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Limited tickets available for 
April 30 ‘An Evening with 
Sara Evans’ downtown.
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H a m i l t o n  H e a l t h 
Care System holding 
Environmental Services 
hiring event.

Volume 3, No.49

Keep Calhoun Gordon 
Beautiful, a group of 
like-minded citizens 
committed to promoting 
a healthier, safer, more 
livable and greener 
place to live, work and 
play in Gordon County, 
is holding a special 
Earth Day Event that 
encompasses recycling, 
a food drive and a blood 
drive. 

The public is invited 
to come recycle on 
Saturday, April 17 from 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at Rock 
Bridge Community 
Church, located at 
906 Curtis Parkway in 

Calhoun. The items being 
accepted for recycling 
that day include:

Eye glasses
Soft plastics and film
Batteries, electronics 

and tools that contain 
batteries (please tape 
battery terminals)

Flat screen monitors 
and computer towers (no 
tv’s or large monitors, no 
appliances, no landline 
phones, no speakers)

Latex,  oil-based 
paints and stains (no 
lead paints, no two-part 
epoxy, no mineral spirits)

Hard plastics with or 
without numbers; plastic 
flower pots

New or used tennis 
shoes

Expired or unused 
medications (no needles)

During the event, 
there will also be a Blood 
Assurance blood drive 
and paper shredding will 
be available.

Keep Calhoun Gordon 
Beautiful focuses on 
helping individuals in 
the community become 
engaged s tewards 
of the environment; 
Education and awareness 
and  encourag ing 
posi t ive behaviors 
toward community 
improvement; Forming 
broad-based community 
all iances including 
public, private and 
civic sectors which are 
essential to achieve 

sustainable community 
improvement;  and 
engaging volunteers who 
will extend the reach 
and multiply the impact 
of local initiatives 
that change individual 
behavior and improve the 
community environment.

Keep Calhoun Gordon 
Beautiful partners with 
local schools, church 
groups and the Gordon 
County Sheriff’s Office 
for quarterly community 
litter pick-up & recycling 
events; Prepares and 
distributes free trees for 
annual Arbor Day, which 

@gordongazette
@gordongazette
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In  COVID-19 
reporting by both school 
systems on Friday, March 
19, Calhoun City Schools 
was again flat in their 
number of active cases, 
and Gordon County 
Schools took a drastic 
dip in active cases, a 
good sign as community 
cases reported were also 
lower.

Gordon County 
Schools’ active COVID-
19 cases among all of 
their schools were at 4 
active cases in numbers 
reported on Friday. Last 
week, GCS had 11 active 
cases reported; the week 
prior, the system reported 
10 active cases. 

The two high 
schools, Gordon Central 
and Sonoraville, have 
been back to regular 
instruction for two weeks 
after having been on a 
hybrid learning schedule 
the few weeks prior. 
The decision for the 
hybrid instruction wasn’t 
necessarily based on the 
active case number, but 
the quarantine numbers 

that go along with 
exposure to the students 
with active cases. As the 
active case number rises, 
the quarantine number 
rises.

This week, there are 
no staff members (down 
2 from last week) and 
4 students (down 5 
from last week) that are 
considered active cases 
of COVID-19 at the 
system. 

T h e  s t u d e n t 
breakdown of current 
active COVID-19 cases 
at the school system is: 
1 student at Ashworth 
Middle, 1 student at 
Belwood Elementary, 
1 student at Gordon 

Central High School 
and 1 student at Tolbert 
Elementary.

Gordon County 
Schools’ reporting is 
slightly different than 
the City school system. 
Gordon County Schools’ 
weekly  numbers , 
reported each Friday 
afternoon, show the 
new cases of COVID-19 
for the week, plus any 
previous cases that are 
still active. You can find 
those numbers on their 
website at https://www.
gcbe.org/domain/5112 

Keep Calhoun Gordon Beautiful to hold special  
Earth Day recycling, food drive, blood drive event

WEEKLY COMMUNITY COVID 
REPORT: Case numbers 
continue downward trend

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

See COVID,  
page 8A

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

The Gordon Gazette has confirmed that Office Depot, located on West 
Belmont Drive in Calhoun, will be shutting their doors in mid-May of this year. 
Office Depot announced in May 2020 that it planned to cut more than 13,000 
jobs and close certain retail stores across the country by the end of 2023. The 
U.S. office supply retailer is looking to curb costs and focus on its IT services 
business units.

Local Office Depot closing

T h e  G e o rg i a 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Community Affairs has 
released information on 
the State of Georgia’s 
Rental  Assis tance 
Program, which was 
created to help those 
suffering hard times 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The State of Georgia 
has received $552 
million from the U.S. 
Treasure’s  Federal 
Emergency Rental 
Assistance Program 
to provide relief to 
Georgian’s, individuals, 
families and landlords, 
whose finances have 
been negatively impacted 
by the COVID pandemic. 
The funds will be used 
to bring past due utilities 
and rent current for 
households that have 
rental arrears. 

T h e  G e o rg i a 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Community Affairs will 
administer this program 
which is opening this 
month. The money will 
be distributed directly to 
landlords and/or utility 
companies and eligible 
applicants can receive 
up to 12-15 months of 
payment relief.

Individuals must 
qualify for unemployment 
or must have experienced 
a reduction in income, 
significant costs or 
financial hardship due to 
COVID-19, demonstrate 
a risk of experiencing 
homelessness or housing 
instability and have a 
household income at or 
below 80 percent of the 
area median income.

Requirements for 
tenants include: a 
form of identification 
(State ID or passport); 
Income documents for 

See DCA,  
page 8A

You’re invited to United Way 
of Gordon County’s 10th and final 
presentation of Calhoun’s Dancing 
with the Stars presented by Mohawk 
Indus t r i e s ,  Ca lhoun -Gordon 
Community Foundation, and Morning 
Pointe of Calhoun. The record-setting 
fundraiser will close with an April 16 
finale at the Calhoun Performing Arts 
Center at 7:00 p.m. A dress rehearsal 
is scheduled for Thursday, April 15 
with tickets sold at a discounted 
rate. This year’s show will feature 
a combination of adult and student 
dance teams as they compete to raise 
funds for United Way of Gordon 
County.

CONTRIBUTED

DWTS 2021 introduces 
4th dance couple - Carson 

Glaze and Grant Glaze

Georgia Department 
of Community 

Affairs releases 
information state’s 
Rental Assistance 

Program
Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

See DWTS,  
page 8A

See EARTH DAY,  
page 8A
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Changes to Fairmount 
Elementary School’s 
leadership team are on 
the horizon for the 2021-
2022 school year, as 
the school’s principal, 
Mr. Deryl Dennis, has 
announced his plans 
to retire in December.  
While Mr. Dennis will 
remain with Gordon 
County Schools through 
the remainder of 2021, 
a new principal will be 
selected to take the reigns 
as Fairmount Elementary 
prepares for the 21-22 
school year.  

In June, Mr. Dennis will 
transition to assist with 
the implementation of 
the school system’s new 
virtual learning programs 
that are currently being 
developed to provide 
additional opportunities 

for students to complete 
their high school 
diplomas.  

Gateway Vir tual 
Learning Academy will 
provide high school 
students with a virtual 
option for completing 
required coursework, 
while the Gordon 
Transitions Center will 
replace the system’s 
alternative education 
program currently run by 
Ombudsman.  

Mr. Dennis was 
named principal at 
Fairmount Elementary 
in 2017.  Prior to that 
time, Mr. Dennis had 
served in principalships 
in Paulding County 
since 2003.  During his 
tenure as principal, he 
opened new schools, 
implemented multiple 
r e s e a r c h e d - b a s e d 
instructional strategies, 
l ed  p ro fes s iona l 

development sessions, 
served as District 
President of the 
Georgia Association 
of Elementary School 
P r i n c i p a l s ,  a n d 
was named District 
Administrator of the 
Year in Paulding County. 

“With his varied 
experience as a principal 
and an educator at multiple 
levels, Mr. Dennis will 
provide much-needed 
administrative support 
for our new virtual 
learning options as we 
strive to ensure we meet 
the needs of all of our 
students. We are excited 
about Mr. Dennis’ 
role in offering these 
opportunities beginning 
in the fall,” said Dr. 
Kimber ly  Fraker, 
Gordon County Schools’ 
superintendent.  Mr. 
Dennis also welcomes 
the opportunity to be a 

part of the new program’s 
success, “I look forward 
to continuing to serve 
Gordon County students 
and families in this new 
role.  Student success is 
vitally important, and I 
will do everything I can 
to assist as needed.”

More information 
concerning the Gateway 
Vi r tua l  Learn ing 
Academy and Transitions 
Center will be released 
in the coming weeks.

AdventHealth Medical 
Group is pleased to 
announce that Diego 
DeHaro, PA-C, has joined 
AdventHealth Medical 
Group Orthopedics and 
Sports Medicine. 

DeHaro joins Stephen 
King, MD; Jeffrey 
Kovacic, MD; Adam 
Land, MD; Anne-Marie 
Goble, FNP-BC, RNFA; 
Mark Meyer, PA-C; and 
Josh Slatky, PA-C, at 
AdventHealth Medical 
Group Orthopedics 
and Sports Medicine’s 
Calhoun, Chatsworth and 
Ellijay locations. The 
Orthopedic Care team 
specializes in the care of 
bones, joints, ligaments, 
tendons, muscles and 
nerves, so you can get 
back in motion to work 
and play. 

DeHaro earned his 
Bachelor of Biological 
Sciences from Dalton 
State College. He 
completed his Master 
of Science in Physician 
Ass is tant  Studies 
from AdventHealth 
University. DeHaro also 
speaks Spanish and is 
a certified physician 
assistant through the 
National Commission on 
Certification of Physician 
Assistants. Outside of 
work, he enjoys spending 
time with his family at 
Disney and is passionate 
about football, soccer, 
CrossFit and dancing.

To schedule an 
appointment with DeHaro 
at AdventHealth Medical 
Group Orthopedics 
& Sports Medicine 
at Calhoun, please 
call  706-602-3100. 
For more information 
on our Orthopedic 

Care services, visit 
Adven tHea l thGordon .
com/ortho. 

About AdventHealth 
Gordon

Founded in 1935, 
AdventHealth Gordon is 
proud to be a member 
of AdventHealth. With 
a sacred mission of 
Extending the Healing 
Ministry of Christ, 
AdventHealth is a 
connected system of 
care for every stage of 
life and health. More 
than 80,000 skilled 
and compassionate 
caregivers in physician 
practices, hospitals, 
outpatient clinics, skilled 
nursing facilities, home 
health agencies and 
hospice centers provide 
individualized, wholistic 
care. A shared vision, 
common values, focus on 
whole-person health and 
commitment to making 

communities healthier 
unify the system’s 
nearly 50 hospital 
campuses and hundreds 

of care sites in diverse 
markets throughout 
almost a dozen states. 
For more information 

about AdventHealth, 
visit  AdventHealth.
com or Facebook.com/
AdventHealth.
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ADVENTHEALTH GORDON: Diego DeHaro, PA-C, 
joins AdventHealth Medical Group

ADVENTHEALTH 
GORDON

Physician Group

PERSONALIZED CARE 
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

We accept most health insurance plans.

Michelle Little, DO 
Family Medicine

Jennifer Smith, 
FNP-C

Family Medicine

Justin Hare, DO
Neurosurgery and 

Spine

Primary Care • 706.529.3025
Neurosurgery & Spine • 706.529.7124

160 Curtis Parkway NE
Calhoun, GA

Gordon County Schools announces retirement  
of Fairmount Elementary principal Deryl Dennis

GORDON COUNTY 
SCHOOLS

Please join us for Resurrection Saturday “There is Hope”, presented by 
Bethesda Baptist Church in Plainville.

It is FREE event for the Gordon County community and ALL are welcome!
The event will be held Saturday, April 3 at 11 a.m. at the Calhoun Recreation 

Department football field (next to the Yellow Park) on McDaniel Station Road.
There will be candy for the kids, giveaways, and a special performance by 

award winning recording group Ahmad Hall and Friends.
We will be following all CDC Guidelines for outdoor events and providing 

sanitation stations and masks.
Feel free to bring lawn chairs and dress comfortable and casual.
 

‘There is Hope’ 
Resurrection Saturday 

event hosted by Bethesda 
Baptist to be held April 3 

at Calhoun Rec

See news happening?
 

Call 770-547-1044 or  
email staff@gordongazettega.com
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Dorothy Clark
Dorothy Lousie 

P a d g e t t  C l a r k , 
affectionately known 
as “Gran,” was born 
Feb. 7, 1922, in Gordon 
County, and her presence 
was known for almost a 
century until she passed 
on March 18, 2021, 
joining the love of her 
life, K.T. (Papa) and 
her first-born grandson, 
Monte.

Growing up in Fairmount with her four brothers 
and three sisters, Gran quickly became a prominent 
figure in the house helping her mother, Lou Emma, 
in the kitchen canning, cooking and baking (just 
ask anyone from Sonoraville Baptist Church about 
her delicious pound cake), but secretly, she always 
enjoyed spending time outdoors with her father, 
William Alfred, feeding the chickens and milking 
the cows.

Gran had many proud moments in her lifetime, 
and one of those definitely influenced her for 
the remainder of her life: being baptized in the 
creek and becoming a Christian at twelve years 
old. Another was graduating from Fairmount High 
School in 1939 twelve members strong and the 
longest living member of that class. Consequently, 
during those flowering years, she did not realize 
that one particular gentleman had his eye on her. 
He waited until she was old enough to date and a 
beautiful courtship began. Papa and Gran married 
on Dec. 23, 1939, “setting up house” in Pickens 
County. She attended and graduated from Massey 
Business School eventually retiring from North 
Georgia Community Action Agency in 1985.

In 1988, Gran moved to Calhoun to be closer to 
her two sons, Paul (Barbara) and Roger (Ann), and 
their families. Since then, she has lived a full life 
dedicating her time to her Lord and her family and 
friends. Every year, birthdays, Easter, Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and any other days in between, gave 
Gran a reason to cook for the Clark Clan. All those 
meals shared in the Florida room in her home left 
us overstuffed and lazy, but more importantly gave 
all us the opportunity to see each other and hang 
out. Gran simply enjoyed sitting in the chair and 
listening to everyone’s conversations. If you ever 
asked her about her family, you had better pull up a 
chair and stay awhile! Her family was so precious to 
her as she was to us.

For the past thirty-two years Gran has lived 
without K.T. but that didn’t deter her independence. 
Her decades-long membership at Sonoraville Baptist 
Church and actively participating with her Sunday 
School class kept her busy. She was available if 
someone needed her, but she never wanted to be 
a burden to anyone. Even though Gran turned 99 
a little over a month ago, she was still paying 
her own bills, balancing her own checkbook, and 
complaining that her CDs were not drawing a lot of 
interests. She was a one-of-a-kind LADY in every 
sense of the word.

Besides her two sons and daughters-in-law, 
Gran is survived by sisters-in-law, Mildred Clark 
Hart and Jean Clark Jones; grandchildren, Dia 
(Chris) Johnson, Amber (Tim) Kinsey, Ryan Clark, 
Adrienne (Joe) Chadwick, Brittany (Dylan) Owens; 
great-grandchildren, Monte Paul, Peyton, and 
Caroline Clark; Clark, Russell, and Alea Johnson; 
Reagan, Max and Emmie Kinsey; Cohen and Hudson 
Chadwick; Lex Owens; great-great-granddaughter, 
Jurnee Clark; nieces and nephews; a very special 
friend, Lorene Padgett.

Our family has been so lucky to have such a 
sweet presence in our lives for so long, but it is time 
to say good-bye. Join us in celebrating Gran’s life 
at Sonoraville Baptist Church on Sunday, March 22 
at 3 p.m. Visitation will be from 1:30-3 p.m. and 
interment will follow at Fain Cemetery. Reverends 
Lewis Shirley and Jamie Hunt will officiate the 
church ceremony and Hudson Chadwick will recite 
the 23rd Psalm. Dr. Jether Cochran will be in charge 
of the graveside committal ceremony.

We would like to thank Eddie Phipps, Danny 
Gilbert, Bill Price, Bobby Reeves, KD Wright, and 
Louie McEntrye for serving as pall bearers. Also, 
honorary escort is Lorene Padgett, Wanda Cole, 
Charlie and Hilda Chadwick, Bill and Ann Ayers, 
David and Sue Erwin, Margie McElroy, Ricky 
Willix, Wanda Cole, and Peggy Acree, Ted and Judy 
Smith, Jean Holden, Betty Brock, Shirley Rickett, 
and Carolyn Cochran.

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Dorothy Clark.

SFC Allen Cooper
Sergeant First Class Charles Allen Cooper ( U.S. 

Army, retired), age 53, of Resaca,  passed away 

on Tuesday, March 16, 2021 at Redmond Regional 
Medical Center in Rome.

Allen was born on Oct. 20, 1967 in Walker 
County, son of Helen Ann Hewitt Cooper and the 
late Charles Russell Cooper. Allen served in the 
United States Army for over 29 years having served 
in Afghanistan, Bosnia, and two tours in Iraq. He 
retired as a Sergeant First Class. Also, he served in 
the 278th, Tennessee National Guard and Company, 
“C” Company, 1st Battalion, 108th, Georgia National 
Guard (Dalton, Ga.) He enjoyed traveling, kayaking, 
and fishing.

Allen is survived by his mother, Helen Ann 
Cooper; son, Bradley Cooper; brother, Scott Cooper 
and his wife Susan; and sister, Angie Cooper Bomar 
and her husband Todd, and Susan Cooper, mother 
of Bradley Cooper. Several nieces and nephews, 
Tiffany Jones, Brandon Haynes, Bryan Cooper and 
Tyler Cooper, also survive.

Funeral Services were conducted on Friday, 
March 19, 2021 at 2 p.m. from the Chapel of 
Thomas Funeral Home with Reverend Scott Cooper 
officiating. Burial followed in Haven of Rest 
Memorial Park with Full Military Rites.

Pallbearers serving included: Bradley Cooper, 
Bryan Cooper, Tyler Cooper, Brandon Hayes, Drake 
Causby, and Scott Cooper.

The family received friends on Thursday, March 
18, 2021 from 4 – 8 p.m. at Thomas Funeral Home.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Charles Allen Cooper.

Richard Fite
Mr. Richard Lynn Fite, 

age 65, of Southwood 
Drive,  Adairsvil le, 
passed away peacefully 
Thursday, March 18, 
2021, at his residence.

He was born in 
Calhoun on July 14, 
1955, son of the late 
Troy W. Fite and Bunnie 
Mae Evans Fite. He liked 
fishing and hunting but 
mostly spending time with his family. Richard 
enjoyed living a simple life. He was preceded in 
death by his parents.

He is survived by his loving wife of 42 years, 
Carolyn Fite; sons Alex Fite and Aaron Fite; sisters, 
Diane and Jerry Bagley and Karen and Pete Gentry; 
brothers, Tony and Hazel Fite, Danny and Jane Ellen 
Fite, and Steve and Jill Fite; and several nieces and 
nephews.

Funeral service will be held Sunday, March 21, 
2021, at 4 p.m. at Adairsville Church of God with 
Pastor Ken Coomer officiating. Interment will follow 
in Eastview Cemetery, Adairsville. Pallbearers 
include Russell Fite, Adam Fite, Matthew Webb, 
Britt Cole, Jesse Rayburn, and Roy O’ Berry.

The family will receive family and friends 
Sunday, March 21, 2021, from 2 – 4 p.m. at the 
Adairsville Church of God.

Family and friends attending services will be 
required to wear face mask and observe social 
distancing.

R. Dudley Barton & Son Funeral Home, 
Adairsville, is in charge of funeral arrangements for 
Mr. Richard Lynn Fite.

Martha Momon
Martha Faye Momon, 

85, of Calhoun, died 
on Thursday, March 
18, 2021, following 
two years of declining 
health. Martha was born 
in Centre, Ala. on Feb. 
19, 1936. She was the 
daughter of the late 
Julius C. and Gladys 
Snead Wilson. Along 
with her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her husband, Sam Momon; her 
brother, Wayne Wilson; her sister, Pam Bryant. 

She was a member of New Echota United 
Methodist Church. Along with her husband, she 
owned and operated Calhoun Sheet Metal, Calhoun 
Awning and Wrought Iron, and The Ivy Leaf Florist. 
Martha was active with her husband in many area 
clubs and worthy causes; she was a past member of 
both the Order of The Eastern Star and The Echota 
Shrine Club Vannettes.

Martha is survived by her daughters, Robin 

Curtis and her husband, Cale, and Kimberly Bryant 
and her husband, Rick; her grandchildren, Bryanne 
(Brian) Miller, Brandon Curtis, Hanna (Jonathan) 
Smith, and Brice Bryant; his great-grandchildren, 
Brock Parker, Brody Parker, Drake Curtis, Riley 
Miller, Rae, and Ava Smith; brother, Ray Wilson 
and his wife Joyce of Rome,  nieces, and nephews, 
Mark (Karen) Momon, Mickey (Sabrina) Wilson, 
Chris (Vicky) Wilson, Maleah (Matt) Hibberts, 
Penni Wilson Martin, Marnie Young, Milie Wilson, 
Mende Wilson, and Lee Ann Lynch; other relatives 
and friends.

The family will receive friends on Sunday, March 
21, 2021, from 1 – 3 p.m. at Max Brannon and Sons 
Funeral Home. The funeral service will follow the 
visitation on Sunday at 3 p.m. from the funeral 
home chapel. Rev. Eddie Brannon will officiate. 
Burial will follow the service at Chandler Cemetery. 
Pallbearers are Mark Momon, Brandon Curtis, 
Jonathan Smith, Brice Bryant, Chris Wilson, and 
Mickey Wilson.

The family wishes to express their gratitude to 
Affinis Hospice and Gordon Healthcare for their 
wonderful care and compassion. In lieu of flowers, 
Memorials are requested to be made to New Echota 
United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 71, Calhoun, 
Ga. 30703.

Due to Covid-19, those attending are asked by 
the family to be masked at all times and to follow 
social distancing guidelines.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Martha Faye Momon.

Jeff Shultz
Jeffrey Lynn “Jeff” Shultz, age 74, of Calhoun, 

passed away on Thursday, March 18, 2021 at his 
residence.

Jeff was born on Oct. 13, 1946 in Scottsboro, Ala. 
to the late Rev. Charles Brennon Shultz and Bertha 
Richie Shultz. He has been a resident of Gordon 
County since 1970 and was a member of Belmont 
Baptist Church where he taught Sunday school. Jeff 
was involved in youth sports and was an avid golfer.

Jeff is survived by: his wife, Brenda Shultz of 
Calhoun; son, Chad Shultz and his wife Kathy of 
Columbia, S.C.; two sisters, Frances Jackson and 
her husband David of Carrollton and Regina Shultz 
of Cedartown; three grandchildren, Michael Kim, 
David Kim, and Jonathan Kim; and several nieces 
and nephews.

A celebration of life will be held at a later date 
and will be announced soon.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to a 
charity in honor of Jeff.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Jeffrey Lynn “Jeff” Shultz.

Rudy Vasquez
Mr. Rudy Edvin Lopez Vasquez, age 40 of 

Calhoun, departed this life, Wednesday March 17, 
2021 at the local hospital. He was born June 
20, 1980 in Guatemala, a son of the late Alberto 
Calletano Lopez Fuentes and Rayna Isabel Vasquez 
Revas.

He is survived by his wife Maritza Mendoza 
Merida of the residence; children, Cindy Lopez 
Mendoza, Rudy Lopez Mendoza, Bryan Lopez 
Mendoza; brothers, Ubaldo Lopez Mendoza, 
Antonio Lopez Mendoza of Little Rock, Ark.; sister, 
Doris Lopez Vasquez of Guatemala; cousin, Darvin 
Antonio Lopez of Calhoun; several nieces and 
nephews.

Service to celebrate the life of Mr. Rudy Edvin 
Lopez Vasquez will be held Monday March 22, 
2021 at 10 a.m. from the Ponders Calhoun Chapel 
with Pastor Cesar Cardona officiating. Interment 
will follow in the Fain Cemetery. The family will 
receive friends at the funeral home from 3 – 9 p.m. 
on Sunday.    

Due to the National health crisis and the Covid-
19 virus, masks must be worn properly at all 
times and social distancing must be observed when 
visiting the funeral home.

Condolences may be expressed to the family at 
www.pondersfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements by, Ponders Calhoun Chapel 675 
Jolly Rd Calhoun GA 30701

www.selectedindependentfuneralhomes.org and 
www.ogr.org
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Georgia Highlands College graduates 
now have a way to take and use a 
certified electronic diploma wherever 
they need it. In addition to receiving 
a printed version of their diploma, 
graduates now have the option to 
receive a duplicate CeDiploma.

A CeDiploma is an official, secure 
and verifiable PDF version of a diploma 
that allows for unlimited sharing with 
family, friends, employers and social 
media, as well as proof of education 
with only the important details.

Each credential provides a unique 
12-digit Certified Electronic Document 
Identifier called a CeDiD. The CeDiD 
allows for instant proof of a graduate’s 
accomplishment using Validation 
Services, which can be used a number 
of ways, including enhancing a resume 
with a CeDiD and validation URL to a 
CeDiploma.

Registrar Ed Rosser said the 
CeDiploma is a win-win for students, 
employers and the college.

“As advancement in technology 
grows, GHC works to stay competitive 
with the new ways of delivering 
services to our students that give 
them an advantage in the job market,” 

Rosser said. “A company can use the 
student’s CeDiD code and validate the 
student’s degree in seconds on the link 
on our website.”

GHC has partnered with Paradigm 
to offer this new option for graduates.

Benefits of a CeDiploma include:
Exact Duplicate – A CeCredential 

is always an exact duplicate of the 
paper credential, leading to greater 
confidence in the marketplace.

Unique Identifier – A CeCredential 
always has a unique serial number that 
can be shared and validated without 
providing the actual digital credential.

TruSeal – The seal that is securely 
printed on a paper diploma is woven 
into the very fabric of a CeCredential.

Visual Cues – Borrowed from the 
banking industry, a CeCredential 
contains immediate visual cues 
to provide visual confidence in the 
credential.

Real-time Validation – The 
CeCredential is the only digital 
credential that allows real-time 
validation through the issuing 
institution’s website.

And more
Please visit GHC’s commencement 

page at highlands.edu for more 
information on the new CeDiploma.
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Education

Georgia Northwestern Technical 
College (GNTC) will be hosting a 
Free Application Week, April 5-9, to 
help those who are seeking to enroll in 
summer semester.

 During this week, GNTC will waive 
the $25 application fee for all new 
applicants. The admissions deadline for 
the summer semester is April 23 and 
classes begin on May 17.

“GNTC is located here in your 

community and is a top-choice for a 
quality, affordable higher education. 
We want to ensure that the cost to 
apply is not a deterrent for any student 
interested in attending GNTC,” said 
Selena Magnusson, vice president of 
Institutional Effectiveness and Student 
Success at GNTC. “Waiving the 
application fee during Free Application 
Week is just one of the many hurdles we 
are removing for our students.”   

GNTC is available through our call 
center Monday – Friday, 7:45 a.m. - 

4:15 p.m., at 866-983-4682. For 
more Information on applying for the 
summer semester, visit GNTC’s main 
webpage and click “Apply Now.” For 
any questions about GNTC’s Free 
Application Week, contact the Office of 
Admissions.

Georgia Northwestern Technical 
College provides quality workforce 
education to the citizens of northwest 
Georgia. Students have the opportunity 
to earn an associate degree, diploma 
or a certificate in business, health, 

industrial or public service career paths. 
This past year, 11,820 people benefited 
from GNTC’s credit and noncredit 
programs. GNTC has an annual credit 
enrollment of 8,591 students and an 
additional enrollment of 3,229 people 
through adult education, continuing 
education, business and industry training 
and Georgia Quick Start. For more 
information about GNTC, visit us at 
www.GNTC.edu. GNTC is a unit of the 
Technical College System of Georgia 
and an Equal Opportunity Institution. 

GNTC

GNTC announces Free Application Week

Those interested in becoming 
certified public accountants (CPA) 
now have an easier path into the 
field through the Wright School of 
Business’s CPA training course 
offerings.

The school offers a range of 
courses open to the public, as well as 
Dalton State students, that will help 
individuals become CPAs.

“Our classes are taught by accredited 
and qualified Wright School of 
Business faculty members who are 
student-focused and deeply committed 
to each student’s success,” said Dr. 
Patrick Ryle, assistant professor of 
accounting. “There is a strong demand 
for CPAs from employers. While 
Master of Business Administration 
and Master of Accountancy degrees 
are very valuable and sought-after 
qualifications, a CPA certification is an 
actual license, affording commensurate 
rights and responsibilities. A CPA 
licensure gives a person membership 
in an exclusive group for life.” 

“Obtaining a CPA licensure is not 
only the most distinguishing indication 
of competence one can achieve in his 
or her accounting career but through 
the Wright School of Business course 
offerings, it is also more affordable and 
easier than obtaining a postgraduate 

degree in the field,” said Dr. Marilyn 
Helms, dean of Wright School of 
Business. 

Becoming a licensed CPA in the state 
of Georgia requires the completion of 
at least 150 credit hours, including 
30 credit hours in classes above the 
introductory level and successful 
completion of the CPA exam. The 
courses offered through the Wright 
School of Business allow students to 
obtain the extra credit hours they need 
while also taking classes specifically 
designed to prepare them for the CPA 
exam. 

The CPA exam is divided into four 
sections: Business Environment and 
Concepts, Regulation, Financial 
Accounting and Reporting and 
Auditing. 

The Wright School of Business offers 
three or more courses per section, 
allowing students to thoroughly 
prepare for each before taking the 
CPA exam. For the full list of course 
offerings, click here. 

Students who graduate from Dalton 
State with a bachelor’s degree in 
accounting typically obtain 121 credit 
hours toward the 150-credit hour 
minimum needed to become CPAs. The 
CPA training courses offer a convenient 
path for accounting graduates to 
develop their skill sets further and 
increase their value to employers by 
becoming licensed CPAs. The courses 

also provide an opportunity for non-
accounting graduates who would like 
to transition into the field to do so by 
seeking CPA certification. 

The next round of CPA training 
courses is slated to begin in Summer 
2021. Registration for summer courses 
is currently open. Those interested do 
not need to be formally enrolled at 
Dalton State to take the CPA courses. 

Anyone interested in enrolling 
should do so through the Admissions 
tab on daltonstate.edu. Students will 

need to make a Nest Portal account 
and submit the required documentation 
before enrolling. 

For more information on becoming 
an accountant, click here. 

Dalton State was recently recognized 
by Business Insider as one of the 
top schools in the nation for return 
on investment. The Wright School 
of Business also holds an AACSB 
accreditation, an accolade granted 
to less than 5% of business schools 
worldwide. 

DALTON STATE COLEGE

Wright School of Business Offers Path to CPA Certification

GEORGIA HIGHLANDS COLLEGE

GHC now offers certified electronic diplomas to graduates
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Legis la t ion  to 
crack down on rioting 
protesters in Georgia that 
drew scorn from criminal 
justice advocates has 
been revived in the 
General Assembly after 
stalling earlier this 
month.

A wide-ranging 
measure on permitting, 
criminal penalties and 
civil liability for violent 
protesters and tolerant 
city governments was 
brought by Sen. Randy 
Robertson, R-Cataula, 
and faced debate March 
2 in the Senate Judiciary 
Committee but didn’t get 
a vote.

Robertson’s proposals 
then were tacked into a 
different bill sponsored 
by Rep. Dave Belton, 
R-Buckhead,  tha t 
originally just dealt with 
educational courses for 
driver’s licenses. The 
overhauled bill with 
Robertson’s proposals 
cleared the Senate Public 
Safety Committee by a 
5-3 vote on Thursday.

Robertson, who is 

a retired major with 
the Muscogee County 
Sheriff ’s Office, said 
his measure came in 
response to riots seen 
at times during protests 
last summer against 
police brutality and 
racial injustice, as well 
as the Jan. 6 insurrection 
at the U.S. Capitol by 
supporters of former 
President Donald Trump.

“We are discussing 
o n l y  u n l a w f u l 
assemblies,” Robertson 
said at Thursday’s 
hearing. “We are in 
no way trying to limit 
or prevent any group 
from having a peaceful 
assembly or peaceful 
protest.”

R o b e r t s o n ’ s 
measure, called the 
“Safe Communities 
Act of 2021,” would 
make it a felony with 
fines and prison time 
to commit violent acts 
in gatherings of seven 
people or more, block 
a highway or road and 
deface public structures 
like monuments or 
cemeteries.

It would also hold city 
and county governments 

liable in civil court 
for interfering in a 
police agency’s protest 
enforcement, require 
permits for protests 
and rallies, block local 
officials from reducing 
police budgets by 30% or 
more in a year.

Another proposal not 
included in the measure’s 
current version would 
have provided protections 
for volunteer groups like 
“neighborhood watches” 
to assist police in protest 
enforcement.

Opponents from 
several groups focused 
on civil liberties, free 
speech, criminal defense 
and county finances 
have condemned the 
measure on grounds it 
could defy free-speech 
constitutional rights, 
leave local governments 
open to costly lawsuits 
and give legal cover to 
vigilante and militia 
groups to intervene in 
protests.

“ [ R o b e r t s o n ’ s 
measure] incentivizes 
counties and communities 
to crack down on protests 
or prevent them from 
occurring in the first 

place at all, and attempts 
to punish municipalities 
for meaningful reining-
in of police when it 
really needs to happen, 
said Christopher Bruce, 
political director for the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union’s Georgia chapter. 
“We know that this 
tramples on our First 
Amendment rights.”

The bill now heads 
to the full Senate for 
a vote and would still 
need to pass the House of 
Representatives before 
going to the governor’s 
desk.

Thursday also saw 
the Public Safety 
Commi t t ee  pa s s 
controversial legislation 
that would block city 

and county governments 
from reducing budgets 
for most local police 
agencies in Georgia by 
more than 5% during any 
five-year period.

That bill, sponsored 
by Rep. Houston Gaines, 
R-Athens, also heads to 
the Senate for a floor 
vote.
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myfirstbank.com

Visit us at:

MY BANK HAS THE TOOLS  
I NEED TO MANAGE MY BUSINESS
From business checking to merchant services, we’re ready to help your business 
thrive. And being locally owned and managed means you’ll get the attention 
you deserve every time. Make the switch and see what you get with a real 
banking relationship. At First Bank of Calhoun, YOU are first!

197 W.C. Bryant Pkwy
Calhoun, GA

(706) 629-1500

“As a business owner, customer service is top priority. First Bank of Calhoun  
delivers the customer service that you don’t see much of these days. They are  

attentive and always ready to help with my financial needs.”
– Kevan Carpenter, Commercial Floor Resources

ATLANTA –  The 
first of two new nuclear 
reactors being built at 
Georgia Power’s Plant 
Vogtle likely won’t 
go into service this 
November as planned, 
the Atlanta-based utility 
announced Friday.

The project could be 
delayed by one month or 
more at a cost of about 
$25 million for each 
month, Georgia Power 
disclosed in a filing with 
the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission.

T h e  n u c l e a r 
expansion at the plant 
south of Augusta was 
originally expected to 
cost $14 billion when the 
Georgia Public Service 
Commission (PSC) 
approved the project in 
2009. The price tag has 
nearly doubled during 
the intervening years 
result ing primarily 
from the bankruptcy of 
Westinghouse Electric, 
the original prime 
contractor.

Georgia  Power 
attributed the delay to 
“additional construction 
remediat ion work” 
necessary before the 
reactor  undergoes 
testing and fuel loading. 
Originally set to occur 
this month, the testing 
has been postponed until 
April.

“While [Georgia 
Power affiliate] Southern 
Nuclear continues to 
target a November 
2021 in-service date for 
Unit 3, the schedule is 
challenged and … a delay 
is likely,” according to 
the SEC filing.

Kurt  Ebersbach, 
senior attorney for the 
Atlanta-based Southern 
Environmental Law 
Center (SELC), said 
he wasn’t surprised by 
Friday’s announcement, 
considering the start 
date for testing has been 
postponed several times 
since last August.

He predicted the delay 
likely will stretch at least 
three months because of 
the time it takes to test 
new reactors and conduct 

fuel loading.
“Georgia Power 

customers have been 
paying for this project 
for over a decade now 
and were supposed to 
begin receiving power 
from it five years ago,” 
Ebersbach said. “These 
new delays mean Georgia 
Power shareholders 
will continue profiting 

handsomely while 
customers get nothing in 
return.”

The SELC and other 
opponents of the Plant 
Vogtle expansion have 
long argued Georgia 
Power should pursue 
renewable energy more 
aggressively and stop 
investing in nuclear 
power.

Both Georgia Power 
executives and members 
of the PSC have 
countered that Georgia 
must be able to rely on a 
diverse range of power-
generat ing options 
to keep electric rates 
affordable.

Construct ion of 
Unit 3, the first nuclear 
reactor added to Plant 

Vogtle since the first 
two reactors went into 
service in 1987, is now 
98% complete. The 
nuclear fuel assemblies 
for the reactor arrived on 
site in December.

Under the current 
timetable, the fourth 
reactor is scheduled to go 
into service in November 
of next year.

CAPITOL BEAT NEWS: Plant Vogtle expansion 
‘likely’ to miss in-service target date

DAVE WILLIAMS
Capitol Beat News Service

CAPITOL BEAT NEWS: Crackdown on  
riotous protests in Georgia revived in state Senate

BEAU EVANS
Capitol Beat News Service

www.gordongazettega.com



Georgia officials, as 
expected, have appealed 
the new federal position 
on the state’s Medicaid 
waiver plan, saying its 
possible revocation by 
the Biden administration 
would be ‘‘an arbitrary 
and unlawful bait-and-
switch.’’

The commissioner of 
the state’s Department 
of Community Health, 
in a letter dated March 
12, noted that federal 
health officials last year 
approved Georgia’s 
approach to require low-
income adults to meet 
work or other eligibility 
standards to get Medicaid 
coverage.

Those requirements 
were at the center of the 
Biden administration’s 
criticism last month of 
the Georgia plan, which 
is scheduled to begin 
July 1.

If the feds revoke 
the Medicaid waiver 
plan, “Georgia will 
challenge the decision,’’ 
wrote Frank Berry, 
commiss ioner  o f 
Community Health, in the 

conclusion of his letter 
to Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) officials. He 
called the work and other 
eligibility requirements 
“core to the waiver.’’

State Republican 
l awmaker s  have 
defended the waiver 
plan, promoted by Gov. 
Brian Kemp.

The Berry letter comes 
as the federal government 
dangles new incentives 
for states to pursue a 
much larger enrollment 
increase through a regular 
Medicaid expansion 
under the Affordable 
Care Act, something 
most states have done 
already.

Medicaid provides 
health coverage to low-
income and disabled 
residents, including about 
2 million in Georgia.

As currently written, 
the Georgia waiver says 
that to get Medicaid 
coverage, a person is 
required to put 80 hours 
a month into a job, an 
education program, a 
volunteer organization 
or another qualifying 
activity.

A February letter 
from CMS, though, 

criticized Georgia’s 
policies ‘‘that condition 
health care coverage on 
meeting work or other 
community engagement 
requirements.’’

The letter from 
the feds pointed to 
uncertainties related to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
including job training 
and other activities used 
to satisfy work and other 
requirements, along with 
access to transportation 
and affordable child care.

Twelve states received 
federal approval under 
the Trump administration 
to impose Medicaid work 
requirements. But work 
requirements in Arkansas, 
Kentucky and elsewhere 
have been blocked by 
federal courts, and the 
U.S. Supreme Court is 
expected to take up a 
related case this month.

Berry, in his letter, 
said state officials 
“worked with CMS in 
good faith to adopt an 
innovative program 
to deliver coverage 
to a new category of 
individuals while helping 
them build important 
skills and become more 
independent and self-
reliant.‘’

The Berry letter said 
Georgia officials had 
agreed to allow virus-
related exceptions to 
the requirements for 
coverage, and that the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
now eased.

A CMS spokesperson 
said Wednesday evening 
that the agency is 
reviewing information 
supplied by states on 
such waiver projects.

“Medicaid’s primary 
objective, as outlined 
in statute, is to provide 
medical  assistance 
serving our nation’s 
vulnerable and low-
income individuals 
and families,” the 
spokesperson said in a 
statement. “CMS looks 
forward to collaborating 
with states—as it always 
has—on solutions that 
strengthen Medicaid’s 
aims.”

T h e  Tr u m p 
administration opposed 
the ACA, supporting 
lawsuits against it and 
congressional efforts to 
repeal it. CMS officials 
under Trump approved 
the Georgia waiver as an 
alternative to a standard 
Medicaid expansion.

President Biden, 

however, is a staunch 
supporter of the ACA, 
which was enacted into 
law while he was vice 
president.

Sweetening the 
offer

Georgia is one of 12 
states that so far have 
chosen not to expand 
their Medicaid programs 
as outlined by the ACA. 
But the newly approved 
COVID-19 re l ie f 
legislation gives those 
states enhanced financial 
incentives to adopt 
expansion.

States that expand 
the program at this 
point would receive an 
additional 5 percentage 
point increase in their 
regular federal Medicaid 
matching rate for two 
years. So over that time, 
even factoring in the 
costs of implementing 
expansion, Georgia 
would net $700 million 
under the new incentives, 
according to the Kaiser 
Family Foundation.

The Kemp waiver 
plan, as outlined now, is 
much less ambitious. It 
would cost $75 million 
for the first year, and 
cover just 31,000 low-

income adults, according 
to the consumer advocacy 
group Georgians for a 
Healthy Future. The 
federal match under the 
Kemp waiver plan would 
be the regular 67 percent 
of the cost.

A standard expansion 
would give Medicaid 
eligibility to 480,000 
to 600,000 people in 
the state, said Laura 
Colbert, the group’s 
executive director. 
“Medicaid expansion 
has always been the 
moral and cost-effective 
choice for Georgia,’’ she 
said recently. The new 
incentive package, she 
said, “just amplifies that 
choice.’’

Democrats, including 
Georg ia ’s  newly 
elected U.S. Sens. Jon 
Ossoff and Raphael 
Warnock, have pointed 
to the state’s potential 
gains under Medicaid 
expansion, including 
helping hospitals and 
other medical providers.

“If Georgia does 
not expand Medicaid,” 
Warnock said recently, 
“then we are literally 
leaving money on the 
table that could save the 
lives of Georgians.”
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GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: Georgia vows to continue 
fight if feds kill state’s Medicaid waiver plan

ANDY MILLER , 
Georgia Health News

-The Life Choice Hospice Bereavement Support 
Group will be meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month. The support group is open to anyone in the 
community who would like to attend. The office and 
support group are located at 189 Professional Court, 
Suite 300, Calhoun. For Information, contact Jennifer at 
706-602-9001.

-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson Disease 
Association, Inc., is offering a monthly support 
group for persons living with Parkinson Disease, their 
caregivers, family and friends. The support group will 
meet at Gordon Hospital; Conference Room A. For any 
questions about the support group and future meetings, 
call James Trussell at 706-235- 3164 or 706-346-5678.

-Families Anonymous is a 12-step program, for 
those concerned about drug abuse and behavior 
problems of a relative or friend. Completely anonymous, 
non professional, and non religious. No dues, no fees. 
Not connected with any hospital or agency. Located 
on Red Bud Road in plaza below Fitness First, next 
to Calhoun Counseling Center (Dr. Bledsoe’s office). 
Meeting every Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. Call 770-548-7849 
for more information.

-Bondage Breakers- Breaking the chains of 
addiction one soul at a time. Every Thursday night at 7 
p.m. at Crane Eater Community Church, located at 3168 
Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.

-The Georgia Chapter of the Alzheimer’s 
Association is sponsoring a monthly support group 
at Morning Pointe Assisted Living, 660 Jolly Road, on 
the third Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. For more 
information or directions, call Mary Braden at 770-548-
4683 or Karen Parrott at 706-346-5220. 

For more information about dementia and Alzheimer’s 
disease, call 800-272-3900 or visit www.alz.org/georgia.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one consultation 
program, offers education and information to primary 
caregivers of persons with dementia. Any primary 
caregiver who is caring for a loved one with dementia 
in the home is eligible to receive this program. To learn 
more about the Special Care Plus program, call 800-272-
3900.

-Want to make a difference in the community? 
Tapestry Hospice is seeking volunteers to provide 
companionship to our patients, read books, make crafts, 
garden, light house cleaning, administrative work, etc. 

If you’re interested contact Megan at megan.guthrie@
tapestryhospice.com

-The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caring Closet was 
created to help offset the high cost of incontinent products 
and give the families support they often desperately need. 
If you would like to visit the nearest Closet, call the 
chapter office to receive a flier with locations and hours. 
Morning Pointe in Calhoun has a Caring Closet; call 
Mary Braden at 706-629-0777.

-Community volunteers are needed at Countryside 
Hospice Care, where the mission is to promote comfort 
and dignity at the end of life. The agency covers 26 
Northwest Georgia counties between three offices in 
LaFayette, Rome, and Newnan. If you would like to 
participate in this rewarding program, call 706-638-7651 
or 1-800-660-7381.

-Discovering Hope, an autism support group for 
Northwest Georgia, meets the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at Friendship Baptist Church, Rocky 
Face. For more information,A call Connie Post at 706-
673-7765 or www.discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection is a telephone support 
group especially for caregivers of loved ones with 
Alzheimer’s who cannot leave their homes because of 
care responsibilities. This support group is as close as the 
phone. Call 706-275-0819 or 1-800-272-3900 and ask to 
be enrolled in Caring Connection.

-Grief Recovery Group for those who have lost 
loved ones and friends, receive support and guidance 
with the Four Tasks of Grieving. Cost is Free. Second 
Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m. at Harris Radiation 
Therapy Center at Gordon Hospital. For more information 
or to RSVP, please call 706.879.5850.

-The Compassionate Friends of Dalton and N.W. 
Georgia is part of a worldwide effort that has helped 
many families cope with the loss of a child and to honor 
our children’s memory. The Compassionate Friends 
meets on the third Thursday of each month from 7 to 9 
p.m. at Evangelical Methodist Church (in the “Gathering 
Place” building), 1035 Abutment Road, Dalton (on the 
hill behind the old Lowe’s off Walnut Avenue). For more 
information, call Dawn at 706-277-3312 or 706-264-
4458 or e-mail dawnsisson@msn.com.

-SING (Surviving Infidelity Necessary to your 
Growth) has formed here. If you are experiencing 
difficulty in marriage and are looking for ways to survive, 

then you should come and be part of these meetings 
designed to help, encourage, and solve issues in a 
marriage that can lead to a promising future ahead for the 
entire family. For more information, call Iroka Moore at 
706-629-2880.

-United Hospice is seeking volunteers who can help 
others through companionship, reading, sharing, and 
other small tasks. Give the gift of caring and enjoy the 
privilege of sharing in your local area. Call Dan Hogan 
at 706-602-9546 or 800-867-7976.

-Looking for a 12-step meeting for men and 
women? At “Road to Recovery,” recognizing Jesus 
Christ as our higher power, they take the 12 steps and 
compare how they are taken from scripture and how to 
apply them to our lives to experience true freedom from 
the bondages of addiction. The meetings are free and 
open to the public at World Harvest Church locations in 
Cherokee and Gordon counties. For more information, 
call 706-602-1919. The Calhoun church is located at 
2335 Red Bud Road. The meetings here are every 
Monday and Thursday at 7 p.m.

-A 12-step-meeting for Overeaters Anonymous is 
held at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 901 W. Emory St, 
Dalton on Thursdays at 6 p.m. Call Nan at 706-695-9008 
or Stephanie at 706-847-8125 for more information.

-Caring for a loved one who is suffering from 
late-stage cancer is certainly one of life’s hardest 
experiences. But you do not have to go through this 
alone. The Harris Radiation Therapy Center at Gordon 
Hospital provides a place for you to meet each month 
with others who understand what you are going through 
during this difficult time. Strength for Caring, a support 
group for caregivers of patients with advanced stages 
of cancer meets on the second Tuesday of each month 
from 2-3 p.m. at the Harris Radiation Therapy Center 
at Gordon Hospital, 1035 Red Bud Road. For more 
information, please call 706-879-5853.

-Dealing with a cancer diagnosis is difficult for 
everyone involved – the patient and their loved ones. But 
you are not alone. The Harris Radiation Therapy Center 
at Gordon Hospital, 1035 Red Bud Road, hosts a Support 
Group for cancer patients, survivors, and caregivers on 
the third Wednesday of each month from noon until 1 
p.m. Lunch is served. For more information and to RSVP, 
please call 706-879-5853. We offer a hand to hold and an 
ear to listen as you go through this difficult time.

Help for the Hurting



every adult age 18 or older in the household; 
Past due rent notice or utility bills, provider and 
account number; Copy of lease; Unemployment 
eligibility OR a reduction in income, significant 
costs or financial hardship due directly or indirectly 

to COVID-19.
Requirements for landlords include: Completed 

GRA Landlord Application; Identification (State ID 
or passport); Proof of ownership or Authorization/
Agreement to act on behalf of owner of management 
company; Copy of lease; Ledger of tenant’s payment 
history in 2020 and 2021; W-9 and bank information 
for ACH payment.

To apply for the program, visit 
georgiarentalassistance.ga.gov.

Calhoun City Schools reported new cases of 
COVID-19 this week were 3 new cases, up 1 new 
case from last week. There were 3 new cases among 
students (1 at Calhoun Primary and 2 at Calhoun 
Elementary), and no new cases among staff members.

Calhoun City Schools post the new case numbers 
each Friday afternoon, and includes the previous 
week’s numbers separately on their website at 
https://www.calhounschools.org/summer-resources/
ccsd-covid-19-case-status-reportnew-page/ccs-
covid-19-weekly-status-report

Both school systems have adopted strict cleaning 
procedures and are following the health and safety 
guidelines set forth by the CDC concerning social 
distancing. Students and staff who have tested 
positive for COVID-19 or who have recently had 
close contact with a person with COVID-19 at either 
school system cannot return to school until they meet 
the Department of Public Health’s Return to School 
Guidance After COVID-19 Illness or Exposure. 

 Numbers of new COVID19 cases in Calhoun-
Gordon County lowered significantly again this 
week, a trend that’s been seen in the community the 
past month. New cases reported this week are 55 
since last Saturday, with two new deaths contributed 
to the virus reported this week. Last week, 86 new 

cases were reported in the community.
At press time Saturday morning, March 20, 

2021, Gordon County has had 6,274 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 since the pandemic began –up 
55 cases since the same time last week. COVID-19 
related deaths now stand at 96, up two deaths over 
last week. The Department of Public Health also 
reports 10 probable deaths from COVID. There have 
been 309 hospitalizations in Gordon County due to 
COVID-19 since March, up 8 hospitalizations since 
last week. 

The COVID-19 statistics for Gordon’s neighboring 
counties since the beginning of the pandemic as of 
Saturday morning are: 

-Bartow County...10,645 cases, 191 deaths, 14 
probable deaths and 760 hospitalizations; 

-Floyd County... 9,617 cases, 167 deaths, 34 
probable deaths and 817 hospitalizations; 

-Whitfield County...14,389 cases, 218 deaths, 13 
probable deaths and 709 hospitalizations. 

The State of Georgia this week has had 841,084 
cases of COVID-19 since the pandemic began, with 
16,095 deaths, 2,369 probable deaths and 57,822 
hospitalizations. 

County EMA Director Courtney Taylor reminds 
the public to continue to wash hands often, cover 
your cough and practice social distancing. 

For further information and numbers such as 
demographics for Georgia and totals all counties 
please visit: https://dph.georgia.gov/

“I have had the pleasure of working with the Dancing 
with the Stars (DWTS) Committee to help execute one 
show and plan two others since I joined United Way,” 
said Latour. “The tenth year of Dancing with the Stars is a 
blend of everything accomplished in the past decade,” she 
continued. “This may be our last dance, but the future is 
bright indeed!” 

Latour went on to thank the DWTS Planning Committee 
– Andy Baxter, Kristy Brown, Jennie Coker, Bekah Kirby, 
Amy Parker, and Michelle Frix Ward – for their hard work 
over the years. She also thanked all the sponsors, especially 
Mohawk Industries, which has been the premier sponsor all 
along and has been joined by two others this year. 

“Mohawk has been proud to serve as the title sponsor 
of Dancing with the Stars since the event’s inception,” 
said Robert Webb, Senior Director of Public Affairs and 
Corporate Communications with Mohawk Industries. “For 
a decade, the dancers have entertained audiences and raised 
over a million dollars to support the important work of 
United Way’s partner agencies. We salute all the individuals 
who have shared their talents to make this such a successful 
fundraising event year after year.” 

The finale will include several special features, but the 
dancers will be the stars of the show. The ten teams, listed 
alphabetically by the female partner’s first name, are Abby 
Crowe and Ben Bingham; Aubry Dorsey and Isaac Nance; 
Carly Curtis and Skylar Benham; Carson Glaze and Grant 
Glaze; Joy Nudd and Garrett Nudd; Kaylan Gaines and 
Addison Baker; Lily Stephens and Nate Stockman; Megan 
Wright and Christian Lewis; Raven Pasley and Ian King; 
and Suzanne Roberts with Tony Pyle. 

Carson Glaze and Grant Glaze will compete as Team 
Four. They are the second of four adult teams and the only 
father-daughter duo in the show. They will be dancing to a 
special arrangement of “My Girl”.  They and their family 
attend Rockbridge Community Church. 

Married to Missy Odom Glaze for twenty-seven years, 
Grant is a thirty-year employee of United Parcel Service. 
Where they were first married, he worked at both UPS and 
Sherwin Williams. Grant was not born in Calhoun, as the 
rest of his family, but has lived here since he was only one 
year old. He graduated from Calhoun High School in 1988, 
then earned an Associates’ Degree from Dalton College 
before attending Kennesaw State University.  

Grant and Missy have four children. Carson is the 
oldest, followed by Cullen, Carter, and Caitlyn.  All four 
attended Calhoun City Schools, where Missy now works as 
an assistant to the principal at Calhoun High School.  Grant 
enjoys the Andy Griffith Show and Treasure of Oak Island.

Carson is a 2015 graduate of Calhoun High School. 
She earned a Bachelors’ degree in Speech-Language 
Pathology in 2019 from the University of West Georgia. 
She continued her studies there and currently is enrolled in 
the Communication Sciences and Disorders Program. She 
will complete the program in July, finishing with a Masters 
in Speech-Language Pathology.  Carson currently interns at 
North Paulding Speech-Language Therapy. 

Carson is engaged to Will Conley. They have been 
friends since middle school and began dating when seniors 
in high school. They plan to marry this October and make 
their home in or near Calhoun. Carson also coaches Calhoun 
Competition Cheerleading.  

First and second-place winners will be identified in two 
categories – Judges’ Choice and People’s Choice – for both 
the student and adult teams. People’s Choice winners are 
determined based on their fundraising successes. Judges’ 
Choice winners are determined based on the scores the 
contest judges give their dance performances. The adult 
teams winning in those categories will receive trophies 
and bragging rights. The student teams winning in those 
categories will receive trophies, bragging rights, and college 
scholarships. Each student on the first-place team in each 
category will receive a $1,000 scholarship and each student 
on the second-place team will receive a $750 scholarship. A 
panel of judges will be assembled from field professionals 
outside Gordon County. 

 Tickets will go on sale to the public on Saturday, 
March 27. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, tickets will be 
sold on a first-come-first-serve basis with limited audience 
capacity. Sponsorships remain available for individuals 
or corporations wishing to support the fundraiser. Those 
arrangements may be made by contacting the United 
Way office at 706.602.5548, or online at https://www.
gordoncountyunitedway.org.

United Way of Gordon County is a local 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization serving the Gordon County area. The 
mission of United Way of Gordon County is to Change 
Lives, Connect Community, and Challenge Donors to LIVE 
UNITED.

is funded by the City of Calhoun; Participates 
in the annual Rivers Alive cleanup; and plants 
a wildflower area and over 1,000 daffodils at 
the Black & Gold Park at the City of Calhoun 
Recreation Department on McDaniel Station Road.

In addition to becoming an affiliate of Keep 
America Beautiful, Keep Calhoun Gordon Beautiful 
has other goals including helping with plantings 
for the Rivers to Ridge project, assisting with Lynn 
Creek Watershed improvement, and building friends 
and collaborative relationships.

Sponsors for the Earth Day event include: Rulc 
Recycling, BRME, Food Lion, Mohawk Industries, 
GREIF, Atlanta Paint Disposal, Rock Bridge, Blood 
Assurance, NGTS and others.

Earth Day is celebrated on April 22 every year. 
The day aims to raise awareness among masses 
about climate change and global warming. The 
day inspires to act towards the protection of the 
environment and focus on the need for conservation. 
Earth Day is recognised as the largest civic event in 
the world.

For more information on the event or how you 
can help Keep Calhoun Gordon Beautiful, visit their 
website at www.keepcalhoungordonbeautiful.org
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Same as Cash
With approved credit

Mattress Sets 
Available!

24 Months

HOURS
Monday-Saturday 

10AM-6PM

375 Curtis Pkwy SE, Calhoun, GA  (706) 602-2043

DINING SETS LIVING ROOMS BEDROOM GROUPS

90 DAY
LAYAWAY!

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Rooted in Gordon County
L o c a l y  O w n e d  &  O p e r a t e d  S i n c e  2 0 0 2

Excellence in Dental Care and Patient Education

w w w . v a n h o r n d e n t a l . c o m
Dr. Dorsey L. Van Horn, DMD

GENERAL DENTISTRY

Regular Exams & Cleanings

Bonding - Bridges - Crowns

Dentures - Extractions - Fillings

 - Implants - Restoration

Mouth Guards - Night Guards

Root Canals - Sealants

Veneers - Wisdom Teeth

SERVICES
Digital X-Rays 

Intraoral Camera
Oral Cancer Screening

Opalescence

530 Red Bud Road N.E. Calhoun, GA 30701

Phone: 706-625-4190

CEREC
Sleep Apnea

Snoring Prevention
Clear Correct

 Providing Comprehensive Family Dentistry

& Rooted in Gordon County for Over 30 Years


