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Homegoing Service for Garigan set for this Saturday

Brandi Owczarz

staff@gordongazettega.com

The
Homegoing
Service has been set for
Capt. Mike Garigan, 56,
of the Gordon County
Sheriff ’s Office, who
died early Sunday, Jan.
24, from complications
of COVID-19.
The
Homegoing
Service will be held at
11 a.m. this Saturday,
Jan. 30, 2021 at Hal
Lamb Field at Phil Reeve
Stadium on the campus
of Calhoun High School,
355 S River St, Calhoun,
GA 30701.
Gordon
County
Sheriff
announced
Garigan’s
death
on
Sunday afternoon.
“I am heartbroken
today to inform the

people of Calhoun and
Gordon County that we
have lost a great man
and a wonderful public
servant,” said Sheriff
Ralston.
“Captain
Michael
D.
(Mike)
Garigan passed away
this
morning
from
COVID
19
related
medical complications.
Captain Garigan served
in the Sheriff ’s Office
for over three decades,
as a uniformed deputy,
a detective, and most
recently as the Jail
Division Commander. He
rose steadily through the
ranks, and was decorated
on numerous occasions
for bravery and excellent
police work. For several
years in the 1990s, Mike
was the Sheriff’s Office
DARE coordinator, and
is fondly remembered by

the hundreds of children
he met, taught and to
whom he provided a
positive influence. He
was
extraordinarily
popular
in
the
community. Mike battled
tenaciously and bravely
for several weeks with
the the illness. He was
a fighter. He was known
for his love of sports, and
he dedicated countless
hours to coaching young
people’s teams. Mike
loved
children.
He
loved people. He was a
dedicated peace officer,
a devoted Christian, and
a loving family man. My
staff and I loved Mike
and we will miss him
very much. Our thoughts
and prayers are with
Mike’s family at this
trying time.”
Garigan is the son

of Lawrence “Pete” and
Mary Ruth Garigan.
He earned his Bachelor
of Science in Criminal
Justice from Jacksonville
State University in 1988.
A faithful member of
First Corinth Christian
Church, he served as
the Chairman of the
Deacon Board under
Pastor James D. Harris’s
leadership. He was
employed at the Gordon
County Sheriff Office for
31 years and positioned
as Commander of the Jail
Division.
The community has
mourned the loss of
Garigan all week.
“I know of no words
that can comfort the
family and friends of
Mike Garigan. ‘Big’
Mike was known by
many and always stood

ready to help anyone
in need,” said Rep.
Matt Barton. “He was
particularly active in
helping the youth of
our community. Please
join me in prayer for his
family and friends. RIP.”
“My prayers and
condolences to the family
of Mike Garigan,” said
Gordon County School
Board member Eddie
Hall. “He was a member
of our community who
cared and will be greatly
missed. I know he’s in
Heaven now catching
up with Big Tim. RIP
brother.”
“The
Belwood
Elementary
School
Family was saddened
to hear of the passing
of Capt. Mike Garigan
of the Gordon County
Sheriff ’s Department,”

Capt. Mike Garigan

See GARIGAN,
page 13A

City approves package license for Ginger’s Grocery
Brandi Owczarz

staff@gordongazettega.com

The Calhoun City
Council met Monday
night, Jan. 25, and the
first order of business
was a public hearing for
a beer and wine package
license
at
Ginger ’s
Grocery that was highly
opposed by members of
Evangelistic Outreach
Ministry, the church next
door to the store located
at 1600 Dews Pond Road.
“It’s a danger,” said
Mark Kirby, minister of
Evangelistic Outreach
Ministry, a church that
sits next door to Ginger’s
Grocery. “Cars already
come
(through
the
adjoined parking lot)
pretty fast, and we’ve
already had the church

hit (by a car) once.
Alcoholics will visit a
package store. Who’s to
say somebody will not
get hurt outside? We
hold barbecue’s in the
area. How dangerous is
this going to be? It’s 158
feet from the store’s door
to our door.”
Kirby told the Council
that he believed State law
mandated that alcohol
could not be sold in such
a close proximity to a
church, and read from an
article he brought to the
meeting.
City Attorney George
Govignon said that the
ordinance for the City
is governed by the State
law. The ordinance
says that no person can
knowingly sell distilled
spirits within 100 yards
from a church building,

but that the beer and wine
package is permitted.
“ T h e r e ’s
no
prohibition under the
ordinance or State law
for allowing a permit
for beer and wine sales
at this location,” said
Govignon.
Govignon said that
more importantly, the
issue is governed by
the Georgia Court of
Appeals ruling against
Gordon County several
years ago concerning a
license to sell at a store
on Red Bud Road that
was close to the school.
“In
2018,
(the
Georgia
Court
of
Appeals) ordered the
Gordon County Board of
Commissioners to issue
a permit that they had
denied,” said Govignon.
“The question there

See CITY
page 13A

GCF&R responds to outbuilding fire in Sugar Valley

Index
Second Front.............2A
Obituaries..................3A
Church Calendar.......5A
Agriculture.................7A
Health........................8A
Education...........10-11A

Inside this issue:
SECOND FRONT 2A

AdventHealth EMS names
Paramedic, EMT of Year.

Brandi Owczarz

staff@gordongazettega.com

According to Gordon
County Fire & Rescue,
on Monday, Jan. 25,
2021, just after 12
p.m., firefighters were
dispatched to a structure
fire located at 107 Main
Street NW in Sugar
Valley. Once firefighters
were on scene, they
discovered a 10’ x 10’
outbuilding in close
proximity to the railroad

tracks and being used as a
residence, fully involved
in fire.
After investigating,
the cause of the fire was
determined to be in the
area of an item used to
heat the structure.
The
building
was a total loss, with
property loss valued at
approximately $9,000.
Photo:
BRANDI
OWCZARZ/Staff

Gordon Chamber’s Drugs Don’t Work committee
makes donation for educational robot

Brandi Owczarz

staff@gordongazettega.com

HEALTH

Members of Evangelistic Outreach Ministry (left) were on hand for the public hearing on the
alcohol and wine package license for Ginger’s Grocery (right) at 1600 Dews Pond Road at
the latest meeting of the Calhoun City Council. The Council members approved the license
despite disapproval from the church. (BRANDI OWCZARZ/Staff)
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NEWS: South has high
rate of unreported COVID
deaths.
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On Wednesday, Jan. 27, the
Drugs Don’t Work committee of
the Gordon Chamber presented
the Fire Prevention Division of
Gordon County Fire & Rescue
with a check to go towards
the purchase of a special robot
to use in fire education for
children.
Pluggie the Fireplug is a
fire-hydrant shaped robot by
Robotronics. The robot teaches
fire safety, and will also be able
to have programming to include
drug prevention education.
Pluggie the Fireplug was named
after the term ‘fire plug,’ which

dates back to the early 1800s
when water mains were made
from wood, and in order to seal
the mains after fighting a fire,
a plug, or ‘fire plug,’ would be
used.
Pluggie the Fireplug’s eyes
light up, his cap rises and he
moves around the room carrying
on conversations, squirts a
small stream of water and plays
music, all by remote control. The
robot has been used with great
success in school classrooms,
assemblies, fire station tours
and other places where fire
See PLUGGIE,
page 13A

FROM LEFT: GCF&R’s Ron Chance, Chief Doug Ralston and Greg Hasty
receive a check from Drugs Don’t Work Committee Chair Debbie Vance,
Chamber Board Chair Tracy Farriba and Chamber President Kathy Johnson.
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AdventHealth Gordon EMS names
EMT, Paramedic of the Year

LEFT PHOTO: Branson Fair, EMT of the Year, and Donald Bowen, deputy director of AdventHealth Gordon EMS. RIGHT PHOTO: Chad Huff, Paramedic of the Year,
and Donald Bowen, deputy director of AdventHealth Gordon EMS.
ADVENTHEALTH
GORDON

Members
of
the
AdventHealth Gordon
EMS
team
were
recently honored with
the 2020 AdventHealth
Gordon EMS Service
Awards. Members of the
AdventHealth Gordon
EMS team were recently
honored with the 2020
AdventHealth Gordon
EMS Service Awards.
“As a leader, I feel
incredibly proud to get
to work with a team
like this every day,”
said Michael Etheridge,
director of AdventHealth
Gordon EMS. “They

are an exceptional team
who works well together
and is very communityfocused.”
According
to
Etheridge, among the
seven categories of
awards presented were
the Emergency Medical
Technician (EMT) of the
Year Award, which was
presented to Branson
Fair, and the Paramedic
of the Year Award, which
went to Chad Huff.
Nominations
are
submitted by EMS staff
and are later reviewed by
an awards panel of judges
from
AdventHealth
Gordon, who do not
know or work closely
with them. They make

the final decision for
EMT and Paramedic of
the Year.
Other awards presented
included:
Heart Saver Award
(presented to individuals
who played an integral
part in a cardiac arrest
where
the
patient
survived to leave the
hospital): Derek Harp/
Montana Teems. Mark
Bramblett,
Cynthia
Norrell, Ken Trammell,
Marcy Fountain, Ashley
Fair, Adam Dortch, Justin
Evans, Chuck Bishop
and Jeana Handley.
110% Award (presented
to an individual who
goes above and beyond
on a continual basis):

Ashley Fair.
Leader of the Year
Award (presented to
an individual who was
nominated
by
their
peers as a leader in the
service): Victor Guzman.
Kathy Cox Guardian
Angel Award (presented
to an individual who not
only honors the memory
and service of Gordon
C ount y
O r di na nc e
Officer Kathy Cox,
who died on duty in
an automobile accident
on Aug. 21, 2008, but
also recognize other
public safety officials
who share many of her
extraordinary values):
Sergeant Misty Gurnee
of Gordon County E911.

nursing facilities, home
health agencies and
hospice centers provide
individualized, wholistic
care. A shared vision,
common values, focus on
whole-person health and
commitment to making
communities healthier
unify
the
system’s
nearly
50
hospital
campuses and hundreds
of care sites in diverse
markets
throughout
almost a dozen states.
For more information
about
AdventHealth,
visit
AdventHealth.
com or Facebook.com/
AdventHealth.

Public Appreciation
Award (presented to an
individual for their longstanding service to the
community): Ellis Payne.
About AdventHealth
Gordon
Founded in 1935,
AdventHealth Gordon is
proud to be a member
of AdventHealth. With
a sacred mission of
Extending the Healing
Ministry
of
Christ,
AdventHealth
is
a
connected system of
care for every stage of
life and health. More
than 80,000 skilled
and
compassionate
caregivers in physician
practices,
hospitals,
outpatient clinics, skilled

www.gordongazettega.com
Physician Group

Michelle Little, DO
Family Medicine

Jennifer Smith,
FNP-C
Family Medicine

Justin Hare, DO
Neurosurgery and
Spine

PERSONALIZED CARE
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
We accept most health insurance plans.

160 Curtis Parkway NE
Calhoun, GA

Primary Care • 706.529.3025
Neurosurgery & Spine • 706.529.7124
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Obituaries

January 27, 2021
Mary Argyle

Walk Through visitation will be Friday, January 29,
2021 at 11:00 A.M. at the Chapel of Willis Funeral
Home. Interment will be at Chandler Cemetery, 410
Highpoint Dr, Calhoun, GA 30701.
In lieu of flowers, please donate to the First
Corinth Christian Church, PO Box 2686 Calhoun,
GA 3070, for their educational youth program on
Biblical Studies. In honor of Lawrence “Pete”
Garigan, please send donations to the Alzheimer’s
Association of Georgia, https://www.alz.org/georgia.
Arrangements entrusted to Willis Funeral Home,
Inc.

Mary Elizabeth (Stroup) Argyle, 93, of Calhoun
died peacefully at home surrounded with loved ones.
Mrs. Argyle was born in Spring Place, Georgia
on May 25, 1926, daughter of the late Earl and Susie
Stroup. In addition to her parents she was preceded
in death by her husband, Fred Argyle in 1987, a son,
Freddie Argyle and a granddaughter, Jennifer Parker.
She was of the Christian faith and was a Baptist.
Survivors include her daughters, Donna Argyle
Pack and her husband Lloyd of Calhoun; Debbie
Argyle Morgan of Calhoun; grandchildren, Justin
Morgan, Kim Hooper; great grandson, Elijah
Morgan; sister, Annette Harrell; along with other
relatives.
At Mrs. Argyles request, Her body was cremated
and there will be no formal service.
Online condolences may be shared with Merrie Harrison
the family and the guest book signed at www.
Merrie (Johnson) Harrison, 60, of Calhoun, died
maxbrannonandsons.com.
Sunday, Jan. 24, 2021. She was born on Nov. 12,
The Brannon family and staff are honored to 1960 to the late Arnold and Ivanez Johnson. She was
serve the family of Mary Elizabeth (Stroup) Argyle. preceded in death by her husband, Bill Harrison, and
daughter, Leele Harrison.
She was a member of Congregation of Yahweh.
She is survived by her sister, Carol Hobgood.
To honor her wishes her body was cremated and
all services are private.
To leave condolences and sign the online guest
Captain Michael Garigan
book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com
Captain
Michael
The Brannon family and staff are honored to
D’Angelo Garigan, age
serve the family of Merrie (Johnson) Harrison.
56, of Calhoun, passed
away Sunday, January
24, 2021. He was born
June 2, 1964 to Lawrence
“Pete” and Mary Ruth
Garigan. He earned his
James Reddin
Bachelor of Science in
Mr. James Arnold
Criminal Justice from
Reddin, age 66, of
Jacksonville
State
Fairmount,
departed
University in 1988. He
this life Sunday, Jan.
was a faithful member
of First Corinth Christian Church where he served 24, 2021, at Wellstar
as the Chairman of the Deacon Board under Pastor Tranquility at Kennesaw
James D. Harris’s leadership. He was employed Mountain. He was born
at the Gordon County Sheriff Office for 31 years Oct. 31, 1954 in Canton,
and positioned as Commander of the Jail Division. a son of the late Clarence
He is preceded in death by his great grandparents, Leon and Mary Marie
Jim and Ruby “Mama Ruby” Baxter and Andrew Mullinax Reddin. He was
Baxter, grandparents, Lillie Mae “Shag” Johnson also preceded in death
and George and Isabelle Simpson, and grandchild, by his son, Robert James
Reddin; sister, Linda Benoit.
William Rowdy Molla.
He is survived by his son and daughter-in-law,
He is survived by his loving family, wife Leslie
Garigan; children, David, Lauren, and Katherine Jason and Amy Reddin of Calhoun; daughters, Terri
DePerro; grandchildren, Ella, Peyton, Grey DePerro, Moore of Cartersville, Stephanie Greene of Atlanta,
Wylie Molla, and The Bowles children; parents, Sylvia Reddin of Acworth; brothers and sistersLawrence “Pete” and Mary Ruth Garigan; mother-in- in-law, Marvin and Retha Reddin of Ball Ground,
law, Jane Coffey; brother, Lawrence “Bing” (Mary Kenny and Connie Reddin of Waleska, Raymond
Jane) Garigan; sister, Katora (Jeremy) Printup; and Leisa Reddin of Canton; sisters and brothers-inspecial aunts, Yvonne “Nanny” Harris, Veronica law, Claudett and Marcus Millwood of Chatsworth,
“Ronnie” (Thomas) Chattam and Sharon Burge; Marie Tanner of Waleska, Darlene Ivy of Michigan,
uncle, Matthew “Bubba” Simpson; prodigy, Deputy Michelle and Otis Anderson of Cartersville; twenty
Robert Garcia; and a host of nieces, nephews, grandchildren, nieces and nephews.
Service to celebrate the life of Mr. James Arnold
cousins, other relatives, and friends.
Homegoing Service will be Saturday, January 30, Reddin will be held Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2021 at 2
2021 at 11:00 A.M. at Phil Reeve Stadium at Hal p.m. from the Ponders Fairmount Chapel. Interment
Lamb Field at Calhoun High School, 355 S River St, will follow in the Salacoa Baptist Church Cemetery
Calhoun, GA 3070, with Pastor James C. Marable of with Skyler Reddin, Timothy Reddin, Kevin Reddin,
Bethel Baptist Church, Barnesville, GA as Eulogist. Dwayne Reddin, Zach Millwood and Jonathan

-The Life Choice Hospice Bereavement Support
Group will be meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
The support group is open to anyone in the community
who would like to attend. The office and support group are
located at 189 Professional Court, Suite 300, Calhoun. For
Information, contact Jennifer at 706-602-9001.
-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson Disease
Association, Inc., is offering a monthly support group
for persons living with Parkinson Disease, their caregivers,
family and friends. The support group will meet at Gordon
Hospital; Conference Room A. For any questions about the
support group and future meetings, call James Trussell at
706-235- 3164 or 706-346-5678.
-Families Anonymous is a 12-step program, for those
concerned about drug abuse and behavior problems of a
relative or friend. Completely anonymous, non professional,
and non religious. No dues, no fees. Not connected with
any hospital or agency. Located on Red Bud Road in plaza
below Fitness First, next to Calhoun Counseling Center
(Dr. Bledsoe’s office). Meeting every Thursday 7 - 8 p.m.
Call 770-548-7849 for more information.
-Bondage Breakers- Breaking the chains of addiction
one soul at a time. Every Thursday night at 7 p.m. at Crane
Eater Community Church, located at 3168 Red Bud Rd
Calhoun, GA 30701.
-The Georgia Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association
is sponsoring a monthly support group at Morning
Pointe Assisted Living, 660 Jolly Road, on the third
Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. For more information
or directions, call Mary Braden at 770-548-4683 or Karen
Parrott at 706-346-5220. For more information about
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease, call 800-272-3900 or
visit www.alz.org/georgia.
-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one consultation
program, offers education and information to primary
caregivers of persons with dementia. Any primary
caregiver who is caring for a loved one with dementia in
the home is eligible to receive this program. To learn more
about the Special Care Plus program, call 800-272-3900.
-Want to make a difference in the community?
Tapestry Hospice is seeking volunteers to provide
companionship to our patients, read books, make crafts,
garden, light house cleaning, administrative work, etc.
If you’re interested contact Megan at megan.guthrie@
tapestryhospice.com
-The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caring Closet was

Help for the Hurting

created to help offset the high cost of incontinent products
and give the families support they often desperately need.
If you would like to visit the nearest Closet, call the chapter
office to receive a flier with locations and hours. Morning
Pointe in Calhoun has a Caring Closet; call Mary Braden
at 706-629-0777.
-Community volunteers are needed at Countryside
Hospice Care, where the mission is to promote comfort
and dignity at the end of life. The agency covers 26
Northwest Georgia counties between three offices in
LaFayette, Rome, and Newnan. If you would like to
participate in this rewarding program, call 706-638-7651
or 1-800-660-7381.
-Discovering Hope, an autism support group for
Northwest Georgia, meets the fourth Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at Friendship Baptist Church, Rocky
Face. For more information, call Connie Post at 706-6737765 or www.discoveringhope.us.
-Caring Connection is a telephone support
group especially for caregivers of loved ones with
Alzheimer’s who cannot leave their homes because of
care responsibilities. This support group is as close as the
phone. Call 706-275-0819 or 1-800-272-3900 and ask to
be enrolled in Caring Connection.
-Grief Recovery Group for those who have lost
loved ones and friends, receive support and guidance
with the Four Tasks of Grieving. Cost is Free. Second
Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m. at Harris Radiation
Therapy Center at Gordon Hospital. For more information
or to RSVP, please call 706.879.5850.
-The Compassionate Friends of Dalton and N.W.
Georgia is part of a worldwide effort that has helped
many families cope with the loss of a child and to honor
our children’s memory. The Compassionate Friends meets
on the third Thursday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. at
Evangelical Methodist Church (in the “Gathering Place”
building), 1035 Abutment Road, Dalton (on the hill behind
the old Lowe’s off Walnut Avenue). For more information,
call Dawn at 706-277-3312 or 706-264-4458 or e-mail
dawnsisson@msn.com.
-SING (Surviving Infidelity Necessary to your
Growth) has formed here. If you are experiencing difficulty
in marriage and are looking for ways to survive, then you
should come and be part of these meetings designed to
help, encourage, and solve issues in a marriage that can
lead to a promising future ahead for the entire family. For

Griffin serving as pallbearers. The family received
friends at the funeral home from 5 p.m. until 9 p.m.
on Tuesday.
Due to the National health crisis and the Covid19 virus, masks must be worn properly at all
times and social distancing must be observed when
visiting the funeral home.
Condolences may be expressed to the family at
www.pondersfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements by, Ponders Fairmount Chapel
138 Melrose Drive Dalton, GA 30721, 706-2264002 www.selectedindependentfuneralhomes.org
and www.ogr.org

Robert ‘Bobby’ Shaw

Robert
“Bobby”
Wesley Shaw, 80, of
Calhoun, died at Advent
Gordon following several
months of declining
health. Bobby was born
in Gordon County on
Nov. 4, 1940; he was the
son of the late Willie and
Hessie Elizabeth Garmon
Shaw. Along with his
parents, he was preceded
in death by his siblings
and their spouses, Rev. G.W. and Elizabeth Shaw,
John Shaw, Rev. McRae Williams, and JM Wofford.
Bobby was a member of Cedar Creek Baptist
Church; he attended Plainview Baptist Church.
Bobby had many talents. He was an excellent painter
and writer. Many people were blessed by the poems
he wrote and shared in area churches. He retired
from the City of Calhoun Cemetery Division.
Bobby is survived by his siblings, Edmond
Shaw and his wife, Alice, Jerold Shaw, Frances
Williams, Louise Wofford, Mary and Rev. Earnest
Channell; his sister-in-law, Diane Shaw; many
nieces, nephews, and other relatives.
The Shaw family will receive friends on
Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2021 from 6 – 8 p.m.at Max
Brannon and Sons Funeral Home.
The funeral service will be conducted on
Thursday, Jan. 28, 2021 at 11 a.m. from Plainview
Baptist Church. Burial will follow in the family plot
at Union Grove Baptist Church Cemetery. Rev. Gary
Hibberts and Rev. Mark Harris will officiate. The
James Wiliams family will arrange music for the
service. Pallbearers are William Channell, Nathan
Channell, Doug Shaw, Keith Cochran, Moses Ingles,
and David Williams.
Due to the severity of the Covid-19 pandemic,
those attending are asked to wear face coverings and
practice social distancing guidelines at all times.
Friends may sign the online guest register at
www.maxbrannonandsons.com.
The Brannon family and staff are honored to
serve the family of Robert “Bobby” Wesley Shaw.

more information, call Iroka Moore at 706-629-2880.
-United Hospice is seeking volunteers who can help
others through companionship, reading, sharing, and other
small tasks. Give the gift of caring and enjoy the privilege
of sharing in your local area. Call Dan Hogan at 706-6029546 or 800-867-7976.
-Looking for a 12-step meeting for men and women?
At “Road to Recovery,” recognizing Jesus Christ as our
higher power, they take the 12 steps and compare how
they are taken from scripture and how to apply them to
our lives to experience true freedom from the bondages of
addiction. The meetings are free and open to the public at
World Harvest Church locations in Cherokee and Gordon
counties. For more information, call 706-602-1919. The
Calhoun church is located at 2335 Red Bud Road. The
meetings here are every Monday and Thursday at 7 p.m.
-A 12-step-meeting for Overeaters Anonymous is
held at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 901 W. Emory St,
Dalton on Thursdays at 6 p.m. Call Nan at 706-695-9008
or Stephanie at 706-847-8125 for more information.
-Caring for a loved one who is suffering from latestage cancer is certainly one of life’s hardest experiences.
But you do not have to go through this alone. The Harris
Radiation Therapy Center at Gordon Hospital provides
a place for you to meet each month with others who
understand what you are going through during this difficult
time. Strength for Caring, a support group for caregivers
of patients with advanced stages of cancer meets on the
second Tuesday of each month from 2-3 p.m. at the Harris
Radiation Therapy Center at Gordon Hospital, 1035 Red
Bud Road. For more information, please call 706-8795853.

Serving Calhoun and Gordon County for
more than 40 years

706-629-9139
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RELIGION

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN WRESTLING?

compete in wrestling
recently. It was the first
match I had been able
to attend all season.
Ever since my junior
year of high school, I
have had a great love
and appreciation for
wrestling. During my
college years, I had the
privilege of helping
coach at Central of
Randy Muse Carrollton High School,
Antioch Baptist Church and after that a couple
of years at Sonoraville
Youth Minister
Middle School.
rmuse1@yahoo.com
So what is it that is
so intriguing about this
I was so excited to be sport? It wasn’t the
able to watch all three running, and certainly not
of our local high schools the enjoyment of trying

to cut down to a certain
weight class that made
this sport so awesome to
me. Perhaps it was that
even though you’re on a
team, it is a one on one
contest to determine who
was better equipped to
win the matches. There’s
certainly
something
there that has sparked
excitement in most every
man, and many women,
for centuries.
If
all
we
ever
wrestled with in life was
an opponent on a mat,
it sure would be great.
Reality is that there are
so many things we all
wrestle with on a daily

basis. The Bible says
in Ephesians 6:12, “For
we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but
against principalities,
against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness
of this world, against
spiritual
wickedness
in high places.” We
are not engaged in a
human, physical warfare.
According to the Liberty
Bible Commentary, the
word “against” indicates
that we have a foe, and
it’s a life and death
struggle to the finish.
“Principalities”
refer
to the high ranking
hierarchy of demonic

authority. The “rulers
of the darkness” refers
to the world rulers here
on earth that revolt
against God. “Spiritual
wickedness” refers to the
invisible wicked spirits.
Lastly “in high places”
refers to the sphere of the
conflict, being where life
in Christ is lived.
I’m not sure what
you’re wrestling with
today, but I know that
the struggle is real for
everyone. I want to
encourage you with the
next verse. Ephesians
6:13 says, “Wherefore
take unto you the
whole armour of God,

that ye may be able to
withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to
stand.” In other words,
trust and allow God to be
your shield of protection
and hold your ground. At
the end of your wrestling
match God will lift your
head, and your arm, in
victory!
Pray for all our
local wrestling teams to
wrestle their best matches
ever in the sectional and
state tournaments this,
and next, weekend!
Be Blessed!

for children and youth.
-Liber t y
Bapt ist
Church Pastor Gene
Ratcliff
i nv ites
everyone to church
services in Ranger;
service times are 10 a.m.
Sunday School, 11 a.m.
Sunday worship and 7
p.m. Wednesday worship.
-Brother Joe Hall
and the congregation of
Ranger Baptist invite
everyone to its regular
services on Sunday
morning. Sunday School
begins at 10 a.m. Worship
is Wednesday night with
dinner at 6:30 p.m. and
Bible study at 7 p.m. For
more information, call
706-629-3425.
-Oak Grove Baptist
Church of Adairsville is
located at 997 Brownlee
Mountain Road S.W.
Service times are Sunday
school 9:45 a.m., with
worship at 11 a.m. and
6 p.m. on Sunday and
7 p.m. on Wednesday.
Pastor: Roger Fisher.

-Fellowship Baptist
Church of Plainville
will hold a Brotherhood
Breakfast on the second
Sunday of each month at
8 a.m.
-Hope in Christ
Ministries, 306 Peters
St., is holding services
every Sunday morning.
Adult Bible Study starts
at 10 a.m. with praise/
worship service at 11
a.m. Bishop W. S. (Billy)
Weems is the pastor.
Rev. Earnest Diamond
Jr. is assistant pastor. For
more information, call
the church at 706-6022433.
-Ta l k i n g
Ro ck
Creek Chapel has a
new pastor, the Pastor
Donald Broaehurst and
family. Service times are
9 a.m. for Sunday school
and Children’s Church
and 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.
on Wednesday. For more
information, call 706669-0854.

Church Calendar
ONGOING
-Philadelphia
Christian School is
located off Highway
41 between Calhoun
and Adairsville. The
school offers 4-year-old
kindergar ten through
12th grade, using the
A-Beka curriculum. To
find out more about the
school, call the office at
706-625-3233.
-Faith Deliverance
Ministry and Outreach
will be taking donations
of clothes, shoes, also
all house hold items to
help needy families. Call
Minister Evelyn Adams
at 706-671-7988.
-Celebrate Recovery,
a faith based 12-step
program, meets every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at
Relevate Church in
Ranger off 411. Call
Nicole for information:
706 -979- 4713/706 -290 8028.
- Ea s t
Ca l hou n
Church of God, at 401
Peters Street, gives out
groceries and clothing
through the “Feed the
Needy” ministry each
Saturday from 11 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. The
church hosts a miracle
healing service every
first Friday at 7 p.m.
For more information,
contact
“Feed
the
Needy” ministry director
Florence Jones at 706409-1981. Senior pastor
is Keith Reid.

CHURCH
DIRECTORY
Fairmount United
Methodist
ChurchLoving One Another
To Christ. Sunday
School at 10 a.m.;
Worship Service at 11
a.m. Children’s Church
provided. New Minister
now
Leading.
New
programs and community
outreach coming soon.
- Pa s t or
Te r r y
Reisner
i nv ites
everyone to the Vision
Pentecostal Ministry
located at 401 South Wall
Street in Calhoun. Come
hear the truth of God’s
Word Sundays at 11 a.m.
--Pine Chapel United
Method ist
Church,
located at 2232 Pine
Chapel Road in Resaca,
“A place to begin, belong
and become.” Sunday
School, 10:15 a.m.;
Worship, 11 a.m. Pastor
Louise W. Elmore.
-Resaca Assembly
of God, located at
904 Resaca Lafayette
Rd NW, would like to
welcome everyone to
please come and join in
worship and meet our
Pastor Steve Burns and
his lovely wife Cathy.
Sunday school at 10
a.m., worship service on
Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6

p.m.. Everyone is invited.
- Ca l hou n
F i r st
Un it e d
Metho d i st
Church
Sunday
Worship times: 9:00
a.m., traditional worship;
10 a.m., Sunday school;
11 a.m., contemporary
service (in the CAC).
Calhoun First UMC
is located at 205 East
Line Street in downtown
Calhoun.
-First Presbyterian
Church, located at 829
Red Bud Road N.E. in
Calhoun. Pastor David
McDonald invites you to
join us on Sunday for
Sunday School at 9:45
a.m., Worship Service at
11 a.m., and Bible Study
Class Tuesday 10 a.m.
- Oakman
Baptist
Church located at 397
Oakman Rd. Oakman,
Georgia, has Sunday
school at 10 a.m. Covered
dish dinner every third
Su nd ay
fol low i ng
worship. Everyone is
invited!
-Damascus Baptist
Church, located on
North Highway 41 in
Calhoun, Sunday School
at 10 a.m. Sunday
worship at 11 a.m. and
Sunday night at 6 p.m.
-Old Sugar Valley
Un it e d
Metho d i st
Church
located
at
2659 Old Rome Dalton
Road in Calhoun has
Breakfast Social at
9:30 am every Sunday.
The church history is
colorful, dating back to
the Civil War, small cozy
country church nothing
fancy! Come join us!
-Faith Deliverance
Ministry and Outreach
with Evelyn M. Adams,
Minister
has
been
ordained as a Minister
of the Gospel since
1972. Call anytime to
come minister to your
church of place or event
at 706-337-3241. 24-hour
prayer line at 706-6717988. Send all prayer
requests to P.O Box 394,
Fairmount GA, 30139.
-Pleasant
Val ley
Baptist
Church
is
a
Bible
believ ing
& teaching church
located in the Red Bud
Communit y.
Pastor
Keith Gibson and the
congregation invite you
to come and worship with
us at 3882 Red Bud Rd.,
Calhoun. Opportunities
for worship: Bible Study
for all ages 10 a.m.,
Children’s Church up
to 5th grade 11a.m.,
Worship service 11 a.m.
Wednesday night service
times Prayer Bible Study
and Student Ministries 7
p.m. 706-624-0198, Find
us on Facebook or email
pvbccalhoun@gmail.
com
-Maranatha Baptist
Church on Hwy 225
across from paradise
Drag Strip, Calhoun
would like to invite you

to attend our services for
Sunday School starting at
10 a.m., Worship Service
at 10:45 a.m. Wednesday
Night
Ser vices
are
at 7 p.m. Everyone is
Welcome. Pastor Richard
Webster.
-Evangelistic
Outreach Ministries on
1590 Dews Pond Road.
Pastor Mark Kirby invites
everyone to Fellowship
and Worship with us.
Children’s Church on
Sunday Services starts
at 11:00am Childrens
Church starts at 11:30am.
Wednesday nights Bible
Study 7:00pm-8:00pm.
Come out and see what
the Lord is doing!
-The College Street
Church of God, 731
College St., Calhoun,
706 - 483-3666, pastor
Dewayne Smith, holds
weekly services: Sunday
school at 10 a.m., Sunday;
morning worship at 11
a.m., Sunday; Sunday
night service at 6 p.m.;
and Bible study on
Wednesday at 7 p.m.
-Victory Fellowship
Center, 925 Oothcalooga
St., invites you to
weekly worship services
held at 11 a.m. every
Sunday morning. Pastor
Joe Stewart and the
VFC family also invite
everyone to join each
Wednesday at noon and
7:30 p.m. for anointed
and enlightening Bible
studies. If you are
looking to grow in your
understanding of God’s
plan for your life and
gain greater insight of
the life changing power
of His word, come and
join us as we study the
word.
-Boone Ford Baptist
Church invites you to
attend its services for
Sunday School starting
at 10 a.m. and Worship
services at 11 a.m. every
Sunday. Sunday night
services are at 6 p.m.
on the first and third
Sunday night of each
month. Wednesday night
services start at 7:30
p.m. Everyone welcome.
Gary Quarles, pastor.
- Pl e a s a nt
Hill
Baptist Church and
Pastor David Peeler
invite
everyone
to
attend weekly services.
Sunday School begins at
10 a.m. and worship at
11 a.m. Sunday evening
activities and discipleship
training begin at 6
p.m., and children’s
and youth programs
at 7 p.m. Wednesday
service begins at 7 p.m.,
along with Bible study
programs for children
and youth.
-Pastor Steve Corbin
invites everyone to
regular services at New
Zion Baptist Church.
Sunday School is at 10
a.m., worship service
at 11 a.m. and Sunday

night service at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday night Bible
study is at 7:15 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.
-Greater Mt. Tabor
Baptist Church, 259
Herring Road, NW,
Armuchee, invites you
to come worship and
fellowship with us on
Sunday morning at 11
a.m. Pastor Reginald
McDaniel and Church
Family also welcome
you to attend Mid-Week
Bible Study, Wednesday
evening at 6 p.m. and
Sunday School at 10
a..m.. We are a church
on the move for Christ,
come share with us as we
grow in the Word of God.
-Resaca
First
Baptist Church and
Pastor Rev. Harold
Blackstock would like to
invite you to attend our
Sunday School at 10 a.m.
and worship at 11 a.m.
Sunday night service
is at 6 p.m. Wednesday
night service at 6 p.m.
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FINANCE
CASH FLOW WITH JOE: Lonnie Deals are financial boomerangs

Joe & Ashley English
Owners of Focus
Property Solutions, LLC
focuspropertysolutionsllc
@gmail.com

I want to tell you
about one of my favorite
deal structures: the
Lonnie Deal. That’s
when an investor buys a
mobile home on a rented
lot for cash and resells it,
offering owner financing
to the buyer.
The reason I love them
so much is they fit into
any investor’s portfolio
at any experience level.

They work especially
well
for
beginning
investors.
If you’re a beginner,
there’s a high likelihood
you don’t have a
tremendous amount of
money to invest. It’s just
as likely you have very
little experience with
things like paperwork
and managing property.
With Lonnie Deals,
these
things
aren’t
problematic. First, these
deals cost very little
to get into. The most
expensive one we’ve ever
purchased cost $5,000.
We average around
$2,500 on the purchase
price, which is a pretty
affordable investment.
Lonnie Deals are
also easy in terms of
paperwork; there’s only
three pieces.
The first is a Mobile
home titlebill of sale.
You need this when you
buy the property or if
you sell it for cash. If

you need an example of
what a bill of sale looks
like, Google “DMV bill
of sale form.”
Second, you need
the title to the mobile
home. My suggestion
that you look for a DMV
(Department of Motor
Vehicle) bill of sale
wasn’t random. Mobile
homes are literally t
railers. They have
tires, axles, tongues,
and they even have
odometer. And since
they are mobile, they are
governed by the DMV.
As such, each one will
have a title – just like
a car.
The last piece of
paperwork you’ll need
is called an agreement
for title and possession.
This is an installment
contract that details how
your new buyer will pay
you, how long they will
pay you and what will
happen if they don’t.
It ends by saying that

once they’ve made their
final payment, you will
give them the title to the
mobile home.
So Lonnie Deals are
cheap to get into, and
they have relatively easy
paperwork, but they also
give a new investor the
opportunity to practice
the art of screening
while searching for a
new buyer. That last part
is huge. Being able to
find good people who
will stay in your homes,
pay on time and be good
to work with is essential
for being a successful
investor. With Lonnie
Deals, you get learn this
skill without the pressure
of a mortgage payment
looming over you like in
a traditional rental.
The best thing about
Lonnie Deals, though,
is they’re financial
boomerangs – by that I
mean you often time get
them back.
This month we got

three different homes
back. Now, in other
situations it would be
easy to freak out – you’d
be thinking about the fact
that you now have three
extra mortgage payments
to make with no tenant in
the homes.
On the contrary, we
get excited when Lonnie
Deals come back to us.
That’s because we get
to sell them again. This
starts the payclock all
over, and we get a new
down payment. Cha
Ching!
The reason Lonnie
Deals come back so
often is that peoples
circumstances change.
Take the three houses
I just mentioned. Two
of the owners got new
jobs: one is Savannah
and the other in Florida.
The third owner was
combining households to
save up money to by a
bricks-and-sticks house.
We’ve owned that last

house three times now.
Originally, we bought
it for $3,500 and sold
it for $10,000 cash in
less than a month. Not
too bad, huh? Later we
acquired the same trailer
for $2,500. We’re still
$4,000 in the clear.
We sold it with owner
financing 10 months
ago for $700 down with
payments of $300 a
month for three-and-ahalf years. We’re about
to start that process all
over again, which is what
makes Lonnie Deals
financial boomerangs.
Joe
and
Ashley
English buy houses
and mobile homes in
Northwest Georgia. For
more information or to
ask a question, go to
w w w. c a s h f l o w w i t h j o e .
com or call Joe at 678986-6813.

FINANCIAL FOCUS: Remote Work May Offer Financial Benefits

Dewayne Bowen
Financial Advisor
at Edward Jones
dewayne.bowen@
edwardjones.com

During the COVID19 pandemic, many of
us have been forced to
work from home. But
once we’ve moved past
the virus, many workers
may continue working
from home. More than
one-third of companies
with employees who
started working from
home now think that

remote work will stay
more common postpandemic,
according
to a Harvard Business
School study. This shift
to at-home work can
affect people’s lives
in many ways – and it
may end up providing
workers with some
long-term
financial
advantages.
If you’re one of
those who will continue
working remotely, either
full time or at least a
few days a week, how
might you benefit? Here
are a few possibilities:
• R e d u c e d
transportation
costs
– Over time, you can
spend a lot of money
commuting to and from
work.
The
average
commuter
spends
$2,000 to $5,000 per
year on transportation
costs, including gas,
car maintenance, public

transportation and other
expenses,
depending
on where they live,
according to the U.S.
Bureau of Economic
Analysis and the U.S.
Census
Bureau.
If
you are going to work
primarily from home,
you should be able to
greatly reduce these
costs.
•Potentially lower
car insurance premiums
– Your auto insurance
premiums are partially
based on how many
miles you drive each
year. So, if you were
to significantly reduce
these miles by working
from home, you might
qualify for lower rates.
• Lower expenditures
on lunches – If you
typically eat lunch in
restaurants or get takeout
while at work, you could
easily be spending $50
or more per week – even

more if you regularly get
coffee drinks to go. By
these figures, you could
end up spending around
$3,000 a year. Think
how much you could
reduce this bill by eating
lunch at home during
your remote workday.
•Lower
clothing
costs – Despite the
rise in “casual dress”
days, plenty of workers
still need to maintain
appropriate office attire.
By working from home,
you can “dress down,”
reducing your clothing
costs and dry-cleaning
bills.
As you can see, it
may be possible for you
to save quite a bit of
money by working from
home. How can you use
your savings to help
meet your long-term
financial goals, such as
achieving a comfortable
retirement?

For one thing, you
could
boost
your
investments.
L e t ’s
suppose that you can
save $2,500 each year
by working remotely.
If you were to invest
this amount in a taxdeferred account, such
as an IRA or your 401(k)
or similar employersponsored plan and
earned a hypothetical
6% annual return for 20
years, you’d accumulate
more than $97,000 –
and if you kept going
for an additional 10
years,
you’d
have
nearly $210,000. You’d
eventually pay taxes on
the amount you withdrew
from these accounts (and
withdrawals prior to age
59½ may be subject to
a 10% IRS penalty), but
you’d still end up pretty
far ahead of where you’d
be otherwise.)
You also might use

part of your savings
generated by remote
work to help build
an emergency fund
containing
a
few
months’ worth of living
expenses. Without this
fund, you might be
forced to dip into your
retirement accounts to
pay for something like a
major home repair.
Becoming
an
at-home worker will
no doubt require some
adjustments on your
part – but, in strictly
financial terms, it could
lead to some positive
results.
This article was
written by Edward Jones
for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial
Advisor.

CONSUMER ED: Online
and remote eye exams
CONTRIBUTED

Dear Consumer Ed:
I need to get some more contact
lenses, but my vision has changed
since my last eye exam. I’ve heard
about online and remote exams and
thought this could be a convenient way
to get a prescription while minimizing
my risk of exposure to Covid-19. Are
these exams accurate and legitimate?
Consumer Ed says:
Telemedicine technology can
be a wonderful complement to
comprehensive
in-person
visits
with medical practitioners as a way
to address concerns for your health
and well-being. However, it should
not be a replacement for in-person
comprehensive care.
An online, app-based eye exam
involves a virtual vision test that a
consumer conducts through an online
app. However, importantly the exam
does not check for eye health, so
issues such as glaucoma, cataracts,
macular degenerat ion or signs of early
diabetes could go undetected. Online,
app-based eye exams are not permitted
in Georgia.
A remote exam on the other hand,
requires that a consumer appear at the
business for the exam, although the
Doctor of Optometry is not physically
in the room with the patient. Instead,
the provider appears by video screen,
remotely conducting the exam and
operating the equipment in the patient’s
examination room from a separate
location. While this type of exam is

The Gordon Gazette proudly introduces

Heritage 2021
permitted under Georgia law, it must
be performed at a provider’s office,
hospital-based setting or hospital health
system office. Consumers should be
aware that there have been complaints
about remote eye exam companies
providing inaccurate prescriptions and
then refusing to refund consumers’
money. It is therefore very important
that before you agree to a remote exam,
you carefully research the company
and make sure it has the appropriate
licensing and FDA approval.
To verify that your eye care provider
is licensed, or if you have questions or
concerns related to the quality of your
eye care, you can contact the Georgia
Board of Optometry.
If you believe have been unfairly
or deceptively treated related to an
online app or health care provider, you
can submit a complaint to the Georgia
Department of Law’s Consumer
Protection Division at 404-651-8600
or by visiting consumer.ga.gov

www.gordongazettega.com

Celebrating the past, present
and future of Gordon County
This special, online publication of the Gordon Gazette
will be FREE for all to enjoy beginning Tuesday,
Feb. 23, 2021, in observance and honor of
the 171st birthday of Gordon County.
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Home Garden Tomatoes

Greg Bowman
Gordon County
Extension Agent
gbowman@uga.edu

I will be the first to
admit that growing up,
I was not a fan of fresh
vine ripen tomatoes.
I would gladly eat
anything else made with
tomatoes, but not freshly
sliced tomatoes. As I
have matured with age,
I love the flavor added
by a sliced tomato on a
grilled hamburger. I also
enjoy that sliced tomato
sandwich from a tomato
picked from your own
garden. I would venture
to say that almost all
vegetable
gardeners
will at least have a few

tomato plants for the
spring/summer gardening
season. Growing up
on the Bowman farm,
my grandfather would
always plant Better Boy
tomatoes. We probably
grow at least a few Better
Boy plants annually to
this day. I know we are
still in winter, but this
article should be treated
as a resource for your
planning and planting
time tomato gardening
efforts. I will be using
information
from
a
UGA publication by
Bob Westerfield, UGA
Extension Horticulturist.
For
starters,
the
tomato varieties you
grow in your garden is
up to you. There seems
to be a ton of options on
the market. I tell people
it is personal preference.
In my opening paragraph,
I mentioned Better Boy
tomatoes. I am not saying
Better Boys are the best
tomatoes out there. It
became a family tradition
and suited our needs. Last
year, in our raised beds at
the house, we grew a few
Cherokee

Purple
tomato
plants. Tomatoes will
come in a variety of
shapes, sizes and colors.
Westerfield says it can
be fun to experiment
with the new and exotic
tomato varieties, but our
information will center
on the tried and true
tomato varieties in our
state. The goal with your
tomatoes may help you
in your variety selection.
You may want to keep
the terms determinate and
indeterminate in mind
when choosing varieties.
The determinate tomato
varieties will grow in a
more compact bush form
and will produce most of
their crop at one time.
The determinate varieties
may be more popular
with people who will
need a large amount of
ripe tomatoes at one time
for canning purposes.
Determinate
varieties
will produce an early
crop and you will harvest
most of the fruit in 2 to
5 pickings. Indeterminate
varieties will set fruit
clusters along a vine stem
that will grow all season.

These varieties may even
produce fruit if harvested
throughout the season
until first frost.
You many want to
consider pest resistance
offered with certain
tomato varieties in your
selection efforts. In our
area, tomatoes can have
problems with disease,
virus and insect pests.
Some varieties have
been bred or what we
call hybridized to be
resistant to certain pests.
Do not get confused that
resistance means a plant
is totally immune to a
problem. You must also
follow sound cultural
practices, but resistant
varieties can be a helpful
tool. Note that resistance
information to pests is
normally found on a plant
label for that tomato
variety.
Many
gardeners
will purchase tomato
transplants to plant in
the garden. There are
gardeners that like to
grow their own plants
from seed. You can
start your tomato plants
indoors from seed four to

seven weeks before they
are to be planted in the
actual garden. Growing
from seed can take more
effort and time, but for
many it is worth it. If
you are growing from
seed indoors, Westerfield
says to use a light soil
mix and give the plants
plenty of light. He adds
that you may need to
use supplemental light
if a south facing sunny
window is not available
for growing. About a
week before transplanting
into the garden area, the
tomato plants need to
harden-off by gradually
exposing them to an
increasing number of
hours of sunlight each
day.
I know in many
neighborhoods it can be
a friendly competition
on who can grow that
first vine ripe tomato,
but I challenge you to
not plant outdoors too
early. The last spring
frost date in our area
is approximately April
15th. Many experienced
gardeners will wait to
plant tomatoes at the

end of April or even
early May. Tomatoes
are a warm season plant
that will grow best at
temperatures of 70 to 80
degrees F. They also need
6 to 8 hours of sunlight a
day too so choose a great
spot for your garden.
I have mentioned many
times the importance of
planting closer to a house
so you have fresh water
supply for irrigation
needs. The area also
needs to be well- draining
of excessive moisture.
I will add that with
gardening season still a
few months away, you
have time to take a $9
soil sample to submit to
the UGA Soil Test Lab.
This is a great way to get
liming and fertilization
recommendations
not
only for tomatoes, but
for the other items you
plant. I will share more
information on home
garden tomatoes in a
future article.
For more information,
contact
UGA
ExtensionGordon County
at 706-629-8685 or email
gbowman@uga.edu.

Calhoun College & Career Academy Student
Spotlight for the week of January 18, 2021

CALHOUN CITY SCHOOLS

Calhoun High School 9th grader,
Katie Reynolds, is the Calhoun College
and Career Academy (CCCA) Student
of the Week for Jan. 18-22, 2021.
Katie has been involved in agriculture
at Calhoun since she was in elementary
school. Katie’s agriculture teacher,
Lacy Powell, nominated Katie stating,
“Katie is always willing to step up and
help in any way she can to promote
the agriculture and FFA program at
Calhoun High School.”
Katie started the program as an
eighth grader taking basic agriculture
science for high school credit. She
has competed in multiple career
development contests (CDEs) over
the last two years, such as livestock
judging, FFA quiz, creed speaking,
and vet science. She serves as the
vice president of recruitment and
retention for the CCCA FFA chapter.
Katie is currently involved in the
UGA Jr. herd builder program where
she has purchased four heifer calves
and is raising them and taking courses
in livestock management, health,
genetics, and beef quality assurance.
Her supervised agricultural experience
(SAE) program is in diversified
livestock where she not only raises her
program heifers but other cows, goats,
chickens, horses, pigs and honey bees.
Katie chose the agriculture pathway
at the CCCA, because she has had
a passion for agriculture since her
family purchased a farm and began to
raise livestock animals. She wanted to
learn more about the industry in middle
school to grow her knowledge and take
what she learned in the classroom then

apply it at home.
Katie plans to attend the University
of Georgia to pursue a bachelor’s
degree in animal science and minor in
agribusiness. Katie also plans to further
build her cattle operation after high
school while in college by pursuing a
career in animal science with a focus
in genetics and cattle management.
Katie is very thankful that CCCA
offers an opportunity to explore the
world of the agriculture pathway. When
asked about her thoughts on the animal
science pathway, Katie stated, “The
CHS agriculture program has opened
my eyes to the opportunities for high
school students to get involved in
contests, programs, and events that

will help build their resumes for
colleges and careers. This program
has given me a big family to turn to
when I needed them most. Because of
Calhoun agriculture and FFA I have
started my own cattle operation and

have grown my agriculture knowledge
over the past two years.”
Congratulations to Katie Reynolds,
CCCA Student of the Week for January
18-22, 2021

J A N U A RY S A L E !
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HEALTH NEWS
GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: South has high rate
of unreported COVID deaths, study says
ANDY MILLER,
Georgia Health News
Southern states have
higher rates of unreported
COVID-related deaths
than other regions of the
country, according to a
new study.
The study, led by
Andrew
Stokes,
a
professor of global health
at Boston University
School of Public Health,
analyzed deaths in 787
U.S. counties that had
more than 20 COVID
fatalities from Feb. 1 to
Oct. 17, 2020. Georgia
accounted for more
than 50 of the counties
studied. (Georgia has a
high number of counties
— second most among
the states.)
In the new study, the
term “excess deaths’’
compares
fatalities
to recent population
benchmarks.
Excess deaths can
include both those that
are directly attributed to
COVID-19, and those
without that direct link
but either indirectly
related to the pandemic
or misclassified as other
causes.
The
researchers
estimated
that
31
percent of excess deaths
attributable
to
the
COVID-19
pandemic
were
not
reported
as COVID on death
certificates.
The results were
first reported by STAT
on Monday. The study,
which has not been
peer-reviewed, has been
submitted to PLOS
Medicine.

In the past two weeks,
the Georgia Department
of Public Health has
reported record singleday numbers of COVID
deaths.
The study found that
rural counties, counties
with
low
median
incomes and less formal
education, and counties
in the South reported
high numbers of excess
deaths not assigned to
COVID compared to
those directly attributed
to the virus. These
findings suggest that
COVID mortality may be
especially undercounted
in these areas.
In
some
cases,
unreported deaths can be
indirectly related to the
pandemic, such as from
suicide, drug overdoses
or inadequate health
care services, Stokes
told GHN on Monday.
In rural areas, there may
be less access to COVID
tests, he added.
The
researchers
found that a substantial
fraction of the deaths
of individuals with
pre-existing
health
conditions who caught
COVID and died as a
result were attributed to
a pre-existing condition.
Excess mortality not
attributed to the virus was
higher in counties with
higher levels of smoking,
obesity, and diabetes, the
study found.
Counties with more
African-American
residents,
who
are
already at high risk of
COVID death based
on direct counts, also
reported more excess
deaths not assigned to

the virus, according to
the study.
The state Department
of Public Health, asked
to comment on the study
Monday, said that it’s
difficult to compare how
states and regions report
COVID deaths ”due
to a lack of a national
definition.”
“For example, Georgia
DPH includes any death
where COVID is listed
on the death certificate,
but we also include some
deaths where COVID
isn’t listed but we have
a recent positive result
and indication from
the medical records/
case investigation that
COVID contributed to
death,” said a Public
Health spokeswoman,
Nancy Nydam. “Other
states may do things
differently,
although
we’re all doing what we

consider scientifically
sound.”
Katherine Hempstead,
senior policy adviser at
the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation,
which
provided funding for
the study, said Monday
that the research “raises
questions and doesn’t
necessarily
answer
them.’’
One factor in the
uncounted deaths could
have come early in
the pandemic, when
testing was scarce, said
Hempstead, who also
was a researcher on the
study. “As terrible as the
death toll from COVID
is, we’re undermeasuring
it. We’re undermeasuring
it more in some areas
than others.”
The
system
for
recording deaths in
the United States is
fragmented,
S TAT

pointed out. Though
most deaths are declared
by a doctor, when a
patient dies at home and
isn’t under the care of a
doctor, either a medical
examiner or a coroner
will typically be called
on to declare the death.
The study found that
counties with coroners
had higher rates of excess
COVID deaths than
counties with medical
examiners. Coroners are
elected officials who
are not required to be
medical professionals,
while medical examiners
are appointed and must
be medical professionals.
Many
coroners
may not have enough
information to fill death
certificates accurately,
Hempstead
said.
“Medical examiners tend
to have more resources.’’
Georgia has coroners

in 154 of its 159 counties,
with
five
heavily
populated metro Atlanta
counties having medical
examiners instead.
Mark
Savage,
president of the Georgia
Coroners Association,
said
Monday
that
he bases his death
certificate analysis on
test results and medical
documentation
when
COVID is suspected.
“For the most part,
we coroners try to put
accurate information on
the death certificate,’’
said Savage, who is the
coroner of Banks County
in northeast Georgia.
“This COVID has put
a physical and mental
stress on everybody.’’
Andy Miller is CEO
and editor of Georgia
Health News.

Attorney General Carr Issues Warning Against Financial
Exploitation of Seniors and Disabled Adults during Covid-19

ATTORNEY GENERAL
CHRIS CARR

Attorney General Chris
Carr is warning older
Georgians and disabled
adults, along with their
families and caretakers, to
be on the lookout for signs
of financial exploitation,
especially with regard to the
recent issuance of federal
stimulus checks.
“Georgia
has
a
comprehensive Elder Abuse
Law that covers financial
exploitation,” says Attorney
General Carr. “The law also
contains unique protections
for individuals residing in
nursing homes and assisted
living facilities, as well as
disabled adults. We are on

the lookout for individuals
and organizations that are
taking advantage of older
and disabled adults with
regard to their stimulus
checks. Our Consumer
Protection
Division,
Prosecution Division and
Medicaid Fraud Division
will work together with
other law enforcement
partners to see that bad
actors are prosecuted to the
full extent of the law.”
Exploitation of older
adults or disabled individuals
is generally defined as taking
away property or money
or otherwise misusing
the financial resources of
an older adult or disabled
person for another’s gain.
This can include taking a

Social Security or Economic
Stimulus check without
consent or having a Power
of Attorney document or
other documents signed
without the victim knowing
what he/she is signing, or
forging his/her signature.
If citizens suspect abuse,
neglect, and exploitation
of this population, the
resources below can assist
in reporting the matter:
To report abuse, neglect,
and exploitation of an older
adult or disabled adult who
lives in a private residence,
contact your local police and
Adult Protective Services
at 1-866-552-4464 - Press
“3” or www.aging.ga.gov
then click the Report Elder
Abuse tab.

To report abuse, neglect,
and exploitation of an
older adult, disabled adult
or resident in a facility,
contact Healthcare Facility
Regulation: 1-800-8786442.
To access information
on long-term supports and
services, services in the
home and community, or
support for individuals
and family members who
are aging or living with a
disability, contact Georgia’s
Aging and Disability
Resource
Connection
(ADRC) to locate an
office in your area: www.
georgiaadrc.com.
Medicaid recipients who
reside in nursing homes and
assisted living facilities,

along with their family
members, should make sure
that the economic stimulus
payments of these residents
are not utilized by the facility
or individuals working
in the facility. Although
Medicaid recipients may
sometimes be required to
sign over certain resources
to the facility where they
reside, this does not apply
to the economic stimulus
payments.
Congress,
under the CARES Act
and
the
subsequent
Coronavirus
Response
and Relief Supplemental
Appropriations Act of
2021, has designated these
payments as “tax credits,”
which means the monies
lawfully belong to the

recipients and cannot be
taken by a nursing home or
assisted living facility.
If you believe that the
stimulus payment of a
Medicaid recipient who
resides in a nursing home
or assisted living facility
was improperly taken by
the facility, you can contact
the Attorney General’s
Medicaid Fraud Control
Division by calling (404)
656-5400 or by emailing
report_medicaid_fraud@
law.ga.gov.
For more information
about protecting Older
Adults from scams, please
download our “Georgia
Consumer
Protection
Guide for Older Adults” at
consumer.ga.gov.
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Partnership Provides Wright School of Business
Students Pathway to Master’s Programs
DALTON STATE COLLEGE

Students graduating from
Dalton State’s Wright School
of Business with a Bachelor of
Business Administration can
easily transition into one of
three online master’s programs
offered through Clayton
State University thanks to an
articulation agreement signed
by both schools Tuesday.
The agreement allows for
Wright School of Business
graduates who meet certain
criteria to be accepted into one
of three master’s programs
in business. Both schools’
programs are accredited by
the Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business
(AACSB).
“The articulation agreement
creates access for our Wright
School of Business students
to these AACSB-accredited
master’s degree programs at
Clayton State University,” said
Dr. Marilyn Helms, dean of
the Wright School of Business.
“Our business students who
complete key courses while
at Dalton State will easily
transition to Clayton State
University with no course

duplication.”
Wright School of Business
students who wish to pursue
this path can enter into
master’s programs for business
administration,
strategic
leadership development or
supply chain analytics.
“Clayton State University’s
three graduate degrees are
completely online, allowing
our students flexibility to
work while completing their
master’s,” Helms said. “With
the rapidly changing business
environment, easy access to
graduate studies allows our
students to expand their
business knowledge and
creates many opportunities for
career advancement without
leaving the Dalton area to gain
these academic credentials.”
Dalton State’s Wright School
of Business gives students
coursework and internship
opportunities to gain realworld experience. The school
works closely with business
leaders in the community to
expose students to the most
modern business practices.
“While our undergraduate
curriculum provides a strong
foundation for our students, we
know some students will need

a graduate degree to pursue
their chosen careers,” said Dr.
Margaret Venable, president of
Dalton State. “This partnership
is a seamless opportunity for
our graduates to continue their
education without leaving our
community. We want to do all
we can to support our students
even after they graduate from
Dalton State.”
Wright School of Business
graduates who have an overall

GPA of at least a 2.75 and meet
admissions requirements to
Clayton State University will
be admitted to the business
programs.
“Creating a direct pathway
into
the
master ’s-level
business programs at Clayton
State University for Dalton
State College students is a winwin,” said Dr. Bruno Hicks,
provost and vice president for
Academic Affairs. “This new
agreement speaks volumes to
the quality of our faculty, our
curriculum and our AACSB
accreditation. It is a pleasure
to see this partnership between
University System of Georgia
institutions that address our
student needs and at the same
time benefits the Georgia
workforce.”
“The
agreements
for
the MBA, Leadership and
Supply
Chain
Analytics
programs are great examples
of the collaborative efforts
that Georgia colleges and
universities are undertaking
to provide advanced business
degrees to students from parts

of Georgia that may not have
access to such specialized
curricula,” said Dr. George
Nakos, marketing professor
and chair of Clayton State
University’s
Management,
Supply Chain Management
and Marketing department.
“The rigorous undergraduate
curriculum that Dalton State
College students take will help
them succeed in a demanding
graduate program. Faculty
and administrators from both
campuses worked diligently to
create these programs that will
better serve the citizens of
Georgia.”
The Wright School of
Business offers majors in
accounting,
finance
and
applied economics, logistics
and supply chain management,
management,
management
information systems and
marketing.
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GCHS announces 2021 Valedictorian, Salutatorian

GORDON CENTRAL
HIGH SCHOOL

Congratulations
to
Rachel Pierce, left, and
Saiji Morales, right
for being our Gordon
Central High School
2021 Valedictorian and
Salutatorian.
Rachel
Pierce, the Valedictorian,
is our Honor Graduate
with
the
highest
cumulative GPA. Saiji

Morales, the Salutatorian,
is our Honor Graduate
with the second-highest
cumulative
G PA .
This is an amazing
accomplishment for both
of these hard-working
students,
and
their
dedication toward their
academics and extracurricular
activities
reflects their efforts
toward a successful
postsecondary education
and beyond. Go Warriors!

GCHS names Young Georgia Writing Competition winners
GORDON CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

Congratulations to our Young Georgia Authors
Writing Competition Winners. Winning entries will
now move on to the system-level writing contest,
and if chosen as the winner, then will move forward
to the RESA-level competition. Pictured from L to
R--Kaylin Reid 9th Grade, Alexandria Rampley (not
pictured) 10th Grade, Elaina Richardson 11th Grade,
and Holli Kile 12th Grade.

MY BANK HAS THE TOOLS
I NEED TO MANAGE MY BUSINESS
From business checking to merchant services, we’re ready to help your business
thrive. And being locally owned and managed means you’ll get the attention
you deserve every time. Make the switch and see what you get with a real
banking relationship. At First Bank of Calhoun, YOU are first!

Visit us at:
197 W.C. Bryant Pkwy
Calhoun, GA
(706) 629-1500

myfirstbank.com
“As a business owner, customer service is top priority. First Bank of Calhoun
delivers the customer service that you don’t see much of these days. They are
attentive and always ready to help with my financial needs.”
– Kevan Carpenter, Commercial Floor Resources
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REPORT FROM THE CAPITOL from Rep. Rick Jasperse

Rep. Rick Jasperse
R-Jasper, District 11

The General Assembly
has begun their work for
the 156th meeting of
Representatives elected
from all over our state.
It was good to walk into
the People’s House on
Monday and be sworn in
with Marcia by my side.
Since this is a new group
of legislators who had
just been elected, we had
lots of reorganization
to do for the next two
years. New folks who
had been elected don’t

have office assignments
yet, committee chairmen
haven’t been selected
yet. Due to Covid
caution, all 180 of us
are spread out over three
rooms to increase social
distancing. Oh yes, we
are being tested twice
a week to try to keep it
as safe as possible for
everyone.
It has always been
a very solemn and
powerful moment when
you are sworn in. You
have been through the
elections, and now the
responsibility is in your
hands to represent the
folks in your area and
around the state the
best you can. Have
to say, I look around
and walk through the
Capitol rotunda almost
every morning to feel
the honor of having the
opportunity to be your
Representative.
We
elect
the
Leadership
of
the
House, and we elected

David Ralston (R-Blue
Ridge) again as our
Speaker as well as Jan
Jones (R-Milton) as
our Speaker Pro tem.
The House also elects
the Clerk, Messenger,
D o o r k e e p e r,
and
Postman. All of these
are very important jobs
to make the House run
smoothly. Due to Covid
we are not having Pages
this session, and I am
very sad about that. I
will miss the folks from
home being there for the
day.
On Thursday morning
we had a community
friend, Max Caylor, as
our Pastor of the Day. As
you can imagine, he did
a wonderful job giving
us words of wisdom and
action. Later that day
Governor
Kemp
gave his State of the
State
Address.
His
message outlined what
was accomplished over
the last year, despite
the impacts brought by

COVID-19. While the
pandemic has impacted
economic activity across
the state, we are on
track to bounce back and
fully recover through
our continued efforts of
conservative spending
and a balanced budget.
Most importantly, no
new budget cuts will
be necessary, and Gov.
Kemp has called for more
than $647 million in the
Amended Fiscal Year
2021 budget for K-12
education, which will
fully fund enrollment
growth.
Governor Kemp also
elaborated on his plans
for increased broadband
internet
access,
an
enhanced
freight
transportation network,
increased protections
for human trafficking
victims, PPE tax credits
to pharmaceutical and
medical companies, and
continued
expansion
of access to quality
medical care across our

state. As the legislative
session continues, I will
update you on all items
regarding the Governor’s
agenda.
A word on Vaccines,
I know most of you who
are eligible to receive the
Covid vaccine have had
a terrible time getting an
appointment. I want you
to know I have told the
Governor and his folks
in charge what is going
on out in the counties.
After you cut through
the poor process Dept. of
Public Health has put in
place, the problem is the
number of vaccine shots
available for Georgians
to use. It is only 120,000
per week. 40,000 shots
have
been
directed
towards our Nursing
Home and Assistedliving Georgians. That
means the supplies are
very tight all across
America, and the two
companies
producing
it are making all they
can. DPH has promised a

new, better appointment
system in the near
future. I am sorry for the
current system and your
flustration; I have passed
it up the chain.
I thank you for the
honor of allowing me to
be your Representative
in the Georgia House.
As always, I greatly
appreciate any feedback
I receive from my
constituents,
and
I
welcome you to contact
my office for questions
or concerns about the
legislative session. My
Capitol office number
is 404-656-7153 my
home
770-893-2039,
and my email address
is rick.jasperse@house.
ga.gov. Please contact
me anytime.
Rick Jasperse has
served in the Georgia
House of Representatives
since
2010,
and
represents
Pickens
County and parts of
Gordon and Murray
counties.

Governor, First Lady introduce anti-human trafficking initiatives
CONTRIBUTED
On Monday, Jan. 25,
2021, Governor Brian
P. Kemp and First Lady
Marty Kemp were joined
by Georgians for Refuge,
Action, Compassion, and
Education
(GRACE)
Commission members,
legislators, and special
guests as they announced
two important legislative
measures, along with a
Department of Driver
Services rule change,
to
combat
human
trafficking in Georgia.
“Brian and I are proud
to renew our commitment

in the fight against human
trafficking going into
2021,” said First Lady
Marty Kemp. “With these
important initiatives and
the support of our state
and national partners,
we can continue taking
important steps to end
modern day slavery and
ensure that our state is a
safe haven for survivors
- not their abusers.”
“During our first
days in office, we hit the
ground running to crack
down on traffickers,
care for survivors, and
eradicate modern day
slavery in our state,” said
Governor Brian Kemp.

“And I don’t think any
First Lady in the country
has done more to end
human trafficking than
our First Lady, Marty
Kemp. This legislation
is a strong testament to
Marty’s commitment to
dismantle this criminal
industry for good, and
we will not rest until
every victim is rescued
and every trafficker is
behind bars.”
Name
Change
Exception for Survivors
of Human Trafficking
This
legislation
proposes
to
amend
Georgia’s name change
statue to protect the

privacy and safety of
survivors of human
trafficking who wish
to change their names.
Currently, Code Section
19-12-1 requires anyone
wishing to change their
name in Georgia to file a
petition for name change
with their local Superior
Court. Public notice of
this petition must be
published in the county’s
legal organ (newspaper)
once
per
week,
consecutively for four
weeks. The notice must
include the petitioner’s
current name, the new
name the petitioner is
seeking to assume, the

court the petition has
been filed in, the date of
the filing, and a notice of
the right of any affected
or interested party to
appear and object to the
change.
There is one current
exception to the above
requirements for victims
of family violence. An
individual may petition
the court to file their
petition under seal as a
victim of family violence.
If the judge allows it,
the victim may skip
the notice requirement
and file their petition
secretly with the court.
This bill creates the same

exception for survivors
of human trafficking.
Civil Remedy for
Victims of Human
Trafficking
This bill proposes
a civil cause of action
by which a victim of
human trafficking may
sue any person who
knowingly
benefitted
from any venture or
scheme
which
that
person knew or should
have known involved
human trafficking. Any
civil suit filed under this
See GOVERNOR,
page 13A
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GARIGAN
From page 1A

said principal Justin Timms. “Capt. Garigan
was a familiar face around Belwood. For many
years, he was an instructor to students in the Drug
Abuse Resistance Education Program (D.A.R.E).
In addition to supporting students in the classroom
setting, Capt. Garigan often served as a mentor for
students. It was not uncommon for him to come to
the school in the afternoons to play ball or talk to

CITY

From page 1A
was the location in the vicinity of the school. In
that case, the Board of Commissioners voted not to
allow a permit, even though it was within 1800 feet
from the location. One member’s concern was the
close proximity of the baseball field and the possible
issues of crime.”
Govignon said that the problem with the Court of
Appeals reversing the decision by the County back
in 2018, that if the Council were to vote to deny the
permit, the City would be subject to litigation.
“Right now, this would be a case we could not
win,” said Govignon.
Larry Kirby, the associate pastor of the church,
told the Council that what it comes down to is the
safety of the children at the church.
“We’ve got kids in this church, and the Sunday
School doors open up to (the store’s) parking lot.
When we’re still in service and Sunday School lets
out, the kids go outside to play. I’m worried about
the safety of the kids. Those families who come to
our church look to us to protect the kids.”
It was pointed out by the owner of the property
that the convenience store across the street from
their properties was already selling alcohol, and that
the sale of alcohol would hopefully help Ginger’s
Grocery to stay open.
Councilwoman Jackie Palazzolo said that she had
visited the property and noticed the church and store
were extremely close, sharing the driveway.
“I saw where there was a barrier toward the back
of the property,” said Palazzolo. “Is there a way the
two property owners can come together and build
(dividers or fencing) between the properties?”
Mark Kirby said that there was an easement

PLUGGIE
From page 1A

safety presentations have been
made.
GCF&R had already raised some
of the funds for the robot, and the
extra donation from the Drugs Don’t
Work committee was added so the
fire department raised to make the
purchase.
In early 2020, the Drugs Don’t Work
committee decided that in honor of Red
Ribbon Week, held each October, they
would make unique purchases to make
a bigger impact in the community’s
drug prevention education. Last year,
the committee purchased two K-9
vests, one for Gordon County Sheriff’s
Office and for the Calhoun Police
Department.
“Previously, during Red Ribbon
Week, we purchased items for the
children in our local schools to take
home, like pencils, stickers and
erasers, to remind them that ‘Drugs
Don’t Work,’” said Gordon County
E9-1-1 Director and Drugs Don’t Work
committee Chair Debbie Vance of the
donations previously made to local

GOVERNOR
From page 13A

section will be stayed until after any
criminal cases arising from the action
are resolved. The bill creates a tenyear statute of limitations from the
date of the human trafficking offense,
or, if the victim is a minor, from the
victim’s 18th birthday. The bill also
creates a cause of action whereby the
Attorney General may file suit against
human traffickers.
This bill mirrors federal 18 U.S.C.
§ 1595, which allows victims and
Attorney Generals to sue human

13A

the students in the after-school care program. He
represented the very best qualities of the local law
enforcement community. Capt. Mike Garigan made
an impact on our community. He will be missed, and
we will never forget how he touched the lives of so
many.”
“We would like to extend our heartfelt
condolences to the Gordon County Sheriff’s Office
and the Gordon County community,” said the Murray
County Sheriff’s Office in a statement. “Captain
Mike Garigan passed away earlier today due to
complications from Covid 19. We ask that you keep
his family and friends in your prayers during this

difficult time.”
“We send our warmest condolences to Gordon
County Sheriff’s Office for the loss of Captain
Mike Garigan,” said a statement from the Gwinnett
County Sheriff’s Office. “His service and dedication
to his community and law enforcement will never
be forgotten. Captain Garigan’s family, friends, and
coworkers are in our prayers. Rest In Peace, Captain
Mike Garigan.”
In addition to the Homegoing Service, a walkthrough visitation will be held on Friday, Jan. 29,
2021 at 11 a.m. at the Chapel of Willis Funeral
Home in Dalton.

where the driveway is located, and that nothing can
be put in that area.
City Councilman George Crowley told the church
members that he understood and respected their
position concerning the license.
“We tried to deny a license before, because the
people around (the application) didn’t want it,” said
Crowley. “But we were reversed. The owner has his
rights and we have to abide by what the law says.”
After a motion, the Council unanimously voted to
approve the request for the store.
“It makes it very difficult when it’s outside of
what the ordinance allows,” said Mayor Jimmy
Palmer. “(The store owner) has his rights as well. I
understand (your position). Right now, it’s meeting
the State requirements and local ordinance. This is
just a package license. This isn’t a consideration of
consumption on site.”
In other news from the meeting:
A second reading of an annexation and zoning
request of R-1B (County zoning is R-3) by Susan
French for 0.45 acre at a location of parcel GC55008, which adjoins her city parcel (C55-006) at 109
Pine Hill Drive, was held. The Zoning Advisory
Board meeting will be held Feb. 4 and the public
hearing Feb. 8.
A second reading of a zoning change request
from R-2 to C-2 by Johnathan Stone for 0.59 acre
at a location of 104 Henderson Bend Road (Parcel
C21-012) was held. The Zoning Advisory Board
meeting will be held Feb. 4 and the public hearing
Feb. 8.
A second reading of a beer package license
request at a location of 125 Red Bud Road by
Mufti F. Islam DBA: A 1 Grocery, LLC was held.
The proposed store manager is Mirza M. Baig. The
public hearing will be held Feb. 8.
The Council approved the budget calendar for
Fiscal Year 2021-2022.

City Administrator Paul Worley gave his monthly
Cash Report through Dec. 31, 2020.
“You’ll notice the General Fund is at $5,483,000;
definitely a strong financial position to be in at the
end of the calendar year,” said Worley. “December is
the strongest cash-flow month we have with all the
property taxes coming in at one time.
“We are continuing to build funds on the 2018
SPLOST; we’re currently at $3,457,000,” said
Worley. “We’re getting closer to breaking ground on
the new police station and recreation maintenance
facility. The soil and erosion plans are on file with
the Georgia Soil and Water Commission and under
review; we’re hopeful that we’ll get approval on
those soon so we can get those projects underway.”
Worley said that the 2011 SPLOST is down
to under $1 million dollars now, $150,000 down
from last month due to the ongoing construction
on Peter Street Phase 2. Worley said that project
will hopefully be finished in the next few months
and it will wrap up the 2011 SPLOST cash balance
remaining.
The Revolving Loan cash balance is at $177,844;
that had been drawn down due to recent loans but the
City is building back reserves for new loans.
The Hotel/Motel revenues were better than last
month, coming in at $61,000, up from $45,000 over
November. It is still 30 percent below this month
last year.
The Council approved the cash report.
Larry Vickery, administrator of Calhoun Utilities,
gave the Utilities cash report for December.
On hand cash was just over $7 million; in
reserves, there is a total of $11,381,165 for a total
of $18,394,335.
The Council approved the Utilities cash report.
The next meeting of the Calhoun City Council
will be held at 7 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 8 at the Depot
in downtown Calhoun.

schools. “But we decided that we
wanted to make more of an impact and
have our work be more beneficial, and
feel (these types of purchases) will
make a greater impact.”
Gordon County Fire & Rescue’s
Lt. Greg Hasty said that the robot
will be used heavily during their Fire
Prevention Education presentations at
Gordon County Schools during the
month of October for Fire Prevention
Week, but said the robot is also
available for those in the community
who would like to see the fire/drug
prevention presentation. Any civic
group, church group or daycare who
would like to offer the presentation
can call Lt. Hasty or Lt. Ron Chance
at Gordon County Fire & Rescue by
calling 706-629-8851.
The Chamber’s Drugs Don’t Work
Committee works throughout the
year on events for Red Ribbon Week,
an alcohol, tobacco and other drug
and violence prevention awareness
campaign held each October. The
committee holds many special events
during the week, which includes
reaching out to local students with the
message that Drugs Don’t Work.

traffickers in federal court. This bill
provides a state remedy for those who
were victimized by traffickers who do
not face federal charges or have outof-state ties.
Department of Driver Services
Rule Change
This Department of Driver Services
rule change would require new and
renewal applicants for Commercial
Driver’s Licenses to take an antihuman trafficking course and provide
proof of attendance in order to receive
their license.
The legislation outlined above will
be formally introduced in the coming
days.

To stay up to date on the latest
community news, follow the
Gordon Gazette on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter!
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