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CPD seeks public’s help in finding man that led
officers on high speed chase Tuesday night

Brandi Owczarz

gordongazettega@gmail.com

The Calhoun Police
Department is seeking the
public’s help in finding a
man who led them on
dangerous high speed
chase on I-75 south, then
fled onto Highway 53
Tuesday night.
According to the
incident report, just
before 7:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, May 5, an
officer was in the
area of Red Bud Road
and Warrior Pathway

observing traffic at
the BP gas station
on Red Bud Road,
described as a known
place where narcotics
are used and sold. The
officer observed a man
standing beside a gray
Kia Optima with a North
Carolina tag; when the
man noticed the officer,
he immediately turned
away. The man got inside
the vehicle in the driver’s
seat, facing away from
the patrol car. The officer
saw the man picking
up and putting down

multiple items inside of
the car. A second man
got into the passenger
seat of the vehicle and
the vehicle pulled out
of the parking lot. The
vehicle made a left turn
onto Redbud Road from
Warrior Pathway. When
the vehicle turned onto
Redbud Road, it traveled
into the far outside lane,
making an improper left
turn. The officer then
conducted a traffic stop
on the vehicle at the I-75
Southbound on ramp.
The officer noted the

vehicle continued rolling
up the on ramp to I-75,
then came to a complete
stop halfway up the
ramp. Before exiting
the patrol vehicle, the
officer noticed the driver
began moving around
and ducking his head.
The
officer
approached the driver,
identified as Cornelius
Banks, 38, of Rome.
When asking Banks for
his driver’s license and
proof of insurance, the
officer smelled the odor
of marijuana coming

from inside the vehicle,
and noticed an open
container of alcohol in
the passenger-side floor
board next to the center
console. Banks gave
the officer his driver’s
license and explained the
vehicle was a rental car
and that he had no proof
of insurance. The officer
asked Banks and his
passenger, identified as
Paul Barrett, how much
marijuana was inside
See BANKS,
page 10A

File photo of Cornelius Banks.
Anyone with any information
into his whereabouts is asked to
call the CPD at 706-629-1234.
(Photo: GORDON COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE)

County approves agreement that paves way for purchase
former service station at corner of Hwy. 53 and Liberty Rd.

Brandi Owczarz

gordongazettega@gmail.com

The Gordon County Board of
Commissioners approved an agreement
that paves the way for the County
to purchase 2.33 acres at the corner
of Highway 53 and Liberty Road,
pictured right, at Tuesday night’s
online commission meeting.
“The property has been offered
to us to use in conjunction with the
multi-purpose facility project and to
enhance access to that project, and it
will also benefit the fairgrounds” said
County Administrator Jim Ledbetter.
“The price it has been offered to us

at is $145,000; the contract includes
$1500 in earnest money.”
Ledbetter said that because the
property used to be a gas service
station, an environmental study will be
conducted on the property.
“(We will make sure) there is no
contaminates in the property, no issues
with storage tanks that would make
this cost-prohibitive to us to acquire,”
said Ledbetter. “The property has been
said to be subject to the Georgia
Underground Storage Tank Fund
See COUNTY,
page 10A
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Spotlight on urgent need for foster families locally
during National Foster Care Awareness Month

Brandi Owczarz

gordongazettega@gmail.com

May is National Foster
Care Awareness Month,
a time to shed light on
what the community can
do to help enhance the
lives of foster children
in our area, and a way
to acknowledge the role
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foster parents, family
members, volunteers,
mentors, policymakers,
child
welfare
professionals and others
play on the foster children
in our community, and
help these children find
permanent homes and
connections.
According to Garrett

Pierce, Social Services
Administrator-Region 1
Caregiver Recruitment &
Retention Unit of Georgia
Division of Family and
Children Services, more
than ever, foster families
are needed in Gordon
County.
“Gordon
County
DFCS is in need of

amazing families to
care for children who
come into care in our
community,” said Pierce.
The number of foster
children in Gordon
County has grown from
See FOSTER CARE,
page 10A

AdventHealth Gordon begins resuming normal
operations, incorporating new safety measures

Brandi Owczarz

gordongazettega@gmail.com

AdventHealth Gordon began
resuming some of their normal
operations this week, including
opening up certain outpatient
surgical
procedures
after
a temporary hold due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Officials
have taken specific measures
to ensure the safety of staff and
patients and want the public to
know that the hospital is a safe
place to receive medical care.
“We are so thankful for
the outpouring of support our
community has shown to our
team members through parking
lot prayers, food deliveries,
letters of encouragement and
more. We want nothing more
than to reopen our doors and take
care of our whole community,
including those who may have
postponed their care as they
quarantined at home,” said
Karen Steely, interim president
and chief operating officer of
AdventHealth Gordon, in a
statement earlier this week.
“We’re trying to let people
know this is a safe place to get
your medical care,” said Garrett
Nudd, director of marketing
and foundation president at
See HOSPITAL,
page 10A

ABOVE: A staff member waits to
check-in patients outside the East
Entrance of AdventHealth Gordon
on Monday afternoon. RIGHT:
Upon entering the hospital, patients are screened for fever, given a face mask and a sticker that
lets anyone inside the hospital
know they have been screened
and are clear. There are stickers
on the floor to remind everyone to
stay six feet away from the person
in front of you. The hospital began
resuming normal operations on
Monday.
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Community holds birthday parade to
celebrate 5-year-old Connor Luke Hayes

Brandi Owczarz

gordongazettega@gmail.com

On Sunday afternoon,
the community came
together to hold a
special birthday parade
for
Connor
Luke
Hayes, the 5-year-old
Sonoraville Elementary
School student who was
diagnosed with High
Risk
Neuroblastoma
earlier this year.
Dozens
of
cars,
trucks, first responders
and
trailers
drove
through the parking lot
of Sonoraville Baptist
Church in honor of
Hayes, who is the son
of Sonoraville Lady
Phoenix Softball Coach
Chad Hayes and Brandi
Hayes, who teaches
9th Grade Literature
and
Composition,
along with Yearbook
and
Journalism,
at

Sonoraville High School.
Don’t forget that an
account has been set up at
North Georgia National
Bank for those wishing
to
make
donations
to
the
CONNOR
LUKE HAYES FIGHT
FUND. There is also a
GoFundMe account for
online donations.
A c c o r d i n g
to
Memorial
Sloan
Kettering,
Neuroblastoma is a rare
cancer that develops in
the sympathetic nervous
system, a network of
nerves
that
carries
messages from the brain
throughout the body.
About 700 children are
diagnosed every year
in the United States.
Neuroblastoma is the
cancer most often found
in infants, and the disease
forms as solid tumors
— lumps or masses —

in the adrenal glands,
abdomen, neck, chest, or
pelvis. The tumors can
also spread to other parts
of the body such as the
bones and bone marrow
Connor Luke will
have a long treatment
plan,
at
least
18
months,
consisting
of chemotherapy, a
stem cell transplant,
radiation and more. The
family said that they
are overwhelmed and
feeling a lot of different
emotions at this time, but
can feel the love and
prayers the community
has showered them with
over the last couple
of weeks and covets
additional prayers in the
weeks and months ahead.
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Obituaries
May 6, 2020

Scott Bomar

Mr. Timothy Scott Bomar, 50, affectionately
known as “Scotty-ro” of Plainville, died Sunday at
his residence following a heart attack.
Scott was born in Rome on Dec. 4, 1969, son of
Jerry and Lynda Hughes Bomar. He was a Minister
of the Gospel, musician and was a member of
Kingdom Living Ministries of Dalton.
Survivors include his children; Whitney
Stirnemann and her husband, Derek, Jessica
Bomar and, Zackery Bomar and his wife Morgan;
grandchildren: Lawrence Stirnemann, Mary
Savannah Stirnemann, Porter Bomar, Piper Bomar,
Natalie Bomar, Mallory and, Devin Lecroy, and
Olivia Lee; parents, Jerry and Lynda Hughes Bomar;
brothers, Todd Bomar and his wife Angela and
Preston Bomar; nephew, Dakota Bomar and niece,
Baylie Bomar of Plainville.
Due to recent concerns over COVID-19, the
family will have a private service to celebrate the
life of Timothy “Scott” Bomar on Wednesday, May
6, 2020, from the chapel of Max Brannon & Sons
Funeral Home with Apostle Curtis Moore, Terry
Reisner, and Todd Bomar officiating. Interment will
follow in Chandler Cemetery. Pallbearers serving
will include Todd, Preston and Zackery Bomar,
Derek and Lawrence Stirnemann, and Thad Hefner.
Honorary pallbearers include; Dakota Bomar, Carl
Hughes, Ricky Walker, Jason Ferrell, and Ritchie
Pierce.
Those who are unable to attend the service
can watch a live stream video of the service on
Wednesday, May 6, 2020, on Max Brannon and Sons
Facebook Page.
The Brannon family and staff are honored to
serve the family of Timothy “Scott” Bomar, 50, of
Plainville.

Mary Lou Fuller

Mary Lou Fuller, 85, of Resaca, died Friday,
May 1, 2020. She was born on Dec. 24, 1934, in
Gordon County to the late Jasper and Lucy pack.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Charles
Otis Fuller.
She is survived by her daughter, Debra Blanton
and her husband Frankie; brothers, Troy Pack, Roy
Pack; sister, Martha Ann Silvers; grandchildren,

Stanley, and Sylvia Nicholson.
Funeral Service will be conducted Monday, May
4, 2020 at 3 PM from the Chapel of Thomas Funeral
Home with Reverend Zachary Feagin and Reverend
Randy Fouts officiating. Burial will follow in
Fairview Cemetery. Pallbearers serving are Marty
Potts, Joey Potts, Stacey Potts, Zachary Feagin, Josh
Potts, and Jacob Feagin.
The family will receive friends on Sunday, May
3, 2020 from 2 PM until 5 PM at Thomas Funeral
Home.
You may leave the family online condolences at
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com
Deborah Goforth
Thomas Funeral Home is in charge of the
Mrs. Deborah Ruth Eaves Goforth, 43, of Calhoun,
arrangements
for Reverend Potts of Sugar Valley.
died Monday, May 4, 2020, at her residence.
Deborah was born on Nov. 4, 1976, daughter of
Boyd and Jean Eaves. She loved working crossword
puzzles and watching horror movies. She loved and
adored her family.
Survivors include her husband, John Clifford
Goforth, to whom she was married for 23 years; Shirley Williams
two daughters, Jade and Angel Goforth, and Kendra
Mrs. Shirley Ellen “Bass” Williams, 74, of
Hall; one son, Joseph Goforth; grandchildren: Hailey Calhoun, passed away Monday at her residence.
Bledsoe, Abigail Bledsoe, Zachary Hall, and Olivia Shirley was born in Rogersville, Tenn. on Nov. 18,
Hall; mother-in-law, Edna Long.
1945, to Will and Ruby Bass. She is preceded in
It was Mrs. Goforth’s wishes to be cremated and death by her husband Charlie Birdwell; children
a private family memorial service will be held at a Richard Williams and Willie Williams; sister, Edith
later date.
Ramsey and brother, Hugh Lee Bass.
The Brannon family and staff are honored to
She is survived by her children, Ronald and Judy
serve the family of Deborah Ruth Goforth, 43, of Williams; grandchildren, Justin Williams, Brooke
Calhoun.
Williams; step Grandchildren, Laura Parker, Chad
Hamsley; great grandchildren, Nicholas Williams,
Sylvia Garcia, Lynkyn Williams, Alyssa Williams,
Mollie Payne; brothers and sisters, Jean LovinPhillips, Bea Williams, Beverly Barnett, Calvin Bass,
Georgie Walters. Five step-great-grandchildren and
Rev. William Potts
two step great great grandchildren also survive.
Reverend William Patrick Potts, age 78, of Sugar
The funeral service will be conducted on Friday,
Valley, passed away on Friday May 1, 2020 at his May 8 at 2 p.m. from Broom Funeral Home located
residence surrounded by his loving family.
at 513 E. Main Street, Rogersville, Tenn., 37057.
Reverend Potts was born on Jan. 23, 1942 in Visitation will be held at Max Brannon and Sons on
Gordon County to the late William Cooper Potts and Wednesday, May 6, from 6-9 p.m.
Dorothy Wright Potts. He was the Pastor of Hall
The Brannon family and staff are honored to
Memorial Baptist Church for 30 years. In addition serve the family of Shirley Ellen Bass, 74, of
to pastoring, he retired from Mannington Mills after Calhoun, Ga.
30 years. Reverend Potts was a very loving man,
husband, father, and grandfather.
He is survived by his wife, Linda Potts of Sugar
Valley; fours sons, Marty Potts, Joey Potts, Stacey
Potts, and Dennis Potts; daughter, Tammy Feagin;
brother, Ronald “Pee Wee” Potts; two sisters, Sherry

Frankie Blanton Jr., Joshua Croy, Nicole Croy;
great-grandchildren, Lyra Croy, Ashley Blanton,
Elizabeth Blanton, Adalyn Blanton, Abigail Blanton.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there will be no
formal public visitation or funeral service.
The Brannon family and staff are honored to
serve the family of Mary Lou Fuller.

Help for the Hurting
-The Life Choice
Hospice Bereavement
Support Group will be
meeting the 2nd Tuesday
of each month. The
support group is open to
anyone in the community
who would like to attend.
The office and support
group are located at
189 Professional Court,
Suite 300, Calhoun. For
Information,
contact
Jennifer at 706-6029001.
-The
Northwest
Georgia
Parkinson
Disease
Association,
Inc., is offering a
monthly support group
for persons living with
Parkinson Disease, their
caregivers, family and
friends. The support
group will meet at
Gordon
Hospital;
Conference Room A. For
any questions about the
support group and future
meetings, call James
Trussell at 706-235- 3164
or 706-346-5678.
- F a m i l i e s
Anonymous is a 12-step
program, for those
concerned about drug
abuse and behavior
problems of a relative
or friend. Completely
anonymous,
non
professional, and non
religious. No dues, no
fees. Not connected with
any hospital or agency.
Located on Red Bud
Road in plaza below
Fitness First, next to
Calhoun
Counseling
Center (Dr. Bledsoe’s
office). Meeting every
Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. Call
770-548-7849 for more
information.
-Bondage BreakersBreaking the chains of
addiction one soul at a
time. Every Thursday
night at 7 p.m. at Crane
Eater
Community
Church, located at 3168
Red Bud Rd Calhoun,
GA 30701.
-The
Georgia

Chapter
of
the
Alzheimer’s Association
is sponsoring a monthly
support
group
at
Morning Pointe Assisted
Living, 660 Jolly Road,
on the third Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m.
For more information
or directions, call Mary
Braden at 770-5484683 or Karen Parrott
at 706-346-5220. For
more
information
about dementia and
Alzheimer’s disease, call
800-272-3900 or visit
www.alz.org/georgia.
-Special Care Plus,
a
free
one-on-one
consultation program,
offers education and
information to primary
caregivers of persons
with dementia. Any
primary caregiver who is
caring for a loved one
with dementia in the home
is eligible to receive this
program. To learn more
about the Special Care
Plus program, call 800272-3900.
-Want
to
make
a difference in the
community? Tapestry
Hospice is seeking
volunteers to provide
companionship to our
patients, read books,
make crafts, garden,
light house cleaning,
administrative
work,
etc. If you’re interested
contact
Megan
at
megan.guthrie@
tapestryhospice.com
-The
Alzheimer’s
Association’s Caring
Closet was created to
help offset the high cost
of incontinent products
and give the families
support
they
often
desperately need. If you
would like to visit the
nearest Closet, call the
chapter office to receive
a flier with locations and
hours. Morning Pointe
in Calhoun has a Caring
Closet; call Mary Braden
at 706-629-0777.

-Are you interested
in losing pounds and
inches? Join TOPS (Take
Off Pounds Sensibly)
for support and how-to
information. Meetings
are on Monday nights.
Weigh-ins begin at 6
p.m., and group support
and information starts
at 7 p.m. at the Gordon
County Senior Citizens
Center, 150 Cambridge
Court, Calhoun. For
more information, call
706-847-3306.
-The Georgia LongTerm Care Ombudsman
Program
seeks
to
improve the quality of
life for residents of longterm care facilities. For
more information, call
Linda Ann Daniel at
1-866-565-8213 or 706272-2158.
- C o m m u n i t y
volunteers are needed
at Countryside Hospice
Care, where the mission
is to promote comfort
and dignity at the end
of life. The agency
covers 26 Northwest
G e o rg i a
counties
between three offices in
LaFayette, Rome, and
Newnan. If you would
like to participate in this
rewarding program, call
706-638-7651 or 1-800660-7381.
-Discovering Hope,
an autism support group
for Northwest Georgia,
meets the fourth Tuesday
of each month at 6:30
p.m. at Friendship Baptist
Church, Rocky Face.
For more information,
call Connie Post at
706-673-7765 or www.
discoveringhope.us.
-Caring Connection
is a telephone support
group especially for
caregivers of loved
ones with Alzheimer’s
who cannot leave their
homes because of care
responsibilities.
This
support group is as
close as the phone. Call

706-275-0819 or 1-800272-3900 and ask to
be enrolled in Caring
Connection.
-The Compassionate
Friends of Dalton and
N.W. Georgia is part of
a worldwide effort that
has helped many families
cope with the loss of a
child and to honor our
children’s
memory.
The
Compassionate
Friends meets on the
third Thursday of each
month from 7 to 9 p.m.
at Evangelical Methodist
Church (in the “Gathering
Place” building), 1035
Abutment Road, Dalton
(on the hill behind the
old Lowe’s off Walnut
Avenue).
For
more
information, call Dawn
at 706-277-3312 or
706-264-4458 or e-mail
dawnsisson@msn.com.
-SING (Surviving
Infidelity
Necessary
to your Growth) has

formed here. If you are
experiencing difficulty in
marriage and are looking
for ways to survive, then
you should come and be
part of these meetings
designed
to
help,
encourage, and solve
issues in a marriage that
can lead to a promising
future ahead for the
entire family. For more
information, call Iroka
Moore at 706-629-2880.
-United Hospice is
seeking volunteers who
can help others through
companionship, reading,
sharing, and other small
tasks. Give the gift of
caring and enjoy the
privilege of sharing in
your local area. Call Dan
Hogan at 706-602-9546
or 800-867-7976.
-Looking
for
a
12-step meeting for
men and women? At
“Road to Recovery,”
recognizing Jesus Christ

as our higher power, they
take the 12 steps and
compare how they are
taken from scripture and
how to apply them to
our lives to experience
true freedom from the
bondages of addiction.
The meetings are free
and open to the public
at World Harvest Church
locations in Cherokee
and Gordon counties.
For more information,
call
706-602-1919.
The Calhoun church is
located at 2335 Red Bud
Road. The meetings here
are every Monday and
Thursday at 7 p.m.
-A 12-step-meeting
for
Overeaters
Anonymous is held at
St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church, 901 W. Emory
St, Dalton on Thursdays
at 6 p.m. Call Nan at 706695-9008 or Stephanie at
706-847-8125 for more
information.
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Church News

YOU ARE THE NUMBER ONE DRAFT PICK

Randy Muse

Antioch Baptist Church
Youth Minister
rmuse1@yahoo.com

Apart from college
football games, very
seldom do I watch tv at
my house. Every now
and then I will find
something interesting
that I will watch, such
as the NFL Draft. It was

ONGOING
-Philadelphia
Christian School is
located off Highway
41 between Calhoun
and Adairsville. The
school offers 4-year-old
kindergarten through 12th
grade, using the A-Beka
curriculum. To find out
more about the school,
call the office at 706-6253233.
-Faith Deliverance
Ministry and Outreach
will be taking donations
of clothes, shoes, also
all house hold items to
help needy families. Call
Minister Evelyn Adams at
706-671-7988.
-Celebrate Recovery,
a faith based 12-step
program, meets every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at
Relevate Church in
Ranger off 411. Call
Nicole for information:
706-979-4713/706-2908028.
-East
Calhoun
Church of God, at 401
Peters Street, gives out
groceries and clothing
through the “Feed the
Needy” ministry each
Saturday from 11 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. The church
hosts a miracle healing
service every first Friday
at 7 p.m. For more
information,
contact
“Feed the Needy” ministry
director Florence Jones
at 706-409-1981. Senior
pastor is Keith Reid.

CHURCH
DIRECTORY
Fairmount United
Methodist
ChurchLoving One Another To
Christ. Sunday School at
10 a.m.; Worship Service
at 11 a.m. Children’s
Church provided. New
Minister now Leading.
New
programs
and
community
outreach
coming soon.
-Pastor Terry Reisner
invites everyone to
the Vision Pentecostal
Ministry located at
401 South Wall Street
in Calhoun. Come hear
the truth of God’s Word
Sundays at 11 a.m.
-Faith Deliverance
Church & Outreach
Ministry
Welcomes
Everyone to an Anointed
Church Service at 1320
Dawnville Road in Dalton
every Sunday at 6 p.m.
and Thursday at 7 p.m.
Pastor and Evangelist
Evelyn Adams, also an
Anointed Gospel Singing.
Come expecting Jesus to
move for you. Miracles,
Healing,
Deliverance,
Salvation. For more
information or directions,
call Minister Evelyn
Adams (706) 671-7988
-Pine Chapel United

of great importance to
me to know when the
University of Tennessee
players were drafted, and
where they were going. I
also was trying to pay
attention to the new
Atlanta Falcons. There’s
much anticipation that
comes with the draft,
and much surprise. Just
when you think you
know who’s gonna get
picked first, someone
else will receive the
honor. Which players
will be privileged to be
a part of the elite group
known as First Round
Draft Picks? The dream
of being in the NFL that
they all shared coming
out of high school
became a reality to
some, and was shattered

Methodist
Church,
located at 2232 Pine
Chapel Road in Resaca,
“A place to begin, belong
and become.” Sunday
School, 10:15 a.m.;
Worship, 11 a.m. Pastor
Louise W. Elmore.
-Resaca Assembly
of God, located at
904 Resaca Lafayette
Rd NW, would like to
welcome everyone to
please come and join in
worship and meet our
Pastor Steve Burns and his
lovely wife Cathy. Sunday
school at 10 a.m., worship
service on Sunday at 11
a.m. and 6 p.m.. Everyone
is invited.
-Calhoun First United
Methodist
Church
Sunday Worship times:
9:00 a.m., traditional
worship;
10
a.m.,
Sunday school; 11 a.m.,
contemporary
service
(in the CAC). Calhoun
First UMC is located at
205 East Line Street in
downtown Calhoun.
-First Presbyterian
Church, located at 829
Red Bud Road N.E. in
Calhoun. Pastor David
McDonald invites you
to join us on Sunday for
Sunday School at 9:45
a.m., Worship Service at
11 a.m., and Bible Study
Class Tuesday 10 a.m.
-Oakman
Baptist
Church located at 397
Oakman Rd. Oakman,
Georgia, has Sunday
school at 10 a.m. Covered
dish dinner every third
Sunday
following
worship. Everyone is
invited!
-Damascus Baptist
Church, located on
North Highway 41 in
Calhoun, Sunday School
at 10 a.m. Sunday worship
at 11 a.m. and Sunday
night at 6 p.m.
-Old Sugar Valley
United
Methodist
Church located at 2659
Old Rome Dalton Road
in Calhoun has Breakfast
Social at 9:30 am every
Sunday. The church
history is colorful, dating
back to the Civil War,
small cozy country church
nothing fancy! Come join
us!
-Faith Deliverance
Ministry and Outreach
with Evelyn M. Adams,
Minister
has
been
ordained as a Minister of
the Gospel since 1972.
Call anytime to come
minister to your church of
place or event at 706-3373241. 24-hour prayer line
at 706-671-7988. Send
all prayer requests to P.O
Box 394, Fairmount GA,
30139.
-Pleasant
Valley
Baptist Church is a Bible
believing & teaching
church located in the
Red Bud Community.
Pastor Keith Gibson

for others.
On December 1, 1969,
the Selective Service
System of the United
States began to draft
men born from 1944 to
1950 for military service
in the Vietnam War, or
in Germany. This draft
was much different than
the NFL draft. There
was no pleasure in being
the first one picked nor
relief from being the last
one picked. In the same
way, there was no shame
in not being picked,
because everyone was
picked (unless there
was some condition
or circumstance that
excused
you
from
service). My dad was a
part of this draft, so were
some of you reading this

article. I, along with so
many others, am grateful
for ever sacrifice you
made.
As Christians, we
relate more to the second
draft mentioned. 2 Peter
3:9 reads, “The Lord
is not slack concerning
his promise, as some
men count slackness;
but is longsuffering to
us-ward, not willing that
any should perish, but
that all should come to
repentance.” God has
a place reserved for
everyone to be on his
team. Not only is the
invitation extended to
everyone, but you’re just
as important as anyone
else on God’s team.
I
was
a
little
disappointed when the

Church Calendar

and the congregation
invite you to come and
worship with us at 3882
Red Bud Rd., Calhoun.
Opportunities for worship:
Bible Study for all ages 10
a.m., Children’s Church
up to 5th grade 11a.m.,
Worship service 11 a.m.
Wednesday night service
times Prayer Bible Study
and Student Ministries 7
p.m.
706-624-0198, Fine
us on Facebook or email
pvbccalhoun@gmail.com
-Maranatha Baptist
Church on Hwy 225
across from paradise
Drag Strip, Calhoun
would like to invite you
to attend our services for
Sunday School starting at
10 a.m., Worship Service
at 10:45 a.m. Wednesday
Night Services are at
7 p.m. Everyone is
Welcome. Pastor Richard
Webster.
-Evangelistic
Outreach Ministries on
1590 Dews Pond Road.
Pastor Mark Kirby invites
everyone to Fellowship

and Worship with us.
Children’s Church on
Sunday Services starts
at 11:00am Childrens
Church starts at 11:30am.
Wednesday nights Bible
Study 7:00pm-8:00pm.
Come out and see what
the Lord is doing!
-The College Street
Church of God, 731
College St., Calhoun,
706-483-3666,
pastor
Dewayne Smith, holds
weekly services: Sunday
school at 10 a.m., Sunday;
morning worship at 11
a.m., Sunday; Sunday
night service at 6 p.m.; and
Bible study on Wednesday
at 7 p.m.
-Victory Fellowship
Center, 925 Oothcalooga
St., invites you to weekly
worship services held at
11 a.m. every Sunday
morning. Pastor Joe
Stewart and the VFC
family also invite everyone
to join each Wednesday at
noon and 7:30 p.m. for
anointed and enlightening
Bible studies. If you are
looking to grow in your

first draft pick for the
“Dirty Birds” dropped
the f-bomb on national
television.
Quickly
enough though, the Holy
Spirit reminded me of a
time that I was caught
up in a moment a lot less
significant than his, and
I myself cursed. It was
interesting the next day,
when the new Falcon
exclaimed that he hadn’t
even signed a contract
and was already facing
a potential fine from
the NFL. This reminded
me of something. Even
though these guys were
drafted and offered a
contract, they weren’t
on the team until they
accepted the contract.
In the same way, we’re
not a part of God’s

family until we accept
the opportunity He has
given to us. Have you
accepted your invitation
to God’s family through
repentance? If not,
what are you waiting
on? I promise, anything
that’s keeping you from
trusting in Jesus isn’t
worth the wait. Jeremiah
29:11 reads, “For I
know the plans I have
for you,” declares the
LORD, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope
and a future.” There’s
no greater game plan for
your life, than the one
the Lord has for it.
Be Blessed.

understanding of God’s
plan for your life and gain
greater insight of the life
changing power of His
word, come and join us as
we study the word.
-Boone Ford Baptist
Church invites you to
attend its services for
Sunday School starting
at 10 a.m. and Worship
services at 11 a.m. every
Sunday.
Sunday night
services are at 6 p.m.
on the first and third
Sunday night of each
month. Wednesday night
services start at 7:30 p.m.
Everyone welcome. Gary
Quarles, pastor.
-Pleasant Hill Baptist
Church and Pastor David
Peeler invite everyone to
attend weekly services.
Sunday School begins at
10 a.m. and worship at
11 a.m. Sunday evening
activities and discipleship
training begin at 6 p.m.,
and children’s and youth
programs at 7 p.m.
Wednesday service begins
at 7 p.m., along with
Bible study programs for

children and youth.
-Pastor Steve Corbin
invites everyone to
regular services at New
Zion Baptist Church.
Sunday School is at 10
a.m., worship service
at 11 a.m. and Sunday
night service at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday night Bible
study is at 7:15 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.
-Greater Mt. Tabor
Baptist Church, 259
Herring Road, NW,
Armuchee, invites you
to come worship and
fellowship with us on
Sunday morning at 11 a.m.
Pastor Reginald McDaniel
and Church Family also
welcome you to attend
Mid-Week Bible Study,
Wednesday evening at 6
p.m. and Sunday School
at 10 a..m.. We are a
church on the move for
Christ, come share with
us as we grow in the Word
of God.
-Resaca First Baptist
Church and Pastor Rev.
Harold Blackstock would
like to invite you to attend

VOTE FOR

ANDY GUNTHER
FOR U.S. CONGRESS

Christian & Constitutional Conservative
Most Qualified
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• 22-Year Army
Veteran
• MBA- Management
• FEMA: Certifications
• Global Experience
• Business Owner
• Community
Volunteer

SERVANT LEADER
PRO-LIFE
PRO-GUN
PRO-TRUMP

WWW.ANDYGUNTHER.COM
From This District, For This District!

TERM LIMITS
LOWER TAXES
ELIMINATE DEBT

The establishment has chosen their candidate!
But you can elect Andy Gunther, NOW thru June 9th!
I have been serving this District longer than any other candidate!
Paid for by Friends of Andy Gunther, Inc.|P.O. Box 115|Bremen, GA 30110|770-568-4042
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Mamas, don’t let your babies grow up to be broke kids

Joe & Ashley English
Owners of Focus
Property Solutions, LLC
focuspropertysolutionsllc
@gmail.com

When meeting with
sellers, your No. 1 goal
should be to solve real
estate problems.
You should tell them
something like, “I’m
about to ask you some
crazy questions. That’s
because my job isn’t
necessarily to buy your
house; it’s to solve real

estate problems.”
I even tell them that
allowing me to buy their
house may not be in their
best interests, but that
I’ll try my best to help
them find the best solution
possible.
I had one of the “you’re
not the best solution”
meetings the other night
with a young couple. The
young woman had just
inherited a free-and-clear
property from her dad’s
estate. He’d passed when
she was very young, and
this property had been
held in trust until she
came of age. She was also
inheriting a $25,000 CD
that’d been invested on
her behalf.
I met the couple at
the property, and after
walking through the house,
we found a shady place
around back to sit and talk.
I began the conversation

with the normal opener,
letting them know my job
was not to buy their house
but to solve real estate
problems.
As we talked, I learned
they were your normal
teenaged kids. They had
minimum-wage
jobs
and aspirations of going
to college and getting
married one day. And
like most kids, they knew
very little about money –
other than how to spend
the $350 they make every
other week.
I asked the girl why
she was selling the house
and what she planned to
do with the money once
it sold. In the beginning
of our talk, she said she
wanted to sell it so she
could pay for college.
She didn’t know how
much college would cost,
however. Toward the end
of the conversation, I

found out her mom was
pushing her to sell because
of the hurt her mother
associated with the area.
It was at this point I
stopped asking questions.
My job was to solve real
estate problems, and
the problem here was
that no one was helping
these kids see the huge
financial jump start that
was being laid at their
feet. If someone didn’t do
something quickly, these
kids were going to blow
it like the lottery winners
who are broke a year after
they win.
I began to teach them
about passive income and
investing in real estate.
Their faces changed at the
thought of one little rental
house almost replacing
their entire month’s worth
of wages. They’d never
been told about another
way of creating income,

aside from going to
college, getting a job and
paying bills.
We spent well over an
hour talking about how
trading time for dollars
doesn’t
work.
They
found it intriguing that,
if they found themselves
in employment situations
without benefits, this
little rental house would
supplement those lost
wages during times like
maternity leave, for
instance.
By the time we
finished, the kids realized
that starting their adult
life with a free-andclear rental property and
$25,000 to invest with was
way better than what most
people end with.
These kids had been
placed in a fantastic
financial
position.
Regrettably, their parents
knew very little about

money, so they couldn’t
show them how to take
advantage
of
their
situation, which begs the
question; are you teaching
your kids sound principles
about how to use and invest
money? If you don’t teach
them how money works,
someone else will – and
it’ll probably be someone
who’s broke.
In my heart, I had no
choice but to help these
kids. Besides, it’s my job
– and it should be yours,
too. So put on your best
Waylon Jennings voice
and sing with me, “Mamas,
don’t let you babies grow
up to be broke kids.”
Joe and Ashley English
buy houses and mobile
homes in Northwest
Georgia.
For
more
information or to ask
a question, go to www.
cashflowwithjoe.com or
call Joe at 678-986-6813.

Smart Moves for Women Business Owners

Dewayne Bowen
Financial Advisor
at Edward Jones
dewayne.bowen@
edwardjones.com

Mother’s Day is upon
us. If you’re a mother,
you’ll enjoy the recognition
you get from your family
on this day. And given the
health concerns caused
by the coronavirus, your
appreciation of family may
be even greater this year.

As we all know, mothers
have a difficult job. And
many mothers also run
their own businesses –
another demanding task
made even more difficult
these days. What special
challenges do women face
who embark on careers as
business owners?
Of course, motherhood
itself presents a major
challenge. As a society, we
have not achieved gender
equity yet, in terms of
family responsibilities,
so mothers – even busy
business owners – still
face time constraints and
interruptions from work
to care for children. And
it’s not just children,
either – the vast majority
of caregivers for elderly
relatives are women,
according to a study from
Northwestern University.

So, many women business
owners may be coping with
multi-generational family
issues.
You can’t change the
demographic pressures you
may face, but, as a business
owner, you can take some
steps to help improve your
financial outcomes. Here
are a few ideas:
•Seek
networking
opportunities. You can find
useful, and empathetic,
allies in other women
business owners, who
may be able to direct you
to valuable resources.
To illustrate: Women’s
businesses often lack
financial support to a
greater degree than men’s,
and it is unfortunately not
uncommon for women to
be denied loans because of
gender and cultural biases.
But if you become active

in a network of women
business owners, you
could find some leads to
financial institutions that
have showed themselves
to be free of gender-based
prejudices.
•Be extra aware of
investment risks. Everyone
should always be aware of
investment risk, of course,
but if you have most of
your assets tied up in
your business, you may
need to be extra diligent.
You’re already taking a
fair amount of risk by just
having a business, so you
may need to balance this
risk in your investment
portfolio by choosing
the mix of investments
that can help you move
toward your goals without
subjecting you to excessive
market volatility.
• Establish a retirement

plan for yourself. Have you
established a retirement
savings plan for yourself?
About
one-third
of
business owners haven’t,
and 40 percent are not
confident they can retire
before 65, according to
data compiled by SCORE,
a nonprofit organization
that works with small
businesses. Fortunately,
you have several good
retirement plan options,
including an “owner-only”
401(k), a SEP-IRA, a
SIMPLE IRA or even a
solo defined benefit plan,
which functions like a
pension.
• Create a succession
plan. You may need a
strategy for transferring
or selling your business.
Do you want to keep the
business in the family?
If so, who do you want

to take it over? Or would
you prefer to simply
sell it to someone else?
Your decisions, whatever
they are, will affect your
financial picture and
possibly that of your
family, so you will want to
consult with your tax, legal
and financial advisors to
arrive at a plan that works
best for your needs.
You’ve got some twists
and turns ahead of you
on the road to financial
security. But planning
ahead, considering various
possibilities and seizing
your opportunities can
help you smooth out the
journey.
This article was written
by Edward Jones for use by
your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Edward
Jones, Member SIPC
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Importance of 4-H Participation

Greg Bowman
Gordon County
Extension Agent
gbowman@uga.edu

COVID-19
has
basically
caused
changes in the lives of
every person. I think you
would be hard pressed
to find someone that has
not saw a change in at
least one aspect of how
they live. At the Gordon
County
Extension
office we have been
tele-communicating for
several weeks. It has
changed how we work,
but
COVID-19
has
caused us to be more
creative in how we
provide information. In
fact, Tim Street, Gordon
County 4-H Program
Assistant, is working on
a video project where
he is having Gordon

4-H alumni provide
short videos of how 4-H
participation in their
youth has helped them
in adult life.
I provided my video
to him a few days again.
It was simple to do
because 4-H has easily
been a big part of my
life and I use skills
obtained in this great
program daily. Today, I
will be discussing the
important of 4-H and
hopefully will inspire
parents and youth to
become more involved
in our organization.
Growing
up
in
Gordon County, I was
involved basically in
4-H and in sports. It was
a constant balancing act
to do both, but I made
it work. I mainly played
basketball in middle and
high school. At some
point, I picked up a
tennis racket and was
pretty good at the game.
In fact, I was recruited
by Young Harris College
to play tennis. At that
time, YHC was a twoyear school and after
being team MVP for
both seasons, it was
time to move on to UGA
to finish my college

experience. I had a
decision to make. Do
I choose a career that
was tied to athletics or
do I follow another path.
I strongly considered
getting into coaching
and wanted to coach
basketball. After some
thought, I guess you
can say my 4-H roots
came into play for my
career choice. In Gordon
4-H, I was mainly active
in
agriculture-based
activities. I showed
steers,
heifers
and
market lambs in the
club, but my passion was
livestock judging. I can
say that participation
in a 4-H judging team
event has helped me
in my career as much
as any other meeting,
training or conference.
I earned a degree in
animal science and now
I have nearly twenty-six
years invested as a UGA
county extension agent.
Gordon
County
4-H has one of the top
4-H livestock judging
programs in the country.
Yes, I said country. You
could do a documentary
on the history of Gordon
4-H livestock judging.
There are many youth

that have left the program
here and have went on
to judge at the college
level at some of the top
programs in the country.
Some are now college
coaches themselves and
are qualified judges for
national youth livestock
shows. Even the most
knowledgeable person
of Gordon 4-H history
would have to put time
into counting up all of
the state winning teams
and national contests our
youth have attended. I
will stop there and say
we offer much more as
far as judging events
than livestock judging.
We have offered
programs
in
dairy,
poultry, horse, wildlife
and consumer judging to
name a few.
Gordon 4-H is more
than judging programs.
The club will offer
mandated programs such
as project achievement.
This is a public speaking
program that allows
youth the ability to
pick their project area,
their topic and prepare a
presentation along with
posters and other visual
aids. For some youth,
the thought of giving

a presentation may
not sound fun, but as
a young person builds
confidence the process
becomes easier and in
ways it does become
fun. The fear of public
speaking is the top fear
of many adults so why
not conquer the fear as
a youth. We also offer a
variety of activities tied
to community service
and leadership also.
The goal is to hopefully
develop a sense of civic
duty in 4-H members
that will carry over with
them in adulthood.
The end goal of
basically all of our
programs is to help a
young person develop or
enhance life skills.
This can be money
management
by
participating in consumer
judging or by being
involved in a community
service activity such
as the annual Gordon
4-H
Rabies
Clinic.
Personally, I can make
an impressive list of
skills I obtained by being
on livestock judging
teams coached by Mr.
Dyer and Joe Darby. I
enhanced the skills of
decision making, public

speaking, teamwork and
being responsible just
to name a few. I also
learned the importance of
dedication by staying in
the program throughout
my high school years.
These are all skills I
use basically every
day. Skills I learned in
Gordon 4-H.
I
woul d
l i ke
to add that I know I
have mentioned many
Ag-based
programs.
True, that was my area or
where I centered many of
my activities. I will add
that 4-H participation is
for everyone. You do not
have to be an Ag-based
youth to enjoy the
activities and programs
we offer. I encourage
youth to give 4-H a
try and find their own
personal area to excel. It
may be an Ag program,
but it could be one of
our events with little to
no Ag ties.
For more information
on Gordon 4-H, contact
UGA Extension- Gordon
County at 706-629-8685
or email gbowman@uga.
edu.

Georgia’s Ag Industry Launches ‘Now More Than
Ever, Buy Georgia Grown’ Campaign

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

ATLANTA, GA- To help mitigate potential losses
due to the COVID-19 response, Georgia Department
of Agriculture’s Georgia Grown program has joined up
with partners from Georgia Farm Bureau, University
of Georgia Extension Service and Georgia Fruit and
Vegetable Association to promote Georgia Grown
produce through retail and direct-to-consumer channels.
Georgia’s spring fruit and vegetable harvest has an
estimated farm gate value of $500-$750 million, and
roughly 50% of that is traditionally marketed through
foodservice. However, with much of the foodservice
channel closed due to the COVID-19 response, farmers
could find their promising crops have no place to go.
“The supply is there. The food is there. The quality
is there. We just need to make sure the demand is there
as well,” says Georgia Agriculture Commissioner Gary
W. Black. “Consumers often ask what they can do to
help our Georgia farmers and the answer is simple.
Expect Georgia Grown, ask for Georgia Grown and

Notices

-TALLATOONA BEGINS LIHEAP COOLING
ASSISTANCE. Low Income Energy Assistance
Program Cooling Assistance available; appointments
have begun for seniors: Tallatoona Community
Action Partnership, Inc. has begun the annual Low
Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)
Cooling Assistance for Gordon County.
On April 1 at 8:30 a.m., Tallatoona began accepting
appointments for the LIHEAP cooling program for senior
households age 65 and older, along with homebound
households. Appointments for the general public will be
accepted beginning May 1, beginning at 8:30 a.m.
Gordon County residents who qualify will receive
either $350 or $400 toward their electric bill.
To schedule an appointment, visit the Tallatoona
website at www.tallatoonacap.org and click ‘BookNow,’
or call 770-817-4666, extension 2.
It’s important to note that due to health and
safety concerns related to COVID 19, appointments
for assistance will be completed remotely by phone.
Tallatoona officers are currently closed until further
notice.
-Story times at the Calhoun-Gordon County
Library, 100 N. Park Ave. in Calhoun, are 10:30 a.m.
on Thursdays
-Fairmount Library is now located inside of City
Hall on the second floor. Story time is held every
second Saturday of the month at 11 a.m. and New
Horizon Book Club is held on the second Thursday of
the month. For more information call 706-337-5306.
-If your school, church, civic or other organization
would like a representative from the Georgia State
Patrol to come and speak with your group on law
enforcement or public safety matters, call 706-6241477.
-MOMS Club of Calhoun is a new local chapter
of an international nonprofit group. MOMS Club is
a support group designed for the at-home mother of
today. Membership is open to all moms who live in
Gordon County. Events are scheduled weekdays during
the day and children are welcome at all events. Mothers
of any age children are welcome. The goals of the group
are to provide a support group for mothers who choose
to stay at home to raise their children, provide a forum
for topics of interest to all mothers, to help children in
the community and perform at least one service project
yearly helping needy children. For more information

buy Georgia Grown.”
A mixed media campaign will encourage consumers
to Buy Georgia Grown, Now More Than Ever. The
collaborative effort includes PSAs, direct to consumer
purchasing platforms, recipes. and preservation tips for
fresh produce, all supported by a targeted social media
campaign using the hashtags #NowMoreThanEver,
#BuyGeorgiaGrown.
“It is important that we support Georgia’s number
one industry, agriculture,” says Georgia Farm Bureau
President Gerald Long. “We are pleased to partner with
Georgia Grown and the UGA Extension in helping
remind consumers that our farmers feed and clothe the
world by producing the finest food and fiber.”
Consumers can purchase from Georgia Grown
businesses with e-commerce and home delivery
capabilities by visiting www.georgiagrown.com. In
collaboration with Georgia Grown, UGA Extension
is using its network of county Extension offices to
connect agricultural producers with consumers looking
for fresh, Georgia-grown products at https://extension.

uga.edu.
“UGA Extension is excited to be able to use our
statewide local network of Extension offices to help
connect Georgia citizens with the farmers that provide
delicious, Georgia Grown products,” says Dr. Laura
Perry Johnson, Associate Dean for UGA Extension.
“It is in all of our best interest to work collaboratively
to keep Georgia’s top economic driver - agriculture
- healthy and prosperous as we fulfill our mission to
serve the state.”
Agriculture is the top industry in Georgia with
production and related industries representing $76
billion in output and more than 399 thousand jobs.
“This is not the first time our fruit and vegetable
farmers have had to overcome challenges,” says
Commissioner Black. “In the last several years they
have endured historic hurricanes, late freezes and
trade wars. Georgia’s agricultural sector is strong
because our farmers are strong, and I feel confident
that Georgia consumers are strong as well and will rise
with them to meet this new challenge before us.”

Community Events
call 706-383-3853 or email info@calhounmoms.org for
location and more information. Check out the webpage
at www.calhounmoms.org.
-Story times at the Calhoun-Gordon County
Library, 100 N. Park Ave. in Calhoun, are 10:30 a.m.
on Thursdays.
-The Calhoun Adult Learning Center has so
much to offer. Make the center your window to the
world. Free study programs are offered during the day
and evening sessions. Enroll in adult education today.
Call 706-624-1111. The center is located on the campus
of Georgia Northwestern Technical College.
-The Gordon County Saddle Club meets the
fourth Thursday of each month. The meetings will be

held at the Gordon County Agricultural Service Center,
1282 Hwy 53 Spur SW Suite 200, Calhoun, Ga. 30701.
Contact 770-548-5956 for more information.
-The Gordon County Nutrition Site would like to
invite seniors ages 60 and over to come to the Senior
Center, located at 150 Cambridge Court Monday–
Friday at 11:30 a.m. for a nutritious meal. The meal
is free of charge. We are also the center for Meals on
Wheels for the homebound. For more information,
please contact Jackie Owens, Nutrition Site Manager at
706-629-0392.
To add your community event to Gordon Gazette’s
Community Events Calendar, email Staff@

GordonGazetteGa.com
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HEALTH NEWS

GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: With state budget under
strain, call to raise tobacco tax is renewed

ANDY MILLER
Georgia Health News

The economic downturn
caused by COVID-19 is wreaking
havoc on the state budget.
More than $3 billion is expected
to be sliced from state spending.
The depth of those budget cuts
could mean furloughs and layoffs
for educators and other employees.
But could the financial
devastation from COVID lead the
state to accept long-stalled ideas
to generate new revenue, such as
raising the state’s tobacco tax?
The American Cancer Society’s
Cancer Action Network thinks
so. There’s more momentum
than ever among legislators to
hike Georgia’s tax on a pack of
cigarettes, currently the thirdlowest in the nation, said Andy
Freeman, government relations
director for the organization in
Georgia.
“There’s a lot more interest
from legislators probably than ever
before,’’ Freeman said Tuesday.
“From both parties.’’
More groups have reached out
to the Cancer Action Network to
help pass the higher levy, Freeman
added.
In the Georgia General
Assembly a few months ago, a
bill to raise the cigarette levy,
sponsored by Rep. Ron Stephens
(R-Savannah), failed to get a vote
in committee before Crossover

Day. That would ordinarily mean
it is dead for the year. But 2020 has
not been an ordinary legislative
year. The session was suspended
due to the pandemic and is poised
to resume next month, with the
main spotlight being on the budget
crisis.
Georgia’s tobacco tax, at 37
cents a pack, trails only those in
Missouri and Virginia. Increasing
the tax on a pack by $1.50 would
bring $425 million in annual
revenue, Freeman said.
It also would prevent 30,200
kids under 18 from becoming
adults who smoke, help 59,700
adults quit smoking, and save
24,100 lives, according to a Cancer
Action Network projection.
Republicans in past years
generally have opposed the move
out of an aversion to tax increases,
and the fact that this is an election
year is another potential obstacle.
But despite these hurdles,
there’s talk about a possible
tobacco tax hike, especially during
dire budget projections.
A spokeswoman for Gov. Brian
Kemp, Candice Broce, told GHN
on Tuesday that “we’re aware that
those discussions are under way in
the Legislature, but we will decline
to comment at this stage.’’
Rep.
Terry
England
(R-Auburn), chairman of the
House Appropriations Committee,
told GHN, “I don’t know on the
tobacco tax issue. Have heard a

little talk, but there is still time for
that to develop.’’
He mentioned support for
another legislative move related to
pharmacy benefit managers.
PBMs are corporate middlemen
between health insurers or large
employers and drugmakers in
handling pharmaceutical benefits.
A trio of House bills aim to
strengthen regulation and scrutiny
over the PBMs.
One measure, sponsored by
Rep. David Knight, could lead to
Georgia carving out PBMs from
Medicaid managed care. Knight,
a Griffin Republican, has pointed
to a West Virginia study that found
more than $50 million in savings
when PBMs were eliminated from
that state’s Medicaid managed
care.
“I really would like to see us
move on the PBM issue,’’ England
said.
Insurance and PBM officials
have defended their practices as an
essential tool to lower health care
premiums. Prescription prices,
they said, are controlled by the
drug manufacturers.

State calls for deep
budget cuts

Tax revenues are expected to
plummet for the year after weeks
of statewide business closures and
stay-at-home orders prompted by
the virus.
In a memo written Friday,

budget leaders in the General
Assembly and Gov. Kemp’s office
directed state agencies to propose
how they will cut their budgets by
14 percent.
“The actions we have had to
take as a state and as a nation to
protect the health of our citizens
is significantly impacting our
economy and our state revenue,”
the memo said. “As you know,
we have a strict constitutional
mandate to create and adopt a
balanced budget for our state.
“Due to the rapidly changing
revenue picture for FY 2021, at
this time we are asking every
state agency to prepare for an FY
2021 budget that includes a 14%
reduction from their FY 2020
original base.
“While the Great Recession of
2008 was considered to be a ‘once
in a lifetime’ event, our current

situation will certainly overshadow
it. That is why this request is being
made to ALL areas of the state
budget with no exceptions.”
Georgia
lawmakers,
meanwhile, are pushing for
Congress to release $500 billion
in federal funds to help prop up
state budgets in Georgia and across
the U.S. amid the coronavirusprompted economic downturn.
In a letter Monday, top budgetwriting lawmakers in the General
Assembly formally asked the
state’s congressional delegation
to back the $500 billion relief
package for state governments,
echoing calls by a handful of
governors last month for the same
amount, the Capitol Beat News
Service reported.
Andy Miller is editor and CEO
of Georgia Health News. Visit
www.georgiahealthnews.com.

EVENT CANCELLATIONS/POSTPONEMENTS

As a precautionary measure, all Hamilton Health Care
System hosted and sponsored events and support
groups have been canceled/postponed for May 2020.
These include the following. Others may be announced
at a later date.
DATE

EVENT

LOCATION

5/1/20-5/31/20

Labor & Delivery
Tours & Classes

Turner Maternal &
Infant Care Center

5/5/20

CHAMP Seminar
Series

Anna Shaw
Children’s Institute

5/6/20, 5/13/20,
5/20/20, 5/27/20

Read Around The Tree

Anna Shaw
Children’s Institute

5/8/20

Latino Parent Support
Group

Anna Shaw
Children’s Institute

5/12/20

Hospice Support
Group

Royal Oaks

5/12/20

Parent Support Group

Anna Shaw
Children’s Institute

5/21/20

Survivor’s Club
(Cancer Support
Group)

Peeples Cancer
Institute

Connect with us at HamiltonHealth.com/connect
or the Hamilton Health Care System Facebook
page for updates.

Gordon Gazette

Wednesday, May 6, 2020

9A

REPORT FROM THE CAPITOL
from Representative Rick Jasperse

BY: RICK JASPERSE,
(R-Jasper, District 11)
State Representative

Last week I wrote about
some good news: tuition freeze,
etc. Now it’s bad news time.
Over the years I have talked
about how states have to have
balanced budgets, just like we
do at home. It’s an easy thing
to do in the good times when
revenues are growing, but in
times of declining dollars, it’s
a whole different story.
On the legislature’s
last day back in March, we
authorized the appropriation of
$100 million for the Governor
to spend on the pandemic.
We really didn’t know what
was in store for our state in
the coming weeks. As of last
week, Georgia had spent $85.3
million on costs associated
with Co-vid 19. I was curious
what we had spent it on, just
like you would be. GEMA,
the
Georgia
Emergency
Management Agency, which
oversees the response on the
state’s side, gave me some
figures you may want to know

about. $32.9 million for face
shields and masks. $18.2
million for ventilators, $11
million to design and build
temporary hospitals in Albany,
Gainesville, Macon, and
Rome, 4.4 million for surgical
gowns, and $830,000 for hand
sanitizer.
Some expenses I
saw were reflective of how
serious this is in that we had
to have refrigerated trailers for
the mobile morgues that have
cost $61,000 dollars along
with 36,000 dollars for body
bags. I know the expenses will
be much greater than this, as
many expenses are still being
accounted for, especially
labor.
This money is what we
have in what most people
call the Rainy-day fund. This
is accumulated each year in
what we might save from
what is budgeted and what is
spent in the annual budget.
Some years it’s a few dollars
and some years it’s more;
but in the last ten years of
fiscal responsibility, we had
accumulated about 2.9 billion
dollars for something just like

this.
It is not known yet what
the past few months have
done to our current budget
year, but I know just like you
know, our state’s income will
be lower than what we had
budgeted for, due to less sales
(sales taxes) and less working
(income taxes) from sheltering
in place from the virus. To
finish out the 2020 budget
we will be using our savings
in the Rainy-day fund to fill
in that gap. The 2020 budget
goes until the last day in June.
We had worked on the
2021 budget during the
Legislative session, and when
we suspended in March, we,
the House, had sent the budget
to the Senate for their work.
Knowing that our income is
lower now, the Governor and
the House and Senate budget
leaders sent a letter to all
department heads telling them
to present their plans for a
14% budget cut. This is about
$3.5 billion dollars out of a
$27 billion-dollar budget.
Latest word is that the
Georgia House and Senate will

reconvene June 11 to finish
our 2020 Session. One reason
for going back into session
to finish the budget in June
is this will allow us to see
what our revenues are a bit
better, because we will have a
few months of additional data
from both the revenue side
and expense side. We know
there will be some ongoing
expenses related to fighting
the pandemic which will lead
to more spending in health
care.
We are starting budget
hearings this week to learn
more about what we need to
plan on for the 2021 budget.
What I will do next
week is give you a bit better
understanding of where we
spend all of our dollars so
when you hear about reducing
spending here or there you
will know what we are talking
about.
During the past few weeks
we have helped a bunch of
folks with all sorts of issues
during this time of crisis
in our country and within
our families. Some of our

neighbors have had tremendous
sacrifices, in addition to the
horrific storms in Murray and
Gordon counties.
Please don’t hesitate to call
on us if you think we can help
you. Call here at the house
770-893-2039 or at the Capitol
at 404-656-7153, or email me
at rick.jasperse@house.ga.gov
or use the “Ask Rick” link at
rickjasperse.org.

testing across the state,” said
Governor Kemp. “Thanks to
Georgia’s partnership with our
university system, the private
sector, and local public health
officials, we ended April by
setting a single day testing
record, reporting over 20,000
tests on April 30 alone. This
is great progress for our state,
but we refuse to rest on our
laurels. In the days ahead,
we will continue to increase
access to coronavirus testing
across Georgia.”
In March, the State
of Georgia announced an
unprecedented
partnership
with the University System
of Georgia, Georgia Public

Health Laboratory, and Emory
University to process over
3,000 samples a day. Since
that time, the state has also
partnered with companies like
CVS, Walgreens, Walmart, and
eTrueNorth to launch drivethru testing sites throughout
metro Atlanta and deploy
mobile testing units to areas
with limited access.
Augusta University has
launched a 24/7 screening app
available to all Georgians on
their smartphones to streamline
screening and access to tests
for symptomatic Georgians
and asymptomatic frontline
workers.
The
university
is also helping to alleviate

supply chain burdens and
reduce Georgia’s dependence
on vendors and governmental
entities for testing supplies
by 3-D printing test swabs
from the Dental College of
Georgia’s innovation lab.
Thanks to these efforts
and the hard work of many,
Georgia closed the month of
April reporting a single day
record of 20,675 tests reported.
Georgia Department of Public
Health specimen collections
are up 64% in the last week,
and the state currently has
fifty-nine active designated
testing sites. A map of all
COVID-19 testing locations
can be viewed here.

“We have the capacity, we
have the bandwidth, and now we
need the patients,” said Kemp.
“I encourage Georgians who
are experiencing symptoms
as well as asymptomatic
medical workers, critical
infrastructure workers, law
enforcement, first responders,
and residents and staff of
long-term care facilities to
schedule a screening through
the AU Health ExpressCare
app and visit one the state’s
more than fifty active testing
sites if necessary. We will
continue to work diligently to
innovate and increase testing
in Georgia, and together, we
will win this fight.”

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Georgia Sees Banner Week for COVID-19 Testing

OFFICE OF GEORGIA
GOVERNOR BRIAN KEMP

Atlanta, GA - Today
Governor Brian P. Kemp
applauded the many public
health officials, frontline
healthcare workers, private
sector and university partners
who are working around the
clock to ramp up COVID-19
testing in Georgia. Over the
last week, Georgia more than
doubled the number of tests
reported in the previous week.
“I want to thank our
many partners in this fight
for their incredible work to
increase access to COVID-19
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From page 1A
of the vehicle. The duo told the officer there was
not any marijuana in the vehicle. The officer asked
Banks and Barrett if there was anything illegal
inside the vehicle, which they responded there was
not. Banks then told the officer that he was trying to
be polite, but that the officer was playing with him.
Banks told Barrett to record the officer, then said that
he was going to try to find his insurance information
on his phone. At that time, the officer asked Banks
to step to the rear of his vehicle while he finished
the traffic stop, but Banks refused. The officer then
had Barrett step to the patrol vehicle and told Barrett
he was going to conduct a probably cause search of
his person due to the odor of marijuana. The officer
reached in his left pocket and found a large amount
of cash; Barrett told the officer it was about $1800.
The officer then met back with Banks and
instructed him to take off his seat belt. Banks put the
vehicle in ‘Drive’ and began speeding south on I-75.
The officer notified dispatch he was in pursuit and
advised another officer that he had smelled the odor
of marijuana inside the vehicle and that there was
a large amount of cash on the passenger; with the
vehicle being a rental car, the officer knew there was
possible involvement in the sale and/or trafficking of

COUNTY
From page 1A

(GUST); I would have to determine through our
experts what benefit is supplied to us through the
GUST fund. We’ll make sure we inspect the building
to make sure there’s no asbestos in the building;
make sure that it’s suitable for our purposes with
our architects although no locations for buildings
and such have not been determined yet. We’ll make

FOSTER CARE
From page 1A

170 in May 2019 to 196 as of press time. Of
those 196, around 103 of those children are actually
placed within Gordon County, either in foster homes
or with relatives. At this time, there are only around
40 foster families in Gordon County.
One of those families is the Thomas’; Andy
Thomas and his wife, Natalie, have fostered 63
children in the nine years they have fostered,
adopting five of those children.
“Our community’s children need love and stability
of foster families, and the rewards of giving this is
unbelievable,” said Natalie on why it’s important to
foster. “These children have unconditional love to
give, and they just want somebody to love and care

HOSPITAL
From page 1A

to fears over COVID-19) and it’s
turned into life-threatening situations
because of fear; people worried
they’ll get sick by visiting their local
hospital.”
Nudd said that one of the procedures
put in place for both the hospital
and AdventHealth Gordon Clinicsthere’s around 25 AdventHealth clinics
throughout Northwest Georgia- are
for people in need of medical care to
call upon arriving and stay in their car
until they are called to come into the
building to receive treatment.
“This is so nobody has to sit in a
waiting area with others who are sick;
you come in and go straight to the
check-in,” said Nudd.
There is also a new outdoor checkin at the East Entrance of the hospital.
“We check people in outside; that
way just the patient comes in,” said
AdventHealth Gordon Director of
Facilities Eric Schweitzer. “There are
decals on the floor that are six-feet
apart, so if somebody walks up to
complete the registration, there are
visual indicators on the floor that the
next patient knows to wait and keep
social distancing. We screen everybody
as they walk through the door; as
they come in they are screened for
temperature. And anyone having a
surgical procedure receives a rapid
COVID test so we know they are not
positive before we take them in for
their procedure. There are a number
of procedures we have implemented
to identify those who are sick so we
know how to take care of them, and
protect patients and staff.”
Schweitzer said that in addition to
patients, all hospital staff are screened
daily. Anyone with a temperature over
100 degrees Fahrenheit is flagged.
“We are following all of the
CDC guidelines,” said Nudd. “Our
number one priority is to take care
of our community. When we hear
of people who are delaying much
needed healthcare because they’re
scared, that’s heartbreaking. This is
a safe place to get care. We want the
community to engage in their health.”
An overflow tent that was placed
on the campus at the beginning of the
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narcotics. The other officer then joined in the pursuit
of Banks, at speeds in excess of 100 miles per hour.
The officer noted that Banks vehicle was changing
lanes without using a turn signal multiple times,
fleeing with no regard to his or the public’s safety.
The vehicle exited at 312-Highway 53, failing to
yield to oncoming traffic when it turned west onto
Highway 53, causing a vehicle to abruptly stop.
Banks vehicle then lost control and struck a raised
gore on Highway 53 at I-75. Banks vehicle traveled
over the gore and began traveling westbound in the
eastbound lanes of Highway 53, almost striking a
vehicle head on. The vehicle then turned left onto
Jamison Street; the officers were unable to follow
due to the raised median.
The officers continued west onto Highway 53,
made a U-turn, but lost sight of the vehicle. The
officers traveled down Jamison Street and observed
the vehicle parked in front of the Red Roof motel.
There were multiple witnesses standing outside of
the motel, and they all began pointing towards the
rear of the motel where Banks was running. The
officers began running toward the back of the motel
and saw Banks turning the corner behind the back
part of the building. Other officers arrived and were
directed to the last known location where Banks was
seen. K-9 officer Sido was brought in and tracked
Banks for approximately half a mile before he lost
the track.

CPD officers, deputies with Gordon County
Sheriff’s Office and troopers with the Georgia State
Patrol searched the area but were unable to locate
Banks. Officers returned to Banks car and conducted
a probable cause search. In the driver-side floor
board there was a clear plastic baggie containing six
blue pills labeled “SC 100.” The pills are suspected
to be the prescription-only medication Sildenafil.
There was also an open container of Corona beer
in the passenger side of the vehicle. The passenger,
Barrett, had been brought to the scene and was
advised of his Miranda Rights. He told officers that
he did not know why Banks ran but that he thought
he was running because Banks told him to hide the
open container of alcohol. Barrett told officers the
pills found belonged to Banks. Barrett was released
from the scene and the vehicle was towed.
CPD has warrants for Banks arrest on charges
of Improper Right Turn, Failure to Maintain Lane,
Speeding, Reckless Driving, Failure to Use a Turn
Signal, Driving on the Wrong Side of the Road,
Driving Through Gore, Striking Fixed Object,
Fleeing or Attempting to Elude, Obstruction of an
Officer, Failure to Obey Traffic Control Device,
Open Container, Possession of Dangerous Drug
and Drugs Not In Original Container. Anyone with
information on the whereabouts of Cornelius Banks
whereabouts is asked to contact the Calhoun Police
Department at 706-629-1234.

sure we’re paying the right price; we can only pay
fair market value for property. When that and any
other conditions are satisfied, we would close on
the property. We’ve got 90 days under the contract
to make a determination that this property will be
suitable for our purposes.”
The multi-use facility was approved in the 2018
SPLOST. The approved cost of the construction of
the facility is $2,270,784.
In other news from the meeting, a Declaration of
Surplus Property for a 1993 Ford F350 Box Truck

was approved by the Board.
A Contract Change Order, adding $60,316 back
from the Plaza Building 2nd Floor Project was
approved. The project was contracted at $669,542
but came in at $609,226.50. Commissioner Bud
Owens contributed the savings to using local
contractors who work hard to save Gordon County
tax payers money.
The next meeting of the Gordon County Board of
Commissioners is scheduled for Tuesday, May 19,
at 6 p.m.

about them.”
According to fostergeorgia.gov, the desire and
open heart to support children and families are
among the most important criteria for becoming
a foster parent. Becoming a foster parent requires
the ability to act as a positive role model, parent,
mentor and constant support to children while
their families rebuild. Foster parents are expected
to demonstrate maturity and stability during the
temporary placement of a child, allowing the child
to be protected and nurtured. The foster parents
should be able to meet developmental goals of each
child and maintain family connections which require
the foster parent to work with birth parents towards
a reunification plan.
According to the website, prospective foster
parents must meet these criteria:
-Must be at least ten (10) years older than the

child to be placed and if single, be at least 25 years
of age
-Must complete a 2 hour orientation in the local
county office or via the internet
-Must successfully complete pre-service IMPACT
Family Centered Practice training
-Must complete a medical exam, finger print
checks, as well as undergo both child welfare and
criminal records checks/screenings. If a parent or
any other adult household members (over age 18)
have not been a resident of Georgia for a minimum
of 5 years, they must be screened in the Child Abuse
and Neglect registry of each state of prior residence
-Must provide proof of current residence and
financial stability
Anyone interested in becoming a foster parent
in Gordon County can call 877-210-KIDS, or visit
fostergeorgia.com for more information.

Georgia outbreak were never really
used at AdventHealth Gordon.
“We’ve got enough room inside
the hospital, and have converted 30
rooms to COVID rooms that we can
take care of more than enough inside
the hospital now,” said Schweitzer.
“Thankfully we never had to use the
tent.”
“And we have to worry about more
than just our community,” said Nudd
of the tent. “We have to think ahead
and wonder if it hits in another county,
will that county have to send their
patients here. Our job is to take care
of everybody, so we were prepared for
that and fortunately, it never came to
that point.”
Nudd said the ultimate goal is to
have nobody sitting in waiting rooms,
but that if that is the case, there are
social distancing protocols in place.
Inside the hospital there is now
certain seating that has been closed
in waiting areas, so patients cannot
sit next to each other. Certain seats
are actually sealed with tape so they
cannot be used in order to maintain
proper social distancing protocol.
Schweitzer said he anticipates
ramping up more outpatient surgeries
as the hospital continues to open up
services under the new procedures put
in place.
“It’s always been safe and has
always been clean,” said Schweitzer.
“But this is an extra step that we
are now taking to comply with
safeguarding patients.”
AdventHealth Gordon will continue
to comply with county, state and federal
government recommendations and
maintaining COVID-19 readiness with
adequate levels of personal protective
equipment (PPE) and medical supplies.
“Our corporate team and our local
team have been diligent about sourcing
(supplies) from everywhere,” said
Nudd. “We’ve now got quite a healthy
stockpile; we’re in real good shape.
Our staff can feel safe knowing they
are going to have what they need to do
their jobs well and the community can
feel safe. We’ve been very fortunate
that we never had the issue of not
having the PPE and supplies.”
In addition to the above procedures,
the hospital is also restricting
visitation, modifying access points and
following social distancing guidelines

ABOVE: Certain chairs are taped off in a waiting area inside the hospital so patients
will follow social-distancing protocols put in place. BELOW: Reminders of safety protocols are placed throughout the hospital. PHOTOS: BRANDI OWCZARZ/Staff.

in the dining areas and instituting new
deep-cleaning procedures.
Both Nudd and Schweitzer agree
the pandemic will continue to change
the way things are done in healthcare in
the future, most notably telemedicine.
“This pandemic is forcing everyone
in healthcare to evaluate the way things
have been done in the past and look at
better ways to do those things,” said
Schweitzer.
“Telemedicine is a great option,”
said Nudd. “A lot of times, you might
just need to see a doctor because you
need a refill on your prescription or
you assume your child has strep. When
we started to limit the clinics (due to
the pandemic), the telemedicine tool
had already been put in place and we
saw a lot of our doctors shift to that.
The community has been receptive to
telemedicine. A big focus (the past year)
is on how we serve our community and
really put everything at the focus of
the consumer rather than the focus on
us. I think telemedicine will allow us
to be more consumer-centric and less
self-centric and put ourselves in the
position of our community.”
With the hospital resuming
operations with new safety procedures
in place, the community can rest in
the knowledge that the mission of the
hospital hasn’t changed.

“We are operating in a new
environment, but our mission of
Extending the Healing Ministry of
Christ has not changed,” said Steely
in a statement. “We exist to foster
wholeness for the people we serve
and to ensure our communities are
healthier because we are here. We look
forward to caring for all the members
of our community and encourage
anyone who has delayed a medical test
or procedure to follow up with their
personal physician or specialist.”
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Floyd Urgent Care Calhoun Presents Who’s Bad
STAFF REPORTS

For the second year
in a row, Who’s Bad:
The Ultimate Michael
Jackson
Experience
is coming to the GEM
Theatre on Saturday,
Aug. 1, beginning at 7:30
p.m. The performance
is presented by Floyd
Urgent Care in Calhoun.
The GEM is located at
114 North Wall Street.
The tribute group
formed
in
2003,
celebrating the King of
Pop Michael Jackson.
The
Who’s
Bad
Experience, the longestrunning Michael Jackson
tribute band, is known
for their power-packed
performances spanning
the whole catalog of
Jackson’s hits. Who’s
Bad, the only tribute
band to predate Jackson’s
untimely passing in
2009, has performed
around
the
world,
including a December
2010 performance at
London’s O2 Arena, the
venue where Jackson was
slated to end his career
with a 50-show “This Is
It” concert series. Who’s
Bad has also checked
some of the world’s
most famous pavilions

off their ‘to-do’ list,
selling out their first tour
of China with stops at
Ningbo’s Grand Theatre
and Hunan Grand Theatre
in Chengsha. Never
neglecting
Jackson’s
U.S. fans, Who’s Bad
has packed The House of
Blues franchise all across
the United States; rocked
Washington D.C.’s 930
Club and returned to
their native Chapel Hill,
N.C. boasting larger,
more eagerly-awaited
performances with every
romp around the globe.
Sold-out shows from
Colorado’s
Bluebird
Theatre and LA’s Gibson
Amphitheatre
and
Romania’s Sala Palatalui
to Teatro do Bourbon
Country (Porto Alegre,
Brazil) round out some
of the venues they’ve
rocked.
Who’s Bad is unique
in that the performers
have studied Michael
Jackson’s every original
groove and gravitydefying dance move,
boasting more than 100
years of professional
experience and a team
of dancers with resumes
that include Broadway
productions such as
Phantom of the Opera.

Vamsi Tadepalli (Who’s
Bad founder, composer,
and
saxophonist)
assembled a cast of North
Carolina’s
premiere
musicians and, from
Who’s Bad’s inception,
believed in the band’s
boundless possibilities.
The velvety vocals and
pinpoint choreography
of
frontman
James
Times combined with
the five-piece band’s
blaring horns, downdeep rhythms and the
dancer’s synchronized
dance routines results in
a performance delivered
with soul and precision
superseded by no one but
the King himself. Who’s
Bad has shared stages
with the Queen of Soul,
Aretha Franklin, The
Backstreet Boys, The
Four Tops, Boys II Men,
and hip hop superstar,
Pitbull.
Whether you idolized
the Jackson 5, fell in
love to Human Nature,
or learned to moonwalk
to Billie Jean, Who’s
Bad is THE ULTIMATE
music-and-dance
driven Michael Jackson
homage. This band of
professionals relentlessly
elevate the legacy of pop
music’s King, always

BRANDI OWCZARZ/File Photo

pushing themselves to be
more precise, to raise the
level of excitement and
awe, while embodying
Michael
Jackson’s
mission to bring people
together of all races,
genders, and cultures
through music. As the
curtain opens on a
Who’s Bad performance,

every MJ fan feels the
adrenaline,
screams
at the sight of that
unmistakable silhouette,
and succumbs to a
surefire Michael Jackson
sing-along. The energy
is purely magnetic, the
musicianship is first-rate,
the dance moves deftly
inspired. Who’s Bad is a

tribute befitting a King
and their high- octane
execution of MJ’s music
and dance has catapulted
them to the exclusive
rank of Ultimate!
Tickets
for
the
event at the GEM
range from $35 - $40.
For tickets, visit www.
calhoungemtheatre.org/

Enjoy night of worship at the GEM as popular
Christian artist Carman takes the stage on Aug. 7
STAFF REPORTS

Carman, the Christian
artist who has consistently
operated outside the box
of Christian music, will
be taking the state of the
GEM Theatre for a nice
of worship on Friday,
Aug. 7, beginning at 7:30
p.m. The GEM is located
at 114 North Wall Street
in Calhoun.
Born in Trenton,
N.J., Carman began
playing drums at age 5,
then began singing and
playing guitar as a teen.

He studied acting at the
Abbey Playhouse in
Philadelphia and headed
to Las Vegas in 1973 to
begin his adventure in
show business. During an
Andrae Crouch concert,
Carman was so moved
that he accepted Christ,
radically changing his
life and the direction of
his career.
Often
described
as
part
evangelist,
part Vegas showman,
Carman has 15 gold
and platinum albums
and videos and has sold
over 10 million records.

His performances have
filled some of the largest
stadiums in the world,
drawing as many as
5,000 people to accept
Christ during an event.
Carman holds the record
for the largest Christian
concert ever in Dallas,
when the Texas Stadium
was filled with more than
71,000 people.
Ti c k e t s
range
from $30 - $35 and
can
be
purchased
online by visiting the
GEM’s website www.
calhoungemtheatre.org.

Harris Arts Center
selling Forever Tickets

STAFF REPORTS

The GEM Theatre,
located at 212 South
Wall Street in Calhoun, is
currently selling Forever
Tickets on eventbrite.
“While our stage,
classrooms and galleries
remain dark, we have our
eye on the future and
keeping the arts alive!”
said an official statement
on the HAC Facebook
page. “To make this

possible, we ask you
to purchase a new
FOREVER TICKET and
invest in the future of the
Harris Arts Center. Each
FOREVER
TICKET
purchased may be used
toward one of our future,
regularly priced events.
Your ticket will not
expire until used!”
The Forever Tickets
can be purchased now
through May 31 for $15
each. The ticket can be
used towards one of the

future regularly priced
events of Calhoun Little
Theatre,
Community
Chorus, Music Guild or
Roland Hayes events.
Fundraisers and events
over $15 are excluded.
Patrons may purchase as
many Forever Tickets as
they like, and the Forever
Ticket never expires.
To purchase a Forever
Ticket, visit eventbrite
at www.eventbrite.com
and search ‘Harris Arts
Center Forever Ticket.’

Sister Hazel set to take
GEM stage June 26

STAFF REPORTS

The GEM Theatre,
located at 114 North
Wall Street in Calhoun,
is excited to welcome
back to their stage, 90’s
Alt-Rock band Sister
Hazel. The show will be
held on Friday, June 26,

beginning at 8 p.m.
Sister Hazel formed
in Gainesville, Fla., in
1993 and was named for
Sister Hazel Williams,
a local missionary who
ran a homeless shelter.
The group released its
self-titled debut album in
1994; the band’s second
album, ‘...Somewhere

More Familiar ’ was
released in 1997 and
spawned the hits “All
For You” and “Happy.”
Tickets
for
the
GEM
performance
range from $40 - $50
and can be purchased
online by visiting the
GEM’s website www.
calhoungemtheatre.org.
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THE HUNT FOR FILM: Star Wars - The Clone Wars

COOPER HUNT
Movie Reviews at
The Hunt For Film
A SERIES WITH
GREAT STORIES
THAT IMPROVE
ON RETURNING
CHARACTERS AND
ORIGINALS ALIKE.

THE MOVIE (2008)

Unfortunately,
this
great show got off to a
pretty rough start with
the release of the movie that was intended to
kickstart the fanbase and
get people excited for the
series to air.
The movie is actually
just a few episodes of the
TV show placed together
in order, and we’re not
talking about the legendary episodes that came in
later seasons. It’s generally regarded to be the
worst movie in the official Star Wars canon
(though Disney recently
gave it a run for its money with The Rise of Skywalker, in my opinion).
The story revolves
around Anakin having to
take on his new Padawan
Ahsoka, who at this
stage is pretty annoying and has yet to prove
herself, as they try to
rescue Jabba the Hutt’s
son. Pretty bad. On the
bright side, however, the
action is well-done and
both Sir Christopher Lee
and Samuel L. Jackson
returned to voice Count
Dooku and Mace Windu.
SEASON ONE – A
LONG TIME AGO
ON CARTOON NETWORK…
The first season is
easily the weakest of
the series’ run. The 3D
animation is still in its
early stages and it has
aged poorly, especially
in the earlier episodes.
There are some good
storylines, such as the
Ryloth invasion arc, and
a few really great standalone episodes such as
“Lair of Grievous” and
“Hostage Crisis”. This
episode is the season’s
best in my opinion as it
develops both Anakin
and Padme into realistic
and compelling characters while in the midst
of an intense criminal
masterplan to hold the
entire Senate for ransom.
This naturally leads me
to the true standout, the
series’ greatest original
character who deserves
a live action adaptation:
the gunslinging bounty
hunter, Cad Bane. He appears in roughly a dozen
episodes, but his presence always bolsters
those episodes to a very
high quality.
SEASON TWO – ARC
WARS
The Clone Wars really
starts to pick up momentum in its sophomore
season, with improved
animation while telling
less standalone filler sto-

ries and more thorough
multi-episode arcs. One
of the highlights is definitely the Geonosis arc
in the middle of the season which has the series’
best action sequences at
the time, as well as an intriguing arc about young
bounty
hunter
Boba
Fett seeking vengeance
against Mace Windu, the
Jedi who killed his father. One of my personal
favorite episodes of the
season is actually called
“Bounty Hunters” (you’ll
be noticing a pattern
here), which serves as an
homage to the works of
George Lucas’ idol Akira
Kurosawa, specifically
Seven Samurai (1954).
However, I think it’s safe
to say the season peaks
with Obi-Wan’s adventure with the Duchess
of Mandalore, allowing
us much greater insight
into Kenobi’s formative
years full of action and
romance. This arc is also
a very important setup
for some incredible episodes in later seasons of
the show.

SEASON THREE
– A WELCOME
WEIRDNESS

The show became
much more wacky and
bold in its creative decision-making process in
this season. The Nightsisters, a clan of mystical
Dark Side witches, make
their debut in spectacular fashion, aiding the
assassin Asajj Ventress
(another great original
character) as she does
vengeful battle with
Count Dooku, her former
master who betrayed her.
There is a fantastic story arc in which Anakin,
Obi-Wan, and Ahsoka
must rescue a Jedi Master from a high-security
Separatist prison called
The Citadel where we
meet young Tarkin, and
we’re given plenty of
political intrigue in episodes with Padme. One
of the season’s highlights
would be the Mortis storyline where our main
Jedi trio become trapped
on a spiritual planet of
the Force where they
must confront the physical manifestations of the
Dark Side, Light Side,
and the Balance. This arc
contains a lot of character work for Anakin,
heavily foreshadowing
Revenge of the Sith, and
features Liam Neeson’s
return as the spirit of
Qui-Gon Jinn.

SEASON FOUR –
THE DARK SIDE

The fourth season is
quite strange as it begins with a disappointing
slump but improves later
on with many episodes
and a darker focus. The
Umbara arc of episodes
is great, allowing us to
become well-acquainted
with the clone troopers
themselves as fleshedout characters as they
struggle with the questionable orders of the
ruthless Jedi General
Krell. It dwindles on being the series’ equivalent
of Heart of Darkness/
Apocalypse Now, honoring the Vietnam roots of
the original Star Wars in
1977. There is a surprisingly gritty storyline revolving around the intergalactic slave trade, and
several bounty hunter
stories such as Obi-Wan

Kenobi going undercover to help Cad Bane
kidnap the Chancellor or
Ventress joining up with
Boba Fett on a mission.
Of course, the pinnacle
of season four is in its final two episodes with the
legendary return of Darth
Maul and the beginnings
of his epic quest for revenge against Obi-Wan
Kenobi. It cannot be understated how crucial the
voice cast is, and James
Arnold Taylor as Kenobi
and Sam Witwer as Maul
might be the two best
performers in the series.

SEASON FIVE –
THE PHANTOM
PREQUELS

The fifth season is
largely agreed by most
fans to be the best overall. As Revenge of the
Sith looms ever nearer,
our characters are pushed
into increasingly challenging, darkening situations.
The Jedi younglings arc
is entertaining and lighthearted, and the Onderon
story plants the seeds
for the Rebels series and
Rogue One: A Star Wars
Story (2016). Yet the true
standout arcs are Ahsoka
as a fugitive from the
Republic, and Maul leading a planetary coup on
Mandalore, resulting in
amazing lightsaber duels as well as emotional
character beats of far superior quality than those
found in the prequel or
sequel films themselves.

SEASON SIX –
A NETFLIX
ORIGINAL

Following
Disney’s
buyout of Lucasfilm,
production stopped on
Star Wars: The Clone
Wars at Cartoon Network
until it was temporarily picked up by Netflix in 2014. Netflix and
the show-runners sought
to complete the series’
story quickly which unfortunately resulted in
a forgettable season (all
the more disappointing
coming off of a series
high in the fifth season).
There is a bland storyline revolving around
marital tension between
Anakin and Padme, and
an awful arc that shows
a Mace Windu/Jar Jar
Binks team up in a ripoff of Indiana Jones and
the Temple of Doom
(1984). One positive is a
conspiracy thriller story
centering on fugitive
clone trooper Fives as he
tries to expose Order 66,
and another is Obi-Wan
and Anakin investigating the disappearance of
Master Syfo-Dyas. The
season ends with a Yodacentric storyline as he
communicates with the
spirit of Qui-Gun Jinn,
visits the wellspring of
the Force, and confronts
the homeworld of the
Sith to learn how to become a Force spirit after
death. This is an interesting, albeit confusing
and lore-filled, story
that would’ve been fine
on its own. The issue is
that, from 2014 to 2020,
this served as an anticlimactic series finale as it
did little to lead into Revenge of the Sith, wrap
up Maul’s cliffhanger,
or resolve the unfulfilled
character arcs of Anakin
and Ahsoka.
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SEASON SEVEN –
DAYS ON DISNEY+

The highly anticipated
return of The Clone Wars
after six years was a very
mixed bag. The season
only consists of 12 episodes, four of which had
already been released
online in 2015 in their
early rough cut animation stages, so a third
of the season isn’t even
new content. The middle
four episodes are an arc
revolving around Ahsoka
after she leaves the Jedi
Order and meets two
smuggler sisters from
Coruscant, and it’s easily
one of my least favorite
stories from all seven
seasons. The Martez sisters have very obnoxious
personalities, the entire
group’s decision-making
is nonsensical, their tension is manufactured,
and the dialogue is not
only weak but repetitive.
However, the final four
episodes are arguably
the best of the whole
show, containing emotionally strong character
moments, strikingly improved cinematic animation, outstanding action
sequences on an epic
scale, and the best part is
that it all overlaps with
the events of Episode III
– Revenge of the Sith,
lending a heavy tone and
sense of dire importance
to the plot. We’re finally
given resolution to the
stories of Darth Maul,
Ahsoka, and Captain Rex
that bridges the gap from
the end of this series into
its successor, Star Wars:
Rebels.

CONCLUSION

This show is incredibly
interesting on many levels. It almost serves as a
Star Wars variety show,
as you could get Senate politics, wacky droid
misadventures,
crime
syndicate takeovers, sabotage investigations, and
mass space battles in just
a few episodes. There
isn’t a single main character who isn’t complexly developed, whether it
be some much-needed
depth and darkness for
Anakin, an interesting
backstory for Kenobi,
life-altering decisions for
Ahsoka, or unique personalities for all of the
lead clones such as Rex,
Fives, Echo, and Heavy.
The style of animation
and costume/set design
are so wonderfully done
with a slightly exaggerated look to achieve the
desired cartoon qualities,
but it doesn’t lose the
fine details or trademark
gritty visuals. Seasons
4-6 have some of the best
animation I’ve seen, yet
they take it to a new level
of beauty in the final season.
I often refer to this series as the prequels that
should have been since
it nurtures the brotherly
bond between Anakin
and Obi-Wan better than
the films did, and Anakin
is actually fulfilled as a
compelling and realistic
character with strengths
and flaws unlike the
more
underdeveloped
movie version. Likewise,
Ahsoka Tano goes from a
fairly annoying character
in the first season to one
of the franchise’s strongest female heroes, easily outranking the likes
of Rey and Jyn Erso in
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terms of characterization
and depth. Her journey
in discovering the hypocrisy and corruption
in the Jedi Order and the
Republic is very insightful, and her final decision to leave the Order
parallels the fall of Anakin Skywalker, proposing a better alternative
he could’ve taken. Maul
also has a great arc, now
as a thought-out, complex antagonist instead
of an action figure. We
see the fallen Sith utilizing all of his skills, not
just physical strength,
as he manipulates gangsters, terrorists, and syndicates to help overthrow
a planet and claim vengeance against Kenobi.
Maul alone sees past the
lies of the Clone War and
seeks to prevent the massacre of Order 66 (albeit
for his own selfish reasons).
As a whole, Star Wars:
The Clone Wars has left
a mark on its galaxy in
the best way. By telling
fresh stories with multidimensional characters
with whom the audience
form emotional attachments, the series even
surpasses many of its
live action companions.
It presents bold, challenging thematic ideas,
unlike some of the Disney films (looking at
you, The Force Awakens
and The Rise of Skywalker), and its characters are actually relatable and empathetic as
opposed to those in the
prequels (namely Attack
of the Clones or Rogue
One). My point is that,
until the success of The
Mandalorian in 2019,
The Clone Wars is by far
the best content that fans
have been given since the
original trilogy ended in
1983. Every fan should
check it out immediately, especially those
with children as it’s suitable for most ages, and
new fans will enjoy it as
their first experience in
a galaxy far, far away.
Writer/producer/director Dave Filoni (director of Avatar: The Last
Airbender) presides as
the series’ creative lead,
and he’s got my vote for
Lucasfilm CEO once the
position opens later this
year. Here’s hoping that
the end of Star Wars: The
Clone Wars won’t be the

end of animated series in
the saga.

Personal: B+
Critical: 85%
EPISODE
RECOMMENDATIONS
FOR BEGINNERS

Invasion of Ryloth
(Storm over Ryloth, Innocents of Ryloth, Liberty on Ryloth) Season 1
Geonosis (Senate Spy,
Landing at Point Rain,
Weapons Factory, Legacy of Terror, Brain Invaders) S2
Mandalore
dalore Plot,
Temptation,
Mandalore,
S2-3

(The ManVoyage of
Duchess of
Corruption)

Bounty Hunter (Holocron
Heist,
Cargo
of Doom, Children of
Force, Death Trap, Lethal Trackdown, Hostage
Crisis, Hunt for Ziro,
Deception, Friends &
Enemies, The Box, Crisis on Naboo, Bounty)
S1-4
Umbara (Darkness on
Umbara, The General,
Plan of Dissent, Carnage
of Krell) S4
The Chosen One (Senate Spy, Overlords, Altar
of Mortis, Ghost of Mortis, The Wrong Jedi, An
Old Friend, Rise of Clovis, Unfinished Business,
Old Friends Not Forgotten, Shattered, Victory &
Death) S2-7
Darth Maul Returns
(Nightsisters, Monster,
Witches of the Mist,
Massacre, Brothers, Revenge, Revival, Eminence, Shades of Reason,
The Lawless, The Phantom Apprentice, Shattered, Victory & Death)
S3-7
Cooper Hunt is a senior at Gordon Central
High School. A movie
buff, Hunt runs “The
Hunt for Film,” where he
reviews recent releases
from Hollywood. You can
check out his reviewes
at thehuntforfilmwordp re s s c o m . w o rd p re s s .
com/
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