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Prayers, not protests, for our community

Brandi Owczarz

gordongazettega@gmail.com

It was a simple request on
Facebook made at 7:45 p.m.
on Saturday night, May 30, by
Calhoun businessman Dorian
Johnson, owner of Fit from
the Core.
“Anyone in Calhoun want
to meet at 9 pm tonight at the
courthouse and pray for our
country, pray for racism to
stop, pray for equality, pray
for justice, pray for peace?
This is not a protest. I’m all
for a change and I want my
voice to be heard. I want to
make a difference.”
That request was made
not only in response to the
horrific death of George
Floyd, a 46-year-old African
American man who died in
Minneapolis, Minnesota after
Derek Chauvin, a white officer
with the Minneapolis Police
Department, pressed his knee
to Floyd’s neck for almost

nine minutes while Floyd was
handcuffed face down on the
ground, but the request was
also made in response to the
events that have ensued since
Floyd’s death, with violent
riots being held in nearly every
major city in the country.
Heritage Baptist Church
Pastor Shane Parrott got the
request and quickly got ready
to go to the courthouse to pray
with others.
According to Johnson,
about 15 people showed up to
pray Saturday night, but when
he got home, he made another
request on the social media
platform.
“Tomorrow evening at
9 pm. Let’s all meet at the
Calhoun courthouse and pray
for change and equality and
peace. Let’s all come together
and stand united. This is not a

A large crowd gathered on Sunday night at the Gordon County Courthouse for prayer in response to not only
the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis, but in response to the violent riots taking place across the country.
(BRANDI OWCZARZ/Staff)

See PRAYER,
page 10A

REMINDER: Early Voting ends this Friday
Brandi Owczarz

gordongazettega@gmail.com

Chairperson of the Gordon
County Elections and Voter
Registration Office Shea
Hicks said that as of Tuesday
afternoon, 915 people had
taken the opportunity to vote
early in the General Primary
Election, and that 4020 people
have returned their absentee
ballots by mail, out of 6882
ballots that were mailed out.
Early Voting will take place
on Thursday and Friday, June
4 - 5, at the Gordon County
Board of Elections and Voter
Registration Office.
“Please remember that our
office has been relocated in
the Gordon County Annex
Building at 101 S. Piedmont
Street,” said Hicks.
“Considering
the
circumstances, we are very
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pleased with the early voting
turnout,” said Hicks. “We
would like to encourage
voters to wear a mask when
coming in to vote during early
voting and when they go in
to vote on Election Day. We
are sanitizing after each voter
and taking necessary measures
to ensure that we are safe
and that the voters are safe
when coming in to cast their
ballots.”
Hicks reminds all voters
that the last day to cast
ballots early is Friday, June
5. The Elections and Voter
Registration office is open
Monday – Friday, from 8:30
a.m. – 5 p.m.
“We would like to remind
voters that we do have a drop
See ELECTION,
page 10A

Gordon County BOE discusses graduation,
proms in special called meeting Monday night
Brandi Owczarz

gordongazettega@gmail.com

At a special called meeting
of the Gordon County Board of
Education on Monday night, the
upcoming graduations and proms
for Gordon Central and Sonoraville
high schools were discussed.
“We wanted to have a discussion
about moving forward with those
dates and what that will look like, or
if we need to move to the alternate
dates,” said Superintendent Dr.
Kimberly Fraker.
Dr. Fraker explained that she

gordongazettega@gmail.com

@gordongazette
@gordongazette
@gazettegordon

The first option would be for
students to walk up to the stage
with their families through one
entrance; socially distanced from
other families. The student would
receive their diploma, get a photo
opportunity with their family, then
go directly out of their stadium and
leave through a separate entrance.
The second option would be to
pre-mark the stadiums with proper
social distancing for those sitting
in the stands. Each student would
get just four tickets for graduation
attendees.

Sonoraville High School
principal Jennifer Hayes and
Gordon Central principal Brian
Hall were both on hand to give
their perspective on graduation and
prom.
Both principals preferred going
ahead and having their graduation
ceremonies the last weekend in
June and using the first option for
their graduation.
“Students and parents are both
See GCS,
page 10A

County addresses upcoming budget, leash law and
opening up recreation facilities at latest meeting

Brandi Owczarz

Local library to hold virtual
Summer Reading Program
online.

took the opportunity to discuss
restrictions of the graduation
ceremonies with the regional
director of the Department of
Health.
“We cannot give out programs,
we cannot give out paper; we have
to have one way in and one way
out,” said Fraker of a ceremony.
“We have to have a way to socially
distance families from one another
as well as graduates if we choose to
carry on the graduations.”’
Two options were proposed to
the principals of the high schools.

At the most recent meeting
of the Gordon County Board of
Commissioners Tuesday night,
the upcoming budget, reopening
of the recreation facility and
tightening leash laws were the
big topics of discussion.
A public hearing for the
Fiscal Year 2020-2021 budget
was held but had no public
participation. Commissioner
Bud Owens did speak on behalf
of a couple of departments.
“I understand we’re in a

crisis and that we don’t know
what our financial situation will
be in the future,” said Owens.
“However, I feel like we have a
couple of areas that I’m familiar
with that have needs that I
would love for us to visit those
needs and take care of them.”
The first area Owens
addressed was the Board of
Elections and Voter Registration
Office.
“I have visited and observed
the Voter Registration Office
and have listened to the staff
members’ concerns and their
frustrations,” said Owens. “It is a

very stressful time for that team.
After further looking into their
work load and accountabilities,
I am really concerned that
they need additional assistance
regarding their ongoing work.
I feel that we, as a Board,
have an obligation to assure
that our elections are conducted
accurately and that they have
adequate staff assigned to
conduct business in both election
and non-election years.”
Owens recommended for
consideration a regular, parttime position of at least 20
hours weekly allocated in the

budget for the Voter Registration
Office.
“The
second
area
is
Emergency Management. I think
that each of you will agree with
me that we have been blessed to
have a highly competent EMA
Director who works diligently
for the citizens of our county,”
said Owens of current director
Courtney Taylor.
“Courtney serves seven
days a week, 24-hours a day
See COUNTY,
page 10A
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Second Front
All Star Fireworks holds second-annual Demo Day
to kick off Fourth of July holiday season

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Brandi Owczarz
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A large crowd gathered at All Star Fireworks on
Saturday night for their second annual Demo Day.
Demo Day is a time for the public to experience
the latest offering in fireworks, gearing up for All
Star Fireworks busiest holiday, Fourth of July, and
to see what All Star Fireworks offers with their
pyrotechnic shows.
For well over an hour, owner Scott Lunsford
displayed an array of some of the best fireworks
offerings his store has for upcoming Fourth of July
celebrations.
Lunsford found himself in the middle of the retail
business of the fireworks industry six years ago.
“I have a passion for making people smile,” said
Lunsford. “My family had 11 stores in Northwest
Alabama for about 20 years before being bought
out, so saying that I have been around fireworks my
whole childhood isn’t an understatement.”
Pulling from his family experience and knowing
how much fun fireworks brings to people, Lunsford
opened All Star Fireworks in Calhoun in 2018. The
business is located at 976 Highway 53 W/SW Spur.
Perfect for the Fourth of July holiday, the large,
climate-controlled store boasts a large variety of
fireworks for the novice to experienced fireworks

fan.
“We carry a wide array of 1.4 class fireworks,”
said Lunsford. “I also carry approximately 15 of the
best quality brands on the market. I carry everything
ranging from kids novelties to the biggest 3-inch
multi-shots available to the public.”
In addition to selling fireworks, Lunsford puts on
pyrotechnic/ fireworks shows for a wide range of
events.
“I do all types of 1.4 class shows for weddings,
quinceanera, graduations, church events, festivals
and all celebrations that require fireworks,” said
Lunsford. “There is nothing I love more to hear the
stories from people that have bought from me and
just how pleased and excited they were to see the
fireworks go off!”
Lunsford credits his customers and their love of
fireworks for the success he’s enjoyed at his store.
He builds relationships with his customers, and
cares for their safety when handling fireworks.
“At All Star Fireworks, we strive to offer our
customers the best quality, best performing firework
the market has to offer, but our #1 goal is safety,”
said Lunsford. “Never underestimate the power
fireworks have. Always respect fireworks and follow
all safety procedures. That is very, very important
to me.”

BRANDI OWCZARZ/Staff

Lunsford adds that a benefit of his store is that
he’s open year-round.
“We are open year round so I tell people to please
never hesitate to call me with any questions you
have, special orders you may need, or just need
fireworks for your event or to have fun with,” said
Lunsford.
And this fall, Lunsford is excited to again be
serving the public for another popular holiday.
“All Star Fireworks will be expanding our popular
Halloween business this fall - All Star Halloween,”
said Lunsford. “We will carry a wide array of
costumes, masks, decor, inflatables, makeup and
a wide variety of other creepy stuff. All Star
Halloween will have some of the best quality, most
realistic items in the industry today.”
For more information on All Star Fireworks,
visit their Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
ALL-Star-Fireworks or their website at www.
allstarfireworkspyro.com.

Virtual Summer Reading Program begins for local library
CONTRIBUTED

The Northwest Georgia Regional Library System
(NGRL) is going virtual this summer! The library
system, which includes the Calhoun-Gordon County
Library, invites the public to join them online for
stories, crafts, activities, and reading challenges
for all ages. The Summer Reading Program 2020:
Imagine Your Story runs from June 1st to July
31st. To learn more visit https://ngrl.org/srp2020.

To register for the reading challenge online go to
https://ngrl.beanstack.org. Register, read and win!
In addition, the NGRL is now providing curbside
service of items on a limited basis at the DaltonWhitfield County Public Library
The services offered are limited to checkout of
Dalton-Whitfield County Public Library books,
audio/CDs and other circulating items (each patron
is limited to five items.) Pickup is limited to
weekdays between 10 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.

“As we perfect the new delivery methods, we will
add additional services for the public. The library
buildings will not be open to the public,” said the
library system in a statement.
The Dalton-Whitfield Library curbside services
are available to all NGRL branch library users from
Dalton, Calhoun, and Chatsworth. Instructions are
available at http://ngrl.org/curbside and soon will be
available in a Spanish version.

AdventHealth Medical Group opens new urgent
care location at Calhoun City Schools

CONTRIBUTED

AdventHealth Medical
Group
Urgent
Care
Calhoun City Schools will
open on June 15. Located
at 101 Yellow Jacket Drive
in Calhoun, the clinic will
be open Monday through
Friday from 7:30 am to
7:30 pm and during Friday
night home football games.
From sore throats and
upset stomachs to sports
physicals and flu shots, the
expert urgent care team
at AdventHealth Medical
Group Urgent Care Calhoun
City Schools provides you
and your loved ones with
the compassionate medical
care you need as part of
your trusted network
of care. Since the clinic
is on school campus,
students will be able to
receive the care they need
without missing class. The
community will also have
full access to AdventHealth
Medical Group Urgent
Care Calhoun City Schools.
The clinic’s team of
family medicine providers
can treat urgent, nonlife-threatening medical
conditions for adults and
children.
“We are thrilled to
open this urgent care
location at Calhoun City
Schools,” said Karen
Steely, interim president
and chief operating officer

of AdventHealth Gordon.
“Having the option to see a
medical provider on campus
is going to be a great help to
students and their parents.
Our community will also
benefit from having access
to this clinic.”
The site of AdventHealth
Medical Group Urgent
Care Calhoun City Schools
was kindly donated by the
Calhoun Rotary Club and
construction was funded
by a generous gift from
state representative John
Meadows and his family
and the Milton Ratner
Foundation.
“Dr. Peter Coombe,
high school principal
and CEO of our College
and Career Academy, has
developed a plan to allow
our students in the health
sciences pathway to get
some hands-on experiences
working in the new health
clinic,” said Dr. Michele
Taylor, superintendent of
Calhoun City Schools.
“This is certainly a great
opportunity for our students
and one that will provide
much needed on-site
medical support for all.
Thank you AdventHealth,
Calhoun Rotary Club, the
Ratner Foundation and the
John Meadows family!”
“The Calhoun City
Schools’
Board
of
Education
appreciates
the partnership with

AdventHealth and the
Calhoun Rotary Club,” said
Eddie Reeves, chairman
of the Board of Education
for Calhoun City Schools.
“The support of the John
Meadows family and the
Ratner Foundation has
helped make this possible
for our students, staff and
the community. We are
extremely grateful.”
Services of AdventHealth
Medical Group Urgent
Care Calhoun City Schools
include:
·Acute illnesses and
injuries such as:
o Sore throats
o Colds
o Bronchitis
o Pneumonia
o Earaches
o Flu
o Stomach aches
o Food poisoning
o Asthma
o Allergies
o Hives
o Acid reflux
o Orthopedic issues
o Arthritis
o Tendonitis
o Sprains
o Contusions
o Broken bones
TOP PHOTO: The new clinic sits on the campus of Calhoun High School, inside the old
o On-site X-rays
Boy Scout Hut. BOTTOM PHOTO: Marva Marcius, FNP-BC and Ashley Howell, FNP-C.
o Skin conditions
(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
o Shingles
oElevated blood pressure
·Department
of BC, are accepting new appointments are welcome
o Lacerations
patients at AdventHealth starting June 15. For more
Transportation physicals
· Flu shots
Medical Group Urgent information or to schedule
· Sport physicals
· Workplace injuries
Ashley Howell, FNP-C, Care Calhoun City Schools. an appointment, please call
·Occupational medicine
and Marva Marcius, FNP- Walk-ins and scheduled 706-879-6405.
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Obituaries
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Sandra Balch

Sandra Annelle Ables Balch, 72, of Resaca, died
Saturday, May 30, 2020. She was born on May
15, 1948, in Gordon County. She was preceded in
death by her husband Percy Olin Balch; her sister
and brother-in-law, Anita and Malachi Carnes; her
brother-in-law, Arnold Holcomb and her sister-inlaw, Shelba Ables.
She was a member of Salem Baptist Church.
She is survived by her daughter, April Lynn
Stanley (Pass); brothers, Joel Ables, David Ables
(Nina); sisters, Carolyn Jones (Frank), Helen Ables
Holcomb, Pam Ables Cooper (Darrel); grandchildren,
Zane Gregory Pass (Morgan Kesha Pass), Darby
Renee Jessica Forsyth (James Eugene), Macy
Noelle Christian Peoples (Harley Wayne); greatgrandchildren, Cadenn, Gracelyn, Kinnsley, Renley,
Connor, Ryder and Monroe; stepchildren, Michael
Keith Balch (Patricia), Angela Fore (David), Sherry
Lynn, Marcella Fox (Donall); step-grandchildren,
William, Cynthia, Michelle, Misty, Stephen, Keisha,
Edward and Dixie along with nieces, nephews, and
other relatives.
A graveside service was held Tuesday, June 2,
2020, at 3 p.m. from West Union Baptist Church
Cemetery with Rev. Wylie Walden, Rev. Bo Carnes,
and Rev. Stephen Carnes officiating. Pallbearers
included Harley Peoples, Zane Gregory Pass, James
Forsyth, Dylan Blalock, and Braxton Blalock.
The family received friends Tuesday, June 2,
2020 from 12 – 2 p.m. at Max Brannon and Sons
Funeral Home.
The Brannon family and staff are honored to
serve the family of Sandra Annelle Ables Balch.

Glenda Barnard

Glenda Shirley Barnard, age 81, of Calhoun and
Gordon County, died at 7:34 a.m. on Saturday, May
30, 2020.
She was born on Aug. 12, 1938, a daughter of the
late C.A. and Clara Walker Shirley. She was a retired
educator in the City of Calhoun School System with
32 years of service. She additionally taught one year
in the Paulding County System. She was a longtime
faithful member of the Farmville United Methodist
Church. She received both undergraduate (B.A.) and
graduate degrees (M.Ed. in library science) from
West Georgia College.
Glenda is survived by her husband of 60 years,
Reese Barnard; one daughter, Kelli Barnard Knight
and her husband Todd; one brother, Asa Shirley
and his wife Agatha; and three grandsons, Landon,
Sawyer and Walker Knight.
Funeral services were held at 11 a.m. on Monday,
June 1 at the Chapel of Thomas Funeral Home
with Reverend Jim Buckman officiating. Burial
will follow in Fain Cemetery. Due to Covid19 recommendations, a small family ceremony
respectfully requested. A visitation was Sunday,
May 31 at the funeral home after 5 p.m.
Thomas Funeral Home has charge of arrangements
for the services of Glenda Shirley Barnard.

Theresa Wyatt

Theresa Blaylock Wyatt, age 73, of Calhoun,
passed away on Thursday, May 28, 2020 at Calhoun
Health Care.
Theresa was born on Dec. 4, 1946 in Beaumont,
Texas, daughter of the late Robert Truell Blaylock
and Edith Vance Duncan. In addition to her parents,

-The Life Choice
Hospice Bereavement
Support Group will be
meeting the 2nd Tuesday
of each month. The
support group is open to
anyone in the community
who would like to attend.
The office and support
group are located at
189 Professional Court,
Suite 300, Calhoun. For
Information,
contact
Jennifer at 706-602-9001.
-The
Northwest
Georgia
Parkinson
Disease
Association,
Inc., is offering a
monthly support group
for persons living with
Parkinson Disease, their
caregivers, family and
friends. The support
group will meet at
Gordon
Hospital;
Conference Room A. For
any questions about the
support group and future
meetings, call James
Trussell at 706-235- 3164
or 706-346-5678.
-Families Anonymous
is a 12-step program,
for those concerned
about drug abuse and
behavior
problems
of a relative or friend.

Completely anonymous,
non professional, and
non religious. No dues,
no fees. Not connected
with any hospital or
agency. Located on
Red Bud Road in plaza
below Fitness First, next
to Calhoun Counseling
Center (Dr. Bledsoe’s
office). Meeting every
Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. Call
770-548-7849 for more
information.
-Bondage BreakersBreaking the chains of
addiction one soul at a
time. Every Thursday
night at 7 p.m. at Crane
Eater
C o mmu nity
Church, located at 3168
Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA
30701.
-The
Georgia
Chapter
of
the
Alzheimer’s Association
is sponsoring a monthly
support
group
at
Morning Pointe Assisted
Living, 660 Jolly Road, on
the third Tuesday of each
month at 6 p.m. For more
information or directions,
call Mary Braden at
770-548-4683 or Karen
Parrott at 706-346-5220.
For more information

Theresa was preceded in death by her husband of 29
years, Danny Wyatt. She was a member of Mount
Calvary Baptist Church of Floyd County.
Theresa is survived by: her son, Kenneth Wyatt and
his wife Debra of Cumberland, Ky.; grandchildren,
Racheal Wyatt of Cumberland, Ky., Robert Wyatt of
Colorado, and Brian Wyatt of Cumberland, Ky.; and
five great-grandchildren.
A graveside service was held on Sunday, May
31 at 2 p.m. in Haven of Rest Memorial Park with
Reverend Corey Forsyth officiating.
Pallbearers serving included: Derrick Middleton,
Josh Brown, Darrin Brown, and James Miller.
You may leave the family online condolences at
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com
Thomas Funeral Home is in charge of the
arrangements for Theresa Blaylock Wyatt.

David Montgomery

Mr.
David
Lee
Montgomery, age 47, of
Pack Road in the Ranger
community, departed this
life suddenly Saturday
evening, May 30, 2020
at AdventHealth Gordon.
David was born in
Savannah on Oct. 4,
1972. He was a son
of Dessie Ruth Ridley
Montgomery of Ranger,
and the late Jessie Lee Montgomery. Along with
his father, he was also preceded in death by his
grandparents, Claude and Jessie Ridley.
David had attended Fairmount High School.
In the past he had been employed by the City of
Calhoun as an equipment operator and most recently
at Zippy Lube in Calhoun as a mechanic.
He is survived by his mother, Dessie Ruth
Montgomery of Ranger; sons, Jarrett Montgomery
of Calhoun, Mason Lee Montgomery of Las Vegas,
Nev.; sisters and brother-in-law, Donna and Michael
Blalock of Ranger, Judy Darlene Chartrand of South
Port, N.C.; brothers, Carl “Buck” Peek of Ranger,
Danny Lee Montgomery of Nashville, Ga., Jerry Lee
Montgomery of Georgia; many nieces, nephews and
friends also survive.
Services to celebrate the life of David Montgomery
were held on Tuesday, June 2, 2020 at 1 p.m. from
the graveside at Sugar Valley Methodist Church
Cemetery. The family received friends at the
graveside from 12 Noon until 1 p.m.
Condolences may be expressed to the family at
www.pondersfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements are by locally owned and operated
Ponders Fairmount Chapel, 2566 Hwy 411,
Fairmount, Georgia.

Donald and Phillip Gay; her sister, Earline Gregg;
sister-in-law, Faye Gay.
She is survived by her daughters and sons-inlaws, Donna and Tim Hightower, Sandra and Jerry
McCarter; her sister and brother-in-law, Laura and
Earl Griffin; her brother-in-law, Billy Gregg; her
longtime companion, Bob Pack; her grandchildren,
Holly and Brian Vandagriff; her great grandchildren,
Emma Vandagriff; several cousins, nieces, and
nephews also survive.
To honor Peggy’s wishes, her body was cremated.
The family will gather to celebrate her life at a later
date.
Peggy’s family requests that instead flowers,
memorials be made to The American Cancer Society,
cancer.org/donate.
The Brannon Family and staff are honored to serve
the family of Peggy J. Gay Sheriff.

Frances Whittemore

Ms. Frances Elizabeth Whittemore, 75, of Calhoun,
departed this life early Saturday morning, May 30,
2020 at Redmond Regional Medical Center in Rome.
Frances was born in Trenton, Ga. on Febr.15,
1945. She was a daughter of the late Lawrence Smith
Whittemore and Ollie Mae Tatum Whittemore. In
addition to her parents, she was also preceded in death
by her siblings, Ray Whittemore, Rawlan Whittemore,
Sadie Whittemore Price, Mary Katherine Poarch,
Robert George Whittemore, and Joanne Martin.
Frances was a 1963 graduate of the Red Bud High
School. Prior to retirement she had been employed
by the former Cornet Industries as a customer service
representative. When she was able, she would attend
at Meadowdale Baptist Church. She was also a weekly
dedicated listener to the Calhoun First Baptist Church
Sunday radio program. Frances will be remembered
for her loving and helpful spirit. She was one of the
kindest people you could ever meet but she would
be the first to put you in your place with her stern
opinion of things.
She is survived by her sister and brother-in-law,
Jeanette and Phil Ruddell of Calhoun; her brother,
Lawrence Whittemore of Florida; many special
nieces, nephews, and friends.
Services to celebrate the life of Ms. Frances
Whittemore will be held on Wednesday, June 3, 2020
at 12 Noon from the graveside at Chandler Cemetery.
Brother Jason Hawkins will officiate. The family
will receive friends from 11 a.m. until 12 p.m. at the
graveside.
Condolences may be expressed to the family by
visiting our website at www.pondersfuneralhome.
com.
Arrangements by family owned and operated
Ponders Calhoun Chapel and Ponders Crematory.
We own and operate our own crematory, ensuring
your loved one never leaves our care. 675 Jolly Rd
Calhoun GA 30701 706-625-7577

Peggy Sheriff

Peggy J. Gay Sheriff,
80, of Calhoun, died on
Friday, May 29, 2020
at her home, following
several years of declining
health. She was born
on Dec. 11, 1939 in
Maplesville, Ala. to the
late Howard James and
Annie Odessa Johnson
Gay. She was preceded
in death by her brothers,

Serving Calhoun and Gordon County for
more than 40 years

706-629-9139

Help for the Hurting

about dementia and
Alzheimer’s disease, call
800-272-3900 or visit
www.alz.org/georgia.
-Special Care Plus,
a
free
one-on-one
consultation program,
offers education and
information to primary
caregivers of persons
with dementia. Any
primary caregiver who is
caring for a loved one
with dementia in the home
is eligible to receive this
program. To learn more
about the Special Care
Plus program, call 800272-3900.
-Want
to
make
a difference in the
community? Tapestry
Hospice is seeking
volunteers to provide
companionship to our
patients, read books,
make crafts, garden,
light house cleaning,
administrative
work,
etc. If you’re interested
contact Megan at megan.
guthrie@tapestryhospice.
com
-The
Alzheimer’s
Association’s Caring
Closet was created to
help offset the high cost

of incontinent products
and give the families
support
they
often
desperately need. If you

would like to visit the
nearest Closet, call the
chapter office to receive
a flier with locations and

hours. Morning Pointe
in Calhoun has a Caring
Closet; call Mary Braden
at 706-629-0777.

4A

Gordon Gazette

Wednesday, June 3. 2020

Gordon Gazette

Wednesday, June 3. 2020

5A

Church News

DO YOU HAVE SERVICE?

Randy Muse

Antioch Baptist Church
Youth Minister
rmuse1@yahoo.com

About six years ago,
myself and five others
went on a mission trip to
Estonia. It’s a very small
country located next
to Russia. How small?
Well, you can drive
across the whole country
in about three and a half

ONGOING
-Philadelphia
Christian School is
located off Highway
41 between Calhoun
and Adairsville. The
school offers 4-year-old
kindergarten through 12th
grade, using the A-Beka
curriculum. To find out
more about the school, call
the office at 706-625-3233.
-Faith Deliverance
Ministry and Outreach
will be taking donations
of clothes, shoes, also
all house hold items to
help needy families. Call
Minister Evelyn Adams at
706-671-7988.
-Celebrate Recovery,
a faith based 12-step
program, meets every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at
Relevate Church in
Ranger off 411. Call Nicole
for information: 706-9794713/706-290-8028.
-East Calhoun Church
of God, at 401 Peters
Street, gives out groceries
and clothing through the
“Feed the Needy” ministry
each Saturday from 11
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The
church hosts a miracle
healing service every
first Friday at 7 p.m. For
more information, contact
“Feed the Needy” ministry
director Florence Jones
at 706-409-1981. Senior
pastor is Keith Reid.

CHURCH
DIRECTORY
Fairmount
United
Methodist
ChurchLoving One Another To
Christ. Sunday School at
10 a.m.; Worship Service
at 11 a.m. Children’s
Church provided. New
Minister now Leading.
New
programs
and
community
outreach
coming soon.
-Pastor Terry Reisner
invites everyone to the
Vision
Pentecostal
Ministry located at 401
South Wall Street in
Calhoun. Come hear
the truth of God’s Word
Sundays at 11 a.m.
-Faith Deliverance
Church & Outreach
Ministry
Welcomes
Everyone to an Anointed
Church Service at 1320
Dawnville Road in Dalton
every Sunday at 6 p.m. and
Thursday at 7 p.m. Pastor
and Evangelist Evelyn
Adams, also an Anointed
Gospel Singing. Come
expecting Jesus to move
for you. Miracles, Healing,
Deliverance, Salvation.
For more information or
directions, call Minister
Evelyn Adams (706) 6717988
-Pine Chapel United
Methodist
Church,
located at 2232 Pine

hours. There are only
1.3 million residents
(Atlanta has more than
4.5 million). There
were some advantages
to being there; one was
the fact that you could
have cellular service
anywhere. While we
couldn’t afford to use
our own cell service,
we could use our smart
phones as Estonians
would create internet
“hot spots” for us with
their service. A common
question became, “Do
you have service?” In
a different context, we
as Christians should
consider
the
same
question.
It is impossible to
claim to be a follower
of Christ and not be a
servant. Philippians 2:5-

Chapel Road in Resaca, “A
place to begin, belong and
become.” Sunday School,
10:15 a.m.; Worship, 11
a.m. Pastor Louise W.
Elmore.
-Resaca
Assembly
of God, located at 904
Resaca Lafayette Rd NW,
would like to welcome
everyone to please come
and join in worship and
meet our Pastor Steve
Burns and his lovely wife
Cathy. Sunday school at
10 a.m., worship service
on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6
p.m.. Everyone is invited.
-Calhoun First United
Methodist
Church
Sunday Worship times:
9:00 a.m., traditional
worship;
10
a.m.,
Sunday school; 11 a.m.,
contemporary service (in
the CAC). Calhoun First
UMC is located at 205 East
Line Street in downtown
Calhoun.
-First Presbyterian
Church, located at 829
Red Bud Road N.E. in
Calhoun. Pastor David
McDonald invites you
to join us on Sunday for
Sunday School at 9:45
a.m., Worship Service at
11 a.m., and Bible Study
Class Tuesday 10 a.m.
-Oakman
Baptist
Church located at 397
Oakman Rd. Oakman,
Georgia, has Sunday
school at 10 a.m. Covered
dish dinner every third
Sunday following worship.
Everyone is invited!
-Damascus Baptist
Church, located on North
Highway 41 in Calhoun,
Sunday School at 10 a.m.
Sunday worship at 11 a.m.
and Sunday night at 6 p.m.
-Old Sugar Valley
United Methodist Church
located at 2659 Old Rome
Dalton Road in Calhoun
has Breakfast Social at
9:30 am every Sunday. The
church history is colorful,
dating back to the Civil
War, small cozy country
church nothing fancy!
Come join us!
-Faith Deliverance
Ministry and Outreach
with Evelyn M. Adams,
Minister has been ordained
as a Minister of the Gospel
since 1972. Call anytime
to come minister to your
church of place or event
at 706-337-3241. 24-hour
prayer line at 706-6717988. Send all prayer
requests to P.O Box 394,
Fairmount GA, 30139.
-Pleasant
Valley
Baptist Church is a Bible
believing & teaching
church located in the Red
Bud Community. Pastor
Keith Gibson and the
congregation invite you
to come and worship with
us at 3882 Red Bud Rd.,
Calhoun. Opportunities for
worship: Bible Study for
all ages 10 a.m., Children’s

11 says, “Let this mind
be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus:
Who, being in the form
of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with
God: But made himself
of no reputation, and
took upon him the form
of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of
men: And being found
in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself, and
became obedient unto
death, even the death of
the cross. Wherefore God
also hath highly exalted
him, and given him a
name which is above
every name: That at the
name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of things
in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under
the earth; And that every

tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the
Father.” What does it
mean to follow Jesus?
In a large part, it means
we need to consider
the needs of others,
instead of focusing on
our own needs. If we do
this, without expecting
reward, then scripture
promises that God the
Father will honor us.
There are a few
things I’d like to say
about serving God…
First of all, the call to
serve God is for every
believer. Not only should
our life be the proof of
Christ’s love, but also
that we have given our
lives to Him. James 1:22
says we are to be “doers
of the Word, and not

Church Calendar

Church up to 5th grade
11a.m., Worship service
11 a.m. Wednesday night
service times Prayer
Bible Study and Student
Ministries 7 p.m. 706-6240198, Find us on Facebook
or email pvbccalhoun@
gmail.com
-Maranatha Baptist
Church on Hwy 225
across from paradise
Drag Strip, Calhoun
would like to invite you
to attend our services for
Sunday School starting at
10 a.m., Worship Service
at 10:45 a.m. Wednesday
Night Services are at 7
p.m. Everyone is Welcome.
Pastor Richard Webster.
-Evangelistic
Outreach Ministries on
1590 Dews Pond Road.
Pastor Mark Kirby invites
everyone to Fellowship
and Worship with us.
Children’s Church on
Sunday Services starts
at 11:00am Childrens
Church starts at 11:30am.
Wednesday nights Bible
Study 7:00pm-8:00pm.

Come out and see what the
Lord is doing!
-The College Street
Church of God, 731
College St., Calhoun,
706-483-3666,
pastor
Dewayne Smith, holds
weekly services: Sunday
school at 10 a.m., Sunday;
morning worship at 11
a.m., Sunday; Sunday
night service at 6 p.m.; and
Bible study on Wednesday
at 7 p.m.
-Victory Fellowship
Center, 925 Oothcalooga
St., invites you to weekly
worship services held at
11 a.m. every Sunday
morning. Pastor Joe
Stewart and the VFC
family also invite everyone
to join each Wednesday at
noon and 7:30 p.m. for
anointed and enlightening
Bible studies. If you are
looking to grow in your
understanding of God’s
plan for your life and gain
greater insight of the life
changing power of His
word, come and join us as
we study the word.

hearers only, deceiving
ourselves.” Salvation
means
more
than
forgiveness and Heaven.
It means a lifetime of
service.
Often times, God
carries out his work
through our service.
What an honor it is to
know that the Lord of
the universe chooses to
use us in His redemption
plan.
He
certainly
doesn’t need our help,
but He allows us to have
a part.
Thirdly, I’d like to
point out that Service
to the Lord is essential
for spiritual growth. The
Bible tells us to work out
our salvation with fear
and trembling (Please
note it doesn’t say we
are to work for our

Salvation). How do we
work out our Salvation,
partially by serving
others in Jesus’ name
with the same attitude
about it as He had.
Consider that serving
the Lord doesn’t win you
a lot of popularity. Some
people will criticize you
for your service; just
keep serving and let
God handle the unfair
criticism. You will have
much reward in Heaven,
sadly in the absence of
some of those who bring
you grief.
One last thing I’d like
to say… In almost every
occasion, CHRISTIAN
SERVICE
HAPPENS
OUTSIDE
THE
CHURCH BUILDING!
Serve someone with
joy today, and be blessed.

-Boone Ford Baptist
Church invites you to
attend its services for
Sunday School starting
at 10 a.m. and Worship
services at 11 a.m. every
Sunday.
Sunday night
services are at 6 p.m. on
the first and third Sunday
night of each month.
Wednesday night services
start at 7:30 p.m. Everyone
welcome. Gary Quarles,
pastor.
-Pleasant Hill Baptist
Church and Pastor David
Peeler invite everyone to
attend weekly services.
Sunday School begins at
10 a.m. and worship at
11 a.m. Sunday evening
activities and discipleship
training begin at 6 p.m.,
and children’s and youth
programs at 7 p.m.
Wednesday service begins
at 7 p.m., along with
Bible study programs for
children and youth.
-Pastor Steve Corbin
invites everyone to
regular services at New
Zion Baptist Church.

Sunday School is at 10 a.m.,
worship service at 11 a.m.
and Sunday night service
at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday
night Bible study is at 7:15
a.m. Everyone is welcome.
-Greater Mt. Tabor
Baptist Church, 259
Herring Road, NW,
Armuchee, invites you
to come worship and
fellowship with us on
Sunday morning at 11 a.m.
Pastor Reginald McDaniel
and Church Family also
welcome you to attend
Mid-Week Bible Study,
Wednesday evening at 6
p.m. and Sunday School at
10 a..m.. We are a church
on the move for Christ,
come share with us as we
grow in the Word of God.
-Resaca First Baptist
Church and Pastor Rev.
Harold Blackstock would
like to invite you to attend
our Sunday School at 10
a.m. and worship at 11
a.m. Sunday night service
is at 6 p.m. Wednesday
night service at 6 p.m. for
children and youth.
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• 22-Year Army
Veteran
• MBA- Management
• FEMA: Certifications
• Global Experience
• Business Owner
• Community
Volunteer

SERVANT LEADER
PRO-LIFE
PRO-GUN
PRO-TRUMP

WWW.ANDYGUNTHER.COM
From This District, For This District!

TERM LIMITS
LOWER TAXES
ELIMINATE DEBT

The establishment has chosen their candidate!
But you can elect Andy Gunther, NOW thru June 9th!
I have been serving this District longer than any other candidate!
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Cash Flow With Joe: Money talks, but in-homes reveal

Joe & Ashley English
Owners of Focus
Property Solutions, LLC
focuspropertysolutionsllc
@gmail.com

Once upon a time, in
land far, far away, Ashley
and I bought a property in
the township of Villanow
— well it feels far away.
But it’s really only about
a 45-minute drive. Now,
if you’re asking yourself
where in the world
Villanow is, many people
share that sentiment when
I bring it up.
Villanow is located in

Walker County, Georgia
on the other side of the
Johns Mountain National
Wildlife Reserve from
Calhoun.
It’s
where
Ashley grew up, it’s where
she and I owned our first
home, and it’s the area
of some of our very first
deals.
One
of
those
investments was located
on Tom White Road.
Tom White was a
2-bedroom,
2-bath,
singlewide mobile home
on over an acre of land.
The seller had inherited
the property, which needed
some major repairs. The
seller didn’t want to fix it
and just wanted to sell.
We bought the land
and home for a whopping
$7,500 in 2012.
Now, Ashley and I were
in the middle of another
rehab when we decided to
offer this house for sale
as a handy man special
with owner financing.

We had a buyer offer us
$4,000 down, and they
were willing to take the
property in as-is condition
and fix it up.
All we had done on the
house was cut the grass.
So, the idea of getting over
half of our investment
back so quickly was very
appealing. So much so that
we went ahead with the
deal without doing proper
due diligence on our buyer.
I’ll get to that in a second.
First, let me tell you about
the deal structure.
We decided to do
a lease option with the
buyer. They would rent the
property from us for a year
to establish a payment
history. And we sold them
an option to buy the house
for $45,000 with owner
financing after a timely
payment history had been
established. They paid us
a nonrefundable option
consideration of $4,000
and agreed to fix the house

as further consideration
for this option.
We
signed
the
paperwork, got the cash
and the buyer went to work
on the house. We thought
everything was going to
be great. That was until
they stopped working on
the house.
You see, they got
the house just this side
of livable and moved in.
The power was on and
the plumbing worked, but
there were still big holes
in the subfloor.
On top of that, they
brought all kinds of junk
to the property.
It pained me to own a
property where someone
was living in that
condition. But I couldn’t
do anything. They had
not violated our lease,
and I had not set strong
parameters as to what
needed to be done on the
house in our agreement.
I’ll just bet that if

I had done an in-home
interview, I would have
seen that my and their
ideas of “fixed up” were
very different. But instead,
I let the thought of a quick
buck cloud my judgement
and didn’t do my due
diligence on them like I
should have.
Doing an in-home
interview is one of the
most crucial parts of our
application process. The
application tells you if
people have a steady job
and things of that nature.
But the in-home really
lets you gauge how the
tenant is going to treat
your property. Because
whatever condition their
current property is in is
what yours will be in if
they’re allowed to move
in.
Also, while I do the
in-home, I introduce what
we call the four jobs of a
tenant to the applicants.
(Briefly, those jobs are:

Take care of the house,
pay on time, be easy to
work with and be a good
neighbor.) But I don’t just
introduce these jobs. I
evaluate whether I feel the
applicants can do them. If
they can’t, they don’t get
the house.
I’m often surprised at
how good people look on
paper. Some who even
have thousands of dollars
to put down, but when
you go into their house
it’s gross on the inside
with lots of deferred
maintenance and neglect.
It is true that money
talks. But an in-home
interview reveals what
you need to know when
making a tenant selection.
Joe and Ashley English
buy houses and mobile
homes in Northwest
Georgia.
For
more
information or to ask
a question, go to www.
cashflowwithjoe.com or
call Joe at 678-986-6813.

Sticking to Budget Can Boost Your Emergency Fund

Dewayne Bowen
Financial Advisor
at Edward Jones
dewayne.bowen@
edwardjones.com

During the coronavirus
pandemic, our health
concerns – for ourselves
and our loved ones – have
been at the top of our minds.
But financial worries have
been there, too, both for
people whose employment

has been affected and for
investors anxious about the
volatile financial markets.
And one aspect of every
individual’s total financial
picture has become quite
clear – the importance of
an emergency fund.
Even in normal times,
it’s a good idea for you to
keep three to six months’
worth of living expenses in
a liquid, low-risk account.
Having an emergency
fund available can help
you cope with those large,
unexpected costs, such as
a major car repair or a
costly medical bill.
Furthermore,
if
you have an adequate
emergency fund, you won’t
have to dip into your longterm investments to pay for
short-term needs. These

investment vehicles, such
as your IRA and 401(k),
are designed for your
retirement, so the more you
can leave them intact, the
more assets you’re likely to
have when you retire. And
because they are intended
for your retirement, they
typically
come
with
disincentives, including
taxes
and
penalties,
if you do tap into them
early. (However, as part
of the economic stimulus
legislation known as the
CARES Act, individuals
can now take up to
$100,000 from their 401(k)
plans and IRAs without
paying the 10% penalty
that typically applies to
investors younger than
59½. If you take this type
of withdrawal, you have

up to three years to pay
the taxes and, if you want,
replace the funds, beyond
the usual caps on annual
contributions.
Of course, life is
expensive, so it’s not
always easy to put away
money in a fund that you
aren’t going to use for your
normal cash flow. That’s
why it’s so important to
establish a budget and stick
to it. When developing
such a budget, you may
find ways to cut down on
your spending, freeing up
money that could be used
to build your emergency
fund.
There are different
ways to establish a budget,
but they all typically
involve identifying your
income and expenses and

separating your needs and
wants. You can find various
online budgeting tools to
help you get started, but,
ultimately, it’s up to you
to make your budget work.
Nonetheless, you may be
pleasantly surprised at how
painless it is to follow a
budget. For example, if
you’ve budgeted a certain
amount for food each
month, you’ll need to avoid
going to the grocery store
several times a week, just
to pick up “a few things”
– because it doesn’t really
take that many visits for
those few things to add
up to hundreds of dollars.
You’ll be much better off
limiting your trips to the
grocery, making a list of
the items you’ll need and
adhering to these lists.

After doing this for a few
months, see how much
you’ve saved – it may be
much more than you’d
expect. Besides using these
savings to strengthen your
emergency fund, you could
also deploy them toward
longer-term investments
designed to help you reach
other objectives, such as
retirement.
Saving money is always
a good idea, and when you
use your savings to build
an emergency fund, you
can help yourself prepare
for the unexpected and
make progress toward your
long-term goals.
This article was written
by Edward Jones for use by
your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Edward
Jones, Member SIPC
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Soil Sampling Tips

Greg Bowman
Gordon County
Extension Agent
gbowman@uga.edu

COVID-19
has
changed how we all go
about our daily routine.
UGA Extension is no
different. I will say
the social distancing
has brought out our
creativity in how we do
programming. One thing
that has not changed is
soil testing. No matter
the program area, agents
like myself will push
the importance of soil
testing.
Think of soil testing
as a tool or resource
to help keep your soils
productive. We use
our soils to grow lawn
grasses, home garden
vegetables, ornamentals,
large scale crops or
pasture grasses, for

example. The goal of soil
testing is to be a help
in making your efforts
more successful. Today,
I will be sharing soil
testing information from
a UGA circular by Leticia
Sonon and David Kissel,
UGA Agricultural and
Environmental Services
Laboratories.
Before I get into our
topic, I will add that due
to COVID-19, if you
wish to drop off a soil
sample, please email
me ahead of time. I can
make sure you have
the right procedure. We
have a drop box outside
the Gordon County
Agricultural
Service
Center and we will
invoice you at a later date
for the sampling. The lab
is still processing soil
samples.
For starters, I like
to say that soil testing
can help you take out
the guesswork. If you
sample correctly, the
results received from the
lab should be accurate.
Depending
on
the
activity,
the
recommended
results
will come in amounts
per acre or amounts per
every 1000 square feet
or amount of row. You

will be given amounts
of needed lime to raise
soil pH or a particular
fertilizer with a rate.
Don’t forget that we
can give multiple codes
for a sample that will
be sent to the lab. This
means if, for example,
you are starting a new
lawn and are not 100
percent sure of the grass
you want, we can code
a sample for fescue,
zoysia or bermuda. You
will receive a report
for each separate grass
and when you do decide
on the grass type, you
can follow that report’s
recommendations.
I think one reason
people do not soil test
is because they feel it
may be too expensive.
A properly taken soil
test will cost you $9
including postage to
be sent the lab. Right
now, due to COVID-19,
results may come back
a little slower, but still
in a timely fashion.
For a lawn, vegetable
garden or flower bed,
one soil test is basically
all you need. If you are
sampling large acreage,
you normally will need
to do a soil sampling
procedure for every 15

to 20 acres.
Keep
in
mind
that taking a sample
accurately is important.
We will only send in
one pint of the sampled
soil to the lab, but that
soil will be a mixture
of samples taken from
many spots in the area.
I am sure over the years
people have collected
soil from one spot in
the lawn and brought
in for shipping. Those
results would not be
highly accurate. I would
suggest taking the soil
samples correctly to
achieve accurate results.
Even though the soil
test is $9, you will then
have to go and purchase
fertilizer and lime. That
could be costly if you
buy something you do
not need because you
used inaccurate results
because
you
took
samples improperly in
the first place.
In taking samples,
the sampling depth is
important. For lawns
and pastures, you take
samples to a depth of
4 inches. For gardens,
ornamentals, mixed fruit
trees and wildlife plots,
sample to a depth of
6 inches. When taking

samples, you need to use
a zigzag approach. This
means to zigzag across
the area being sampled
and randomly stop 8
to 10 times to collect
samples. For trees and
shrubs, take soil samples
from 6 to 8 spots around
the dripline of the plants.
You need to use the right
tools in sampling. You
will need a clean plastic
bucket for the samples. If
you do not want to check
out a soil probe from
our office, you can use
a trowel, shovel, spade
or hand auger. Do not
use tools or containers
that have been used
for fertilizer or lime.
When you stop to take a
sample, clear the ground
surface of grass thatch or
mulch. If you are using a
trowel, push the tool in
the ground to the desired
depth in the soil. Push
the handle forward with
the spade still in the soil
to make a wide opening.
Then cut a thin
slice from the side of
the opening that is of
uniform thickness that
is approximately ¼ inch
thick and 2 inches wide
that will extend from the
top of the ground to the
depth of the cut.

Put each sample
taken in your container.
Then mix the samples.
We will need one pint
of the mixed soil for
shipping to the lab for
that procedure. With
rainfall, the soil more
than likely will be damp.
I would suggest to air
dry the sample overnight
on a flat service that is
lined with clean white
paper.
If you are conducting
multiple
sampling
procedures, make sure
you have a numbering
system or some way for
you to know where the
samples came from.
For
more
information,
contact
UGA ExtensionGordon
County at 706-629-8685
or email gbowman@
uga.edu. I will add that
we can email you the
UGA circular on soil
testing that can assist in
your sample efforts by
request.
Finally, check us out
on our UGA ExtensionGordon County web
page or follow us on
Facebook at Gordon
County
Extension/
Agriculture and Natural
Resources.

USDA Launches 2020 Feds Feed Families Nationwide Food Drive
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

(Washington, June 1, 2020) – The U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) today kicked off the 11th
annual government-wide Feds Feed Families (FFF)
campaign, which encourages employees from all
federal departments and agencies to give in-kind
contributions -- food, services, and time -- to food
banks and pantries. This year’s campaign highlights
a summer of giving in June and July, along with
seasonal reminders to donate throughout the year.
“During these challenging times with coronavirus,
I am amazed by the generosity of the American
people and their giving nature,” said U.S. Secretary
of Agriculture Sonny Perdue. “Our USDA family
has the most dedicated employees in the federal
government and this campaign is our chance to help
feed those in need.”
The 2020 campaign focuses on online donations
and virtual food drives, while also providing
guidance for in-person donations and events as
appropriate. Federal employees can go to the new
website, the FFF Hub, to find out how and where to
donate online or in-person at food banks and food
pantries, how to organize virtual food drives, how to

find field or warehouse gleaning opportunities, and
how to share donation success stories. Since FFF
in-kind donations are measured in pounds rather
than dollars, the new website makes it easier than
ever to record contributions.
There are many ways to participate:
Become an FFF Champion at your department or
agency to motivate your colleagues to participate.
Donate online: Purchase food at an online grocer
and have it delivered directly to a food bank or
pantry. Or make a monetary donation to a food
pantry or food bank. Record your donation in either
pounds or dollars on the FFF Hub.
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC): Donate
money to a food pantry or food bank through
the CFC special solicitation through June 30 and
also during the regular CFC giving season from
September through January. Record your donation
on the FFF Hub.
Attend a virtual food drive event: Join your
colleagues online to learn about food insecurity
in your community and how to donate pounds to
participating local organizations.
Drop off donations at your local food bank or
pantry: Record your donation in pounds on the FFF

Hub.
Plant-a-row: Plant an extra row of produce in
your garden and give the extra harvest to local
feeding programs.
Gleaning: Visit the FFF Hub to learn about fieldand warehouse-gleaning opportunities.
The 2020 Food Drive focuses on healthy, nutritious
foods. Participants may collect nonperishable foods
and fresh foods (as appropriate for each food bank).
Items most wanted by food pantries include high
protein foods such as canned or dry beans, peanut
butter, canned tuna, and salmon. Also in demand:
grains (such as brown and white rice, pasta, and
macaroni and cheese), hot and cold cereal, canned
vegetables, canned fruit, dried fruits, 100 percent
juice drinks, granola bars, and soups.
Since Feds Feed Families launched in 2009,
this campaign has collected more than 92 million
pounds of food for donation. In 2019 alone, federal
employees donated more than 2.8 million pounds.
USDA is the designated lead agency for the
National Feds Feeds Families campaign for the U.S.
government nationwide.

Be Bearwise: Be Responsible

of Georgia during the fall (https://georgiawildlife.com/ bears by reporting any illegal activity. Visit http://gadnrle.
bear-info). However, the taking of bears during any other org/ranger-hotline for details.
For more information on living responsibly with bears,
Most human-bear encounters, such as a bear sighting, a time of the year, or the taking of bears illegally during the
hunting
season,
is
called
poaching.
Prevent
poaching
of
visit
www.bearwise.org.
bear up on a porch, or a bear in someone’s trash, are minor
situations and almost all could be avoided if we become
BearWise, according to the Georgia Department of Natural
Resources’ Wildlife Resources Division.
“Avoiding problems with bears is usually simple,
though it may not always be convenient,” says Adam
Hammond, WRD’s state bear biologist. “One of the six
BearWise Basics is about securing food, garbage, and
recycling. When bears have access to human-provided
foods, regardless of the source or the intent, they will
take advantage of them, and that often leads to further
problems.”
So, why is it such a big deal? A bear that repeatedly
finds food from garbage cans, bird feeders, and pet food
bowls is unlikely to leave, and will become bolder in its
search for easy food. This can lead to potential property
damage of homes, garages, vehicles, and more. Once bears
have learned bad habits and have come to rely on people
for a “free meal,” they never change those behaviors, and
this type of behavior progressively gets worse with time
and experience. If you really care about bears, please make
the extra effort to ensure that your home and yard are
“unattractive” to bears—to protect yourself, your family
and pets, and bears.
BearWise is an education program developed by bear
biologists from each of the 15 state wildlife agencies
that make up the Southeastern Association of Fish and
Wildlife Agencies (SEAFWA). The program, anchored
by the website www.bearwise.org, offers citizen specific,
detailed, and high-quality information to help people live
responsibly with bears and to keep bears wild.
The black bear is a symbol of Georgia’s natural diversity,
the only bear found in the state and a conservation success
story. Though now considered the most common bear in
North America, the species was nearly eradicated from
Georgia in the 1930s due to unregulated market hunting,
illegal harvest—including the killing of bears as “vermin,”
and large-scale habitat loss. Sound wildlife management
practices have restored Georgia’s black bears to a thriving
population estimated at 4,100 bears statewide.
Black bears may legally be hunted in certain parts
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCES
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GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: Personal blog The mask is still a good idea

ANDY MILLER

Georgia Health News

I was adjusting my
face covering when I
entered the pizza shop.
“You don’t need
that,’’ a loud male voice
said to me from behind
the counter. “You’re not
going to die.’’
This
sarcastic
restaurant worker was
not wearing a mask
himself, of course, and
neither was the cashier.
They were not wearing
gloves, for that matter.
I was the only
customer in the place,
just stopping by to get
a takeout pizza, but I
certainly wasn’t going to
shed my mask. I’m in an
age group where I don’t
want to test the odds of
infection with COVID19. But to be hassled
about it?
Leaving that shop, I
made sure to wipe down
the pizza box, top and
bottom and sides. Then I
rubbed a glob of sanitizer
into my hands. Welcome
to the pandemic in the
Panhandle.
My wife and I were
taking very careful
measures as we got out
of Atlanta for a quick,
impromptu
beach
vacation on the Gulf
of Mexico in northwest
Florida.
We were doing largely
the same things we do
around home, except for
the occasional walk with
sand under our feet.
We picked a fairly
isolated
beach.
We
brought along plenty of

hand sanitizer, lots of
disinfectant wipes and a
supply of masks, with a
leftover N95 respirator
mask mixed in with more
disposable coverings. We
were adhering to social
distancing at all times,
avoiding elevators with
passengers. We wiped
down surfaces frequently.
And we brought plenty
of food.
But obviously, not the
pizza.
Based on our casual
observation,
metro
Atlanta seemed to have
more mask-wearing than
the towns we passed
through in Alabama
and Florida. Inside a
convenience store at a
large truck stop complex
in Alabama, we were
the only people wearing
masks. I’m told the
situation is much the
same in some rural towns
in Georgia.
A poll in midMay found that a large
majority of Americans,
both Democrats and
Republicans, say they
have worn a mask in
public throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic.
More than four out of
five Americans – 84
percent – said they had
worn a mask in public
in an effort to limit the
spread of coronavirus,
according to a survey
from the Democracy Fund
+ UCLA Nationscape
Project.
Maybe, with the
reopening of America,
people
have
been
slacking off a little on
face coverings. Or maybe

it was just the areas that
we drove through.
On the other hand,
most shoppers in grocery
stores we visited wore
face coverings.
Interestingly, the use
of masks is not universal
even in medical settings.
We found that out on the
trip.
During our stay, my
wife went to an urgent
care facility because of
a minor ailment. (Not
COVID-19). A sign
on the clinic door told
patients to call a number
first before entering, but
she noticed other people
walking in unannounced,
and she did so, too.
There were two clerks
behind the desk: One
wore a mask and the
other didn’t.
The clerical staff
was one thing. But my
wife was startled when
a woman in blue scrubs
came to take her to the
exam room. She wasn’t
wearing a mask either.
The woman took my
wife’s height and weight,
then went to take her
temperature.
My wife stopped her.
“Will you wear a mask?”
my wife asked.
“If you want me to,’’
came the reply.
Later, a physician
assistant at the facility
told my wife that it was
their policy to have all
staffers wear masks.
“Maybe she forgot,’’
he said of the woman
who took my wife’s vital
signs.
At least he was
wearing a mask.

Last week, Emory
physicians, somewhat
to my surprise, said
wearing a mask isn’t a
requirement for Emory
medical personnel. But it
is highly recommended,
said Dr. Colleen Kraft,
associate chief medical
officer
at
Emory
University Hospital.
“We
really
feel
like there’s an aspect
of protection,’’ and it
reminds the wearer of
social distancing, Kraft
said. “It’s a pretty small
intervention that I think
has a lot of yield.”
A
rural
Georgia
physician said mask
wearing isn’t required in
her practice, either. “It’s
a source of contention
among
health
care
workers,’’ the doctor
said. “We cannot entirely
control the actions of
others.’’
Over the past month,
media reports have
noted that the decision
to wear a mask in public
has become a political
or social statement for
some people.
The
mask
is
increasingly a symbol
of the debate between
those willing to follow
health officials’ guidance
and cover their faces
versus those who feel it
violates their freedom or
signifies a danger that
they think is overblown,
the Associated Press
reported. The mask is now
a political and cultural
flashpoint, underscoring
the polarization afflicting
every corner of American
life, the AP added.

Such
polarization
benefits no one. I’m sure
it’s counterproductive for
people wearing masks to
snap at people who are
not wearing them.
Gov. Brian Kemp
took a sensible approach
last week as he extended
the state of emergency
in Georgia. “We strongly
encourage all Georgians
and visitors to wear
face coverings in public
to help mitigate viral
spread,‘’ he said.
“
We don’t have a
mandate for anybody
to wear a mask,“ Kemp
said. “Wearing a mask
helps you or me from
spreading the virus if
we happen to have it. If
you’re wearing a mask,
you’re protecting other
people.’’
He wasn’t making a
political statement. It’s
about protection – and
a sense of security amid
the chaos of COVID-19.
There’s
a
big
difference
between
a cloth mask and a
surgical/medical mask

such as an N95. Medical
masks can do more to
protect the wearer from
infection, which is why
they are used in health
care settings.
In any case, health
experts
say,
mask
wearing should be done
in conjunction with
social distancing.
Dr. Anthony Fauci,
the nation’s leading
infectious disease expert,
told CNN that he is
encouraging Americans
to wear masks. “I wear
it for the reason that I
believe it is effective,”
Fauci told CNN. “It’s not
100 percent effective. I
mean, it’s sort of respect
for another person, and
have that other person
respect you. You wear a
mask, they wear a mask,
you protect each other.”
In other words, it can
save lives.
Andy Miller is editor
and CEO of Georgia
Health News. For the
latest health news in
the state, visit www.
georgiahealthnews.com.
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STATE NEWS
REPORT FROM THE CAPITOL
from Representative Rick Jasperse

BY: RICK JASPERSE,
(R-Jasper, District 11)
State Representative

We are going back in to the 2020
session on June 11th as it is planned
right now. When we stopped
way back in March, we had just
completed Cross Over Day, and all
the bills that the House passed were
now in the Senate, and the Senate
bills were in the House’s hands.
The most important bill we
had worked on was the budget, and
the House-passed version is now
in the hands of the Senate. It is
very important to note the House
version has no Covid-19 effects in
it, because they had not happened
yet. Governor Kemp had lowered
the income estimate in his original
budget and made some agencies cut
their budgets, 4 percent in the 2019
budget and 6 percent in 2020 budget.

Some agencies were exempt from
the cut, like K -12 education and
Higher education.
The economic fallout of the
Covid-19 is wide reaching and
affecting us in our homes, businesses,
and at the State level. It looks like
this will cause a 11.8 to 15 percent
shortfall in revenue for the State of
Georgia for the remainder of 2020
and 2021. What this means is a
shortfall of 3 to 3.8 billion dollars.
Fortunately, during the past 8
years we have been saving for a
rainy day in case this or some other
event might happen to upset Georgia.
Most of us call it the rainy-day fund;
the fancy name is Reserve Shortfall
Reserve (RSR). We will use the
rainy-day fund to cover the losses
for the 2020 fiscal year budget. The
2021 budget is another story; what
the governor has required is that
every state agency submit a budget

reduction of 14 percent. This 14
percent will generate approximately
$3.7 billion to get close to balancing
a budget for the 2021 fiscal year. It’s
just like your home or your business;
you have to live within your means.
If you’re wondering, K-12
education and higher education
cover about 55 percent of the budget.
Health related budget programs
cover about 20 percent. The rest of
everything we do is in the remaining
25 percent.
The Senate is currently reviewing
the budget we sent them after Cross
Over Day. They are also reviewing
agency plans for the 14 percent
cut that was recently required by
Governor Kemp. House members are
also meeting with Senate members
so that everyone can understand what
agencies are attempting to do to meet
this 14 percent cut. There are a lot of
questions for the agency department

heads in these meetings. They are
public and online, so that if you’re
really interested, you can watch.
Contact me at my information below
if you want me to help you find it.
When you watch statewide news,
you will see a lot of reporting about
not funding this or cutting the budget
to that; don’t be alarmed as there is
still a lot of discussion that will take
place before a final budget is agreed
on later this month.
There will be some federal
funds that may help a little, and I’m
betting on the economy improving
significantly when our confidence
increases, and people are willing to
get out more.
As the session gets started again,
please don’t hesitate to contact us
with any questions you may have
on the budget or any of the bills you
may be interested in. My Capitol home is 770-893-2039; email is
contact is 404-656-7153, and my Rick.Jasperse@house.ga.gov.

Kemp, State Officials Give Press Briefing

THE OFFICE OF
GOVERNOR BRIAN
KEMP

Atlanta, GA – At the
State Operations Center
Tuesday afternoon, June 2,
Governor Brian P. Kemp and
state officials gave a media
briefing. Governor Kemp
gave the following remarks:
“Good
afternoon,
everyone. Today I’m joined
by Commissioner of Public
Health Dr. Kathleen Toomey,
GEMA Director Homer
Bryson, Adjutant General
Tom Carden, Colonel Gary
Vowell, Lt. Colonel Chris
Wright, Captain Nikki
Renfroe, Department of
Corrections Commissioner
Tim
Ward,
Assistant
Commissioner Ahmed Holt,
Department of Juvenile
Justice
Commissioner
Tyrone Oliver, Department
of Natural Resources
Commissioner
Mark
Williams, Georgia Bureau of
Investigations Director Vic
Reynolds, and Special Agent
in Charge Debbie Gardner.
“Before we get started
with our weekly COVID-19
briefing, I wanted to take a
few moments to address the
protests that we have seen
in communities across our
nation. As I said over the
weekend, this is a deeply
emotional time in Georgia
and America. Gripped by a
global pandemic, COVID-19
has threatened the health and
well-being of our families
and communities. Here
in Georgia, this healthcare
crisis has created economic
hardship. Unemployment
numbers and uncertainty is
sky high. And during this
unprecedented moment, we
have witnessed injustice with
our own eyes. Georgians are
filled with fear, with anger,
and righteous impatience.
People are hurting, and we
have more questions than
answers. I support the right to
peacefully protest, to honor
the life of George Floyd, to
demand action. As the cradle
of the Civil Rights movement,
this is a place where peaceful
protests ultimately shook up
the status quo. The birthplace
of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., this is a city where his
legacy looms, urging us to
seek justice, love mercy, and
treat each other fairly with
kindness and respect. What
started as a peaceful protest
on Friday ended in violence
and destruction. A powerful
moment was ultimately
corrupted by some with a
different agenda.
“From the start, we have
worked with Atlanta Mayor
Keisha Lance Bottoms’ office
and local law enforcement
to provide assistance and
support. At their request,
I deployed the Georgia

National Guard and hundreds
of law enforcement officials
to key locations across the
city. And over the past several
days, we have provided
reinforcements to Atlanta as
well as communities across
Georgia to enhance public
safety and preserve peace.
I’m proud of these men and
women who - at a moment’s
notice - were on the ground,
working to protect people
and property. But to be clear,
I am also outraged that these
Georgians are now in harm’s
way because some are using
this moment to riot, loot, and
compromise the safety of
our citizenry. Violence and
destruction is unacceptable,
and we will continue to do
our part - in conjunction
with local leaders - to plan,
mobilize, and respond
appropriately to threats that
undermine our safety. We
will do what’s necessary to
keep the peace. I still have
hope that we can emerge
from this stronger and more
united. I believe that our best
and brightest days are still to
come. This is a moment to
unite as Georgians and find
solutions to the problems that
we face. We can overcome
these incredible challenges
together.
“I know that most
are trying to protest in a
productive way without
compromising their safety or
others’. One story that we
were made aware of actually
happened yesterday. There
was a group of peaceful
protestors moving down
Auburn Avenue as we neared
the curfew. GSP troopers
were on hand because that
section of the street is close
to the interstate. The troopers
reported that the leader of
the group reminded fellow
protestors of the curfew and
asked them to leave once
they got back to their cars
after a successful, peaceful
day. These are the kind of
folks who are having their
voices heard and inspiring
real change. I deeply
appreciate them doing things
the right way and speaking
out against the injustice that
we have witnessed. Speaking
of our law enforcement
officers and state personnel,
thank you to all of the men
and women who are working
night and day – with very
little rest – here at the State
Operations Center. And
thank you to all of the local
leaders, law enforcement,
members of the Georgia
National Guard, community
leaders, and citizens who
have helped us prepare for
non-violent protests and
mobilize the right resources
on the ground. Over the past
few days, your partnership
has been truly invaluable.
“On
Thursday
in

Brunswick, Gregory and
Travis McMichael will appear
for preliminary hearings
following their arrests for
the death of Ahmaud Arbery.
We will have a strong state
law enforcement presence
in the region to support
local government, including
Georgia
State
Patrol,
Department of Natural
Resources officers, National
Guard troops, GEMA
officials, and related state
agencies on hand. And we
will take appropriate action to
hold bad actors accountable if
they try to infiltrate peaceful
gatherings to cause chaos.
Let me be clear: we will not
tolerate disruptive, dangerous
behavior or criminal conduct.
We will put the safety of
Georgians first.
“In a few minutes, I am
going to ask Dr. Kathleen
Toomey to directly address
the expected impact of
protests over the weekend
on our COVID-19 numbers
based on her expertise as
an epidemiologist. We are
obviously monitoring the
impact, and we encourage all
law enforcement - along with
those who were participating
in the demonstrations - to
get tested immediately. Dr.
Toomey is working closely
with Dr. Paxton at the Fulton
County Board of Health to
establish a pop-up testing site
next week in South Fulton
for people who participated
in the protests.
“As we take measured
steps forward to put Georgians
back to work, we continue
to see positive progress in
our fight against COVID-19
with increased bed capacity,
reduced hospitalizations, and
a decreasing percentage of
positive cases out of total
cases. And we continue to
be grateful for partnerships
with our local hospitals who
are on the front line battling
this virus and supporting
their efforts. To date, we
have distributed more than
18,440 vials of Remdesivir,
and we are receiving another
4,520 vials today. Hospitals
continue to report initial
positive results from this
treatment, and we remain
hopeful that more treatments
like it are on the way. While
encouraged, we’ll continue
to monitor key metrics. And
as usual, we will use data,
science, and the advice of
Dr. Toomey to chart the path
forward.
“Over the last three
months, Dr. Toomey, her
team, and the District Health
directors’ staff at the local
departments of health have
worked tirelessly to respond
to COVID-19. They have
established more than 150
testing sites, conducted
more than 151,000 tests, and
continue to be an integral
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part of our response in this
crisis. Their hard work
continues. You may see a
temporary decline in the
number of tests administered
due to the Georgia National
Guard’s role assisting local
law enforcement with protest
activities. These men and
women in uniform will
return to fulfill their original
mission when the streets are
safe.
“Today several new
improvements were made
to DPH’s COVID-19 Daily
Status Report webpage. As
I have said numerous times,
citizens - and members of
the press - need accessible,
timely, and accurate data.
These changes make the
DPH webpage more userfriendly while providing a
comprehensive picture of

where we are in our fight
against COVID-19. The
webpage will now update
once daily at 3 PM, allowing
DPH officials more time to
process and confirm lab and
public health lab reports on
cases. DPH has reordered
some key metrics to make
data more easily digestible.
The website now provides a
breakdown of testing based
on molecular and serological
tests along with the percent
positive for each test type,
and the demographic charts
have been redesigned to
clearly present the data in a
user-friendly manner.
“Before I turn it over to
Dr. Toomey, I want to renew
some calls to action. Please
continue to follow public
health advice and mitigate
your risk of exposure. We are

still battling a pandemic, and
we need to stay vigilant. Wear
a mask, keep your distance,
and wash your hands
regularly. We’re starting
to see more patients return
for regular screenings, but
we’re also seeing an increase
in more serious diagnoses
because people have delayed
medical intervention. Don’t
skip medical appointments.
Prioritize your health.
“We’re in this fight
together - the fight against
COVID-19, the fight to
revive our economy, and the
fight to ensure liberty and
justice for all. Please pray for
our state and country. Pray
for peace and for a better,
brighter tomorrow. And with
that, I’ll turn it over to Dr.
Toomey.”
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PRAYER
From page 1A

protest. This is a prayer for more love and less
hate.”
On Sunday night, hundreds showed up to pray
around the flag poles at the courthouse, showing
unity amongst a nation highly divided at this time.
“We did this last night and had about 15 people
and I thank you for coming out,” said Johnson on
Sunday night. “I thank you for wanting a change
more so than what’s happening everywhere else in
America right now. I thank you for wanting to make
a positive difference and do something to force a
positive impact instead of the negativity and chaos
and destruction that we see on every news outlet
and every piece of social media right now. As a man
of color, I genuinely see all of us get together and
not see color. I firmly agree with all lives matter;
we all bleed red. You can’t be a Christian and stand

ELECTION
From page 1A

box outside of our office in the
Gordon County Annex Building at
101 S Piedmont Street where you can
drop off your absentee ballot, you can
access this drop box anytime, day or
night and on weekends,” said Hicks.
Those qualifying for local office
this election cycle includes:
County Commissioner, District 1:
M.L. “Bud” Owens (Incumbent Republican)
County Commissioner, District 3:
Norris Sexton (Incumbent -

divided, so this coming together and holding hands
and sitting around at the courthouse and loving each
other is what Christianity is about.”
Parrott then encouraged the crowd that the
answer to solving issues was not in causing more
problems, but to love everyone.
“You don’t make change by going out here and
causing more problems,” said Parrott. “Here’s the
issue, it’s ok to come out here and make a change
but we can’t do it by ourselves. You’ve got to
understand that as a Christian, we don’t have the
luxury to pick and choose who we are going to love.
Before you can truly love anybody, (you have to
understand) the unreciprocated love that Jesus Christ
gave to each and every one of us. When He made
arrangements to go to the cross, I can assure you
He didn’t say, ‘I’m going for the white folks or I’m
going for the black folks for I’m going for the brown
folks,’ He said, ‘I’m going for the whosoevers.’ It
says, ‘Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.’ When I look across this crowd, I see
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a bunch of whosoevers; you may be white, you may
be black you may be brown but you’re a whosoever
and that’s who He died for. Violence is not going to
solve anything; it’s people that come boldly before
the throne room of grace and call out in the name of
Jesus. That’s how things get done.”
Parrott said the important point of the night was
that everyone needed to take the message home that
Jesus died for everyone.
“It’s what you do at home; it’s what you’re kids
are going to see that will change things,” said Parrot.
“I can’t change what goes on anywhere else but I can
change it at my home.”
After a time of prayer, many on Facebook
reflected on the importance of the evening and were
proud that Calhoun came together, not to protest, but
to stand united.
“If we would take the same time to pray about
situations instead of arguing about them, there
wouldn’t be so much chaos and destruction happening
right now,” said Johnson.

non-partisan office)
Republican)
Robert “Rob” Ballard (Republican)
Sheriff:
Bruce Potts, Jr. (Republican)
Sheriff Mitch Ralston (Incumbent
Republican)
County Commissioner, District 5:
Kevin Cunningham (Incumbent Tax Commissioner:
Republican)
Scott Clements (Incumbent
Republican)
Clerk of Superior Court:
Grant Walraven (Incumbent County Board of Education,
Republican)
Post 2:
Jason Hendrix (Incumbent
Corner:
James Carver (Incumbent - Republican)
Republican)
County Board of Education,
Ken Padgett (Republican)
Post 4:
Bobby
Hall
(Incumbent
Judge of Probate Court:
John “Richie” Parker (Incumbent - Republican)

GCS
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leaning toward the June 27 graduation date,” said Hayes.
“(If we) pre-mark the stands for families of four and only give
out four tickets, we were right at using the home side and visitor
side.”
Hayes said the school would have to rent about 20 more
bleachers to make the option of families sitting in the stands
work.
“It was the same with us,” said Hall of Gordon Central.
“(We prefer) the families (coming in) with their students, six
feet apart from other families. They would go up to the stage
and the family would be there when the graduate received their
diploma. The other option, we would have to use both sides
of the stadium. Our thought was that the people coming in as
families really contributes more to them feeling more involved;
it’d be more of a special occasion for them.”
Hayes said since the preferred option doesn’t include
seating for families, with them walking with their graduate,
she doesn’t feel they would need to limit the number of family
members as long as they stay together as a group and travel
together.
Fraker said that if the first option was used, families would
have a “front row” perspective of their graduate walking across
the stage and being presented their diploma. She also said that
under the first option, should inclement weather be an issue,
they would be able to move the event indoors since seating
would not be used.
The discussion then shifted to proms, where it was decided

COUNTY
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to provide the necessary operations of an effective
program. When he was hired for the position, it was pretty
clear we were going to be adding the position of an assistant
or deputy director (to EMA) to serve and assist to provide
acceptable and livable work schedule (for Taylor). I just do
not feel that the current back-up situation of a fire department
employee is in the best interest of our citizens for the
general obligations and accountabilities of that department.
I also believe it stresses the fire department when that leader
is moved over to a job in another department to assist.
After having served in the role previously, I simply do not
understand how one person can handle it in the manner to be
effective. There’s a need for many public education programs
and community preparedness programs that could be done to
benefit our community and our citizens if there were enough
manpower to provide those.
“I realize our budget is very tight, but I feel there is an
obligation to provide funding for a position for this vital
function. I would ask that we re-look at the budget and find a
way to add this necessary position.”
County Administrator Jim Ledbetter told the Board that
the recommended budget does include a part-time position for
the Elections and Voter Registration Office.
“From an administrator’s standpoint, I couldn’t ask for
better than Courtney and Shea; they do a wonderful job.
This has been a very tough budget year. Fortunately we put
things in place last year that have served us well in the face
of the pandemic. This budget creates no new positions; last
year’s budget created one new position and prior to that, there
have been no new positions created since 2008. Courtney’s
department used to have two people. It becomes a question of
funding and that’s the hard part, but we’ll look into it.”
A copy of the proposed budget can be found at https://
gordoncounty.org/fy-2020-21-recommended-budget/
Also during the meeting, the County received an update
from Gordon County Parks and Recreation Director Don
Holley concerning opening up some of the services at the rec.
“We’re happy that the governor eased some of his
restrictions last week, so we’re going to discuss tonight
reopening some of our facilities, namely the ball fields and
also the gym, provided we maintain the social distancing,”
said Holley. “We feel pretty confident as a staff that we
can sanitize per (the governor’s) requirements and keep the
distancing; maintain a number of 25 or less with our existing

Rod Brehm (Republican)
-

-

County Board of Education,
Post 6:
Christie Owens Fox (Republican)
Samuel T. Jewell (Republican)
Bryon Reeves (Republican)
Magistrate Judge:
Pat
Rasbury
(Incumbent
Republican)

-

-

Full ballots for all local, state and
federal offices up for election, and
additional election can be found on
the Gordon Gazette’s free Election
Information page at https://www.
- gordongazettega.com/2020-electionlocal-candidate-info

that prom would have to be a virtual event, which will be held
on Saturday, June 20 for both schools.
“Under these guidelines and restrictions, a traditional prom
is not possible,” said Fraker, pointing out the social distance
aspect inside a building could not be met.
“We could offer a live-stream online DJ they could stream
into their homes; and have picture opportunities at the school
and prom keepsakes. The mass gatherings come into play
because when they’re inside, you can’t have the six-feet of
distance between 25 people. There would definitely be more
than 25 people. I’m not sure if restrictions are lifted in the next
couple of weeks if (they would be lifted) to accommodate (that
many people participating).”
Hayes said that she feels like the students want to get
dressed up and have photos made, but that the actual prom
event itself is not as important.
“I’ve had a couple of parents reach out to me and say, ‘Have
you considered a little black dress for prom?’ Because these
kids are going to college and at this point, that’s an investment
that’s not going to be fully used. There’s not going to be any
dining out. I feel like a virtual (prom) where they can maybe
meet with certain friends and go take pictures together.”
“As a school, we could offer the opportunity to have
pictures made with the appropriate theme and backdrop at their
schools as long as we stay away from mass gatherings,” said
Dr. Fraker.
“I feel like that providing that opportunity for kids to dress
up, be with their special friends as families feel comfortable and
provide a special platform to post pictures would be appropriate
and I think the kids would be happy,” said Hayes.
“We want to honor these students and let them have some

milestone moments that might look a little different but will
honor their accomplishments,” said Dr. Fraker.
On Tuesday, the school system announced the definite dates
of the graduation ceremonies, June 26 and 27, and said that they
will release additional information concerning the ceremonies
soon.
“(The) system is pleased to announce graduation ceremonies
will take place on June 26th at Gordon Central High and June
27th at Sonoraville High,” a statement released today read.
“These ceremonies will take place with modifications to comply
with current guidelines as the system works in cooperation with
local health and public safety officials to plan an event that will
honor these students and their hard work, while maintaining a
focus on the health and safety of those attending.”
“We are excited to properly recognize the accomplishments
of the Class of 2020 at each of our high schools,” shared
Superintendent Fraker. “We are committed to hosting these
events in a manner that protects the health and safety of the
attendees. For guests who are unable to attend in-person, we
will make each ceremony available via live stream.”
The proms for each school were scheduled for June 20th.
Unfortunately, current limits on gatherings and social distancing
guidelines prohibit this event in its traditional form; therefore,
the schools will offer a modified event. The schools will
facilitate a personalized prom on June 20th where students can
access a Live DJ available through technology with the ability
to interact remotely. In addition, there will be opportunities for
students to go to the school for themed-photo opportunities
that day. “While this is not the prom we know our seniors
envisioned, we hope this will allow each to make memories
through this unique experience,” said Superintendent Fraker.

staff.”
Holley spoke to the Board concerning playgrounds as
well.
“There needs to be some discussion on the playgrounds.
There’s a lot of ambiguity around playgrounds. A lot of the
playgrounds around us are open; Forsyth County, Cherokee
County, Bartow County and the City of Calhoun have all
opened playgrounds. However, if you look at the CDC
website, today they recommend not using playgrounds Part of
that is because, typically, playgrounds are high-touch features.
Where are playground is at Salacoa and at Sonoraville, it’s not
typically high-touch from the standpoint of volume of kids.
NRPA guidelines recommend sanitizing once per day. We’ve
got the man power, the product and the capability to do that
easily.”
Ledbetter said that they also needed to consider opening
the gym.
“I think Calhoun did not open their gum, but we think we
can open the gym to pickle ball and non-contact, non-defense
basketball; shooting and drills,” said Ledbetter.
Holley explained to the Board that Calhoun is working on
a plan to reopen their gym, and other rec departments have
already opened their gyms.
“That’s the hardest part about this, there’s no consistent
level between agencies,” said Holley. “Some are reopening
pools and not gyms; others are doing the opposite. Some are
opening playgrounds and some are not. There’s not a wrong
or a right answer; it goes back to your community and how
COVID has affected your community.”
Ledbetter said that ball fields could be reopened with up to
25 people on a ball field, maintaining social distance.
“They would need to comply with the governor’s items
of standards with distancing and sanitation,” said Ledbetter.
“We’re comfortable with that. We’re comfortable (with the
gym reopening) as far as pickle ball and shooting baskets.
The volume is not so high (in the weight room) that it would
be an issue.”
Holley said that based on square footage in the weight
room, it would have to serve 10 or less people at a time.
Ledbetter mentioned that the county would need to keep
parents that come to practice six-feet apart and follow social
distancing guidelines.
“The citizens have done a good job of monitoring
themselves, and we would like to move forward,” said
Holley. “We would like to open with passive recreational use;
no organized games at this time until further restrictions are
lifted.”
The Board consensus was for the rec department to begin
opening facilities to let people get back out and resume more

normal activity.
The discussion then shifted to adding an ordinance
amendment to the County’s leash law to add a penalty
provision.
“We’ve discussed this off and on; Gordon County has
had a leash law since the late 90’s,” said Ledbetter. “The way
it’s been enforced in the past, in rare cases, (citations) have
been given and when it goes the court, the largest fine we’ve
found (that’s been handed down) is $250. Last year, we cited
somebody whose dogs had become a real problem. The judge
found that our leash law didn’t have a penalty provision in it.
I began investigating, and the way this particular ordinance is
worded, it could be construed that way. Commissioner Sexton
has asked this be brought back up again after an incident in
his neighborhood.”
Commissioner Norris Sexton said that last week, a
handicapped man in his neighborhood been attacked by a dog
that has been a chronic problem.
“Our neighborhood has a lot of people that’s fearful to get
out in their own yard because of two pit bulls, especially one
(in particular). We never know when that dog is going to be
outside or what he’s going to do. He’s already bit somebody
else in their own yard before this latest incident. Last week, he
bit somebody and brought blood. (This was the third incident)
with this particular dog. There’s people that walk on our
street; it’s a dead-end street. The neighborhood has changed
and we have a lot of young kids in there that play in their yard
now. People are scared; they’ve quit walking for exercise. I
really believe if we had this amendment to our leash law, I
won’t say it’s going to cure it all, but when people find out it’s
going to cost them something for not taking care of their own
animals, then I think it’s going to help.”
“Our remedy now has been that if we can catch the dog,
we impound the dog until the owner pays the fee they’ve got
to pay to get the dog out, and that’s problematic because the
dogs can be hard to catch,” said Ledbetter.
The fine that is listed in the County’s ordinance is at the
discretion of the judge, according to Ledbetter. The ordinance
reads that anyone violating the ordinance could receive a
fine not to exceed $1,000 or imprisonment not to exceed six
months in jail.
“That would be the maximum that the judge could (hand
down),” said Ledbetter, telling the Board that he doesn’t know
that they’ve ever had a $1,000 fine handed down. “Generally
fines run around $100 or $250. It’s a tool to have in our chest;
dogs-at-large are one of the biggest complaints that I get.”
The next meeting of the Gordon County Board of
Commissioners will be held at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, June 16
at the County Administration Office in downtown Calhoun.
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THE HUNT FOR FILM: Scoob! (2020)

are well done, but they spend
the majority of the film separated from Fred, Daphne, and
Velma and in the company of
superheroes instead. The plot
is considerably convoluted
for a children’s movie, delving into the Greek mythology
of the three-headed dog Cerberus, throwing around names
like Alexander the Great, and
shoehorning in a prophecy
at the last minute that makes
Scooby-Doo the “chosen one”
COOPER HUNT
of all dogs. Dick Dastardly is
Movie Reviews at
a solid villain for the gang to
The Hunt For Film
face, but there isn’t really a
central mystery for the gang to
solve so the overall the story is
A FUNNY ADVENTURE very lacking and doesn’t feel
WITH GREAT VISUALS true to the quintessential naBUT A STORY THAT WILL ture of Scooby.
LEAVE FANS UNSATISFIED.
PERFORMANCES AND
HUMOR
Scooby and the gang face
their greatest mystery ever: a
While the serious moments
plot to unleash the ghost dog and storytelling aren’t very
Cerberus upon the world. As impressive, the comedic writthey race to stop the dogpo- ing is surprisingly good as
calypse, they discover Scooby I laughed out loud multiple
has an epic destiny.
times. Warner Bros.’ owning
the film allows the writers to
MEDDLING
utilize the property rights to
SCREENWRITERS
Harry Potter, The Lord of the
Rings, and even the AT&T jinAs many others have said, gle to brilliant comedic effect.
this movie really shouldn’t be On this note, all of the voice
called Scoob! since it serves acting is spot-on, especially
more as a Hannah Barbera from the heavy hitters like
cartoon team-up than solely a Frank Welker as Scooby himScooby-Doo story. Blue Fal- self, Zac Efron as Fred, Will
con, Captain Caveman, Dick Forte as Shaggy, and the alDastardly, and more all carry ways underrated Jason Isaacs
substantial parts of the story, as Dick Dastardly. The actors
making it seem more like an and actresses make the best
Avengers-style group movie out of an unbalanced script,
than having a focus on the titu- making the less interesting
lar dog. The moments that do parts at least bearable and the
have a focus on the friendship funny parts absolutely great.
between Shaggy and Scooby

June 2020

STYLISH SNACKS

From the opening beach sequence, the animation style
immediately caught my eye
and never let go. It’s not shooting for realism or depth, but
instead the brightly overstated
coloring is truly beautiful in
numerous scenes. Some of the
best sequences are the opening flashback, the action scene
at the amusement park in the
middle of the movie, and the
final showdown in Greece. It’s
not as eye-popping or groundbreaking as Spider-Man: Into
the Spider-Verse (the best animated movie of all time, in my
opinion), but it’s still unquestionably and noticeably welldrawn with a striking variety
of color. The opening scene is
also expertly capped off with
an updated take on the classic
intro from the 1960’s ScoobyDoo: Where Are You? TV series, and it’s a lovely homage
to the original show.
CONCLUSION
I must admit, I was somewhat let down by Scoob! as it
is definitely a far cry from the
classic golden age ScoobyDooby-Doo from the days of
old in the 60’s, but the movie
is still enjoyable for at least
one watch. The inclusion of the
wider Barbera cartoon characters is a worthy idea, but perhaps they should’ve been only
included as brief or extended
cameos in one or two scenes,
not the entire film. People
watch Scooby-Doo expecting
the gang to work together and
solve the mystery, not for the
gang to be split up and work
with superheroes to fight an

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

ancient Greek monster dog’s
ghost. The bad guys are always
supposed to be ordinary people
in masks, not literal mythological creatures or super villains
with a robot army. Despite the
lackluster plot, I wasn’t bored
by the movie since the voice
cast pull their weight with
compelling performances and
the animation is really beautiful to observe. In other words,
it might have a forgettable story, but at least Scoob! is fun to

listen to and look at.
Personal: C
Critical: 60%
Cooper Hunt is a senior at
Gordon Central High School.
A movie buff, Hunt runs “The
Hunt for Film,” where he reviews recent releases from
Hollywood. You can check out
his reviewes at thehuntforfilmwordpresscom.wordpress. com

Community Events

purchased online by visiting the GEM’s will be completed remotely by phone.
Tallatoona officers are currently closed
-The GEM Theatre, located at website www.calhoungemtheatre.org.
until further notice.
114 North Wall Street in Calhoun,
-Story times at the CalhounNotices
is excited to welcome back to their
Gordon
County Library, 100 N. Park
-TALLATOONA
BEGINS
LIHEAP
stage, 90’s Alt-Rock band Sister
Ave.
in
Calhoun, are 10:30 a.m. on
COOLING
ASSISTANCE.
Low
Income
Hazel. The show will be held on Friday,
Thursdays
Energy
Assistance
Program
Cooling
June 26, beginning at 8 p.m. Tickets
-Fairmount Library is now located
for the GEM performance range from Assistance available; appointments
inside
of City Hall on the second
have
begun
for
seniors:
Tallatoona
$40 - $50 and can be purchased online
floor.
Story
time is held every second
Community
Action
Partnership,
Inc.
by visiting the GEM’s website www.
Saturday
of
the month at 11 a.m. and
has
begun
the
annual
Low
Income
calhoungemtheatre.org.
Home Energy Assistance Program New Horizon Book Club is held on the
(LIHEAP) Cooling Assistance for second Thursday of the month. For more
August 2020
information call 706-337-5306.
-Who’s Bad: The Ultimate Michael Gordon County.
-If your school, church, civic
On
April
1
at
8:30
a.m.,
Tallatoona
Jackson Experience is coming to the
or
other organization would like a
began
accepting
appointments
for
the
GEM Theatre on Saturday, Aug. 1,
representative
from the Georgia State
LIHEAP
cooling
program
for
senior
beginning at 7:30 p.m. The performance
Patrol
to
come
and speak with your
households
age
65
and
older,
along
with
is presented by Floyd Urgent Care in
group
on
law
enforcement
or public
homebound
households.
Appointments
Calhoun. The GEM is located at 114
safety
matters,
call
706-624-1477.
for
the
general
public
will
be
accepted
North Wall Street. Tickets for the event
at the GEM range from $35 - $40. For beginning May 1, beginning at 8:30 a.m.
Gordon County residents who qualify
tickets, visit www.calhoungemtheatre.
will
receive either $350 or $400 toward
org/
their
electric bill.
-Carman, the Christian artist who
To
schedule an appointment, visit the
has consistently operated outside the
Tallatoona
website at www.tallatoonacap.
box of Christian music, will be taking
org
and
click
‘BookNow,’ or call 770the state of the GEM Theatre for a nice
817-4666,
extension
2.
of worship on Friday, Aug. 7, beginning
It’s
important
to
note that due to
at 7:30 p.m. The GEM is located at
health
and
safety
concerns
related to
114 North Wall Street in Calhoun.
COVID
19,
appointments
for
assistance
Tickets range from $30 - $35 and can be

-Story times at the CalhounGordon County Library, 100 N. Park
Ave. in Calhoun, are 10:30 a.m. on
Thursdays.
-The Calhoun Adult Learning
Center has so much to offer. Make the
center your window to the world. Free
study programs are offered during the
day and evening sessions. Enroll in adult
education today. Call 706-624-1111.
The center is located on the campus
of Georgia Northwestern Technical
College.
-The Gordon County Saddle Club
meets the fourth Thursday of each
month. The meetings will be held at
the Gordon County Agricultural Service
Center, 1282 Hwy 53 Spur SW Suite
200, Calhoun, Ga. 30701. Contact 770548-5956 for more information.
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ONE VISION.
ONE INSTITUTE.
O N E C O M M U N I T Y.
O N E F O C U S : you

1215 Memorial Drive
Dalton, Georgia
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