
At the Monday night, Jan. 
11, 2021 meeting of the Gordon 
County Board of Education, 
GCS renamed the gym at Red 
Bud Elementary School the 
Freda Hunt Gymnasium, in 
honor of the legendary athlete 
that defined Red Bud High 
School athletics when she 
played in the gymnasium at 
what was then Red Bud High 
School, and who continues 
to be an integral part of the 
Red Bud-Gordon County 
community today.

“This is a very special 
occasion for us,” said 
Superintendent Dr. Kimberly 
Fraker, who went on to say that 
the request for the renaming 
of the gym was made by the 
Red Bud High School Alumni 
Association.

Board chairman Charlie 
Walraven formally named the 
facility and gave a retrospect 
of Hunt’s accomplishments.

“Tonight, we’re here to 
honor a tremendous athlete 

and legendary member of the 
Red Bud and Gordon County 
communities,” said Walraven.

Hunt played basketball 
for the Red Bud High School 
Lady Cardinals, as they were 
then known, from 1961-1965. 
She broke the state record for 
most points scored in a single 
game -86 points- a record that 
still stands. The game, a 92-25 
victory over Gilmer County, 
marked a 30-game winning 
streak for the Red Bud 
Lady Cardinals, eventually 
becoming state runner-ups. 
Hunt scored 1,146 points in 
her senior season during her 
time at Red Bud, and averaged 
40-plus points per game during 
her career. She was the State 
Championship Most Valuable 
Player, and a member of the 
state-wide All-Tournament 
Team.

Upon graduation from 
Red Bud, where she was 
Valedictorian of her senior 
class, Hunt went on to Berry 
College, where she was 
selected as a Dana Scholar, 
graduating Magna Cum Laude. 
She then earned her Master’s 

in Education degree from the 
University of Georgia, and an 
Education Specialist degree 
from Georgia State.

Hunt returned to the Red 

Bud community to teach for 
18 years and served as the 
high school girls’ basketball 
coach for 10 years. She was 
named a Teacher of the Year 
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The Calhoun City 
Council held their first 
meeting of the year on 
Monday night, Jan. 11, 
2021, cleaning up a few 
items of business in the 
brief meeting.

Council  member 
George Crowley was 
selected to remain the 
2021 Mayor Pro Tem for 
the City of Calhoun.

The Board approved 

a zoning change request 
during a public hearing 
for 4.782 acres off of 
Travelers Path NE from 
C-2 to Ind-G by Stanley 
Simpson, who wants to 
eventually put a truck 
terminal on the property.

“There is an existing 
dedicated roadway 
but there’s a private 
drive that will service 
that 4.8 acres that at 
this time would not be 
under City Specs,” said 
City Attorney George 

Govignon. He explained 
that the private drive as 
it is at this time does 
not meet the conditions 
of Chapter 82, Article 
II, Section 82-46, 
Base and Pavement 
Specifications, Major 
Collector (industrial) 
of the Calhoun Code 
of Ordinances.  The 
constructed private drive 
would be sufficient for 
the current rezoning 
request, but the remaining 
tract of approximately 17 

acres would be limited 
to only a single building 
permit in the future.  The 
presently constructed 
drive only contains the 
amount of public road 
dedication for 25 feet to 
be employed to obtain a 
building permit for the 
4.782 acre tract, and the 
remaining tract would 
only be eligible for a 
single building permit 
without additional public 
road footage being 
provided.

In other news from 
the meeting:

A second reading 
of a beer and wine 
package license request 
at 1600 Dews Pond Road 
(Ginger’s Grocery) by 
Madan Patel was held. 
Patel will also be the 
store manager. The 
request is up for public 
hearing on Jan. 25.

Calhoun City Council holds first meeting of 2021

Several churches in 
Calhoun-Gordon County 
will be hosting a public 
prayer event (with social 
distancing measures in 
place) on the campus of 
AdventHealth Gordon 
tomorrow night, Thursday, 
Jan. 14, 2021, at 6 p.m. 
The prayer is for the 
community’s local health 
care professionals, who 

have been dealing with 
the COVID pandemic 
for almost a year, as a 
way of thanking them for 
taking care of the sick in 
our community. Anyone 
who would like to join in 
for a time of community 
prayer is asked to meet 
at 6 p.m. in the (Red 
Bud Road) parking lot 
on the hospital’s campus. 
Everyone is asked to STAY 
IN THEIR VEHICLE 
once parked to maintain 
social distancing.

The Gordon County 
Board of Education held 
their first meeting of 
2021 on Monday night, 
Jan. 11, holding a special 
ceremony to kick off the 
meeting renaming the 
Red Bud Elementary 
gym the Freda Hunt 
Gymnasium, in honor 
of the legendary Red 
Bud High School Lady 
Cardinal, who still holds 
a state record for most 

Update from Gordon County BOE’s first meeting of 2021

See BOE, 
page 11A
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Public prayer event to be held at 
AdventHealth Gordon on Thursday

GORDON COUNTY SCHOOLS

See CITY, 
page 12A

Freda Hunt speaks to the crowd who gathered for the gym dedication in her honor on Monday 
night, Jan. 11, 2021 as Gordon County Board of Education Chairman Charlie Walraven and 
Superintendent Dr. Kimberly Fraker look on. (BRANDI OWCZARZ/Staff)

Five deaths related 
to COVID reported in 
Gordon on Tuesday

After more than 
a week of having no 
reported deaths due to 
COVID-19 in Gordon 
County, the Tuesday, Jan. 
12, 2021 numbers were 
released and showed five 
more deaths reported that 
day, bringing Gordon 
County’s death toll to 66.

According to the daily 
numbers released by the 
Department of Public 
Health, on Tuesday, 
Gordon County has had 
4,543 COVID-19 cases 
(up 53 since the previous 
day) since the beginning 
of the pandemic in 
March. There are also 6 

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

See COVID,
page 11A

The Gordon County BOE recognized Freda Hunt at Monday’s meeting. Pictured, left to right: Christie Fox, 
Dana Stewart, Kacee Smith, Freda Hunt, Charlie Walraven, Dr. Kimberly Fraker, Eddie Hall and Bobby Hall.
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The Board of Trustees 
of the Calhoun-Gordon 
County Public Library 
will hold its quarterly 
meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 
9, 2021, at 4:30 p.m via 
online through Google 
Meet. 

To join this meeting 
you can call in using +1 
484-519-1276 PIN: 
850 482 531# 

Please note, when 
joining this meeting, 
guests  wil l  be 
automatically muted, but 
will be able to converse 
through text chat. This 

meeting is open to the 
public.

Thi s  r egu la r ly 
scheduled meeting of 
the board of trustees will 
consider agenda items, 
actions and review 
proposed amendments 
and or updates to the 
constitution and bylaws 
of the public library.  
Proposed changes to the 
constitution and bylaws 
must be presented to 
the library board of 
trustees for review at 
least 2-weeks prior to the 
meeting date.  

Gordon County, Ga, 
1–The Gordon County 
Chamber of Commerce 
announces  th i r ty 
sponsorships have been 
claimed for Keep It In The 
County 2021, showing 
record support for the 
local spending campaign 
still going strong as it 
enters its twelfth year. 
First conceived at the 
Chamber’s 2008 Planning 
Retreat and launched 
at a July 2009 Booster 
Breakfast sponsored by 
Starr-Mathews Agency, 
Keep It In The County 

has become one of the 
Chamber ’s signature 
programs. The goals 
of the program are to 
educate citizens about 
the importance of 
local spending and the 
economic impact of those 
choices, and to provide 
sponsors with significant 
marketing opportunities 
at substantial discounts.

“The Chamber is 
proud of its programs, 
especially those that 
serve individual members 
as well as the entire 
business community. 
Keep It In The County 
has been able provide 
sponsors with deeply 
discounted promotion 

packages while also 
reaching the public about 
the value and impact of 
their decisions to shop 
locally,” said Kathy 
Johnson,  President 
& CEO of the Gordon 
County Chamber of 
Commerce. “We think 
the campaign’s success 
makes it clear that 
members recognize 
the value provided and 
speaks for their plans 
to market themselves 
aggressively in this 
challenging new business 
climate.” 

The thirty sponsors of 
Keep It In The County 
2021 are AdventHealth 
Gordon ,  Ba t t e ry 

Recycling Made Easy, 
Calhoun-Gordon Council 
for a Literate Community, 
Care at Home, Cherokee 
Mechanical,  Chick-
fil-A Calhoun, City of 
Calhoun, Larry Dixon 
Construction, Family 
Savings Credit Union, 
First Bank of Calhoun, 
Flipper McDaniel & 
Associates, Fox & 
Brindle Construction, 
G e o rg i a  P o w e r, 
Greater Community 
Bank ,  Hami l t on 
Health Care System, 
Harbin Clinic, HMTX 
Industries, Integrated 
Sitework, Liberty Tire 
Recycling, Mohawk 
Industries,  Momon 

Construction, Nichols, 
Cauley & Associates, 
LLC, North Georgia 
E.M.C., Prater Ford, 
RAK Outfitters, Shaw 
Industries, Southeast 
Civil, Starr-Mathews 
Agency, Synovus, and 
The Council on Alcohol 
and Drugs. Four of the 
sponsors are legacy 
supporters involved since 
2008 and eight joined the 
campaign this year. 

The mission of the 
Gordon County Chamber 
of Commerce is to 
connect members and the 
community to promote 
economic growth. 
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE

WE’VE GOT JOBS!

513 Lovers Lane Road S.E., Calhoun, GA

706.383.8234
Equal Opportunity Employer

PRODUCTION WORKERS:  $12/hr 7am to 4:30pm, heavy lifting 

needed for production line work-5 openings

HR ADMIN ASSIST: do not have pay rate set yet. If we can get a 

range of resumes possibly that are entry level HR with some experi-

ence. Or some moderate experience like 1-5 years in an HR role or 

related but preferably that has HR experience

TIRE HANDLER: $11 & UP BASED ON JOB/SHIFT-12hr swing 

shift days—7am-7:30pm, 2nd & 3rd—Tire Handlers 3pm-11:30pm/ 

11:00pm-7:30am

MATERIAL HANDLER-A5-20 Openings -No Interviews needed 

-Hours: 5am -3:30pm Monday – Friday / 5am -1:30pm Saturday

GENERAL LABOR-$10.50, day shift, 7am to 4:30pm, general labor 

in warehouse, working packing, loading trucks, wrapping, anything 

to prep for shipping in warehouse

UTILITY PERSON: $10-11/hr, drive hyster (pole and squeeze) (and 

also our box truck to deliver carpet, etc.-once hired on.)  He may 

be working in shipping one day and helping with yarn, etc. the next. 

Interview and they need to be here before 3 pm to interview.  Hours 

are 7 to 3 Monday-Friday. 

INDUSTRIAL BINDING:  (sewing machine)  candidates that have 

sewing machine experience we will pay them $14.25 per hour.  They 

must have previous sewing experience. 2nd shift-and work Monday 

– Thursday 5pm to 3:30am

CHAMBER LAUNCHES KEEP IT IN THE 
COUNTY 2021 WITH RECORD NUMBERS

GORDON COUNTY 
CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE

Calhoun-Gordon County Public Library’s  
Board of Trustees to meet on Tuesday, Feb. 9

CONTRIBUTED

Thirty Chamber Members Sponsor Shop-Local Campaign

Kathy Johnson, presi-
dent & CEO of the 
Gordon County 
Chamber of Commerce 
( C O N T R I B U T E D 
PHOTO)

Physician Group

PERSONALIZED CARE 
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

We accept most health insurance plans.

Michelle Little, DO 
Family Medicine

Jennifer Smith, 
FNP-C

Family Medicine

Justin Hare, DO
Neurosurgery and 

Spine

Primary Care • 706.529.3025
Neurosurgery & Spine • 706.529.7124

160 Curtis Parkway NE
Calhoun, GA



Charles Dutton
Charles Roy Dutton, 

66, of Calhoun, died 
Sunday, Jan. 10, 2021 
after a three-year illness. 
He was born on Oct. 26, 
1953 in Gordon County to 
Mary Lou Dutton and the 
late Paul Leuene Dutton.

He is survived by 
his wife, Donna “Kay” 
Dutton; son and daughter-
in-law, Kane and Crystal 
Dutton; sister, Dottie 
Blevin; grandchildren, 
Robert Gilbert and Jordan 
Gilbert, Dustin Gilbert and Breanna Gilbert, and 
Haven Gilbert and Kris Penson; aunt, Patsey Pass; 
aunt and uncle, Joy and Johnny Dutton; niece and 
aunt, Teresa and Mick Dutton; Heather Getzfred- the 
other daughter; cousins, Kenneth and April Harkins; 
he is also survived by several loved nieces and 
nephews, and aunts and uncles.

His body was cremated, and the family will have 
a memorial service on Friday, Jan. 15, 2021 at 1 p.m. 
at Max Brannon and Sons Funeral Home. The family 
will receive friends from 12 p.m. until the service.

To cover funeral expenses donations can be made 
at www.maxbrannonandsons.com

To leave condolences and sign the online guest 
book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to serve 
the family of Charles Roy Dutton.

Linda Harris
Mrs. Linda Mae 

Harris, 76, of Adairsville, 
passed away on Saturday, 
Jan. 9, 2021, at her 
residence.

Mrs. Harris was born 
in Calhoun on July 27, 
1944, daughter of the late 
Felmore Elthan “F. E.” 
Self and Mary Lee Pelfrey 
Self. Mrs. Harris was a 
member of Adairsville 
First Christian Church. 
A devoted wife, mother, 
and grandmother, Linda’s 
family brought her the most joy. She loved spending 
her time with her children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. Linda was a wonderful cook and 
enjoyed watching game shows and wrestling. She was 
preceded in death by her parents; sisters, Mary Lou 
Self and Velma Lee Elwood; brothers, Ralph Self, 
Delmus Self, Larry Self, and Danny Self.

She is survived by her loving husband of 60 years, 
Alfred Harris; sons, Brad and Kathy Harris, Allen 
and Marsha Harris; daughters, Beverly and Herod 
Moore, Brandy Cobb, and Jennifer and Keith Dutton; 
grandchildren, Latasha (Matt) Montgomery, Preston 
(Kayla) White, Deana (Blake) Blair, LaRay (Holly) 
Harris, Loren Harris, Herod (Maggie) Moore, Ethan 
(Morgan) Moore, Christian Shinall, Courtney Allen, 
Tiara Allen, and Jessie D. Allen; great-grandchildren, 
Blair and Harper Montgomery, Paisley and Lilly 
White, Cheyenne and Sierra Blair, Dawson and Josie 
Harris; Gavin, Gunter, Reece, Sadie, and Ty Moore, 
and Everleigh Allen; brothers, F. A. and Mary Rose 
Self and Ronnie and Mary Jane Self; sisters-in-law, 
Faye Self, Gayla Self, and Sheila several nieces and 
nephews.

Funeral service was held Tuesday, Jan. 12, 2021, at 
2 p.m. from the chapel of Barton Funeral Home with 
Rev. Tim Baird officiating. Interment followed in 
Eastview Cemetery, Adairsville. The family received 
friends Tuesday from 12 – 2 p.m. at Barton Funeral 
Home. Pallbearers included her grandsons.

Sign the guestbook and leave online condolences 
at www.BartonFuneralHome.net

R. Dudley Barton & Son Funeral Home, 
Adairsville, is in charge of arrangements for Mrs. 
Linda Mae Harris.

James Huffman
James Louis Huffman, age 72, of Nettleton, Miss., 

passed away on Jan. 1, 2021 at North Mississippi 
Medical Center, Tupelo, Miss.

James was born on Dec. 28, 1948 in West Point, 
Miss., son of the late Louis and Mattie Katherine 
Allen Huffman. He was a member of Cason Baptist 
Church, Nettleton, Miss., and worked as a truck 
driver with Royal Trucking Company for over 25 
years. He was a veteran of the United States Army. 

In addition to his parents, James was also preceded 
in death by his daughter, Tammy Newman.

James is survived by: his daughter, Jamie Fore 
of Rome; brothers, Douglas Huffman, Dewayne 
Huffman, and Barry Huffman; sister, Jeanne Jones; 
six grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren.

A Celebration of the Life of James will be 
conducted on Friday, Jan. 15, 2021 at 1 p.m. from 
the Chapel of Thomas Funeral Home with Reverend 
Brian Fike officiating. Interment will follow in 
Chandler Cemetery.

The family will receive friends on Friday, Jan. 15, 
2021 from 12 p.m. until the funeral hour at 1 p.m. at 
Thomas Funeral Home.

Due to the ongoing national health crisis, face 
coverings must be properly worn by all those who 
plan to attend. Social distancing guidelines must be 
followed at all times while attending the service.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of James Louis Huffman.

Helen Jones
Mrs. Helen H. Jones, 

age 76, of Adairsville, 
passed away peacefully 
Saturday, Jan. 9, 2021, at 
her residence.

She was born in Rome 
on Feb. 3, 1944, daughter 
of the late Charlie 
Hazelwood and Mattie 
Inez Smith Hazelwood. 
Mrs. Jones was a member 
of Dry Creek Baptist 
Church. She retired as 
vice president from First 
Federal Savings and Loan 
after 30 years of service. She was on the board of 
directors and also a member of BPW, Business of 
Professional Women’s Club. Upon retiring she was an 
avid reader, loved flowers, and watching her favorite 
shows. 

Mrs. Jones was preceded in death by her parents; 
sisters, Debra Dabbs, Marie Millsap, Mable Quarles, 
Syble Chamlee, and Evelyn Towe; and brother, C. D. 
Hazelwood.

Survivors include her loving husband of 52 years, 
Luke Jones; daughters, Brooke Mascia and fiancé, 
Chris Wheeler and Farrah Worsham; grandchildren, 
Garrett Worsham, Kylie Mascia, and Laurie Worsham; 
sister, Jeroane Mathis, many beloved nieces and 
nephews, and her loyal four legged companion, 
Gizmo “momo”.

Funeral services were held Monday, Jan. 11, 2021, 
at 2 p.m. from the chapel of Barton Funeral Home 
with Rev. Stacey Nicholson officiating. Interment 
followed in Dry Creek Cemetery, Adairsville. The 
family received friends Monday from 12 – 2 p.m. at 
Barton Funeral Home. Honorary pallbearers included 
Terry Chamlee, Clark Millsap, Carey Millsap, Craig 
Millsap, Steve Quarles, Ronnie Towe, Ricky Towe, 
and Bobby Hazelwood.

Family and friends attending services will be 
required to wear face mask and observe social 
distancing.

Sign the guestbook and leave online condolences 
at www.BartonFuneralHome.net

R. Dudley Barton & Son Funeral Home, 
Adairsville, will be in charge of funeral arrangements 
for Mrs. Helen Hazelwood Jones.

Claude ‘Pork Chop’ Medley
Claude “Pork Chop” 

Medley, 57, of Calhoun, 
died Saturday, Jan. 9, 
2021. He was born on 
Feb. 26, 1963 to the 
late Edward and Margie 
Medley. He was preceded 
in death by his wife, 
Angela Medley.

Pork Chop is survived 
by his family and friends.

To honor his wishes he 
was cremated. Extended 
family and friends will 
gather for a memorial 
service at a later date.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to serve 
the family of Claude “Pork Chop” Medley.

Ross Neal
Ross Neal, age 71, of Calhoun, passed away on 

Monday, Jan. 11, 2021 at AdventHealth Gordon.
Ross was born on Nov. 7, 1949 in Gordon County, 

son of the late Ernest W. Neal and Ivaline Manning Neal. 
He was a lifetime resident of Gordon County and was a 
member of Calhoun First Baptist Church. Ross was a 
veteran of the United States Army.

Ross is survived by: his son, Joey Neal; two daughters, 
Nikki Neal and Alison Neal Dempsey; two brothers, 
Ernie Neal and Phil Neal; and four grandchildren, Kaylie 
Neal, Paisley Lance, Avelyn Lance, and Ian Lance.

A celebration of the life of Ross will be held on 
Saturday, Jan. 16, 2021 at 3 p.m. from the Chapel of 
Thomas Funeral Home with Dr. Bert Vaughn officiating.

Due to the ongoing national health crisis, face 
coverings must be properly worn by all those who plan 
to attend. Social distancing guidelines must be followed 
at all times while attending the service.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Ross Neal.

Herbert ‘Fat Rabbit’ Owens
Herbert Lamar “Fat Rabbit” Owens, age 89, of 

Calhoun, passed away on Monday, Jan. 11, 2021 at 
AdventHealth Gordon.

Herbert was born on Feb. 9, 1931 in Gordon County, 
son of the late Hub Owens and Emma Greeson Owens. 
In addition to his parents, Herbert was also preceded in 
death by: his wife, Carolyn Bussey Owens; two sons, 
Chuck Owens and Jimmy Owens; grandson, Andrew 
Owens; sister, Vivian Owens Sheehan; and son-in-law, 
Bailey Oliver. 

Herbert was a lifetime resident of Gordon County and 
prior to his retirement worked as an electrician. Herbert 
was a veteran of the United States Air Force and was a 
member of the American Legion Post 47, where he was 
a Past Commander.

Herbert is survived by: his daughter, Gail Owens 
Oliver; three grandchildren, Maxwell Oliver and his 
wife Lorrie, Michael Owens and his wife Shawnett, and 
Stacey Anderson; nine great-grandchildren; and seven 
great-great-grandchildren.

A Graveside Service will be held on Wednesday, Jan. 
13, 2021 at 11 a.m. at Bennett Cemetery with Reverend 
Walter Printup officiating.

Due to the ongoing national health crisis, face 
coverings must be properly worn by all those who plan 
to attend. Social distancing guidelines must be followed 
at all times while attending the service.

You may leave the family online condolences at www.
thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Herbert Lamar “Fat Rabbit” Owens.

Arthur Parker
Mr. Arthur Joe Parker, age 73, of Resaca, departed this 

life Saturday, Jan. 9, 2021, at home. He was born Feb. 19, 
1947 in Jasper. He was preceded in death by his mother, 
Geneva Parker; wife, Elise Johnson Parker; daughter, 
Carolyn Spears; grandson, Terry Eugene Parker.

He is survived by his son, Sam Swim of Dalton; 
daughters, Carolyn Spears, Rena Hall, Sherry Swim, 
Debbie Swim all of Dalton; brother, William Parker; 
thirteen grandchildren, several great grandchildren.

Service to celebrate the life of Mr. Arthur Joe Parker 
will be held Monday, Jan. 18, 2021 at 11 a.m. from the 
Ponders Melrose Chapel. Interment will follow in the 
Ponders Colonial Hills Memorial Park Cemetery. The 
family will receive friends at the funeral home from 5 
p.m. until 9 p.m. on Sunday. 

Due to the National health crisis and the Covid-19 
virus, masks must be worn properly at all times and social 
distancing must be observed when visiting the funeral 
home.

Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.
pondersfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements will be announced by, Ponders Melrose 
Chapel 138 Melrose Drive Dalton, GA 30721, 706-226-
4002

www.selectedindependentfuneralhomes.org and 
www.ogr.org

Teresa Quary
Teresa Leigh Quary, 54, 

of Calhoun, died Sunday, 
Jan. 10, 2021. She was born 
on Oct. 11, 1966 in Fulton 
County to the late Delmar 
Lorvan Haynes and Mary 
Joyce Larid Haynes.

She is survived by 
her children, Joshua 
Ray Hibbert and Kayla 
Michelle Watkins; brother, 
Johnathan Dale Haynes; 
other survivors include, 
Martha Kelley, Al Kelley, 
and Peggy Laird.

To honor her wishes her body was cremated and 
the family will have a memorial service at Griffin First 
Assembly 2000 West McIntosh Road Griffin, GA 30223 
on Thursday, Jan. 14, 2021 at 2 p.m. The family will 
receive friends from 1 p.m. until the service hour of 2 
p.m. 

In lieu of flowers the family suggest donations be 
made to the Wounded Warrior Project.

To leave condolences and sign the online guest book 
please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to serve the 
family of Teresa Leigh Ouary.

Toney Schrivner
Toney Schrivner, 96, of 

the Fairmount Community 
died at her daughter’s home 
on Saturday, Jan. 9, 2021. 
She was born in Whitfield 
County. She was preceded 
in death by her parents 
and her children: David 
Bennett, Judy Kilbey, Lee 
Ledford, Larry Ledford, 
Loretta Ledford, and 
Jackie Ledford. 
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WHAT’S YOUR ANSWER?

I can’t recall a whole 
lot of worrying that took 
place in my college days, 
other than worrying over 
final exams and projects 

that I had conveniently 
put off to the end of the 
semester. There were so 
many things that I was 
introduced to. Of course 
I wanted all my friends to 
share in the same. From 
my first and only pizza 
delivery job, to joining 
the oldest secret college 
fraternity, my life was 
changed through the 
experiences that came 
along with my education. 
So many life changing 
things happened. Many 
things that I was taught 
over the years of my 
childhood became less 
important. 

In this process of 
being out on my own 
to experience life, there 
were a great number of 

things that challenged 
who I had been raised 
to be. Of course in being 
saved, on September 16, 
2001, I learned some 
even more important 
things. 

I learned about the 
love of God compelled 
me to love, and serve, 
people like Jesus did. 
The importance of time 
with God, in prayer and 
scripture, is the main 
avenue by which I have 
grown spiritually. 

There’s nothing more 
that I enjoy more than 
investing in the lives of 
students. I love to see 
them come to know the 
Lord, and to grow such as 
I have. At the same time, 
there’s so much thrown 

at them to cause them to 
suppress all the things 
and ideas that I and 
others have entrusted to 
them, through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. At 
the same time, Satan has 
used so much to distort 
the truth in their lives. 

We have a group of 
college 18-25 year olds 
that meet for Bible study 
on Thursday nights. In 
the past, we have studied 
apologetics. In essence, 
we have studied why 
we believe what we 
believe. We have done 
the same thing with our 
high school students on 
Wednesday nights. We 
have to prepare ourselves 
to give answers to the 
hard questions about our 

faith and hope in God. 
The Apostle Peter 

penned these words in 
1st Peter 3:15, 16“But 
sanctify the Lord God 
in your hearts: and be 
ready always to give an 
answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason 
of the hope that is in 
you with meekness and 
fear, Having a good 
conscience; that, whereas 
they speak evil of you, 
as of evildoers, they 
may be ashamed that 
falsely accuse your good 
conversation in Christ.”

Even in Christian 
colleges there are those 
who are teaching heresy. 
It’s crazy to me some of 
the ideas that professors 
have and share with their 

students. Sadly, I don’t 
think that high school is 
very far behind in this 
idea manufacturing and 
distribution. 

If God leads you to 
someone questioning our 
faith, you better have 
studied up to give an 
answer. Learn the word 
of God, and share it. Be 
ready when someone 
asks you about this hope 
we have in Jesus. It will 
mean everything to some 
parent or grandparent, 
whose child is under 
attack. 

Be Blessed.

Randy Muse
Antioch Baptist Church 

Youth Minister
rmuse1@yahoo.com
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ONGOING 
- P h i l a d e l p h i a 

Christian School is 
located off Highway 
41 between Calhoun 
and Adairsville. The 
school offers 4-year-old 
kindergarten through 12th 
grade, using the A-Beka 
curriculum. To find out 
more about the school, 
call the office at 706-625-
3233.

-Faith Deliverance 
Ministry and Outreach 
will be taking donations 
of clothes, shoes, also 
all house hold items to 
help needy families. Call 
Minister Evelyn Adams at 
706-671-7988. 

-Celebrate Recovery, 
a faith based 12-step 
program, meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at 
Relevate Church in 
Ranger off 411. Call 
Nicole for information: 
706-979-4713/706-290-
8028.

-East Calhoun 
Church of God, at 401 
Peters Street, gives out 
groceries and clothing 
through the “Feed the 
Needy” ministry each 
Saturday from 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. The church 
hosts a miracle healing 
service every first Friday 
at 7 p.m. For more 
information, contact 
“Feed the Needy” ministry 
director Florence Jones 
at 706-409-1981. Senior 
pastor is Keith Reid. 

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY
Fairmount United 

Methodist Church-
Loving One Another To 
Christ. Sunday School at 
10 a.m.; Worship Service 
at 11 a.m. Children’s 

Church provided. New 
Minister now Leading. 
New programs and 
community outreach 
coming soon.

-Pastor Terry Reisner 
invites everyone to the 
Vision Pentecostal 
Ministry located at 
401 South Wall Street 
in Calhoun. Come hear 
the truth of God’s Word 
Sundays at 11 a.m.

--Pine Chapel United 
Methodist Church, 
located at 2232 Pine 
Chapel Road in Resaca, 
“A place to begin, belong 
and become.” Sunday 
School, 10:15 a.m.; 
Worship, 11 a.m. Pastor 
Louise W. Elmore.

-Resaca Assembly 
of God, located at 
904 Resaca Lafayette 
Rd NW, would like to 
welcome everyone to 
please come and join in 
worship and meet our 
Pastor Steve Burns and his 
lovely wife Cathy. Sunday 
school at 10 a.m., worship 
service on Sunday at 11 
a.m. and 6 p.m.. Everyone 
is invited.

-Calhoun First United 
Methodist Church 
Sunday Worship times: 
9:00 a.m., traditional 
worship; 10 a.m., 
Sunday school; 11 a.m., 
contemporary service 
(in the CAC). Calhoun 
First UMC is located at 
205 East Line Street in 
downtown Calhoun.

-First Presbyterian 
Church, located at 829 
Red Bud Road N.E. in 
Calhoun. Pastor David 
McDonald invites you 
to join us on Sunday for 
Sunday School at 9:45 
a.m., Worship Service at 
11 a.m., and Bible Study 
Class Tuesday 10 a.m.

-Oakman Baptist 
Church located at 397 

Oakman Rd. Oakman, 
Georgia, has Sunday 
school at 10 a.m. Covered 
dish dinner every third 
Sunday fol lowing 
worship. Everyone is 
invited!

-Damascus Baptist 
Church, located on 
North Highway 41 in 
Calhoun, Sunday School 
at 10 a.m. Sunday worship 
at 11 a.m. and Sunday 
night at 6 p.m.

-Old Sugar Valley 
United Methodist 
Church located at 2659 
Old Rome Dalton Road 
in Calhoun has Breakfast 
Social at 9:30 am every 
Sunday. The church 
history is colorful, dating 
back to the Civil War, 
small cozy country church 
nothing fancy! Come join 
us!

-Faith Deliverance 
Ministry and Outreach 
with Evelyn M. Adams, 
Minister has been 
ordained as a Minister of 
the Gospel since 1972. 
Call anytime to come 
minister to your church of 
place or event at 706-337-
3241. 24-hour prayer line 
at 706-671-7988. Send 
all prayer requests to P.O 
Box 394, Fairmount GA, 
30139. 

-Pleasant Valley 
Baptist Church is a Bible 
believing & teaching 
church located in the 
Red Bud Community. 
Pastor Keith Gibson 
and the congregation 
invite you to come and 
worship with us at 3882 
Red Bud Rd., Calhoun. 
Opportunities for worship: 
Bible Study for all ages 10 
a.m., Children’s Church 
up to 5th grade 11a.m., 
Worship service 11 a.m. 
Wednesday night service 
times Prayer Bible Study 
and Student Ministries 7 

p.m. 706-624-0198, Find 
us on Facebook or email 
pvbccalhoun@gmail.com

-Maranatha Baptist 
Church on Hwy 225 
across from paradise 
Drag Strip, Calhoun 
would like to invite you 
to attend our services for 
Sunday School starting at 
10 a.m., Worship Service 
at 10:45 a.m. Wednesday 
Night Services are at 
7 p.m. Everyone is 
Welcome. Pastor Richard 
Webster.

- E v a n g e l i s t i c 
Outreach Ministries on 
1590 Dews Pond Road. 
Pastor Mark Kirby invites 
everyone to Fellowship 
and Worship with us. 
Children’s Church on 
Sunday Services starts 
at 11:00am Childrens 
Church starts at 11:30am. 
Wednesday nights Bible 
Study 7:00pm-8:00pm. 
Come out and see what 
the Lord is doing!

-The College Street 
Church of God, 731 
College St., Calhoun, 
706-483-3666, pastor 
Dewayne Smith, holds 
weekly services: Sunday 
school at 10 a.m., Sunday; 
morning worship at 11 
a.m., Sunday; Sunday 
night service at 6 p.m.; 
and Bible study on 
Wednesday at 7 p.m.

-Victory Fellowship 
Center, 925 Oothcalooga 
St., invites you to weekly 
worship services held at 
11 a.m. every Sunday 
morning. Pastor Joe 
Stewart and the VFC 
family also invite everyone 
to join each Wednesday at 
noon and 7:30 p.m. for 
anointed and enlightening 
Bible studies. If you are 
looking to grow in your 
understanding of God’s 
plan for your life and gain 
greater insight of the life 
changing power of His 
word, come and join us as 
we study the word.

-Boone Ford Baptist 
Church invites you to 
attend its services for 
Sunday School starting 
at 10 a.m. and Worship 
services at 11 a.m. every 
Sunday.  Sunday night 
services are at 6 p.m. 
on the first and third 
Sunday night of each 
month.  Wednesday night 
services start at 7:30 p.m.  
Everyone welcome.  Gary 
Quarles, pastor.

-Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church and Pastor David 
Peeler invite everyone to 
attend weekly services. 
Sunday School begins at 
10 a.m. and worship at 
11 a.m. Sunday evening 
activities and discipleship 
training begin at 6 p.m., 
and children’s and youth 
programs at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday service begins 
at 7 p.m., along with 
Bible study programs for 
children and youth.

-Pastor Steve Corbin 
invites everyone to 
regular services at New 
Zion Baptist Church. 
Sunday School is at 10 
a.m., worship service 
at 11 a.m. and Sunday 
night service at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday night Bible 
study is at 7:15 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome.

-Greater Mt. Tabor 
Baptist Church, 259 
Herring Road, NW, 
Armuchee, invites you 
to come worship and 
fellowship with us on 
Sunday morning at 11 a.m. 
Pastor Reginald McDaniel 
and Church Family also 
welcome you to attend 
Mid-Week Bible Study, 
Wednesday evening at 6 
p.m. and Sunday School at 
10 a..m..  We are a church 
on the move for Christ, 
come share with us as we 
grow in the Word of God.

-Resaca First Baptist 
Church and Pastor Rev. 
Harold Blackstock would 
like to invite you to attend 
our Sunday School at 10 
a.m. and worship at 11 
a.m. Sunday night service 
is at 6 p.m. Wednesday 
night service at 6 p.m. for 
children and youth.

-Liberty Baptist 
Church Pastor Gene 
Ratcliff invites everyone 
to church services in 
Ranger; service times are 
10 a.m. Sunday School, 
11 a.m. Sunday worship 
and 7 p.m. Wednesday 
worship.

-Brother Joe Hall 
and the congregation of 
Ranger Baptist invite 
everyone to its regular 
services on Sunday 
morning. Sunday School 
begins at 10 a.m. Worship 
is Wednesday night with 
dinner at 6:30 p.m. and 
Bible study at 7 p.m. For 
more information, call 
706-629-3425.

-Oak Grove Baptist 
Church of Adairsville is 
located at 997 Brownlee 
Mountain Road S.W. 
Service times are Sunday 
school 9:45 a.m., with 
worship at 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m. on Sunday and 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday. Pastor: 
Roger Fisher.

-Fellowship Baptist 
Church of Plainville 
will hold a Brotherhood 
Breakfast on the second 
Sunday of each month at 
8 a.m. 

-Hope in Christ 
Ministries, 306 Peters 
St., is holding services 
every Sunday morning. 
Adult Bible Study starts 
at 10 a.m. with praise/
worship service at 11 
a.m. Bishop W. S. (Billy) 
Weems is the pastor. 
Rev. Earnest Diamond 
Jr. is assistant pastor. For 
more information, call the 
church at 706-602-2433.

-Talking Rock Creek 
Chapel has a new pastor, 

the Pastor Donald 
Broaehurst and family. 
Service times are 9 a.m. 
for Sunday school and 
Children’s Church and 
10 a.m. and 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday. For more 
information, call 706-
669-0854.

-Rev. Israel and 
Bishop Rita Partin 
Spaulding will host 
a Gathering of Eagles 
Revival Service each 
Saturday night at 
6:30.These meetings 
are designed for those 
individuals who have a 
desire to go higher in 
God. Come expecting 
your breakthrough. The 
location is 799 Pine 
Street in the Church of 
God in Christ building. 
Rev. Israel and Bishop 
Rita are International 
Speakers with a Life 
Changing Word. For more 
information please call 
423-883-3138.

-Philadelphia Baptist 
Church operates North 
Georgia Baptist College 
and is registering 
students. It is a local 
church ministry designed 
to prepare men and 
women for serving the 
Lord. It will provide basic 
training for preachers, 
Sunday school teachers, 
Christian schoolteachers, 
eva ngel i s t s  a nd 
missionaries. For more 
information call the 
church office at 706-
625-3233 or visit the 
college’s web site at www.
nor thgabapt is tcol lege.
com. 

-Calhoun Church of 
Jesus Christ, located at 
the corner of Damascus 
Road and Pine Drive, 
invites everyone to attend 
their weekly services. 
Sunday services take 
place at 10:30 a.m. and 6 
p.m. Wednesday’s service 
is at 7 p.m. The church’s 
pastor is Joshua Maddox 
and assistant pastor is 
Hunter Quarles. 

-Big Springs Baptist 
Church, 3326 Dews Pond 
Road SE, Calhoun, invites 
families and individuals 
from all walks of life 
to attend their services 
(casual dress). The 
worship service includes 
contemporary music 
along with traditional 
hymns and Southern 
Gospel. Children’s 
Church is provided for 
ages K- 3rd grade and 
nursery for babies – pre-
k. Service times: Sunday 
mornings: fellowship 
breakfast, 9:15-9:30 a.m.; 
Bible study (all ages) 
9:45 a.m., worship 10:45 
a.m. Evening worship 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
evenings 6:30 p.m. For 
more information on the 
church you may contact 
Rev. Tommy Phillips at 
678-986-7404.

The Basement to host 
Eric Gilmour Jan. 15-16

Get ready family for Friday, Jan. 
15, 2021 and Saturday, Jan. 16, 2021 
as The Basement hosts guest speaker 
and musical artist Eric Gilmour. 

Gilmour is an author, itinerant 
minister and musician, seeking 
to bring the Church into a deeper 
experience of Jesus. He believes that 
experiencing God at all times is the 
very source of the authentic Christian 
life. Gilmour has written multiple 
dozens of books, released countless 
songs and shared hundreds of videos 
on YouTube which have challenged 
innumerable believers to seek and 
find Jesus through continual rest in 
His presence. 

Doors will open at 6 p.m. and 
ALL are welcome. The Basement is 
located at 903D South Wall Street 

Calhoun. Make sure you invite family 
and friends and pack the house for an 
amazing night of worship and Gods 
presence.

STAFF REPORTS

Church Calendar
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CASH FLOW WITH JOE: Taking Ownership

Well, I got some not-
so-great news yesterday. 
It happened on a pretty 
big rehab we have going 
over in Calhoun. And by 
big, I’m talking about a 
complete gut job.

This house had a 
condemned sticker on it 
when we bought it, if that 
gives you any inclination 
as to its condition. But 
after some inspection 
and planning, we were 
able to get the building 
inspector’s office to sign 
off on our plans and drop 

the case. I guess you 
could say we were able 
to escape condemnation.

“ E s c a p e 
condemnation” — I just 
like the way that sounds.

To start with we 
gutted the inside of the 
house. That means we 
removed all floor, wall 
and ceiling covering so 
that all you could see 
was the subfloor and 
framing inside. This was 
no small task and took 
three 30-yard dumpsters.

Next, we moved 
onto framing. The house 
had some floor system 
issues that needed to be 
addressed. We got that 
done, redefined some 
interior spaces, made 
a master suit and fixed 
some faulty preexisting 
framing.

Then we installed new 
windows and exterior 
doors and had a new 
roof put on. Things were 
going well, and it was 
time for electrical and 
plumbing.

This house was going 
to need to be completely 
replumbed and have all 

new electrical. As such, 
we needed licensed 
contractors to get permits 
and do the job up to 
current codes so that it 
would pass inspection, 
and we used companies 
we had previously dealt 
with.

It was getting close 
to the holidays, so both 
the plumber and the 
electrician were itching 
to get paid. I understood 
and went ahead and 
cut checks at the time 
of completion. This 
decision deviated from 
our standard operation 
procedure  (SOP). 
According to our work 
contract, a contractor 
is supposed to submit 
their invoice once work 
is complete, and then 
we are to go out and 
verify the work. Finally, 
we mail out payment the 
following Thursday.

This  procedure 
ensures we never pay for 
a job that is incomplete.

The plumber sent me 
a picture of where the 
building inspector signed 
off on his permit. I was 

good with that and cut 
the check. The electrician 
is someone I work with 
all the time. I knew that 
their work would be right 
and wrote them a check 
too.

That was a week and 
half ago. Since then, the 
HVAC contractor has 
come in to do his work, 
and the house is now 
being insulated.

I had to send my 
guys back over there 
to do some final prep 
work for the Sheet-
rocker who is coming 
next week. That’s when 
my lead man, Charles, 
called and told me there 
was no signature on the 
electrical portion of our 
permit.

I called my electrician 
to inquire about this. 
To make a long story 
short, he thought I was 
supposed to call to get 
the inspection. And I 
thought he was going to 
do it since he pulled the 
permit.

The reason for this 
confusion is that in some 
counties, the inspector 

comes out to look at the 
plumbing, electrical and 
HVAC all at once. That’s 
not the case here, and the 
electrical needed to be 
inspected by itself.

I have to admit, I 
was a little frustrated 
with this mix-up. That 
frustration compounded 
once we found out the 
building inspector ’s 
office was closed for the 
rest of the year. I can’t 
put sheetrock up until we 
pass inspection. That fact 
means my jobsite is shut 
down until the inspector’s 
office reopens. This 
development is going to 
put us behind schedule 
and stuck paying 
mortgage interest and 
other holding costs on 
a vacant house we can’t 
work on. That’s not-so-
great news.

So, who’s fault was 
this? It would be easy for 
me to blame the contractor 
saying they should have 
known better. It would 
be easy for me to blame 
the building inspector for 
taking the rest of the year 
off. It would be easy for 

me to blame others for … 
fill in the blank.

But at the end of the 
day, blaming others is 
a weak-minded thing to 
do, and it keeps you from 
being in charge of the 
situation. There is only 
one person to blame here, 
and that person is me.

I should not have 
deviated from our SOP 
and paid the contractor 
when I did. I should have 
verified that inspections 
had been completed 
before cutting checks 
and not just assumed 
everything was good.

It is my fault that my 
house will now be two 
to three weeks behind 
schedule. And I take 
responsibility and full 
ownership of that fact. 
And I can tell you this: It 
won’t happen again.

Joe and Ashley 
English buy houses 
and mobile homes in 
Northwest Georgia. For 
more information or to 
ask a question, go to 
www.cashf lowwi th joe .
com or call Joe at 678-
986-6813.

Joe & Ashley English
Owners of Focus 

Property Solutions, LLC
focuspropertysolutionsllc 

@gmail.com

FINANCIAL FOCUS: How to Respond When Risk Tolerance Is Tested

When you begin 
inves t ing ,  you’ l l 
generally assess your 
comfort with risk, as 
your investment choices 
will be guided at least 
partially by your risk 
tolerance. But once you 
actually experience the 
ups and downs of the 
market, this tolerance 

could be tested.  
Risk tolerance may 

appear less bothersome 
in the abstract but 
seem quite different in 
reality. For example, 
you might initially think 
you wouldn’t be fazed 
by short-term market 
downturns, no matter 
how severe. However, 
when the financial 
markets really decline, 
as happened when the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
struck last March, you 
might find yourself being 
more concerned than you 
thought you would be.   

Before you change 
your  inves tmen t 
strategy, it’s important 
to understand the 
potential tradeoffs. By 
limiting your downside 
risk by investing less 
aggressively, you may 
also limit your upside 
potential. You might need 

to change your strategy 
in other ways, such as 
saving more or working 
longer. That said, the 
tradeoff involved in 
reducing your downside 
risk may be worth taking, 
if it helps you cope better 
with wild market swings, 
as the best strategy may 
be one you can stick with 
through the inevitable 
ups and downs of the 
markets.  

Because market 
fluctuations are a normal 
part of investing, here 
are some additional 
suggestions that may 
help you focus on your 
long-term strategy.   

• Look past the 
immediate event. While 
the market’s pandemic-
driven fall was sudden, its 
recovery was also fairly 
quick. Eight months after 
its March meltdown, the 
market had regained 

all the lost ground and 
reached a new record 
high. During the midst of 
what appears to be a real 
threat to your investment 
portfolio, it can be 
difficult to anticipate 
a more favorable 
environment .  Yet , 
while past performance 
can’t guarantee future 
results, every historical 
market decline has been 
followed by a recovery.  

• Understand that the 
Dow isn’t your portfolio. 
When the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average and 
the other major market 
indexes such as the S&P 
500 fall precipitously 
(or shoot up), it makes 
headlines. But the Dow 
and the S&P 500 only 
track the performance 
of large U.S. companies 
– and while their 
performance may be an 

indication of the U.S. 
economy, they aren’t 
going to track the results 
of your portfolio, which 
should ideally include 
a personalized mix of 
large-company stocks, 
small-company stocks, 
international stocks, 
bonds,  government 
securities and other 
investments.

• Keep your emotions 
out of your investment 
moves. The market will 
fluctuate constantly – 
but you should always 
try keep your emotions 
in check. Excess 
exuberance when the 
market rises, or extreme 
despondency when the 
market falls, can lead you 
to make poor decisions. 
Specifically, we may 
buy when we feel good 
(when the markets are 
up) and sell when we feel 

badly (when markets are 
down). Your heart and 
your emotions may drive 
your financial goals – 
creating a comfortable 
retirement, sending your 
kids to college or leaving 
a legacy for your family 
– but when you invest for 
these goals, you should 
use your head.

 Your  r i sk 
tolerance is a key part 
of your investment 
strategy. But by taking 
the steps described 
above, you can gain a 
broader understanding of 
how risk fits into your 
overall picture – and a 
better understanding of 
yourself as an investor.  

This article was 
written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Edward Jones, 
Member SIPC

Dewayne Bowen
Financial Advisor  
at Edward Jones
dewayne.bowen@
edwardjones.com

FINANCE

Heritage 2021
Celebrating the past, present  
and future of Gordon County

This special, online publication of the Gordon Gazette 
will be FREE for all to enjoy beginning Thursday,  

Feb. 22, 2021, in observance and honor of 
the 171st birthday of Gordon County.

The Gordon Gazette proudly introduces

ATTY GENERAL CHRIS CARR: 
Locksmith Company to Pay 
Over $250,000 in Penalties  
and Consumer Restitution

ATLANTA, GA – Attorney 
General Chris Carr today announced 
that locksmith company King David 
Business Services, LLC and its owner, 
Asher Uziel, (collectively “King 
David”), have entered into a settlement 
requiring them to pay $250,000 in civil 
penalties plus restitution to consumers 
who complained to the Attorney 
General, to resolve allegations that 
the company engaged in unfair and 
deceptive practices by, among other 
things, misrepresenting themselves 
as local businesses, misrepresenting 
their prices and misrepresenting the 
time within which the company would 
arrive to perform requested locksmith 
services.

“Misleading and taking advantage 
of Georgians in this way hurts both 
consumers and legitimate businesses,” 
said Attorney General Carr. “We will 
continue to hold bad actors who engage 
in this behavior accountable.”

King David, whose sole location 
is in Atlanta, Georgia, allegedly made 
numerous misrepresentations as to the 
number and locations of its offices 
via its web sites in order to give 
consumers the impression that they 
were contacting a local locksmith. 
The investigation by the Attorney 
General’s Consumer Protection 
Division revealed that the company 
had over 160 different websites, the 
vast majority of which contained 
geographic designations in the website 

name such as athenslocksmithpro.
com,  ga inesv i l l e locksmi ths .
ne t ,  mar t inez locksmi th .o rg , 
r i n c o n l o c k s m i t h . c o m ,  a n d 
stockbridgespeedylocksmiths.com. 
Many of these websites have been 
shut down since the beginning of this 
investigation. The company also listed 
many different phone numbers on 
its various websites, which were all 
forwarded to the Atlanta area.

The company also allegedly 
advertised and quoted very competitive 
prices, but then failed to honor those 
prices or the discounts it advertised 
on its websites. Not until after a 
technician arrived and the service 
had been performed were customers 
allegedly informed that they owed 
significantly more than the price they 
had been quoted, sometimes more than 
double the amount. What’s more, King 
David allegedly claimed on its website 
that its employees were licensed, 
insured, bonded and certified and that 
the company was a member of the 
Associated Locksmiths of America, 
when such claims were not true.

The settlement requires King David 
to implement policies and procedures 
to ensure that it is in full compliance 
with the Georgia Fair Business 
Practices Act, as well as the other 
terms stipulated in the settlement. If, 
between now and June 30, 2024, King 
David and Mr. Uziel comply with all 
the terms of the settlement, the final 
$50,000 installment of the $250,000 
civil penalty will be waived.

CONTRIBUTED



Leash up your four-
legged friends to explore 
Georgia’s State Parks 
this summer. Kickstart 
the adventure on a 
hiking trail, camp under 
the stars, and even join 
a dog-walking quest. 
No matter what type of 
adventure you seek with 
your pet, Georgia’s State 
Parks guarantees a tail-
wagging time.

New for 2021– Park 
goers and pups will 
soon have the option to 
book one Fido-friendly 

yurt at Fort Yargo State 
Park — the first of its 
kind to be piloted by 
Georgia State Parks in 
2021. Additionally, those 
seeking a home base 
that allows furry guests 
will find even more pet-
friendly cabins coming 
online for the New Year. 
For more information, 
visit GaStateParks.org.

Tails on Trails Club 
– Dogs need exercise 
too, so leash up Fido 
and lace up your hiking 
boots. When you join 
this dog-walking quest, 
you will receive a 
t-shirt for yourself and 
a matching bandana for 

your pet. Finish 12 of 
the suggested 42 hikes 
and be rewarded with 
bragging rights and a 
certificate of completion. 
For club information, 
visit GaStateParks.org/
TailsOnTrails.

Hiking & Sniffing 
Trails – Whether you’re 
walking a Greyhound 
or a Basset Hound, 
you’ll find the perfect 
outing together. Almost 
all Georgia State Parks 
welcome leashed pets 
on hiking trails. Popular 
parks include Don Carter 
State Park on Lake Lanier, 
Red Top Mountain State 
Park on Lake Allatoona 

and Crooked River 
State Park in St. Marys. 
Find a trail near you 
on GaStateParks.org/
DogWalking.

Canine Camping – On 
the hunt for pet-friendly 
campsites? More than 
40 Georgia State Parks 
have campgrounds 
that welcome dogs of 
all breeds and sizes 
with no extra pet fee. 
A few scenic choices 
include Black Rock 
Mountain State Park near 
Clayton, Chattahoochee 

Bend State Park near 
Newnan, or Magnolia 
Springs State Park near 
Millen. For a list of 
pet-friendly campsites, 
visit GaStateParks.org/
Camping.

Dog-Friendly Cabins – 
If you prefer the comforts 
of home, book one of 
Georgia State Parks’ dog-
friendly cottages. These 
fully furnished cabins 
allow for spending the 
night in the heart of 
the parks, with hiking, 
boating, fishing, and 

more just outside your 
door. Reservations are 
required and there is a pet 
fee (two dog maximum). 
Good choices for these 
accommodations include 
Mistletoe State Park near 
Augusta, Seminole State 
Park in Bainbridge and 
Fort Mountain State Park 
near Chatsworth. Learn 
more at GaStateParks.
org /Cot tages  and 
G a S t a t e P a r k s . o r g /
ParkRules.

Gordon County 4-H has 
announced that Gabrielle 
and Jazmine Ralston have 
been named as the 2021 
Georgia Junior National 
Livestock Show Catalog 
Student Spotlights for 
Sheep and Goats.

Each year, in the 
Georgia Junior Livestock 
Catalog at the State 

Livestock Show in 
February,  Georgia 
4-H and FFA spotlight 
six young people; one 
student each in the swine, 
beef cattle, dairy cattle, 
sheep, goat species in 
addition to an All Around 
Individual. 

These spotlights are 
given to those students 
who are the epitome of 
hard work, fair play, 
character and project 

growth. Regardless of 
the color ribbons they 
win, or the size of their 
operation, 4-H wants 
to spotlight those who 
define all that is good 
about the junior livestock 
program.

The Ralston sisters 
are seniors this year at 
Sonoraville High School.

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
Gabrielle and Jazmine!
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Disease Management in the Home Vegetable Garden

Growing your own 
fresh vegetables can be 
a rewarding experience. 
It can also give a sense 
of pride to be about to 
share those vegetables 
with family and friends. 

I will add that for 
anyone that has invested 
time in a home garden, 
you know it is work. So 
much time and effort that 
it is very disappointing 
when disease conditions 
ruin the production. 

Today, I will start 
a two-part series on 
disease management 
in the home vegetable 
garden. I will sharing 
information from a 

revised UGA publication 
by Elizabeth Little, UGA 
Home Garden/ Small 
Farm Plant Pathologist.

For starters, there are 
four primary types of 
organisms that can cause 
plant diseases. Those 
organisms are fungi, 
bacteria, nematodes 
and viruses. You may 
see these organisms 
called plant parasites or 
pathogens. Root rot, leaf 
spots and fruit rots are the 
more common vegetable 
diseases. When rain 
showers and/or heavy 
dews are more frequent 
along with warm temps, 
you will see more fungi 
and bacteria issues. 

Viral type problems 
are more common in the 
summer when insects 
that carry the viral-type 
diseases are more active. 
Nematodes can get going 
when temps are warm, 
but nematodes can feed 
on plant roots all year. 

How do you manage 
disease in the home 
garden? Today, I will 
share various cultural 
practices that can 
reduce your issues 
with vegetable garden 
diseases.

One of the most 
important decisions you 
will make in vegetable 
gardening is selecting a 
great site.

I know that some 
readers may be limited 
on space, but keep these 
following points in mind. 

You need a garden 
spot that is well draining 
of excessive moisture. 
If you garden in a spot 
that retains water, it 
can increase problems 
with seedling, root and 
crown diseases. You 
need the garden to be in 
a sunny and open area 
too. The sun will help 
keep plant foliage dry 
will can reduce foliar 
diseases. Plus, plants 
need sunshine to grow. 

I will add that if 
you do grow vegetables 
in shade or in dense 
vegetation, the area 
could be more humid 
thus a site where you 
can have more disease 
issues. Take the time to 
consider  your garden 
site in the first place. 
This decision can be a 
key in reducing disease 
problems.

 Crop rotation can 
be an important practice 

in your garden area. 
Some folks may think 
crop rotation is more 
associated with large 
farms, but you can use 
rotation in your home 
garden. This can be 
another way to reduce 
diseases. If you keep 
growing the same 
vegetable plant family in 
the same spot annually, 
you can see disease 
pathogen build-up. The 
rule-of-thumb is to only 
grow the same type of 
vegetable or closely 
related vegetables in the 
same soil once every 
three to five years. Crop 
rotation can starve out 
most pathogens that lead 
to stem and leaf diseases. 
Little adds that longer 
crop rotations and/
or other management 
methods may be needed 
for soil-borne problems 
such as root and crown 
diseases.

 Many gardeners like 
to save seed. Keep in 
mind that many plant 
diseases can be seed-
borne. If you do save 
seed, Little suggests 
to consult seed saving 
guides for information 
on which plant species or 

cultivars are appropriate. 
You should also 

only save the seed of 
healthy plants. Note that 
certain diseases such as 
fungal and bacterial leaf 
and fruit spot can lead 
to contamination of the 
seed of the host plant. 
When contaminated 
seed is planted the next 
year, the new plant is 
susceptible to infection.

Keep in mind that 
much of the commercial 
seed is produced out 
west. The western 
United States has less 
issues with seed-borne 
disease pathogens. Seed 
companies will often 
apply fungicides to help 
protect seed which can 
give some protection for 
germinating seed and 
the seedlings. These can 
be reasons to buy seed 
instead of saving seed 
in some situations. Many 
people will purchase 
transplants.

When you make 
transplant purchases, 
choose healthy plants 
that look diseases and 
insect free.

Take advantage 
of disease-resistant 
varieties. It can be 

said that planting 
resistant varieties is the 
most efficient way of 
managing for vegetable 
diseases. 

Note that resistance is 
a relative term. Resistant 
varieties can be either 
totally immune or 
only partially resistant 
depending on the type of 
disease and variety. 

Another management 
decision in the garden is 
to follow recommended 
planting dates. I know 
many gardeners like to 
plant items early to be 
that first person in the 
neighborhood to have 
tomatoes for example. 
The problem is if you 
plant too early, the soil 
temps are too cool. 
This can hurt seed  
germination and can 
increase the occurrence 
of seed and seedling 
disease. 

For more information, 
contact UGA Extension- 
Gordon County at 706-
629-8685 or email 
gbowman@uga.edu.

Also, follow us on 
Facebook at Gordon 
County Extension/ 
Agriculture and Natural 
Resources. 

Greg Bowman
Gordon County 
Extension Agent

gbowman@uga.edu

GORDON GROWN

GORDON COUNTY 4-H

Ralston sisters named as 
2021 Georgia Junior National 

Livestock Show Catalog 
Student Spotlights

Heritage 2021

GEORGIA 
DEPARTMENT OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES
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T h e  G e o rg i a 
Department of Public 
Health Northwest Health 
District has closed its 
online registration portal 
for adults 65 and older 
and their caregivers 
to register to schedule 
COVID-19 vaccination 
appointments. If you 
already registered online 

to be notified to schedule 
an appointment, please 
know we have that 
information and will 
contact you just as soon 
as possible.

Al l  COVID-19 
immunizat ions are 
by appointment. To 
schedule an appointment, 
call your local county 
health department. 
For health department 
phone numbers, go to 

nwgapub l i chea l t h .o rg 
and click on the county 
name at the top of the 
page.

If you have difficulty 
reaching your health 
department, please be 
patient and persistent. 
Keep calling.

Please do not call 
the health department or 
show up at the health 
department asking about 
previous registrations.  

Be assured you will 
be contacted sooner or 
later if you have already 
registered.

We had to close 
online registrat ion 
because the number of 
registrations we were 
receiving was increasing 
at a far greater rate 
than we are capable of 
scheduling appointments 
to immunize people 
with our limited vaccine 

supply.
Our online registration 

portal for healthcare 
providers,  workers, 
and first responders, 
however, remains active. 
You can find that portal 
at nwgapublichealth.org. 
If you use the online 
registration for healthcare 
providers,  workers, and 
first responders, please 
make sure you register 
correctly and completely.

Vaccine supply at the 
moment in Northwest 
Georgia remains very 
limited. We are uncertain 
how long it might be 
before it increases 
enough to allow us to 
notify you. Please be 
patient. We will notify 
you immediately when 
there is adequate vaccine 
available for your 
immunization.
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HEALTH NEWS
GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: Georgia grapples with low 

COVID shot rate, overwhelming demand

Georgia’s worst-in-the-
nation status for COVID 
vaccination rate is a 
glaring hole in the state’s 
fight against the disease.

Some hospital officials 
are pointing to trouble 
inputting data into the state 
immunization registry 
about shots that have been 
given. Gov. Brian Kemp has 
talked about “a significant 
underreporting’’ of how 
many vaccinations have 
been carried out.

The problem is 
certainly not a lack of 
demand for vaccinations. 
In fact, the opposite is true.

County health 
departments are being 
overwhelmed by requests 
for the shots – so much 
so that Monday’s official 
launch of vaccine 
availability for seniors, 
police, firefighters and first 
responders hit immediate 
snags.

A CDC website 
Monday showed Georgia 
with a vaccination rate for 
the initial dose of Pfizer or 
Moderna vaccine at 1,346 
per 100,000 residents, last 
among the states.

Hospital officials tell 
GHN that there are some 
problems working with 
the Georgia Registry of 
Immunization Transactions 
and Services, better known 
as GRITS, when it comes 
to reporting vaccinations.

Kemp, expressing 
dismay Friday about the 
slow vaccine rollout in the 
state, said the reporting 
system used by Georgia “is 
more workload, especially 
for our medical facilities 
and our hospitals.’’

The state’s Department 
of Public Health (DPH) 
told GHN on Monday 
that the agency “is 
reaching out to health care 

providers to remind them 
that the vaccine provider 
agreement requires them 
to report within 24 hours 
of administering vaccine,’’ 
i.e., giving a vaccination.

Georgia law requires 
medical providers to report 
other immunizations (non-
COVID) within 30 days 
after they have been 
done, said Public Health 
spokeswoman Nancy 
Nydam. “This may be 
a point of confusion for 
some providers who don’t 
realize that the COVID-19 
vaccine must be reported 
within 24 hours.’’

Public Health said it’s 
reviewing the vaccination 
reporting system to make 
sure all data entered is 
being captured. “Some 
vaccine providers are new 
to the reporting system and 
have had issues navigating 
it,’’ Nydam said. “DPH has 
contacted many providers 
to make sure they have 
the training they need to 
properly report vaccine 
administration.’’

She also noted that the 
CDC reports data on a 
72-hour delay basis.

H o s p i t a l 
urges  public 
understanding

Meanwhile, Monday’s 
expanded eligibility 
has led to widespread 
consumer frustration and a 
call by health officials for 
patience.

The Coastal Health 
District announced Monday 
that it has temporarily 
stopped taking COVID-19 
vaccination appointments 
due to an “overwhelming 
response” from people in 
the expanded Phase 1A 
category. That’s people 
over 65, firefighters, law 
enforcement officers and 
first responders.

In less than a week 
of taking appointments, 
health departments in the 

eight-county district, which 
includes Glynn, Camden, 
McIntosh, Liberty, Long, 
Bryan, Chatham and 
Effingham counties, have 
received enough requests 
to keep them busy through 
February and into March, 
according to a press release 
from the health district.

A Newnan drive-
through vaccination 
event was changed to 
appointment-only because 
of concerns “for the well-
being of people intending 
to camp out overnight 
to be among the first in 
line,’’ a Public Health 
spokeswoman said.

The sky-high demand 
for the vaccine led to 
long lines at drive-though 
vaccination clinics in 
DeKalb County, 11Alive 
reported.

Local department of 
public health websites 
are booking vaccination 
appointments almost 
immediately after they’re 
posted, and some sites, 
such as Cobb County’s, 
have reportedly crashed 
because of so many online 
visitors.

Michael Hokanson 
with the North Central 
Health District, which 

covers 13 counties in 
Middle Georgia including 
Bibb, Houston and Peach, 
said the Public Health 
district received more than 
50,000 calls in two hours 
Monday morning, the 
Macon Telegraph reported.

“We know everyone 
wants the vaccine, but we 
plead with you for your 
patience,” Eric Nickens, 
spokesperson for the 
DeKalb County of Public 
Health, told 11Alive. 
“There’s only so much 
vaccine to go around right 
now. It’s still in limited 
supply, and we’re only 
going to open up more 
appointments once we 
determine we have more 
vaccine in place to be able 
to give shots.”

In hard-hit Gainesville, 
where the hospital has been 
inundated with COVID 
patients, appointments 
for shots were booked 
solid around an hour 
after Northeast Georgia 
Health System’s Saturday 
announcement about 
COVID-19 vaccination 
clinics. The system is 
asking the community for 
patience as it works to roll 
out the vaccine as quickly 
as possible.

Piedmont Healthcare 
issued a statement that 
said as a result of limited 
vaccine supply, “we are 
contacting patients to 
schedule appointments.”

“All of this week’s 
appointments are full and 
Piedmont is not conducting 
walk-in clinics,’’ the 
11-hospital Atlanta-based 
system said. “As additional 
supply becomes available, 
we will continue to contact 
patients to schedule 
additional appointments 
for vaccinations.”

DPH launched a 
COVID vaccine locator 
Sunday on the DPH website 
at https://dph.georgia.
gov. The tool allows 
users to search by county 
for a vaccine provider 
in their community, and 
provides location and 
contact information for 
the provider. It’s not a 
scheduling tool, the agency 
said.

Red tape and PIN 
numbers

Some medical 
providers are still waiting 
to get vaccine shipments.

Some community 
health centers are still 
having trouble getting 

the vaccine, according to 
the Georgia Primary Care 
Association.

While some centers 
are getting their second 
shipment of vaccines, there 
are others – especially in 
rural South Georgia — 
which “have not received 
their first order,’’ said 
Duane Kavka, executive 
director of the association, 
which represents federally 
qualified health centers.

“The state seems to 
have made the process 
more difficult than it needs 
to be,” Kavka said.

Several centers have 
properly registered to 
provide vaccines and have 
received a confirming 
e-mail but are still waiting 
to be given a PIN number, 
which is the key to being 
able to order doses, he 
said.

“It seems the ones 
that have not received 
any vaccine had an initial 
delay in getting their PIN 
even though they had 
confirming e-mails that 
they were approved,’’ 
Kavka said.

Andy Miller is CEO 
and editor of Georgia 
Health News.

ANDY MILLER, 
Georgia Health News

News from the Georgia Department of Public Health 
Northwest Health District - re COVID-19 immunizations

DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH
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Dr. Michele Taylor 
represented Calhoun 
City Schools at the 
People’s House on 
Thursday along with 
other superintendents 
who serve on Governor 
Kemp’s Superintendent 
Advisory Counci l . 
Gove rno r  Kemp 
commended educators for 
their incredible efforts 
to support students and 
families during this 
challenging time.  He 

also shared information 
from the Department of 
Public Health regarding 
the new vaccine and how 
this will be available to 
teachers and staff in the 
coming weeks.  CCS 
appreciates Governor 
Kemp’s leadership and 
support of the schools.

Pictured left to right:  
Dr. Michael Duncan, 
Superintendent of Pike 
County Schools; Dr. 
Taylor; Governor Kemp, 
Dr. Mike Looney, 
Superintendent of Fulton 
County Schools.  

CCS Superintendent Taylor visits the People’s House
CALHOUN CITY 
SCHOOLS

Calhoun Elementary School is proud 
to recognize their Huddle House 
“Write to Win” recipients for January. 
Students whose writing was selected 
will earn free meals at Huddle House 
for a month and their writing will be 
available in the restaurant for patrons 
to enjoy while dining. Please ask your 
server for the author of your choice to 
enjoy specific writings while you dine.  

CES appreciates the generous support 
Huddle House continually provides to 
students congratulates their writers on 
a job well done!

Pictured back row, from left to right: 
Jacari Bodison (4th grade), Addie 
Hite (5th grade), Herman Chen (4th 
grade), Bryson Hutcheson (5th grade). 
Pictured front row, from left to right:  
Aisley Putnam (3rd grade), Evangeline 
Afdahl (3rd grade), Caroline Kirby 
(5th grade.) Not pictured - Allie Silvers 
(5th grade)

CES recognizes Huddle House ‘Write to Win’ winners
CALHOUN CITY SCHOOLS

for Business!
Make sure they know you are
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Voices for Georgia’s Children has 
launched a new video series, What’s In 
It for Kids? Important Conversations 
with Georgia’s Lawmakers. These 
one-of-a-kind conversations cover 
important issues facing children and 
families this session, as well as other 
topics relevant to policy and events 
affecting the 2021 session. 

These videos will be released daily 
at 10 a.m. for the first few weeks of 
session (possibly longer depending on 
legislator availability). 

Interviews Currently Available:

Rep. Terry England
Rep. James Beverly
Sen. Mike Dugan
Sen. Elena Parent
Rep. Sharon Cooper
Sen. Dean Burke

Coming Soon:
Rep. Katie Dempsey
Rep. Mandi Ballinger
Rep. Sam Park
Rep. Mary Margaret Oliver
Sen. Emanuel Jones

The entire series can be viewed at: 
www.georgiavoices.org/whats-in-it-
for-kids.

About Voices for Georgia’s Children
Focusing on the Whole Child, Voices 

for Georgia’s Children amplifies the 
voices of Georgia’s children at the 
highest levels of government. Because 
we believe every child in Georgia can 
thrive when given the opportunity, 
we advance laws, policies, and 
actions that improve all areas of 
child wellbeing – particularly those 
furthest from opportunity. Addressing 
one area, such as quality education, 
while neglecting others like adequate 
nutrition, healthcare, and safe and 
stable housing, only leads to marginal 
improvements in a child’s life. In doing 
so, we must also look at disparities and 

inequities in access to the foundations 
needed to thrive. Time and again, 
determined advocates of all sorts 
have worked to chip away at barriers 
impeding Georgia’s kids. However, 
until we intentionally and holistically 
address systemic inequities stemming 
from income level, educational status, 
geography, disability, gender, sexual 
orientation, and race, efforts to help 
the children and youth of our state will 
fall woefully short. By championing 
the “whole child” approach, Voices 
is leading a movement to advance 
systemic change on behalf of Georgia’s 
children.

What’s In It For Kids? Important Conversations with Georgia’s Lawmakers
VOICES FOR GEORGIA’S CHILDREN

http://www.georgiavoices.org/whats-in-it-for-kids
http://www.georgiavoices.org/whats-in-it-for-kids


points scored in a game.
In other news from the meeting:
The Board voted to keep Charlie 

Walraven as the chairman and Bobby 
Hall as vice chairman for 2021.

The Board approved the Gordon 
County College and Career Academy 
Board of Directors for 2021. The 
Board members include: 

Becky Redd, Mohawk Industries; 
Chrissy Bryant - Vice Chair, Thai 
Americas; Brian Cooksey, Shaw 
Industries; Cam Parker, Georgia Power 
Company; Randall Fox - Board Chair 

Fox Systems, Inc; Dr. Randall Griffus, 
Dalton State College; Josh Hall, 
Engineered Floors; Kaylee Landress-
Gibson, Advent Health; Dr. Heidi 
Popham, GNTC; Alice Mashburn, 
Gordon County College & Career 
Academy; Larry Pratt, Vista Metals 
Georgia; Larry Roye, First Bank; 
Damon Walker – Treasurer, Creative 
Office Solutions; Dr. Kimberly 
Fraker, Gordon County Schools; 
Donald Holmes, GNTC; and Michael 
Edwards, Mannington.

The next meeting of the Gordon 
County Board of Education will be 
held at 6:15 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 8, 
2021 at the Gordon County College 
& Career Academy located at 305 
Beamer Road in Calhoun.

probable deaths reported and 223 hospitalizations 
in Gordon since the pandemic began.

Gordon County EMA Director Courtney Taylor 
reminds the public that Department of Public Health 
COVID-19 positive cases and other statistics are 
assigned to each county by the address of the 
resident, not where they were tested.

The COVID-19 statistics for Gordon’s neighboring 
counties since the beginning of the pandemic are:

-Bartow County...7,576 cases, 129 deaths, 10 
probable deaths and 519 hospitalizations;

-Floyd County... 7,525 cases, 113 deaths, 20 
probable deaths and 594 hospitalizations;

-Whitfield County...12,060 cases, 134 deaths, 5 
probable deaths and 578 hospitalizations.

The State of Georgia has had 648,694 cases 
of COVID-19 since the pandemic began, with 
10,444 deaths, 1,218 probable deaths and 45,177 
hospitalizations.

Taylor reminds the 
public to continue to 
wash hands often, cover 
your cough and practice 
social distancing. 

“As always we ask 
everyone to continue to 
pray for our community, 
our state, and our nation. 
We will continue to 
update as information 
changes and becomes 

available,” said Taylor.
For further information and numbers such as 

demographics for Georgia and totals all counties 
please visit: https://dph.georgia.gov/

during her time at RBHS. After Red 
Bud High School closed its doors in the 
early 1990’s, Hunt made the transition 
to Gordon Central High School, where 
she taught until retiring in 1999.

In addition to her mark on the 
court, Hunt has served the Red Bud-
Gordon County community in a variety 
of ways. An active member of the 
Retired Educator’s Association, Hunt 
has also worked in missions for her 
church, Pleasant Hill Baptist Church 
teaching Sunday School and Vacation 
Bible School. She’s also worked 
with Women’s Builds for Habitat for 
Humanity and supported such local 
missions as SPLASH Gordon.

Hunt was inducted into the Calhoun-
Gordon County Sports Hall of Fame 
in 2015. She was also part of the 
1965 Red Bud Girls State Champion 
Basketball Team that was honored 
at the 2019 Calhoun-Gordon County 
Sports Hall of Fame banquet when 
they received the Coach Jerry Smith 
Standard of Excellence Award.

An emotional Hunt said she was 
honored, grateful and humbled by 
the support of everyone, from her 
teammates, friends and family, fellow 
teachers and the alumni association 
who had a part in making the renaming 
of the gym possible.

“I never want to get to the point 
where I think I’m better than everybody 
else, because I have some friends, 
who were teammates, that tell me, ‘I 
made you what you are,’” said Hunt. 
“And it’s 100 percent correct, because 
I never could have accomplished 
anything that I did on this court, as a 
player, without my teammates.”

Hunt also accepted the honor in 
memory of those who made the gym, 
a coliseum-type structure build more 
than 60 years ago, a possibility.

“Before this facility, the (Red Bud 
teams) had nowhere to play the game,” 
said Hunt. “They practiced on an 
outdoor court and played at other county 
gyms, the rock gym at Sonoraville and 
the old gym at Calhoun. There were a 
group of local men who wanted better 
for our children, our grandchildren 
and our great-grandchildren. (These 
men) wanted a better community for 
the future generation, and they were 

willing to put their name on the line 
and sign a bond that ranged anywhere 
from $200 to $1,000 in case the 
funds were not available to build this 
facility. Luckily, the funds did become 
available.”

The coliseum gymnasium was 
dedicated on Nov. 11, 1960 and cost 
$123,500 to build. In recent years, the 
facility received a makeover, including 
the addition of air conditioning. 

“I thank the Board for their 
leadership and using (e)SPLOST funds 
to renovate (this gym); this is a historic 
place,” said Hunt. “This building 
holds so many fond memories; they 
have wrestled here and won a state 
championship in wrestling, there’s 
been basketball, cheerleading and all 
of the Miss Red Bud High School 
pageants were held on this stage.”

Hunt then mentioned what made 
her such a success during her playing 
career.

“You have to focus on the task at 
hand to be successful,” said Hunt. 
“You have to work, practice and 
improve your skill.”

Hunt said she could remember 
exactly where she was standing in 
the gymnasium when she was playing 
a game and a spectator heckled her, 
calling her a ball hog.

“I’m not even sure what a ball 
hog was,” said Hunt. “But I decided I 
would not shoot the ball for the rest of 
the game. And I didn’t. And we lost. I 
made it my goal after that (incident) 
that I would not be distracted by what 
somebody said to me or about me; that 
I would focus on the task at hand. You 
have to focus, have to have the drive, 
passion and desire and work hard at 
your skill.”

Of her coaching career at RBHS, 
Hunt said the most satisfying thing 
about that time was the friendship 
and rapport she had with the girls she 
coached.

“I always felt like I had a special 
group of girls to coach,” said Hunt. “I 
always heard the expression that you 
want to coach girls with character and 
not a bunch of characters, and I had a 
bunch of girls that had good character 
and they have carried that on through 
their whole lives. I hope that I had a 

little part in that.
“I don’t remember scores; I don’t 

remember win-loss records because 
that was never the most important 
thing to me,” said Hunt. “I wanted to 
win, but the most important thing to 
me was having a group of girls who 
applied themselves and wanted to be 
better and they were willing to work at 
being better.”

In closing, Hunt said that she thanks 
God that she was born and raised in the 
Red Bud community.

“My parents, grandparents, my 
brothers, my sister, my in-laws, my 
husband, my aunts, my uncles, my 
nieces, my nephews, my friends, 
my teachers, my teammates, my 
classmates…all of you have played 
such an important part in my life. All of 
you have truly been the wind beneath 

my wings, and you will continue to be 
so,” said Hunt.

The gym will now display a special 
plaque stating it is officially the Freda 
Hunt Gymnasium.

 The plaque that will now hang in 
the gym noting the name reads: On 
October 12, 2020, the Gordon County 
Board of Education unanimously 
voted to name the historic Red Bud 
Dome the Freda Hunt Gymnasium 
after one of the community’s most 
prominent members and one of Red 
Bud High School’s most academically 
and athletically accomplished alumni.  
Freda Hunt not only served the school 
system as a tremendous student athlete 
but later spent her career as a teacher 
and coach in the school system and 
remains a valued community partner 
well into her retirement.
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Visit us at:

MY BANK HAS THE TOOLS  
I NEED TO MANAGE MY BUSINESS
From business checking to merchant services, we’re ready to help your business 
thrive. And being locally owned and managed means you’ll get the attention 
you deserve every time. Make the switch and see what you get with a real 
banking relationship. At First Bank of Calhoun, YOU are first!

197 W.C. Bryant Pkwy
Calhoun, GA

(706) 629-1500

“As a business owner, customer service is top priority. First Bank of Calhoun  
delivers the customer service that you don’t see much of these days. They are  

attentive and always ready to help with my financial needs.”
– Kevan Carpenter, Commercial Floor Resources

Legendary Red Bud Lady Cardinal’s basketball player Freda Hunt, fourth from 
left, was recognized by the Gordon County BOE on Monday night as the gym on 
the Red Bud campus was renamed in her honor. Gordon County BOE Chairman 
Charlie Walraven introduced Hunt, pictured with her great-nieces, during the cer-
emony.(BRANDI OWCZARZ/Staff)

The score board in the Freda Hunt Gymnasium was to 92-25, the score of the 
game vs. Gilmer County where Hunt broke the state scoring record, scoring 86 of 
the 92 points in that game, a record which holds today. (BRANDI OWCZARZ/Staff)

HUNT 
From page 1A

The plaque that will now hang inside the gym at Red Bud Elementary, formerly 
the Red Bud High School gym, where Freda Hunt had a stellar basketball career, 
setting a state record that still stands today. (BRANDI OWCZARZ/Staff)

COVID 
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Toney was a longtime member of Evangelistic 
Outreach Ministries.

She is survived by her children, Jesse Bennett, 
Dean Masters, Benny Bennett, Delmar Ledford, 
Faye Wood, Brenda Skinner, Lucy Cook, and Ronnie 
Ledford; 149 total grandchildren including 80 
grandchildren, eighty four great-grandchildren, and 
twenty-five great-great-grandchildren.

The family received friends at Evangelistic 
Outreach Ministries on Tuesday, Jan. 12, 2021 from 
1 - 3 p.m. The funeral service followed the visitation 
at Evangelistic Outreach Ministries on Tuesday at 3 
p.m. Burial followed in the family plot at Old Sugar 
Valley Methodist Church Cemetery. Pastor Mark 
Kirby and Pastor Barry Bennett officiated.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to serve 
the family of Toney Schrivner.

Stanley Silvey
Mr. Stanley E. Silvey, 

age 74, of Calhoun, 
passed away Monday, 
Jan. 11, 2021, at his 
residence.

He was born in 
Georgia on Aug. 29, 
1946, son of the late 
Buster T. Silvey and 
Beatrice Trout Silvey. He 
was a member of Piney 
Grove Baptist Church. 
He retired as architect 
from Lockwood Green 
in Marietta. Stanley 

loved spending time with his family, especially his 
granddaughter Briana. He was an avid sports fan 
and enjoyed watching the Atlanta Braves, Georgia 
Bulldogs, and Atlanta Falcons. He also liked the 
outdoors, hunting and fishing.

Survivors include his sons and daughter-in-law, 
Brett and Ashley Silvey and Stanton Silvey; and 
granddaughter, Briana Silvey.

A celebration of Stanley’s Life will be held 
Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2021, at 2 p.m. at New Town 
Baptist Church with Rev. Walter Hare. The family 
will have visitation from 12 – 2 p.m. at the church.

Family and friends attending services will be 
required to wear face mask and observe social 
distancing.

R. Dudley Barton & Son Funeral Home, 
Adairsville, is in charge of funeral arrangements for 
Mr. Stanley E. Silvey.

Delmer Stone
Delmer Stone, age 80, of the Ranger Community 

died at 11:05 a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 9 at his residence.
Delmer was born in Pickens County on March 1, 

1940, a son of the late Luke and Nellie Stone. Also, he 
was preceded in death by his wife, Mildred Mullinax 
Stone in July 2017; brothers Elmer, Gene, Verlon, 
Terry Stone; and a sister, Faye Brooks. Delmer lived 
most of his life in Gordon County and was a retired 
fuel manager for Carpet Transport Inc (CTI). He was 
a member of the Miracle Temple Church.

Delmer is survived by two sons, Bobby and David 
Stone of Ranger; two daughters, Patricia Smith and 
Charlsie Damon of Ranger; one brother, Troy Stone 
and one sister, Gladys Stone; six grandchildren, and 
several great grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted at 1 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Jan. 12 at Thomas Funeral Home Chapel 
with the Reverend Michael Stone officiating. Burial 

was in the Miracle Temple Cemetery. The family 
received friends on Monday, Jan. 11 from 5 – 7 
p.m. at the funeral home. Great grandsons served as 
pallbearers.

Due to the ongoing national health crisis, face 
coverings must be properly worn by all those who 
plan to attend. Social distancing guidelines must be 
followed at all times while attending the service.

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Delmer Stone.

Lori Wade
Lori Beth Wade, age 31, of Calhoun, passed away 

on Friday, Jan. 8, 2021 at her residence.
Lori was born on March 7, 1989 in Gordon 

County, daughter of Kenneth Wade and the late 
Mary Elizabeth Wright Carroll. She was a lifetime 
resident of Gordon County and a member of Calhoun 
First United Methodist Church. Lori was a happy, 
outgoing, caring, and loving individual. She enjoyed 
being an aunt to her nieces and nephews.

Lori is survived by: her father, Kenneth Wade of 
Calhoun; brother, Timothy DeWayne Lee Wright of 
Mississippi; sister, LeShea Burchett of Calhoun; and 
nieces and nephews.

The family will receive friends on Tuesday, Jan. 
19, 2021 from 2 – 5 p.m. at Thomas Funeral Home.

A celebration of the life of Lori will be held at a 
later date.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Lori Beth Wade.
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Barton Funeral Home

A first reading of an annexation and zoning 
request of $-1B (County zoning is currently R-3) 
by Susan French for 0.45 acre at parcel GC55-008, 
which adjoins her city parcel at 109 Pine Hill Drive, 
was held. The Zoning Advisory Board will meet on 
Feb. 4, and the public hearing will be held Feb. 8.

A first reading of a zoning change request from 
R-2 to C-2 by Johnathan Stone for 0.59 acre at 
104 Henderson Bend Road was held. The Zoning 
Advisory Board will meet on Feb. 4 and the public 

hearing will be held Feb. 8.
A first reading of a beer package license request 

at 125 Red Bud Road, A 1 Grocery LLC, by Multi 
F. Islam was held. The proposed store manager is 
Mirza M. Baig. The Council set the public hearing 
for Feb. 8.

The Council approved qualifying fees for this 
year’s General Municipal Election for City of 
Calhoun Post 3 (Incumbent George Crowley) and 
Post 4 (Incumbent Ray Denmon). Qualifying fee 
to run of either office is $252.00. The Council also 
approved qualifying fees for City School Board at 
$1; those posts are Post 1 (Incumbent Andy Baxter), 
Post 2 (Incumbent Rhoda Washington) and Post 3 

(Incumbent David Scoggins).
The Council approved the 2021 beer package 

license renewal for Alif 1133 Stores Inc.
Qualifying for the 2021 General Municipal 

Election for the City of Calhoun will be held at City 
Hall, located at 226 South Wall Street, beginning 
Monday, Aug. 16 and ending Wednesday, Aug. 18, 
from 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. each 
day. The General Municipal Election will be held on 
Tuesday, Nov. 2.

The next meeting of the Calhoun City Council 
will be held at 7 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 25 at the 
Depot at the corner of Court and South King Streets 
in downtown Calhoun.
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