
Detect ives with 
the Calhoun Police 
D e p a r t m e n t  a r e 
r eques t i ng  you r 
assistance with locating 
a Calhoun resident, 
Thomas Charles Pilcher, 
that’s been reported as a 
missing person.

Thomas Charles 
Pilcher was last seen in 
Calhoun on July 7, 2020. 
His most current, known 
location was Powder 
Springs, Georgia on 
October 26, 2020.

Pilcher is described 
as a white male, 5 foot 
10 inches tall, 170 
pounds with blue eyes. 
The photograph posted 
below was provided by 

family members.
Should anyone know 

the whereabouts of 
Thomas Pilcher, please 
contact Lt. David Nelson 
at (706) 602-5774.
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Shoppers found lots of 
deals to kick off the holiday 
gift-buying season at Sunday 
afternoon’s Chistmas Open 
House.

Local small business all 
over Gordon County opened 
their doors for the annual 
event, holding special 
sales in preparation for the 
upcoming Christmas season. 

While much different 
than in years past due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Gordon Chamber and 
Downtown Development 
were able to pull off the 
event by offering alternatives 
to the usual crowd-friendly 
activities., such as socially 
distanced Santa visits and 
letters to Santa.

Community supports local business at 
annual Christmas Open House

Some tips have 
already come in over an 
investigation into the theft 
of clothing at a local self 
laundry business that was 
announced late Tuesday.

Detectives with 
the Calhoun Police 
Depar tment  a re 
investigating a theft 
that occurred at 711 
South Wall Street (24/7 
Coin Laundry) and are 
attempting to identify the 
two persons of interest 
in the photograph below. 
Should anyone know one 
or both of the subjects, 
contact Lt. David Nelson 
at 706-602-5774. As 
always, any information 
received is held strictly 
confidential.

CPD investigating theft at local laundry 
business, seeking persons of interest
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Have you seen 
this man?
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Calhoun native Casey 
Tate, who became known 
to thousands of metro-
Atlanta’s Star 94 radio 
listeners as “Producer 
Casey” for the popular 
“Cindy and Ray Morning 
Show” has died. Tate, 

who was living in 
Raleigh, N.C. at the time 
of his sudden death last 
Wednesday, Nov. 18, was 
35 years old.

Tate graduated from 
Calhoun High School in 
2003 and then received a 
degree in Marketing and 
Mass Communication in 
2008 from the University 
of West Georgia. 

After graduating from 
college, he became a 
radio producer for the 
“Cindy and Ray Morning 
Show” at Star 94, a pop/
rock station serving the 
metro-Atlanta area. In 
2015, Tate moved to 
Raleigh, N.C. and served 
as a producer on the 
Gene and Julie Morning 
Show at MIX 101.5. For 

the last three years, Tate 
worked in real estate in 
the Raleigh area.

Cindy Simmons, the 
former longtime radio 
personality at Star 94 
who co-hosted the show 

Radio community mourns Calhoun native Casey Tate

See TATE, 
page 12A

It’s become an annual tradition 
remembering one of Gordon County’s 
favorite daughters – A Calhoun 
Christmas: Dana Patterson Memorial 
Christmas Concert will be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 5 at the GEM Theatre, 
located at 114 North Wall Street 
in downtown Calhoun. The event 
begins at 7 p.m., and will feature 
several popular local acts, including 
Faye Bentley, Jule Medders, Brother 
(formerly The Van Lears) and White 
Water Junction.

The Dana Patterson Memorial 
Christmas Concert is held each 
Christmas to honor the memory of 
Dana Patterson, a Calhoun native that 
lost her life in July 2013, and to raise 
money for a local deserving charity. 

According to Faye Bentley, who 
helps organize the show each year, as 

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

A Calhoun Christmas: Dana Patterson 
Memorial Christmas Concert to be held Dec. 5

The annual Christmas Concert is held 
in memory of Calhoun native Dana 
Patterson (far left) and will feature such 
local favorites as (clockwise above left) 
Faye Bentley, Jule Medders, Brother and 
Whitewater Junction. The concert will 
be held on Saturday, Dec. 5 at the GEM 
Theatre. (Contributed Photos).

See CONCERT, 
page 12A

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com
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The Mark Fullerton 
Memorial Fly-In at Tom 
B. David Airport looked 
a little different this year 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, but the event 
was able to double the 
amount of donated to the 
AdventHealth Gordon 
EMS Toy Drive this 
year, giving $1,100 in 
proceeds to the annual 
Christmas Toy Drive.

Fullerton’s passion 
was flying and Tom B. 

David Airport was his 
home airport. He was 
a team member of the 
2014, 2016 and 2018 U. 
S. Advanced Aerobatics 
team. Fullerton was 
president of the local 
aerobatic EAA Chapter 
and Past President of the 
IAC Chapter 3. 

Many residents of the 
Calhoun area remember 
seeing his orange 
and red plane doing 
aerobatics in the evening 
sky. He encouraged 
others to become flying 

enthusiasts as a pilot or 
to become a better pilot.

Fullerton suffered 
a massive stroke 
while driving home 
to Georgia from a 
business engagement 
in Columbus, Ohio and 
never recovered, dying 
on Aug. 7, 2018. His 
passing has left a huge 
hole in the aerobatic 
community, but the 
airport now hosts the 
memorial fly-in each 
year to remember a man 
so respected in his field.
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Second Front
Mark Fullerton Memorial Fly-In raises $1,100  

for AdventHealth Gordon EMS Toy Drive

The GEM Theatre will have 
showings of a couple of Christmas 
favorites this year: “Christmas 
Vacation” and “It’s a Wonderful Life.’”

“Christmas Vacation is a GEM 
tradition,” said Kim Brazell, director 
of Marketing and Public Relations at 
the GEM. 

‘Christmas Vacation’ is one of 
the season’s funniest movies. As the 
holidays approach, Clark Griswold 
(Chevy Chase) wants to have a perfect 
family Christmas, so he pesters his 
wife, Ellen (Beverly D’Angelo), and 
children, as he tries to make sure 
everything is in line, including the 
tree and house decorations. However, 
things go awry quickly. His hick cousin, 
Eddie (Randy Quaid), and his family 

show up unplanned and start living in 
their camper on the Griswold property. 
Even worse, Clark’s employers renege 
on the holiday bonus he needs.

The GEM will hold three showings 
of ‘Christmas Vacation:’ Saturday, 
Dec. 12 at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday, Dec. 
13 at 2 p.m. and again at 7 p.m.

‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ is Frank 
Capra’s 1946 classic staring Jimmy 
Stewart and Donna Reed.

 “You can’t do Christmas and not 
watch ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’,” said 
Brazell.

There will be two showings of ‘It’s 
a Wonderful Life:’ on Saturday, Dec. 
19 at 7:30 p.m. and on Sunday, Dec. 
20 at 2:30 p.m.

Tickets for both movies, all 
showings, are $5 each. To order tickets, 
visit www.calhoungemtheatre.org.

STAFF REPORTS
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All NGRL locations closed, including curbside service
Due to current guidance from 

public health officials and in the 
interest of protecting the populations 
we serve, library officials are issuing 
the service modifications and 
suspensions below:

Effective immediately, beginning 
Wednesday, November 25, 2020, 
and continuing until the crisis in 
Whitfield, Gordon and Murray 
county areas has lessened.  The 
library will monitor the public 
health situation and reopen curbside 
services, book returns and outdoor 

computing as soon as it is possible 
to do so safely. The library staff and 
boards of trustees of the Northwest 
Georgia Regional Library wish 
you each a safe and enjoyable 
Thanksgiving holiday. 

Service Modifications:
•NGRL will waive fines for any 

items due to our library system 
during this time, and will not charge 
any additional fines for the duration.

•NGRL will provide expanded 
wireless access in the parking lot 
for patrons to use mobile devices 
in their vehicles. Please follow all 
social distancing rules in parking 

areas.
•All NGRL locations will be closed 

to the public, no curbside services or 
computing will be available after this 
Tuesday at 6PM close of business.

The library will continue to follow 
recommendations from public health 
officials and the Governor’s office 
as the crisis progresses. Library 
users can stay updated on changes 
to library services on our website at 
https://ngrl.org and our social media. 

For further information, please 
visit the website or contact Director 
Darla Chambliss  at dchambliss@
ngrl.org.

CONTRIBUTED

GEM offering Christmas favorites on the big screen

The grading system used by the 
Gordon County Health Department 
is: A: for food-safety excellence 
and applied to a 90 – 100 numerical 
score; B: for satisfactory compliance 
and applied to a 80 – 89 numerical 
score; C: for marginal compliance and 
applied to a 70 – 79 numerical score; 
U: for unsatisfactory and applied to 
a 69-or-below numerical score. If a 
food-service facility receives a C or 
U rating as a result of a routine 
inspection, environmental health staff 
will conduct a follow-up inspection 
to insure compliance. All routine 
inspections are unannounced and held 
twice a year. Consumers in Gordon 
County may contact the Environmental 
Health office of the Gordon County 
Health Department at 706-624-1444 
for more information.

Calhoun Coffee Company, 103 
South Wall Street, Calhoun

Date: Nov. 23, 2020
Current Score: 95/A
Last Score: 91/A (July 14, 2020)
Prior Score: 87/B (Oct. 15, 2019)

El Nopal, 179 Golden Circle, 
Calhoun

Date: Nov. 19, 2020
Current Score: 86/B
Last Score: 87/B (June 26, 2020)
Prior Score: 92/A (Aug. 27, 2019)

El Rayos, 360 South Piedmont 
Street, Calhoun

Date: Nov. 18, 2020
Current Score: 97/A
Last Score: 84/B (July 8, 2020)
Prior Score: 88/B (July 22, 2019)

Estela’s Taqueria, 802 North Wall 
Street, Calhoun

Date: Nov. 20, 2020
Current Score: 99/A
Last Score: 75/C (Nov. 13, 2020)
Prior Score: 89/B (July 6, 2020)

STAFF REPORTS

Gordon County 
Restaurant Inspections 
through Nov. 23, 2020



Betty Jo Cantrell
Betty Jo (Westbrook) 

Cantrell, 86, of Calhoun, 
died Sunday, Nov. 22, 
2020 after several years 
of declining health. She 
was born on May 2, 
1934 in Alabama City, 
Ala. to the late Holbert 
M. Westbrook and Vera 
Burns. She was preceded 
in death by her loving 
husband of 68 years 
Robert W. Cantrell; sons, 
Terry Cantrell and Jony Cantrell; sisters, Mary 
Korzenok and Joyce Hillhouse.

She was a member of Plainview Baptist Church.
She is survived by her sister, Cherly Wilson of 

Jasper; six grandchildren; 11 great grandchildren; 
several other relatives; longtime friends Richard and 
Faye Chastain and family.

The family will receive friends on Wednesday, 
Nov. 25, 2020 from 10 a.m. until the service hour 
of 1 p.m. from the chapel of Max Brannon and 
Sons Funeral Home, with Rev. Gary Hibberts and 
Rev. Winford Casey officiating. Pallbearers include 
Richard Chas, Kerry Hobgood, Danny Riker, Zach 
McDougle, Robert Davis, and Alan McDougle. 
Burial will follow in Plainview Baptist Church 
Cemetery.

To leave condolences and sign the online guest 
book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Betty Jo (Westbrook) Cantrell.

Shawn Collins
Mr. Shawn Basil 

Collins, age 47, of 
Calhoun, departed this 
life on Saturday Nov. 21, 
2020. He was born e was 
born in Orange County, 
Florida, a son of the late 
William Hansford and 
Alta Thacker Collins.

He is survived by 
his son Gage Collins; 
daughters, Triston Orton, 
Lacey Stewart; brother, 
Michael Collins of Wise, Va.; sisters and brother-
in-law, Marie and Jeremy Garlin of Knoxville, 
Tenn., Christal Collins of Myrtle Beach, S.C., Tracy 
Collins of New Port News, Va.

Memorial service will be held at a later date.  
Due to the National health crisis and the Covid-

19 virus, masks must be worn properly at all 
times and social distancing must be observed when 
visiting the funeral home.

Condolences may be expressed to the family at 
pondersfuneralhome.com

Arrangements by, Ponders Melrose Chapel 138 
Melrose Drive Dalton, GA 30721, 706-226-4002

Everett Nix
M. Everett Nix, age 83, of Calhoun, passed away 

on Nov. 21, 2020 at AdventHealth Gordon.
Everett was born on Jan. 3, 1937 in Gordon 

County, son of the late Bailey Nix and Ruby 
McDearis Nix. In addition to his parents, Everett 
is also preceded in death by: two brothers, Bailey 
“Gene” Nix and John Nix and his wife Barbara 
Fischer Nix; and daughter-in-law, Amy Nix.

Everett was a lifetime resident of Gordon County 
and attended House of Prayer Baptist Church. Prior 
to his retirement, he was employed by Georgia 
Textile. Everett was a hot rod enthusiast and well 
known for his automotive paint and body repair. 
He was a hardworking man who loved his family 
and his church where he held many positions in the 
church from Sunday school teacher, choir director 
and pianist.

Everett is survived by: his wife, Pat Johnston 
Nix; son, Scott Nix; granddaughter, Morgan Ann 
Smith; sister-in-law, Mary Nix; special friend, Ann 
Shugart; and several nieces and nephews.

The family would like to give special thanks 
to the nurses, doctors, and staff at AdventHealth 
Gordon ICU and PCU.

Funeral Services will be conducted on Wednesday, 
Nov. 25, 2020 at 2 p.m. from the Chapel of 
Thomas Funeral Home with Reverend Isaac Johns 
and Brother Scott Nix officiating. Interment will 
follow in Chandler Cemetery with Reverend Daniel 
Brown and Reverend Mike Winchester in charge of 
graveside rites.

Pallbearers serving include: Curtis Snodgrass, 
Sammy Lewis, Manuel Hernandez, Clifford Mattos, 
Phillip McDaniel, and Keith Puckett.

Honorary Pallbearers include: Mike and Kay 
Young, Kimberly Lewis, Wanda Hernandez, friends, 
neighbors, co-workers, and church members.

The family received friends on Tuesday, Nov. 24, 
2020 from 3 – 6 p.m. at Thomas Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers donations in memory of 
Everett may be made to House of Prayer Baptist 

Church at P.O. Box 2541, Calhoun, GA 30703 or to 
Cannanland Baptist Church c/o Isaac Johns at 2395 
Henry Gallman Road, Resaca, GA 30735.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of M. Everett Nix.

Billy Owens
Billy Ray Owens, age 84, of Calhoun, passed 

away on Friday, Nov. 20, 2020 at his residence.
Billy was born on June 24, 1936 in Gordon 

County, son of the late James Houston Owens and 
Mattie Lee Hammontree Owens. In addition to his 
parents, Billy was also preceded in death by: a son-
in-law, David D. Bagley; two brothers, J.L. Owens 
and Paul Owens; and two sisters, Opal Puckett and 
Erma Puckett.

Billy is survived by: his wife, Imogene Bell 
Owens; son, Danny Ray Owens and his wife Verna; 
two daughters, Joy Elaine Owens West and her 
husband Terry and Cindy Theresa Owens Bagley; 
sister, Sara Lowery; six grandchildren; and one 
great-grandchild.

Services to celebrate the Life of Billy Ray Owens 
will be conducted Sunday, Nov. 29 at 3 p.m. from 
the graveside at Hopewell Cemetery with Rev. Mark 
Owens Officiating.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Billy Ray Owens.

Melissa Pinyan
Melissa Darlene 

(Dale) Pinyan, 52, of 
Calhoun, went home 
to be with her Lord on 
Saturday, Nov. 21, 2020, 
at her residence while 
surrounded by her loving 
family.

Melissa was born in 
Gordon County on July 6, 
1968, daughter of James 
(Jimmy) Dale Jr. and 
Shirley Ann Parker. She 
was a 1986 graduate of Fairmount High School and 
received her Bachelor’s in Education Degree from 
Dalton State College in 2014. She was employed 
by the Calhoun City Schools as a teacher. Prior 
to becoming a teacher, she was employed by DWI 
Holdings and Crown Crafts and was a member of 
Calhoun First Baptist Church.

Survivors include her husband, Keith Lamar 
Pinyan, to whom she was married for 34 years; two 
daughters, Ashley (Brandon) Cochran and Magen 
(Josh) Bagwell; grandchildren, LaShae Cochran and 
Gunner Bagwell; brother, Eric (Lisa) Dale; sister, 
Helen (Kelly) Perry, Shayne Roberson; grandmother, 
Eva Parker; sisters in law, Yvonne (Keith) Parker, 
Lisa (Todd) Poole, nieces, nephews, and other 
relatives.

A service to celebrate the life of Melissa Darlene 
Pinyan was held Monday, Nov. 23, 2020, at 4 p.m. 
at Calhoun First Baptist Church with Jason Hawkins 
officiating. Interment followed at Gordon Memorial 
Gardens. Pallbearers serving included Kevin Parker, 
Richie Parker, William Bryant, Matthew Waters, 
Stephen Waters, Bradley Mealor, Craig Mealor, and 
Anthony Pinyan.

The family received friends Sunday, Nov. 22, 
2020, at Calhoun First Baptist Church between the 
hours of 5 – 8 p.m. and on Monday, Nov. 23, 2020, 
from 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

The family asks that in lieu of flowers, 
contributions can be made to St. Jude Children’s 
Medical Research Hospital, l 501 St. Jude Place, 
Memphis TN 38105 orhttp://www.stjude.org/ in 
memory of Melissa.

Online condolences may be expressed and the 
guest book signed at www.maxbrannonandsons.com.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Melissa Darlene (Dale) Pinyan.

Casey Tate
Casey Blaine Tate, 

35, of Raleigh, N.C., 
formerly of Calhoun, 
died suddenly on 
Wednesday, Nov. 18, 
2020 at his residence.

Casey was born 
in Gordon County on 
Jan. 28, 1985, son of 
Randy and Sandra Kirby 
Tate. He is preceded in 
death by his paternal 
grandparents,  John 
and Geneva Clark Tate; his maternal grandfather, 
Rayford Kirby; and aunt, Ann Brock Tate.

Casey was a 2003 graduate of Calhoun High 
School. He graduated West Georgia College with 
a degree in Marketing and Mass Communication 
in 2008. After college he worked for Star 94 with 
Cindy and Ray as “Producer Casey” on the morning 
show and later with Cindy and Jimmy for 8 years. 
In 2015, Casey moved to Raleigh as a Producer on 
the Gene and Julie morning show. For the last three 
years, Casey worked in real estate at DT&CO Real 
Estate. 

Casey was a bright light to the world. He was 
always smiling and making you laugh. He loved his 
family and his friends tremendously. He lived a life 
most people will never live. He got to travel and 
meet many celebrities. He lived life to the fullest 
with the biggest of hearts.

He is survived by his parents, Randy and Sandra 
Kirby Tate; sister and brother-in-law, Cameron and 
Nathan Roberts; brother and sister-in-law, Corey and 
Amy Tate; his fur babies, Dolly and Parton; nieces 
and nephews, Spencer Ford, Emily Roberts, Easton 
Tate, Mia Tate and Caroline Tate; grandmother, 
Dimple Blalock Kirby; aunts and uncles, Joyce 
Blackstock, Patricia Frix, Michael and Camilla 
Langston, Ronnie and Pam Clark and Calvin Tate. 
Several cousins and other relatives also survive.

A service to celebrate Casey’s life was held 
on Monday, Nov. 23, 2020 at South Calhoun 
Baptist Church with Rev. Eddie Brannon officiating. 
Interment followed at Haven of Rest Memorial Park 
Cemetery. Pallbearers serving included Spencer 
Ford, Matthew Blackstock, Shane Tinch, Jamie 
Kirby, Eric Tate, Darrin Langston and Brett Wright.

The family received friends on Sunday, Nov. 22 
at Max Brannon & Sons Funeral Home between the 
hours of 5 – 8 p.m. 

Due to the National health crisis and the COVID 
19 virus, masks must be worn properly at all times 
and social distancing must be observed when visiting 
the funeral home and the church.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Casey Blaine Tate.

Glynn Tindall
Glynn Eugene Tindall, 

born Sept. 25, 1938, 
went home to be with 
his Lord and Savior on 
Nov. 21, 2020, at the age 
of 82. His beloved wife 
of 60 years, Gwen Mize 
Tindall, and his adoring 
children were by his side. 
He is survived by his 
children Kathy Urbanick 
(Greg) of Cartersville, 
David Tindall (Suzy) of 
Huntsville, Ala., and Christy Waters (Tim) of Tulsa, 
Okla. He is also survived by his grandchildren, in 
whom he delighted, Zachary Sherwin (Leah), Wes 
Sherwin, Jonathan Tindall, Matthew Tindall, David 
Waters, Hannah Waters, and great-granddaughter 
Sophia Sherwin. He has surviving brothers J D 
Tindall, Franklin Tindall (Ginger); a sister, Mary 
Emma Brown (Clinton) and special brother-in-law 
and sister-in-law Sam and Jeanie Mize. He has many 
treasured nieces and nephews. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Johnny and Mary Annie Tindall 
and sister-in-law Jane Tindall.

He was a devoted husband, father, and Christian 
witness. At the Cancer Center, he met each person 
taking treatment and asked could he pray with them. 
No one ever refused. As a Gideon, he especially 
enjoyed giving Bibles to students in the local 
schools. He taught the Sportsman Sunday School 
Class at Belmont until he became sick. He loved 
singing in the choir and with the men’s ensemble 
Redeemed. He was a retired educator from DeKalb 
Technical College, enjoyed gardening, tending his 
flowers, and most of all giving away vegetables 
and watermelons to friends. He also enjoyed a good 
game of Rook or Mexican Train.

The family received friends on Monday, Nov. 23, 
2020, from 12 – 2 p.m. at Belmont Baptist Church. 
The funeral followed at 2 p.m. in the church. 
Pastor Stephen Williams, Rev. Jim Sellers, and 
Glynn’s children delivered eulogies. Treva Sellers 
had charge of the music. Honorary pallbearers 
were members of the Sportsman Class of Belmont 
Baptist Church. A private family burial followed in 
Chandler Cemetery. 

Many thanks and appreciation to Terrilyn 
Blackstock and the staff at AdventHealth Oncology 
who took such loving care of Glynn. They became 
forever friends. Dr. Maxwell Parrott and the 
wonderful staff at Tapestry Hospice gave us the 
advice, medicines, equipment, and loving care 
and concern, night or day that we needed for this 
difficult journey.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to 
Gideons International, P.O. Box 1254, Calhoun, GA 
30701 in Glynn’s memory.

Online condolences may be expressed and the 
guest book signed at www.maxbrannonandsons.com.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Glynn Eugene Tindall
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Get ready family for 
Friday, Jan. 15, 2021 
and Saturday, Jan. 16, 
2021 as The Basement 
hosts guest speaker 
and musical artist Eric 
Gilmour. 

Gilmour is an author, 
itinerant minister and 
musician, seeking to 
bring the Church into 
a deeper experience of 
Jesus. He believes that 
experiencing God at all 
times is the very source 
of the authentic Christian 
life. Gilmour has written 
multiple dozens of books, 
released countless songs 
and shared hundreds 
of videos on YouTube 
which have challenged 
innumerable believers 
to seek and find Jesus 
through continual rest in 

His presence. 
Doors will open 

at 6 p.m. and ALL are 
welcome. The Basement 
is located at 903D South 
Wall Street Calhoun. 

Make sure you invite 
family and friends and 
pack the house for an 
amazing night of worship 
and Gods presence.
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING EVERYONE

I wanted to write 
about being thankful, 

but wasn’t sure where to 
start. So my unofficial 
At ten t ion  Def ic i t 
Disorder (A.D.D.) kicks 
in, and I started thinking 
about things sitting 
around in my living room 
that I’m thankful for. 

The first thing I 
thought of was an old 
typewriter that belonged 
to my Nanny. When my 
family was cleaning 
things out of her house, 
they brought it and some 
other things down here 
for when they would 
have an estate sale. For 
whatever reason, the old 
typewriter didn’t make it 
to the sale. First of all, it 

causes me to be thankful 
for my parents and 
grandparents. They all 
taught me the importance 
of working hard. Nothing 
was handed to any of 
them. Still there was 
never a time that I can 
remember doing without 
the things we needed. 
It’s a legacy that I hope 
to pass on to those that 
I have been able to help 
over the years.

The second thing 
I would mention is my 
television. This is kind 
of ironic, because I 
hardly ever watch it. I 
watched the last one I 
had for about ten years. 

It was my first tubeless 
TV. The one I have now 
is larger, and much nicer. 
It’s a Smart TV. There’s 
so much about it that 
makes it better than the 
one I had, if I only knew 
how to utilize all of it. 

It reminds me that 
things change over time. 
While I don’t think 
that there’s anything 
more simple than things 
were in the past, I do 
believe there’s a lot 
more convenience. I’m 
thankful for that. 

Lastly, I speak of 
one of the most favorite 
things in my house. It’s a 
twelve inch sculpture of 

the Thomas Blackshear 
painting “Forgiven.”  
The painting is of Jesus 
holding up a young, 
exhausted man who is 
holding a hammer in 
one hand and a nail in 
the other. The young 
man is a representation 
of me, and you. It was 
our sin, and His love 
for us, that held Jesus 
on the Cross. His death 
on the Cross, His burial 
and His resurrection 
were necessary for our 
forgiveness. 

This was written 
to go along with the 
painting… “Forgiveness 
is the greatest gift and 

most profound joy we 
can ever experience. In 
Christ’s arms of love we 
find rest for our weary 
hearts, freedom from 
shame, and hope for a 
glorious future. You can 
be forgiven! Simply turn 
your heart toward Jesus. 
Confess your need for 
Him and allow the blood 
of His sacrifice to cover 
every part of your life.”

Hopefully we will all 
be able to look around 
this  Thanksgiving, 
and recognize people 
and things that we are 
thankful for. 

We are truly blessed.

Randy Muse
Antioch Baptist Church 

Youth Minister
rmuse1@yahoo.com
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ONGOING 
-Philadelphia Christian School is 

located off Highway 41 between Calhoun 
and Adairsville. The school offers 4-year-old 
kindergarten through 12th grade, using the 
A-Beka curriculum. To find out more about 
the school, call the office at 706-625-3233.

-Faith Deliverance Ministry and 
Outreach will be taking donations of clothes, 
shoes, also all house hold items to help needy 
families. Call Minister Evelyn Adams at 706-
671-7988. 

-Celebrate Recovery, a faith based 
12-step program, meets every Tuesday at 
6 p.m. at Relevate Church in Ranger off 
411. Call Nicole for information: 706-979-
4713/706-290-8028.

-East Calhoun Church of God, at 401 
Peters Street, gives out groceries and clothing 
through the “Feed the Needy” ministry each 
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The 
church hosts a miracle healing service every 
first Friday at 7 p.m. For more information, 
contact “Feed the Needy” ministry director 
Florence Jones at 706-409-1981. Senior pastor 

is Keith Reid. 

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Fairmount United Methodist Church-

Loving One Another To Christ. Sunday 
School at 10 a.m.; Worship Service at 
11 a.m. Children’s Church provided. New 
Minister now Leading. New programs and 
community outreach coming soon.

-Pastor Terry Reisner invites everyone 
to the Vision Pentecostal Ministry located at 
401 South Wall Street in Calhoun. Come hear 
the truth of God’s Word Sundays at 11 a.m.

--Pine Chapel United Methodist 
Church, located at 2232 Pine Chapel Road 
in Resaca, “A place to begin, belong and 
become.” Sunday School, 10:15 a.m.; Worship, 
11 a.m. Pastor Louise W. Elmore.

-Resaca Assembly of God, located at 
904 Resaca Lafayette Rd NW, would like 
to welcome everyone to please come and join 
in worship and meet our Pastor Steve Burns 
and his lovely wife Cathy. Sunday school at 10 
a.m., worship service on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 
6 p.m.. Everyone is invited.

Rock Bridge Community Church - Calhoun, located at  905 Curtis 
Parkway, will be giving away 100 food bags and toiletry / self care bags 
at the church tomorrow, Wednesday, Nov. 25, beginning at 6 p.m. It is 
first come/ first serve and will end at 7 p.m. The church will also have 
Thanksgiving dinner bags that will be given out to the first 25 people in 
line.

Food Giveaway at 
Rock Bridge today

Church Calendar

The Basement to host 
Eric Gilmour Jan. 15-16

Celebrate Christmas with the Belmont Baptist Handbell Choir on 
Monday, December 7 or Tuesday, December 8 at 7 pm. at the GEM 
Theatre. 

The group will ring a variety of secular Christmas songs and beloved 
Carols. 

Tickets are free, but you must reserve a ticket at calhoungemtheatre.org 
because of social distancing limited seating. Each family is encouraged 
to bring a bag of groceries to help feed those in need through the Blewer 
Food Bank. 

2020 marks the Ten Year Anniversary of this special event. Get your 
tickets soon. 

Merry Christmas!

Belmont Baptist 
Handbell Choir  

to host 10th annual  
Christmas concert  
at the GEM Theatre

STAFF REPORTS
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Cash Flow with Joe: Learn to rest, not quit

I am so sore right now. 
And I have been all week. 
That’s because we have two 
things going on at the gym. 
First, we are having a team 
competition to see who can 
achieve the highest average 
max effort points, or MEPs, 
this month. These points are 
calculated based off what 
range your heart rate is in as 
compared to your calculated 
max heart rate, along with 
the time spent in each range 

during your workout. In 
other words, the harder and 
longer you work out, the 
more MEPs you get.

So, in the past five days, 
not only have I gone to my 
four regular gym workouts, 
but I’ve also been on a 
five-mile trail run, a hike 
to Keown Falls and then 
another hike around Fort 
Mountain. Now, the hikes 
were impromptu because 
of the leaves changing, but 
I may have pushed Ashley 
and the kids a little harder 
trying to earn more MEPs 
— not too hard, though. We 
still had a great time.

Besides the competition, 
this week was also 
assessment week at the 
gym. That’s something 
our trainers do once a 
quarter to grade us on how 
we are doing. It’s made 
up of a handful of max 
effort exercises, like how 
many pushups, squats and 
then situps you can do in 
a minute, and then some 

routines where you see 
how many rounds you can 
do in a  specified period. 
For instance, on one of the 
routines, you count how 
many rounds of five pullups, 
10 pushups and 15 squats 
you can do in 20 minutes.

And after doing those 
assessments, I’m sore from 
head to toe and everywhere 
in between.

Something funny 
happened to me this week, 
though. It happened during 
a routine that included using 
a rowing machine to row a 
specific distance as fast as 
we could. If you’ve never 
seen a rowing machine, it 
has a little seat that slides 
backward while you pull a 
bar-type handle toward your 
chest. You extend your body 
backward as you push your 
legs forward.

This movement mimics 
what people do when 
rowing a boat competitively, 
and it really gets your whole 
body in motion.

On my second round, 
I was going really hard. 
And when I pulled back 
and extended my legs, my 
rear end lifted off the seat 
enough for it to stop sliding 
with me. Consequently, 
when I came back down, I 
landed square on the bar that 
the seat slides on.

That left a mark.
Your feet also get 

strapped in when you are on 
a row machine. So, at that 
point I was sitting painfully 
on this little bar, off balance 
from my rowing, and I 
couldn’t hold myself up or 
get my feet free.

Yep… I fell to the floor 
with my feet still in the 
stirrups.

I wished we would have 
gotten it on film because 
it would have been funny 
to watch. Everyone else 
enjoyed it. My workout 
buddy Katie Derrick told 
another friend — and I 
quote — “It was epic!”

So, when I say I’m 

sore from head to toe and 
everywhere in between, I 
mean it. And not only am I 
sore, but I’m also worn out 
from going so hard all week. 
And these factors have me 
contemplating whether I 
should work out tomorrow 
or rest.

Being tired, sore and 
beat up is not something 
that just happens in the 
gym. It also happens to new 
and experienced investors 
alike. Interestingly, when 
I was teaching the REIA 
in Cartersville recently, I 
got asked why I thought so 
many people spend so much 
time, effort and money in 
real estate investing only to 
quit.

From my perspective, 
more often than not, people 
get tired from putting in 
lots of effort and not seeing 
results as quickly as they 
would like. They then get 
sore and probably start 
associating with others who 
are sore, too. And before 

long, they all quit.
I saw a cool quote 

recently that said, “If you 
get tired, learn to rest. Not 
quit.”

Getting tired is going 
to happen. It took Ashley 
and me two full years of 
steady door knocking before 
we landed our first deal. It 
would have been easy for 
us to get tired and quit. But 
instead, we learned when 
and where to rest. When? 
When we got exhausted. 
Where? Around other 
positive people who were 
going in the same direction 
we were. That practice kept 
us motived, recharged our 
batteries, and made sure we 
never quit.

If we can do it, so can 
you. Learn to rest, not quit.

Joe and Ashley English 
buy houses and mobile 
homes in Northwest Georgia. 
For more information or to 
ask a question, go to www.
cashflowwithjoe.com or call 
Joe at 678-986-6813.

Joe & Ashley English
Owners of Focus 

Property Solutions, LLC
focuspropertysolutionsllc 

@gmail.com

FINANCIAL FOCUS: Financial moves for the recently divorced

Divorce is common in 
our society, but that doesn’t 
make it any easier to 
navigate. If you’ve recently 
finalized a divorce, you’ve 
likely been coping with 
uncertainty and tension, but 
you can still avoid turning 

an already difficult situation 
into one that’s even more 
challenging. How? By 
making the right financial 
and investment moves, 
including the following:

•Establish your separate 
financial presence. Even 
when you were married, you 
and your spouse might have 
maintained some separate 
accounts. But if you only 
had joint accounts, now is 
the time to open your own 
checking, savings and credit 
accounts. 

• Update your budget. 
It’s likely your budget needs 
updating. Your household 
income may be lower or 
may need to be adjusted 
for alimony or child 
support (paid or received). 
Additionally, your living 
expenses may have shifted, 

either higher because you’re 
no longer splitting expenses 
such as housing or utilities, 
or possibly lower because 
you’re no longer supporting 
your ex’s spending habits. 
Understanding your new 
budget will help you feel 
better informed about your 
financials options and more 
in control of your new 
situation.

 • Prioritize emergency 
savings. Divorce is 
expensive and may have 
depleted your savings. To 
get back on your feet, you 
may want to build an easily 
accessible source of funds for 
unexpected drops in income 
and/or spikes in expenses. If 
you’re not retired, you may 
want to keep three to six 
months’ worth of expenses 
in emergency savings, 

although even much smaller 
amounts can boost your 
feelings of financial security. 

•Evaluate your retirement 
plan contributions. When 
you were married, you 
may have been counting 
on sharing resources and 
expenses with your spouse 
in retirement. But now, you 
may be solely responsible 
for your retirement, so if you 
can afford it, you may want 
to ramp up your retirement 
plan contributions. You may 
want to consult a financial 
professional about setting 
and achieving new goals.  

•Think about Social 
Security. Your divorce could 
play a role in the benefits 
you can receive. Once you 
are eligible for benefits, if 
you were married at least 
10 years and you haven’t 

remarried, you might be 
able to receive up to 50% of 
your ex-spouse’s benefits, 
offset by your own benefit. 
If your ex passes away and 
you haven’t remarried (or 
you remarry only after age 
60), you could receive 100% 
of their benefit in place of 
your own. This could be 
beneficial if your ex-spouse 
had a higher income or 
spent longer in the labor 
force. Since rules can be 
complicated, contact your 
local Social Security office 
to better understand your 
situation, and keep a record 
of your ex’s Social Security 
number. 

•Review your 
beneficiary designations 
and legal documents. You’ll 
likely need to revise the 
beneficiary designations on 

your retirement accounts 
and life insurance policies. 
These designations carry a 
lot of weight and can even 
supersede the instructions in 
your will. And, speaking of 
your will, you’ll likely need 
to revise it too, along with 
other legal documents, such 
as a living trust. Consult 
with your legal professional 
to make these revisions.  

It can feel like a long 
road to stability after a 
divorce – but by following 
the above suggestions, you 
may be able to make the 
trip a little less bumpy – and 
hopefully shorter – as well. 

This article was written 
by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Edward 
Jones, Member SIPC

Dewayne Bowen
Financial Advisor  
at Edward Jones
dewayne.bowen@
edwardjones.com

Finance 



Most Georgia elementary students are 
more than three generations removed from 
farming. These students don’t know how 
farmers grow their food, cotton for clothes 
or trees for paper products and buildings.

The Georgia Foundation for Agriculture 
created The Georgia Ag Experience to 
give students who’ve never visited a farm 
a virtual field trip that will teach them 
about Georgia agriculture. The Georgia Ag 
Experience is a 36-foot mobile classroom 
dedicated to showcasing agriculture in 
local communities across the state. 

The Georgia Ag Experience uses 
technology and digital learning to enable 
students in grades 3 through 5 to take a 
deep dive into seven different Georgia 
agriculture commodities. The mission of 
the Georgia Ag Experience is to inspire 
the next generation using agriculture and 
STEM- based educational programs.

Nearly 500,000 Georgia children live 
in low-income communities. Schools in 
these communities will need help to cover 
the $250 daily cost-of-operation fee to 
bring the mobile ag classroom to their 
students.

As Georgians support their favorite 
causes this Giving Tuesday, Dec. 1, the 

foundation asks them to consider raising 
money for its Mobile Ag Ed School 
Assistance Fund. Donations could help 
a student learn that cows don’t produce 
chocolate milk, that peanuts don’t grow 
on trees and that farmers are their friends.

Visit www.georgiaagexperience.
org/2020-giving-tuesday.cms to learn 
more and make a donation today. A 
donation of $100 or more qualifies the 
donor for a Georgia Ag Experience t-shirt. 
Donations may also be mailed to Georgia 
Foundation for Agriculture 1620 Bass 
Road Macon, Ga. 31210.

This Black Friday, chose waterfalls 
over online malls by joining the 
#OptOutside movement. Created by 
retailer REI, the national initiative 
encourages Americans to improve 
their well-being through outdoor 
experiences. Georgia’s State Parks and 
Historic Sites have plenty of trails and 
lakes to provide inspiration. An added 
bonus is working off that pumpkin pie, 
plus state parks are open Thanksgiving 
Day as well. Below are five ways to 
#OptOutside and breath in fresh air.

 General Coffee State Park
Make friends with goats, sheep, 

chickens and a horse while strolling 
around this park’s Heritage Farm. 
For a bit more exercise, hike nearly 
three miles along river trails to enjoy 
wetlands and woods.

Victoria Bryant State Park 
Hike up to eight miles through 

beautiful forests and along a rushing 

stream at this quiet park in northeast 
Georgia. Small ponds are open for 
fishing, and an 18-hole golf course 
offers challenging play.

Kolomoki Mounds State Park
Get your heart pumping as you climb 

to the top of an ancient earthen mound, 
imagining life more than 1,000 years 
ago. This park protects the oldest and 
largest Woodland Indian site in the 
Southeast.

Elijah Clark State Park 
Bundle up to go boating on one of 

the largest lakes in the Southeast, or 
take a nature walk through this small, 
quiet park.

Don Carter State Park 
More than 14 miles of trails are open 

for hiking, biking and even horseback 
riding, with plenty of choices for long 
or short outings. If paddling is more 
your style, explore the northern coves 
of sparkling Lake Lanier.

Most Georgia State Parks offer 
rental cabins, modern campgrounds 
and “glamping” yurts for extended 
visits. Park rangers recommend 
making reservations far in advance, 

particularly for holidays.
Find additional locations to explore 

on GaStateParks.org, and learn more 
about #OptOutside from REI.com/opt-
outside.
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Calf Health Tips

Gordon County is 
home to approximately 
10,000 brood cows. That 
makes beef production 
a major industry in 
our area. With that 
many cows in breeding 
herds, the result will be 
hopefully just as many 
calves being born. 

The health of the 
offspring is very 
important because these 
calves will be the animals 
sold down the road and 
also replacement heifers 
to keep a herd productive. 

Keep in mind that 
cattle producers should 
not expect to know all calf 
health issues, the causes 
and all the treatments. A 
producer’s goal should 

be to accurately identify 
and know the difference 
in normal and abnormal 
behavior and physical 
characteristics of a calf. 
This knowledge can make 
sure a cattle producer 
gives the calf timely and 
accurate treatment to aid 
calf recovery time. 

The article today will 
give tips on how you 
can keep calves healthy. 
I will share information 
from a UGA publication 
by Jillian Bohlen, 
UGA Department of 
Animal and Emmanuel 
Rollin, UGA College of 
Veterinary Medicine.

Many farmers are 
experienced to handle 
many situations in a 
cow herd, but it is very 
important to have an 
established relationship 
with a veterinarian 
that can help you with 
livestock issues. A vet 
will be aware of signs 
of illness and gave help 
in giving treatment 
steps. Veterinarians 
should have knowledge 
of illness issues more 
common for the area and 
can help develop plans 
to reduce these issues in 
your herd.

Years ago, another 

UGA staff member and I 
did a few simple classes 
on items a cattle producer 
should have on hand in 
case of an emergency 
with a calf. Mot items 
can be found at local 
farm supply stores.

The key is to already 
have them on hand since 
stores do not stay open 
24 hours a day. A few 
things you may want to 
have is oral electrolytes 
that may help a calf that 
is dehydrated. Probiotics 
can help restore gut 
microbes and health. 
Supplemental B vitamins 
can help support 
appetite, metabolism and 
energy production in a 
calf. There are nutrient 
packed drenches that can 
help restore nutrients 
that a calf may have lost 
or for a calf that is not 
eating too. 

Our information adds 
that a stethoscope can 
help listen for  heart 
rates and lung sound if 
you are verse in how to 
properly use. 

I will add that if you 
use any of the products 
mentioned above, you 
must read the labeled 
directions and follow 
directly. Misuse can be 

bad for the animal.
Observing ca l f 

behavior can be a help in 
determining if something 
is going wrong health 
wise with an animal. I 
think you daily or even 
multiple times a day 
should check the herd. 
When it is calving 
season, farmers are 
constantly checking the 
herd. Simply observing 
calf behavior is a good 
practice for identifying 
calf health issues early. 

Our information 
states that changes in 
behavior are frequently 
the first observation 
made to warrant further 
investigation of physical 
characteristics. 

Again,  behavior 
changes are assessed 
best and most accurately 
when animals are 
checked frequently. A 
normal calf will be bright 
and alert and normally 
will respond to sudden 
changes and movements. 

Note, calves will 
have different behavior 
related to the animal’s 
daily routine. Our info 
gives an example of 
higher activity when 
the calf expects to feed 
and lower activity after 

a meal. There are a 
few characteristics of 
abnormal calf behavior 
such as the calf being 
dull and listless with 
slowed and staggered 
response to stimulus. 

Another abnormal 
behavior would be lack 
of appetite. If the calf is a 
bottle calf, this could be 
a reduction in drinking 
speed. You also may see 
a calf that lags behind 
the group when the cow 
herd is moving. 

If you are close to 
a calf with abnormal 
behavior, the animal may 
be grinding their teeth 
and also have dull eyes, 
dropped head, lowered 
ears and even a tucked 
tail. 

Our information 
states that cattle can be 
good at hiding the early 
symptoms of disease so 
someone experienced 
with observing both 
healthy and sick calves 
is important. They can 
identify calves that need 
more attention. Note that 
calves can change their 
behavior if they know 
they are being observed.

Today I will not be 
able to go into much 
detail about physical 

charac ter i s t ics  to 
investigate, but we will 
discuss a few. 

First, there are normal 
vital statistics for calves. 
Normal temperatures 
should be in the 100.0 
to 102.5 F range. Heart 
or pulse rate should be 
in the 100-140 beats per 
minute. Respiratory rates 
should be in the 30-60 
breaths per minute. I 
know on our family farm 
if I have an issue with 
a calf my vet will ask 
if I have checked the 
animal’s temperature. 
I will keep a digital 
thermometer just for 
livestock on hand. In a 
future article, we will 
go into more detail on 
physical signs for animal 
health.

Conducting physical 
examinations may be 
aided by the experience 
of the person doing these 
activities. If anyone 
would like to have the 
UGA publication on this 
topic as a resource, let 
me know. 

For information, 
contact  Extension- 
Gordon County at 706-
629-8685 or email 
gbowman@uga.edu. 

Greg Bowman
Gordon County 
Extension Agent

gbowman@uga.edu

GORDON GROWN

www.gordongazettega.com

#OptOutside for a Peaceful Black Friday:  
Visit Waterfalls Instead of Online Malls

GEORGIA DNR

Please consider 
Georgia Ag Experience  
for this year’s Giving 

Tuesday Gifts
GEORGIA FARM BUREAU
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HEALTH NEWS

GGeorgia has earned 
an “F’’ grade for its 
rising rate of preterm 
births, according to a 
newly released report.

The 2020 March of 
Dimes Report Card, 
released this week, 
said the state’s rate of 
preterm births, often 
called premature births, 
climbed to 11.7 percent 
in 2019, continuing 
a steady climb from a 
bottom of 10.7 percent 
in 2013.

It’s the second straight 
year that Georgia has 
received a failing grade 
in the report.

For the fifth year in 
a row, the U.S. preterm 
birth rate increased, 
reaching to 10.2 percent 
of births, earning the 
nation a “C-” grade in this 
year’s report, compared 
to last year’s “C.”

Preterm birth rates 
have worsened in 39 
states and Washington, 
D.C., the report noted.

Nationally, more than 
30,000 babies every 
month are born preterm, 
before 37 weeks of 
pregnancy have elapsed. 

Being born too early is 
the largest contributor to 
infant death. And babies 
who survive an early 
birth often face serious 
and lifelong health 
problems, including 
breathing problems, 

vision loss, cerebral 
palsy and intellectual 
delays.

Black women in 
Georgia and nationally 
have higher percentages 
of preterm births, the 
March of Dimes report 
shows.

Nationally, women 
of color are up to 50 
percent more likely to 
give birth preterm, and 
their children face up to a 
130 percent higher infant 
death rate. Disparities 
in preterm birth rates 
have increased over the 
past several years in the 
United States, the March 
of Dimes report said.

In Georgia, African-
American women had the 
highest rates of infant 
mortality at 11.1 per 
1,000 live births, while 
the statewide rate for all 
races actually declined 
to 7.1.

“Although there has 
been some incremental 
progress in advancing 
policies that will address 
better maternal and 
infant health care, this 
progress is not happening 
quick enough, and is 
tempered by increasing 
racial/ethnic health care 
disparities in preterm 
birth,” Stacey Stewart, 
president and CEO of 
March of Dimes, said in 
a statement.

Factors  causing 
preterm births include a 
lack of health insurance. 
The report found that 
nearly 20 percent of 

Georgia women aged 
15-44 are uninsured, and 
15.2 percent of women in 
that age category live in 
poverty.

Another  major 
factor is limited access 
to supportive care 
before, during and after 
pregnancy.

Mothe r s  w i th 
various condit ions 
such as hypertension, 
p r e e c l a m p s i a , 
incompetent cervix 
(weakness of cervical 
tissues), and multiple 
gestation are at increased 
risk of delivering preterm 
and low-birthweight 
infants, said Merrilee 
Gober, an obstetrical 
nurse, attorney and 
a principal of Georgia 
Health Advocates.

“Prenatal care allows 
for the diagnosis and 
management of these 
conditions and many other 
conditions that can affect 
the long-term health of 
both mother and baby, 
thereby significantly 
reducing the risk of low-
birthweight, especially 
very low-birthweight, 
babies,’’ Gober said.

She said that in 
Georgia, 2,034 of 146,464 
births (1.38 percent) 
did not have prenatal 
care in 2008. Ten years 
later, that number was 
5,051 of 126,051 births 
(4 percent), meaning the 
rate has nearly tripled 
here in 10 years and 
is more than double 
the national rate of 1.8 

percent.

Southern figures 
particularly bad

Seven other states, 
all in the South or on 
its periphery, also 
received an “F’’ grade 
in the new March of 
Dimes report: Alabama, 
Arkansas,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina and West 
Virginia.

Six Georgia counties 
received grades for their 
preterm birth rates in 
the report. The highest 
grades were for Cobb and 
DeKalb counties, in metro 
Atlanta, with a ‘‘D+’’ 
for each.  Among other 
metro Atlanta counties, 
Gwinnett received a “D,’’ 
and Fulton and Clayton 
counties were graded “F.’’

The  city of Atlanta 
itself received a “D-” 

grade.
On the coast, Chatham 

County, home of 
Savannah,  rated an “F.’’

If a woman has had a 
preterm birth, she stands 
an increased chance of 
having another. Intervals 
between pregnancies 
also make a difference. 
Georgia mothers who 
have less than one year of 
spacing between delivery 
and the next pregnancy 
have a higher preterm 
birth rate.

In addition, access 
to obstetrical care is 
a problem in much 
of Georgia. Longer 
distances to birthing 
hospitals can increase 
chances for preterm birth, 
but just 59 of the state’s 
159 counties have labor 
and delivery units, and 
only about 75 hospitals in 
the state routinely deliver 

babies, the Georgia 
OBGyn Society said in 
2018.

Polly McKinney of 
advocacy group Voices 
for Georgia’s Children 
added Thursday that 
“parental health often 
affects infant health.”

She said that 
Georgia’s current effort 
to lengthen Medicaid 
coverage for mothers’ 
postpartum care from two 
months to six months, 
and a growing awareness 
of the disproportionate 
outcomes for black 
mothers and infants, 
will hopefully  succeed 
“not only in improving 
Georgia’s grade, but most 
importantly in saving the 
lives of our mothers.”

Andy Miller is the 
CEO and editor of 
Georgia Health News.

GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: Georgia  
gets another ‘F’ on preterm births

ANDY MILLER 
Georgia Health News

-Calhoun AA Group meetings. 
Monday, Wednesday and Saturday 
from 7 - 8 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday 
from 12 - 1 p.m. and Sunday 9:30 - 
10:30 a.m. Located at 318 North River 
Street, Calhoun, GA, 30701.

-Families Anonymous is a 12-step 
program, for those concerned about 
drug abuse and behavior problems 
of a relative or friend. Completely 
anonymous, non professional, and 
non religious. No dues, no fees. Not 
connected with any hospital or agency. 
Located on Red Bud Road in plaza 
below Fitness First, next to Calhoun 
Counseling Center (Dr. Bledsoe’s 
office). Meeting every Thursday 7 - 
8 p.m. Call 770-548-7849 for more 
information.

-The Life Choice Hospice 
Bereavement Support Group will be 
meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month. The support group is open to 
anyone in the community who would 
like to attend. The office and support 
group are located at 189 Professional 
Court, Suite 300, Calhoun. For 
Information, contact Jennifer at 706-
602-9001.

-BONDAGE BREAKERS - 
Breaking the chains of addiction one 
soul at a time. Every Thursday night 
at 7 p.m. at Crane Eater Community 
Church, located at 3168 Red Bud Rd 
Calhoun, GA 30701.

-The Georgia Chapter of the 
Alzheimer’s Association is sponsoring 
a monthly support group at Morning 
Pointe Assisted Living, 660 Jolly 
Road, on the third Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m. For more information 
or directions, call Mary Braden at 
770-548-4683 or Karen Parrott at 706-
346-5220. For more information about 
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease, call 
800-272-3900 or visit www.alz.org/
georgia.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-
on-one consultation program, 
offers education and information to 
primary caregivers of persons with 
dementia. Any primary caregiver who 
is caring for a loved one with dementia 
in the home is eligible to receive 
this program. To learn more about the 
Special Care Plus program, call 800-
272-3900.

-The Georgia Long-Term Care 
Ombudsman Program seeks to 
improve the quality of life for residents 

of long-term care facilities. For more 
information, call Linda Ann Daniel at 
1-866-565-8213 or 706-272-2158.

-The Alzheimer’s Association’s 
Caring Closet was created to help 
offset the high cost of incontinent 
products and give the families support 
they often desperately need. If you 
would like to visit the nearest Closet, 
call the chapter office to receive a 
flier with locations and hours. Morning 
Pointe in Calhoun has a Caring Closet; 
call Mary Braden at 706-629-0777.

-The Northwest Georgia 
Parkinson Disease Association, Inc., 
is offering a monthly support group for 
persons living with Parkinson Disease, 
their caregivers, family and friends. 
The support group will meet at Gordon 
Hospital; Conference Room A. For any 
questions about the support group and 
future meetings, call James Trussell at 
706-235- 3164 or 706-346-5678.

-Are you interested in losing 
pounds and inches? Join TOPS (Take 
Off Pounds Sensibly) for support and 
how-to information. Meetings are 
on Monday nights. Weigh-ins begin 
at 6 p.m., and group support and 
information starts at 7 p.m. at the 
Gordon County Senior Citizens Center, 
150 Cambridge Court, Calhoun. For 
more information, call 706-847-3306.

-Community volunteers are 

needed at Countryside Hospice 
Care, where the mission is to promote 
comfort and dignity at the end of 
life. The agency covers 26 Northwest 
Georgia counties between three offices 
in LaFayette, Rome, and Newnan. If 
you would like to participate in this 
rewarding program, call 706-638-7651 
or 1-800-660-7381.

-Discovering Hope, an autism 
support group for Northwest 
Georgia, meets the fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. at Friendship 
Baptist Church, Rocky Face. For more 
information, call Connie Post at 706-
673-7765 or www.discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection is a 
telephone support group especially 
for caregivers of loved ones with 
Alzheimer’s who cannot leave 
their homes because of care 
responsibilities. This support group 
is as close as the phone. Call 706-275-
0819 or 1-800-272-3900 and ask to be 
enrolled in Caring Connection.

-Grief Recovery Group for those 
who have lost loved ones and friends, 
receive support and guidance with the 
Four Tasks of Grieving. Cost is Free. 
Second Wednesday of each month at 
1 p.m. at Harris Radiation Therapy 
Center at Gordon Hospital. For more 
information or to RSVP, please call 
706.879.5850.

-The Compassionate Friends of 
Dalton and N.W. Georgia is part of 
a worldwide effort that has helped 
many families cope with the loss of 
a child and to honor our children’s 
memory. The Compassionate Friends 
meets on the third Thursday of each 
month from 7 to 9 p.m. at Evangelical 
Methodist Church (in the “Gathering 
Place” building), 1035 Abutment 
Road, Dalton (on the hill behind the 
old Lowe’s off Walnut Avenue). For 
more information, call Dawn at 706-
277-3312 or 706-264-4458 or e-mail 
dawnsisson@msn.com.

-SING (Surviving Infidelity 
Necessary to your Growth) has 
formed here. If you are experiencing 
difficulty in marriage and are looking 
for ways to survive, then you should 
come and be part of these meetings 
designed to help, encourage, and solve 
issues in a marriage that can lead to a 
promising future ahead for the entire 
family. For more information, call 
Iroka Moore at 706-629-2880.

-United Hospice is seeking 
volunteers who can help others 
through companionship, reading, 
sharing, and other small tasks. Give the 
gift of caring and enjoy the privilege 
of sharing in your local area. Call Dan 
Hogan at 706-602-9546 or 800-867-
7976.

Support Groups
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Education
WL Swain students use STEAM skills  

to host first annual Thanksgiving Day Parade

Students at WL Swain 
Elementary School have 
been practicing their 
STEAM skills. Students 
created projects based 
on the book Balloons 
Over Boadway by 
Melissa Sweet. It tells 
the true story of Tony 
Sarg, a puppeteer, who 
originally created the  
giant helium balloons of 
the Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Parade. As a child, Tony 
loved puppetry and 
making objects move. 
When he grew up, he 
became famous for his 
marionettes. Macy’s 
Department Store asked 
him to create a puppet 
parade display for the 
department store’s 
holiday window display. 
This was a huge success 
and led to the idea of 
a parade in the streets 
of New York City on 
Thanksgiving Day with 
Tony’s large balloon 
puppets. 

Tony worked hard to 
solve problems with the 
puppets and to develop 
innovative ways to 
display and use the giant 
figures. His creative ideas 
still delight us every 

Thanksgiving with the 
Macy’s Parade in New 
York City.

Students at Swain were 
asked to work through 
design steps (ask, imagine, 
plan, create, improve) to 
design their own balloon 
for the first annual W.L. 
Swain Thanksgiving Day 
Parade! It was a challenge 
to bring 2D characters to 
life on a 3D balloon. Many 
students had to revisit 
their plans to improve 
them once they started 
to work. Students also 
learned about Helium and 
participated in a science 
experiment to create a gas 
to inflate a balloon with 
carbon dioxide and used 
technology to explore 
parade history and the 
science of ballooning.

The W. L. Swain 
Thanksgiving Day Parade 
was held on Friday as 
students prepared for the 
Thanksgiving break. The 
parade came complete 
with its own Grand 
Marshall- Cody West, 
as students walked the 
hallsby homeroom classes 
viewing each of the hand-
crafted balloons.

Gordon County Schools 
joins W. L. Swain in 
wishing everyone a 
Happy Thanksgiving.

CONTRIBUTED
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Calhoun police are 
investigating an incident that 
occurred on Sunday, Nov. 
22, during the time a football 
tournament was being held 
at the Calhoun Recreation 
Department off of McDaniel 
Station Road.

According to the incident 
report, around 6:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, officers responded to 
a man who was unconscious 
in a vehicle on the property. 
Callers stated that gunshots 
had been heard in the area, 
and upon arrival officers 
were flagged down by a 
man who stated there was a 
shooting in the back parking 
lot. Officers heard screaming 
ear the football field, where 
a large crowd had gathered. 
Officers then noticed a man, 
identified as Tyre Hawkins, 
39, of Hillcrest Drive in 
Calhoun, lying unconscious on 
the ground beside his vehicle. 
The report notes that Hawkins’ 
pulse was light, and a man 
who identified himself as 
Sgt. Lindley from the Rome 
Fire Department was standing 
over Hawkins, attempting 
chest compressions on the 
man. The officer noticed 
that Lindley was not doing 
chest compressions correctly, 
and asked Lindley to move. 
Lindley did not move, and 
the officer removed Lindley’s 
hands from Hawkins body and 
began chest compressions. 
Hawkins then began to regain 
consciousness and started 
breathing. He was rolled onto 
his side in a recovery position, 

and EMS arrived on scene to 
take over medical care.

Lindley, who was still 
standing beside Hawkins, 
asked the officer if he was an 
EMT. Lindley was then asked 
to leave by officers, but refused 
to leave. He was told several 
times to leave, refusing, until 
officers threatened to put him 
in jail.

Once the scene was 
secure, a witness, who told 
officers he was a coach for 
one of the teams playing in 
the tournament, said he was 
close to the car that Hawkins 
was in; he heard the engine 
revving up and down and saw 
smoke coming from the car. 
He ran over to the car and 
tried to open the door and 
saw Hawkins slumped over 
and foaming at the mouth. 
The witness called for help, 
and another person arrived at 
the car with a football helmet, 
and they attempted to bust 
out a window but were not 
successful. Someone else 
showed up with a crowbar 
but was not able to bust out 
the window. Finally, another 
person had a gun and shot the 
window out on the passenger 
side of the car. Officers 
noted a bullet hole in the rear 
passenger’s window frame and 
another hole in the rear seat 
on the driver’s side. There 
were spent shell casings in the 
parking lot near the vehicle. It 
was determined that Hawkins 
was not hit by the bullets.

Hawkins was transported 
to AdventHealth Gordon, 
where his condition remains 
unknown at press time.

The incident wasn’t the 

first time the police had been 
called to the tournament. 
Earlier in the day, officers 
investigated a battery incident 
at the tournament. According 
to the incident report, officers 
were dispatched to the 
football fields in reference 
to a physical fight between 
a man and woman. Upon 
arrival, officers made contact 
with Anna McDonald on the 
sidelines. The officers were 
advised McDonald was struck 
and lost consciousness by one 
of the other teams coaches.

EMS was called for 
McDonald’s injuries. Officers 
were advised McDonald was 
struck by a man that left in 
silver passenger car with 
“coach” written on the rear 
window. The man was wearing 
a navy blue shirt, blue jeans 
and a blue hat with the letter 
“A” on the front. The man was 
not able to be located at the 
time of the report.

Multiple witnesses from 
McDonald’s sideline, the 
White County Warriors, said it 
was the coach from the other 
team, Top Gunz Gwinnett. 
Officers made contact with a 
man who identified himself 
as the coach of Top Gunz 
Gwinnett named Jose. Jose 
said McDonald spit on a kid 
on the field and he did not 
recall the male subject hitting 
McDonald. The report states 
that Jose would not cooperate 
with officers while asking 
about the man who allegedly 
struck McDonald. 

Officers viewed a video 
of footage of the incident by 
a witness. Officers showed 
the video to people on the 

Top Gunz sidelines to try to 
identify the man, but no one 
knew who the suspect was. 
Officers talked to the man 
who was referee during the 
incident. He said he observed 
the coach from the Warriors 
team, identified as Cleve 
McDonald, push on of the 
Top Gunz players. He said 
he did not see what occurred 
before the incident which 
caused McDonald to push the 
juvenile. The referee said that 
multiple subjects from both 
sidelines ran onto the field, 
and he saw Anna McDonald 
fall onto the ground but that 
he did not see who struck her.

Officers then spoke to 
Cleve McDonald about the 
incident. He said that a Top 
Gunz player pushed one of 
his players on the field, which 
started a fight between them. 
He said he was separating 
them when a man ran from 

the Top Gunz sidelines and 
“got into” his face. McDonald 
said that his wife attempted 
to separate them when she 
was struck in the face by the 
unknown man. 

Anna McDonald was asked 
if she wanted to file charges; 
she told officers she didn’t 
know what she wanted to do 
at that time. Officers filed the 
a report on the incident; no 
arrest was made. 

Less than 3 hours later, 
police were again dispatched 
to the field in reference to 
another fight involving the 
same Top Gunz Gwinnett team 
and another team, which was 
only verbal.

CPD shut down the 
tournament after the shooting 
incident and had teams leave 
the park. The incident remains 
under investigation.

STAFF REPORTS

To stay up to date on the latest community news, follow 
the Gordon Gazette on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!
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Law & Order
CPD investigating incident involving gun shots at Calhoun 

Rec during ball tournament Sunday; also looking into 
physical altercation in separate incident at tourney 

BRANDI OWCZARZ/Staff

Calhoun pol ice 
arrested a couple on theft 
charges after a possible 
overdose incident at 
Love’s Travel Stop 
Sunday evening.          

According to the 
incident report, just after 
6 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 
22, officers responded 
to Love’s Travel Stop 
on Belwood Road in 
reference to a man that 
had possibly overdosed. 
Upon arrival, officers 
found 33-year-old Justen 
Bowles, with an address 
listed as Fort Myers, 
Fla., lying beside a black 
Nissan Altima. EMS 
and fire personnel were 
providing aid to the man. 
There was also a female, 
identified as 37-year-
old Valerie Gardner, of 
Knoxville, Tenn., on 
the phone in front of 
the vehicle. The woman 
began walking toward 
the personnel providing 
aid, and officers advised 
her to get away and to 
stay in the grassy area in 
front of the vehicle. 

The tag of the Nissan 
was ran through dispatch 
and came back as stolen 
out of Knoxville, Tenn. 
on Nov. 21, 2020. 
Gardner was placed in 
handcuffs and placed in 

a patrol car. Upon search 
of the Nissan, a syringe 
with a clear substance 
was recovered from the 
driver floorboard and 
sent with EMS personnel 
to the hospital with 
Bowles. 

Officers attempted to 
talk to Gardner about the 
vehicle being stolen, but 
she responded that she 
did not wish to speak 
and wanted an attorney. 
While en route to the 
jail, Gardner said that 
the officer “took away all 
that stuff her mom just 
bought her,” referring 
to the items inside the 
vehicle.

Around 8:30 p.m. 
Sunday night, 911 advised 
officers that Bowles had 
been released from the 

hospital and was outside 
the ER entrance. Officers 
placed him under arrest; 
Bowles advised them he 
did not wish to speak in 
reference to the stolen 
vehicle. 

An employee of 
Love’s later found 
drugs in the parking 
lot where the stolen 
where the stolen vehicle 
was parked. A baggie 
containing a white 
powder-like substance 
and a baggie containing a 
gray, rock-like substance 
was recovered from the 
employee. 

Both Gardner and 
Bowles were charged 
with Theft by Receiving 
Stolen Property and 
Theft by Bringing Stolen 
Property into State.

STAFF REPORTS

Two arrested on theft 
charges after possible 

overdose incident at Love’s

GORDON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE/Special

From Left: Justen Bowles and Valerie Gardner 
The Calhoun Police 

Department is seeking 
the public’s help while 
they investigate several 
incidences of criminal 
damage to property that 
occurred on or just before 
Sunday, Nov. 22, on 
McConnell Road on the 
west side of the city.

According to the 
incident reports, officers 
responded to Cherokee 
Loft Apartments on 
Sunday, where multiple 
windows in the parking 
area of the apartment 
complex were damaged. A 
person with the apartment 
complex said that two 
fire extinguishers were 
missing; one from the 
open parking area and one 
from the closed parking 
area. Another person 
with Cherokee Loft 
Apartments said that the 
previous weekend, she had 
observed four windows 
damaged in the parking 
area but did not make a 
report. She stated she had 
been advised a total of 
six other fire extinguishers 
were missing from inside 
the apartment complex. 

Childress Marble, 
across the street from 

Cherokee Loft Apartments, 
also had windows that 
were broken. One fire 
extinguisher was found 
lying on the side of the 
fence in the parking lot 
of the business. Childress 
Marble had approximately 
$5,000 in damages due to 
the broken window. The 
owner of Childress Marble 
said that he did not believe 
anything was taken from 
the company.

Behind Cherokee 
Loft Apartments, eight 
windows at the Sample 
Factory appeared to be 
broken as well. Another 
fire extinguisher was 
found on the ground 
beside one of the broken 
windows. A Sample Factor 
manager said the value of 
the windows would be 
over $500, but didn’t know 
the exact cost to replace 
them. The manager told 
officers the windows were 
not broken on Friday when 
he left the building. 

Two of the fire 
extinguishers were 
found and both had been 
discharged. 

Also on Sunday, 
officers were dispatched 
to the apartments on Neal 
Street, behind the Sample 
Factory, in reference 
to someone writing 

something on vehicles. 
Upon arrival, officers 
found a white pickup 
truck that was covered in 
what appeared to be fire 
extinguisher foam. The 
complainant told officers 
he went to sleep inside his 
apartment around 10 p.m. 
on Saturday, Nov. 21, and 
the vehicle had not been 
sprayed; when he walked 
outside just before 1 p.m. 
on Sunday, he noticed that 
his car was covered in the 
foam. Officers also noticed 
a black passenger car 
which was also covered in 
what appeared to be fire 
extinguisher foam. 

While on the scene, a 
man approached officers 
and said that he was 
walking down Neal Street 
around 10:30 p.m. on 
Saturday night and noticed 
the vehicles were covered 
in the white foam. He 
said that around this time, 
he saw some kids riding 
cycles and walking close 
to the vehicles.

Neither of the vehicles 
was damaged.

Anyone with any 
information on the 
criminal trespass and 
theft by taking of the fire 
extinguishers are asked 
to call Calhoun Police at 
706-629-1234.

STAFF REPORTS

BRANDI OWCZARZ/Staff

CPD investigating damage to 
properties on McConnell Road



well as perform in it, this year’s benefit will help 
the local GEM Theatre.

“The GEM Theatre is a non-profit, and does so 
much for our community,” said Bentley. “During the 
pandemic, the GEM still had to pay its bills to keep it 
alive and going, and like many entertainment venues, 
they’ve taken a hit due closings and reductions in 
ticket sales due to social-distancing measures.”

Bentley said that in the past, the concert has 
raised thousands of donations for toys for local 
children during Christmas who might not otherwise 
receive any presents.

“We raised so many donations of toys, we had 
leftovers and went to parking lots and waited for 
families to exit that we thought might need some 
help providing toys for their children for Christmas,” 
said Bentley. 

Also in the past, the concert has raised money 
for the local Domestic Violence Outreach and for 
Cooper Brazell.

Money from all tickets sold will go toward the 
GEM. “All the musicians come in and donate their 
time and talents for this concert,” said Bentley.  

Besides raising money for the GEM, the show 
this year as in year’s past, is a way to remember 
Dana Patterson.

“We always want to make this show special, and 
of course, remember Dana,” said Bentley. “Dana 
and her family were friends of mine and she loved 
Christmas> It was a special time for her. She loved 
my boys (Trey and Andrew Bentley of ‘Brother’). 
It’s our kick-start to Christmas. We want it to be 
family oriented and have the audience sing along. 
It’s Christmas time with those who have supported 
us throughout the years. It’s a good cause, and it is 
always a good way to remember Dana. We want to 
keep her memory alive because of the things she 
loved; she loved Christmas and she loved music.”

Bentley said there will be a mix of all the acts’ 

regular music along with Christmas favorites.
“And Stephen Pearson will read the Christmas 

Story again this year,” said Bentley.
Pearson, who is a local retired pastor, was the 

stepfather of Dana Patterson, which adds even more 
meaning to the concert.

“After the Christmas Story, we usually have a 
sing-along of Christmas songs with everyone, and 
Santa and Mrs. Claus make a special appearance at 
the end.”

While looking forward to the concert, Bentley 
confesses it will be a much more intimate show due 
to the COVID pandemic.

“Usually, we have a sell-out crowd at more than 
400,” said Bentley. “This year, we have to limit the 
seating at 160 due to social distancing protocols. So 
get your tickets now because they will sell out fast.”

Emceeing the event will be Joni Harbin, Calhoun’s 
Queen of Comedy.

Tickets are $15. Donations for the GEM 
Theatre are being accepted. For tickets, visit 
calhoungemtheatre.org.
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with her partner Ray Mariner, said that Tate 
quickly become one of her best friends after she first 
met him.

“Casey Tate was 21 when I met him. He always 
said that he was lucky that he got to meet his ‘radio 
idol,’ which was so silly to me because I loved 
him instantly like a brother and really, I was the 
lucky one,” said Simmons over social media. “A 
few years later we started working together and of 
course, became besties. We were together through 
Breast Cancer (which Simmons emerged victorious), 
marriage, break-ups, pregnancy, death, childbirth, 
many moves. ALL OF IT. The ups, the downs, and 
everything in between. And I mean EVERYTHING 
in between. He moved to North Carolina. I moved 
to Florida. We talked almost every single day. He 
was Producer Casey. He was my girls’ favorite 
‘Mr. Casey.’ He was my Casey Tots. My Tator Tots. 
My family. He loved Jesus, he loved his family, he 
loved his friends, he loved his sweet pups Dolly and 
Parton and he loved life…I am absolutely devastated 
and heartbroken that he is gone.”

Tate was known by Star 94 listeners for the 
pranks and stunts he performed for the listening 
audience.

“Casey was always up for anything that would get 

us to laugh! He was fearless,” remembered Mariner.
“It’s been a really sad day for everyone who knew 

my friend and former roomie, Casey. He was so SO 
loved. I’ve been going through all the old videos of 
Casey pulling off radio stunts fearlessly. I was lucky 
enough to be the one tagging behind to catch it all 
on camera,” said former Star 94 radio personality 
Ali Mac. “Some of the best were when Casey sang 
Aerosmith songs in the middle of Home Depot using 
a bullhorn (security escorted him out), when he held 
live crickets in his mouth, tried to eat 100 peeps 
in 30 minutes... it goes on. The best one though is 
when Casey rollerbladed around the station parking 
deck to ‘The Circle of Life’ to live out his Olympic 
Dream in a tutu. 

“Sometimes we ate buffalo chicken dip sandwiches 
when we had nothing in the fridge (don’t judge until 
you try it), sometimes he hid in my traffic booth to 
scare me in the morning, and he always made every 
single person in the room laugh,” continued Mac. 
“We lost a good one guys, a really good one.”

Before leaving Star 94 in 2015, Simmons and 
Tate did a popular video segment on social media 
called “Shake It Off,” which proved to be a hit with 
their fans.

“In October of 2014, I was already many months 
into knowing that I wanted to leave STAR 94-Atlanta 
when my contract was up the following February of 
2015,” said Simmons. “At the time, ‘Producer Casey’ 
and I decided that we were going to make lemonade 
out of the lemons we were working for. And we 

decided the best way to make that lemonade, was to 
SHAKE IT OFF and spread as much joy as possible. 
I committed every single workday of October to 
torment Casey with my ‘Shake It Off’ ambush 
videos. Our assistant David (Puppy) would schlepp 
everywhere with me so we could pull it off. By far 
these videos are one of my most favorite memories 
of my friendship with Casey. Even this many 
years later, he and I would watch these videos and 
laugh every time we talked about that experience. 
Yesterday, I sat and watched these videos again, and 
for whatever reason, when I get to the police video, 
I cry like a baby. I think it’s because this was such 
a crazy time for us professionally but personally, we 
were so ridiculously happy!”

Tate still had local ties to Calhoun, and his funeral 
services will be performed here. He is survived by 
his parents, Randy and Sandra Kirby Tate; sister 
and brother-in-law, Cameron and Nathan Roberts; 
brother and sister-in-law, Corey and Amy Tate; his 
fur babies, Dolly and Parton; nieces and nephews, 
Spencer Ford, Emily Roberts, Easton Tate, Mia Tate 
and Caroline Tate, grandmother; Dimple Blalock 
Kirby; aunts and uncles, Joyce Blackstock, Patricia 
Frix, Michael and Camilla Langston, Ronnie and 
Pam Clark and Calvin Tate. Several cousins and 
other relatives also survive.

A service to celebrate Casey’s life will be held 
on Monday, Nov. 23, 2020 at South Calhoun Baptist 
Church 

TATE 
From page 1A
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Physician Group

PERSONALIZED CARE 
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

We accept most health insurance plans.

160 Curtis Parkway NE

Calhoun, GA

Primary Care • 706.529.3025

Neurosurgery & Spine • 706.529.7124

Michelle Little, DO 

Family Medicine

Jennifer Smith, FNP-C

Family Medicine

Justin Hare, DO

Neurosurgery and Spine

HamiltonHealth.com/calhoun

Hamilton Physician Group-
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