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GORDON COUNTY ELECTION RESULTS:
Potts unseats Sexton, Fox fills seat on BOE
Gordon County Election officials report smooth voting process

Brandi Owczarz

gordongazettega@gmail.com

The implementation
of new voting machines
did not adversely affect
Gordon County voting in
the General Primary on
Tuesday, with elections
officials reporting no
glitches with the new
equipment. Most voters
in the community said
that the new equipment
was easy to use, and they
preferred having the
back-up paper copy that
prints out after voting is
completed.
According to poll
records,
around
30
percent
of
Gordon
County’s approximate
34,500
registered
voters participated in
the General Primary
Election, with a total
of
10,359
voters
participating.
In local elections, no
Democrats sought public

office this election cycle.
There were four contested
local races, with two of
those races having three
candidates seeking the
office. Locally, there will
be no runoffs with one
candidate in those two
races taking the majority
of the vote needed in the
General Primary.
In
the
threeway race for County
Commissioner District 3,
former Sonoraville High
School principal Bruce

Potts won the race for
County Commissioner
District 3, winning
51.7 percent of the vote
against incumbent Norris
Sexton and Robert “Rob”
Ballard.
“I am thankful and
blessed that many have
placed their confidence
in me to help lead our
community,” said Potts.
“I have taught many
students for years that
hard work pays off.
Tonight was an awesome

ABOVE: Gordon County Commissioner-elect Bruce Potts, left, who easily won a threeway race for County Commissioner District 3, is celebrated with a confetti bomb during
Tuesday night’s watch party at the Velo Vineyard in downtown Calhoun. ABOVE LEFT:
Gordon County Board of Education member-elect Christie Fox.

experience and I am
excited to step back into
a leadership role to help
the citizens of Gordon
County. I want to thank
everyone who exercised
our most powerful right
today. The right to vote”

In the race for
Gordon County Board
of Education Post 6,
Christie Owens Fox
received 60 percent
of the vote in a threeway race that included
Samuel T. Jewell and

Bryon Reeves. Fox will
be taking over the seat
held by Board member
Chris Johnson, who
See ELECTION,
page 10A

GSP investigating deadly Sunday morning crash on Hwy. 225

Brandi Owczarz

gordongazettega@gmail.com

The Georgia State Patrol
Specialized
Collision
Reconstruction Team (SCRT)
team continues its investigation
into a deadly Sunday morning
accident on Hwy. 225 around
Greeson Loop in Calhoun.
According to the GSP’s
preliminary report, on Sunday,
June 7, just before 8:30
a.m., a Mitsubishi Outlander
SUV was traveling south
on Highway 225 behind a
vehicle also traveling south.
Witnesses on the scene say
that the Outlander attempted
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to pass the vehicle in front of
him, crossed the center lane
into the northbound lane and
hit a Ford F-250, hauling a
boat, head on.
After impact, the Mitsubishi
rotated counter-clockwise,
striking the left side of the
vehicle it was trying to pass.
The Ford F-250 traveled off
the east side of the roadway,
overturning on its top facing
west. The Mitsubishi came to
a final rest facing east on Hwy.
225. The car the Mitsubishi
was trying to pass came to a
final rest facing south in the
southbound lane of Hwy. 225.
According to Gordon

County Deputy Coroner Bo
Nicholson, the driver of the
Mitsubishi SUV, identified as
41-year-old Kenneth Shane
Crawford of Griffin, Ga., was
pronounced dead at the scene.
There were two adults and
a juvenile in the Ford truck;
one suffered a minor injury
that EMS checked out on
scene, but none of the three
were transported for medical
services.
Nicholson said there is no
suspicion of alcohol or drugs
being a factor.
The GSP investigation is
ongoing.

Virtual Summer Reading
Program at Calhoun-Gordon
County Library has begun!
Virtual Summer Reading Program being held
online this year due to COVID-19
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Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the
Northwest Georgia Regional Library
System (NGRL) is going virtual this
summer! The library system, which
includes the Calhoun-Gordon County
Library, invites the public to join them
online for stories, crafts, activities,
and reading challenges for all ages.
The Summer Reading Program 2020:
Imagine Your Story has begun and

runs through July 31st.
On Monday, June 8, the library
hosted a special online presentation by
Robin of Animal Adventures for the
first summer reading live program for
the Calhoun-Gordon County Library.
Other programs coming up; on
Thursday, June 11, there will be kids
Erase Una Vez Bilingual Storytime
See LIBRARY,
page 10A

This week, Calhoun Rotary is providing meals to
employees of AdventHealth Gordon EMS as part of
their community project for the month of June.
According to Rotarian Dianne Kirby, the Executive
Board of the Calhoun Rotary made the decision to
provide the meals for AdventHealth Gordon EMS,
with David Burton of Wall Street Catering preparing
the meals.
On Tuesday, June 9, Kirby (pictured above)
presented the meals to first shift of EMS,; second
shift will receive meals today and third shift on
Thursday.
The Calhoun Rotary Club was chartered in 1938
as a chapter of Rotary International. The current
membership of the club is made up of men and
women who strive to meet the motto “Service Above
Self”. The club helps sponsor Boy Scout Troop
39,Cub Scout Pack 39, and the Interact Club at
Calhoun and Sonoraville High, the Rotakids Club at
Calhoun Elementary School, The REACH Program
as well as other community organizations.
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Second Front
AdventHealth Medical Group opens new urgent
care location at Adairsville Health Park

ADVENTHEALTH

AdventHealth Medical Group Urgent
Care Adairsville Health Park will open
on June 22. Located at 21 Commerce
Parkway in Adairsville, the clinic will
be open Monday through Friday from
8 am to 7:30 pm and Saturday through
Sunday from 8 am to 2 pm.
From sore throats and upset
stomachs to sports physicals and flu
shots, the expert urgent care team at
AdventHealth Medical Group Urgent
Care Adairsville Health Park provides
you and your loved ones with the
compassionate medical care you need
as part of your trusted network of care.
The clinic’s team of family medicine
providers can treat urgent, non-lifethreatening medical conditions for
adults and children.
“We are excited to open this urgent
care location at Adairsville Health
Park,” said Karen Steely, interim
president and chief operating officer
of AdventHealth Gordon. “The
Adairsville community can rely on our

team to provide them with quick and
compassionate urgent care.”
Services of AdventHealth Medical
Group Urgent Care Adairsville Health
Park include:
•Acute illnesses and injuries such as:
oSore throats
oColds
oBronchitis
oPneumonia
oEaraches
oFlu
oStomach aches
oFood poisoning
oAsthma
oAllergies
oHives
oAcid reflux
oOrthopedic issues
oArthritis
oTendonitis
oSprains
oContusions
oBroken bones
oOn-site X-rays
oSkin conditions
oShingles
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oElevated blood pressure
oLacerations
•Flu shots
•Workplace injuries
•Occupational medicine
•Department of Transportation
physicals
•Sport physicals

Zachary Cochran, NP-C, and Alyssa
Crew, FNP-C, are accepting new
patients at AdventHealth Medical Group
Urgent Care Adairsville Health Park.
Walk-ins and scheduled appointments
are welcome. For more information or
to schedule an appointment, please call
770-773-9201.

Local Chamber congratulates Starr-Mathews Agency;
Company celebrates 100th year in business

CONTRIBUTED

Owning and operating
a business is never easy
and it’s not for the fainthearted, but when it is
consistently done right
and done well, it can lay
a foundation for success
that benefits not only those
who own and operate it, but
the community in which
it flourishes. These are
trying times for the world
in general and commerce in
particular, but the thing to
remember is that even during
challenging times, good
things happen. There is a
natural and understandable
inclination
to
avoid
celebration in consideration
of the current climate. The
Gordon County Chamber
of Commerce is always
happy to see any business
accomplish a milestone, but
especially one that has been
a longstanding, reliable
and generous partner.
Right now, as June begins,

Starr-Mathews Agency
will observe its 100th
anniversary, and attention
should be paid. Milestones
like this don’t happen every
day: they take a hundred
years. One hundred years.
James H. Starr founded
the company in 1920,
opening a small office in
the heart of Calhoun. In
1953, Mr. Starr welcomed
his son-in-law, Bill D.
Mathews to the office, and
put the second generation
in place, with the business
becoming known as StarrMathew Insurance. James
S. Mathews (Jim) joined in
1977 and represented the
third generation, with he
and his wife, Cathy, having
the two sons, Robert and
Barton, who now form the
fourth generation.
The principals now
include Jim Mathews,
W.
Craig
Mashburn,
Robert H. Mathews and
W. Barton Mathews, with
the company holding

offices in Cartersville,
Dalton, Ringgold, Rome,
and Woodstock, Georgia.
They represent over thirty
insurance companies and
specialty markets, and
employ more than forty
people specializing in
personal,
commercial,
life, and health coverages.
That makes Starr-Mathews
Agency a good business,
but it does not make its
operators and employees
special people.
What
makes
them
special people is that they
are absolutely committed
to the economic growth
and
development
of
Calhoun-Gordon County,
and the well-being of the
community they serve.
These commitments are
evidenced through their
presences on Chamber
of
Commerce
and
Development Authority
Boards, and through
countless demonstrations
of civic involvement,

Inset: Kathy Johnson, Gordon Chamber president & CEO.

corporate
generosity,
and personal investment.
It would be difficult to
identify a community
service agency or project
in Calhoun-Gordon County
that Starr-Mathews Agency

does not participate in,
support or endorse.
From the top down,
Starr-Mathews Agency
is a positive example of
what can happen when
good people do good work

every day for one hundred
years. And the Gordon
County
Chamber
of
Commerce would not miss
the chance to salute and
congratulate them for such
an accomplishment.

GNTC removes enrollment
Owen Security Solutions
obstacles for the fall semester acquires Cartersville-based
content and putting into requirements for official
CONTRIBUTED
Georgia Northwestern
Technical College (GNTC)
is removing potential
enrollment obstacles for the
upcoming fall semester by
offering a Free Application
Week, offering Open
Educational Resources for
core classes and waiving the
entrance exam.
Free Application Week
will be June 22-26. During
Free Application Week,
GNTC will waive the $25
application fee for all new
applicants when they apply
online.
“I just want our
communities to know that
there’s never been a better
time to apply at GNTC,”
said Selena Magnusson, vice
president of Institutional
Effectiveness and Student
Success. “Many people
have lost their jobs during
our nation’s pandemic and
we offer programs that are
considered essential to our
economy.”
Students taking core
education classes will have
18 free textbooks available
to them for online classes
this fall, English instructor
Lisa Russell said. The Open
Educational
Resources
(OER) program also includes
immersion reading, which
provides the option of audio
narration, allowing students
to listen to the textbooks and
follow along.
“We are taking free

the hands of our students,”
Russell said. “It’s our best
kept secret. Students should
know going into college so
they do not have to budget as
much money for textbooks.”
Georgia Northwestern
offers a variety of financial
aid through grants and
scholarships to qualifying
students, including the HOPE
Career Grant. The HOPE
Career Grant provides an
opportunity for students to
complete a program of study
leading to a high demand
career. The HOPE Career
Grant pays 100% of the
cost of tuition for one and
two-year technical programs
of study. Students pay the
remaining cost of college
fees, books, and materials
each semester. There are
approximately 125 degree,
diploma, and certificate
programs covered under
the HOPE Career Grant
at GNTC. To learn more
about the different financial
aid opportunities, visit the
Grants and Scholarships tab
under the Financial Aid tab
on the GNTC website.
Another step GNTC is
taking to help students is
streamlining the enrollment
process by waiving the
entrance exam for the
fall semester. Georgia
Northwestern Technical
College is suspending
the
placement
exam
requirement for admission.
The suspension of the

high school or high school
equivalency transcripts for
admission allows applicants
the ability to continue the
admission process for the
fall semester.
“We
are
accepting
unofficial high school or
high school equivalency
transcripts for admission
until the official can be
obtained at a later date,”
added Magnusson. “The
Student Success Office
is ready to support new
students from application to
graduation and job search
assistance.”
The admissions deadline
for the fall semester is
July 27. The GNTC help
line is available to help
with Admissions, Financial
Aid, Student Accounts or
Records. The help line can
be reached at 866-983-4682,
Monday through Friday
from 7:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.
Georgia Northwestern
Technical College provides
quality workforce education
to the citizens of Northwest
Georgia. Students have
the opportunity to earn an
associate degree, diploma,
or a certificate in business,
health, industrial, or public
service career paths. For
more information about
GNTC, visit us at www.
GNTC.edu. GNTC is
a unit of the Technical
College System of Georgia
and an Equal Opportunity
Institution.

Priority One Branch
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CALHOUN,
GA-Owen Security Solutions, a
locally-owned and operated
security and technology
company, announces its
recent acquisition of the
Cartersville branch of
Priority One Security, Inc.
On June 9, 2020, Owen
Security finalized the
acquisition of the Cartersville
company and welcomed
three former Priority One
employees to the Owen
Security team. Including the
customer-base most recently
acquired, Owen Security
Solutions now serves more

than 8,000 customers in the
Northwest Georgia area.
“Our team is delighted and
inspired by the acquisition
of a respected competitor
in the Bartow County
community,” said Justin
Owen, President of Owen
Security Solutions. “We are
excited by the growth of our
family-owned company and
look forward to providing
services to the many new
customers in Cartersville
and surrounding areas.”
Priority One Security,
a low-voltage contractor
specializing
in
the
maintenance of security
and lifesafety systems, was

established in 1996 and
will continue to serve its
customers and accounts in
North Carolina and South
Carolina.
For nearly 50 years, Owen
Security Solutions has been a
locally-owned and operated
business committed to
providing North Georgia
with trusted service and
premier solutions for the
protection of lives and
property.
For more information on
the products and services
provided by Owen Security
Solutions, please visit www.
OwenSecuritySolutions.
com.
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Obituaries
June 10, 2020

Shelba Albrecht

Shelba Jean Albrecht, 76, of Calhoun, died
Tuesday, June 9, 2020. She was born on Dec. 14, 1943
in Gordon County to the late Marvin and Edna Mae
Sutherland McDougle. She was proceeded in death
by her children, Edward Allan Albrecht, and Darla
Joyce Albrecht; brother, Marvin George McDougle;
brother-in-law, Frank Jones; great granddaughters,
Annabelle and Isabelle Sullivan.
She is survived by her son and daughter-in-law,
Johnny and Liz Richards; daughter and son-inlaw, Angel Albrecht and Andrew Eason; brothers
and sisters-in-law, Johnny and Rosie McDougle,
Dale and Suzie McDougle, and Steve and Jerrie
McDougle; sisters and brother-in-law, Joyce Jones
and Juanita and Jim Young; grandchildren, Tiffanni
Richards and McCoy Sullivan, Chelsie Richards
Branes and Drew; great grandchildren, Charleigh
and Nellie Kate Barnes, and Amelia and Natalie
Sullivan; nieces, nephews, cousins, and other
relatives also survive.
Graveside service will be held Thursday, June
11, 2020 at 1 p.m. from Gordon Memorial Gardens.
The family will receive friends Thursday, June
11, 2020 from 12 – 1 p.m. at Max Brannon and Sons
Funeral Home.
To leave condolences and sign the online guest
book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com
The Brannon family and staff are honored to
serve the family of Shelba Jean Albrecht.

retirement. She loved spending time with her family
and enjoyed cooking.
Survivors include her husband, Howard C.
“Bobby” Lanham to whom she was married for 42
years; two daughters, Cassie Folds and her husband
Kenneth, Tammy Hill and her husband Mark; one
son, Howard C. Lanham III.; grandchildren, Joshua
Newport, Joseph Leatherwood, Martha Mantooth,
Shanna Hill, Mason Hill and Garrett Lanham;
great-grandchildren; Adaleigh Mantooth, Paxton
Leatherwood, Preston Leatherwood, Brayden
Newport, and Jackson Corley; special niece, Lannie
McDaniel; sisters, Connie Wilson (Roy) and Betty
Watkins.
Funeral services for Mrs. Lanham were
conducted Tuesday, June 9, 2020, at 2 p.m. from
the chapel of Max Brannon and Sons Funeral Home.
Interment followed in Assembly of Faith Cemetery.
Pallbearers serving included Joshua Newport,
Joseph Leatherwood, Mason Hill, James Allen and
Allen Walters. Honorary pallbearers included Jesse
Walters and Johnathan Francher.
The family received friends Monday, June 8,
2020, at Max Brannon & Sons Funeral Home
between the hours of 5 – 8 p.m.
Due to the COVID -19 pandemic, social distancing
is still in force.
The Brannon family and staff are honored to
serve the family of Martha Sue Lanham, 67 of
Calhoun.

Doug Goswick

Francisco “Paco” Rosas

Doug Michael Goswick, age 65, of Plainville,
passed away on Friday, June 5, 2020 at his residence
surrounded by his family.
Doug was born on Oct. 17, 1954 in Staten Island,
N.Y. to the late Dick Tilman Goswick and Catherine
Pellerin Goswick. He was a member of Plainville
Methodist Church. Doug was a member of the
United States Army, after his time in the Army he
was employed by Shaw Industries.
He is survived by three sons, Nathan Goswick,
Derrick Goswick, and Tillman James Goswick;
two daughters, Ashley Hyde, and LeAnna Johnson;
daughter-in-laws, Maddie Storey, Caity Whitfield,
and Darby Moraitakis; brother, Dickie Goswick
and his wife Vickie; son-in-laws, John Roberts, and
Eric Abraham; two sisters, Lana Autry and Laurie
Crawford; brother-in-law, Ricky Crawford; five
grandchildren, Rusch Goswick, Pure Henderson,
Damian Henderson, Jude Paul Burnett, and Jaylyn
Gann.
Funeral Services were held on Tuesday, June 9,
2020 at 2 p.m. from the chapel of Thomas Funeral
Home with Chaplin Tommy Deal officiating. Burial
followed in Scott Cemetery. Pallbearers serving
were Nathan Goswick, Derrick Goswick, Tillman
James Goswick, Ethan Champion, Eric Abraham,
and John Williams. Honorary pallbearers are Steve
Wright, Kenneth Orr, Don Edwards, Roger Scott,
and Steve Holsomback.
The family received friends on Monday, June 8,
2020 at Thomas Funeral Home from 5 – 8 p.m.
You may leave the family online condolences at
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com
Thomas Funeral Home is in charge of the
arrangements for Doug Goswick.

Martha Lanham

Martha Sue Flanagan Lanham, 67, of Calhoun,
passed away Sunday, June 7, 2020, at AdventHealth
Gordon following several years of declining health.
Mrs. Lanham was born in Fulton County on Aug.
8, 1952, daughter of the late Edgar Thomas Flanagan
and Mildred Gail McClellan Flaganan. In addition
to her parents, she was preceded in death by a son,
Joseph Shawn Lanham, a sister, Linda Ogle and two
great-grandchildren, Brooklyn Rose and Eli Joseph
Grier. She was employed by Golden Gallon Stores
and was a clerk at the Highway 53 location until her

Thomas Funeral Home is in charge of the
arrangements for James Russell “Jim” Scott, Jr.

Vernon Serritt

Vernon Lee Serritt,
80, of Calhoun, died on
Sunday, June 7, 2020.
He was born in Gordon
County on July 7, 1939,
the son of the late Cecil
and Cleo Serritt. His wife
of more than fifty years,
Will Nell Hall Serritt,
preceded him in death
in 2015. Along with his
wife and parents, Vernon
was preceded in death
by his brothers and sisters, Alvin Serritt, Albert
Serritt, Betty Jean Gentry and Ruby Hall. He will
be remembered as a loving father, grandfather and
great-grandfather. Vernon worked for many years
with Wright and Lopez; he retired from the City of
Calhoun after twenty-four years of service there. He
and his wife loved to spend time in the Gatlinburg
and Pigeon Forge area.
Vernon is survived by his son and daughterin-law, Allan and Charmain Serritt; his daughter
and son-in-law, Shirley and Larry Walraven;
his grandchildren, April Crawford, Melea (Jeff)
Romine, Tyler Serritt, and Trevor Serritt; his greatgrandchildren, Bricen Romine, Gabby (Austin)
Causby, Alexis Breese, Brittany (Patrick) Emge;
a great-great-granddaughter, Isabella Causby; his
brothers and sisters-in-law, James (Wilma) Serritt
and William (Peggy) Serritt; his sister, Sara Bob
Cochran; many nieces, nephews and other relatives.
The Serritt family received friends at Max
Brannon and Sons Funeral Home on Tuesday, June
9, 2020 from 5 – 8 p.m.
The funeral service will be conducted on
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 at 1 p.m. from the chapel
of Max Brannon and Sons Funeral Home. Burial will
follow at Fairview Cemetery. Rev. Eddie Brannon
and Rev. Dr. Garry Tate will officiate.
Friends may sign the online guest register at
www.maxbrannonandsons.com.

Francisco “Paco” Patino Rosas, age 35, of
Calhoun, passed away on Thursday, June 4, 2020 at
Erlanger Medical Center in Chattanooga, Tenn.
Paco was born on Sept. 8, 2020 to Jose C. Patino
and Josefa Rosas in Mexico. He was a member
of St. Clements Catholic Church and worked in
construction.
In addition to his parents, he is survived by his
wife, Juana Hernandez; three brothers, Alfredo
Patino, Alejandro Patino, and Enrique Patino; four
sisters, Ma Guadalupe Patino Juarez, Alejandra
Patino, Rosalba Patino, and Ma Carmen Mendoza.
A Funeral Mass was held Monday, June 8, 2020
at 5 p.m. from St. Clements Catholic Church with
Father Feiser Munoz officiating. Burial followed in
Fain Cemetery
The family received friends on Sunday, June 7,
2020 at Thomas Funeral Home from 6 – 9 p.m.
You may leave the family online condolences at
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com
Ethel Smith
Thomas Funeral Home is in charge of the
Ethel Joyce Smith, 69, of Calhoun, passed away
arrangements for Francisco “Paco” Patino Rosas.
on Monday, June 8, 2020 after a long illness. She
was born to parents Martha Ellen Griffin and James
William Smith on Aug. 12, 1950 in Harlan County, Ky.
Ethel worked selflessly as a Licensed Practical
Nurse for 20 plus years at Harlan Appalachian Regional
Hospital and private duty nursing in Harlan, Ky. until
her retirement. She enjoyed crochet and most of all her
James “Jim” Scott, Jr.
James Russell “Jim” Scott, Jr., age 85, of grandchildren, who were the light of her life.
She was proceeded in death by her parents, Martha
Calhoun, passed away on Thursday, June 4, 2020 at
and James Smith; two brothers, Johnny Smith and
AdventHealth Gordon.
Jim was born on Nov. 17, 1934 in Whipple, W.V., Dewayne Smith; sister, Jessie Hensley; sister-in-law,
son of the late James Russell Scott, Sr. and Alene Barbara Smith; nephew, Shawn Hensely.
Ethel is survived by her son David Shannon Smith
Evelyn Smith Scott. In addition to his parents, Jim
was also preceded in death by: two sons, Steven D. and his wife Sara; grandchildren, Gabriel S. Smith
Scott and Roger K. Scott; and two brothers, David and Abigail J. Smith; two brothers, James Smith and
Scott and Rondal Scott. Jim was a veteran of the his wife Rona of Dizney, Ky. and Sammy Smith and
United States Air Force with 23 years of service. He his wife Brenda of Dizney, Ky.; three sisters, Claudia
Smith of London, Tenn., Rosie Cox and her husband
was a past master at Union-Kilwinning A&FM.
Jim is survived by: his wife, Nancy Franklin Andy of Douglasville and Jennifer Jones of Kenvir,
Scott of Calhoun; son, Paul Simpson of Canada; two Ky.; she is also survived by her eight nephews and
daughters, Dannett Simpson-Mays of Virginia and four nieces.
To honor her wishes her body was cremated and a
Denise McKenna; two brothers, Robert Scott and
Wayne Scott; sister, Russella Scott Dobson; nine private family service will be held in Harlan, Ky. at a
grandchildren; and nine great-grandchildren also later date.
To leave condolences and sign the online guest
survive.
Graveside Services will be conducted on book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com
The Brannon family and staff are honored to serve
Wednesday, June 10 at 11:30 a.m. in the Georgia
National Cemetery with military honors. Bryan the family of Ethel Joyce Smith.
Jacobs will have charge of music.
You may leave the family online condolences at
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Help for the Hurting
-The Life Choice Hospice
Bereavement Support Group will be
meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. The support group is open to
anyone in the community who would
like to attend. The office and support
group are located at 189 Professional
Court, Suite 300, Calhoun. For
Information, contact Jennifer at 706602-9001.
-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson
Disease Association, Inc., is offering a
monthly support group for persons
living with Parkinson Disease, their
caregivers, family and friends. The
support group will meet at Gordon
Hospital; Conference Room A. For any
questions about the support group and
future meetings, call James Trussell at
706-235- 3164 or 706-346-5678.
-Families Anonymous is a 12-step
program, for those concerned about
drug abuse and behavior problems
of a relative or friend. Completely
anonymous, non professional, and
non religious. No dues, no fees. Not
connected with any hospital or agency.

Located on Red Bud Road in plaza
below Fitness First, next to Calhoun
Counseling Center (Dr. Bledsoe’s
office). Meeting every Thursday 7 8 p.m. Call 770-548-7849 for more
information.
-Bondage Breakers- Breaking the
chains of addiction one soul at a time.
Every Thursday night at 7 p.m. at Crane
Eater Community Church, located at
3168 Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.
-The Georgia Chapter of the
Alzheimer’s Association is sponsoring
a monthly support group at Morning
Pointe Assisted Living, 660 Jolly Road,
on the third Tuesday of each month at 6
p.m. For more information or directions,
call Mary Braden at 770-548-4683 or
Karen Parrott at 706-346-5220. For
more information about dementia and
Alzheimer’s disease, call 800-272-3900
or visit www.alz.org/georgia.
-Special Care Plus, a free oneon-one consultation program, offers
education and information to primary
caregivers of persons with dementia.
Any primary caregiver who is caring for

a loved one with dementia in the home
is eligible to receive this program. To
learn more about the Special Care Plus
program, call 800-272-3900.
-Want to make a difference in
the community? Tapestry Hospice
is seeking volunteers to provide
companionship to our patients, read
books, make crafts, garden, light house
cleaning, administrative work, etc. If
you’re interested contact Megan at
megan.guthrie@tapestryhospice.com
-The Alzheimer’s Association’s
Caring Closet was created to help
offset the high cost of incontinent
products and give the families support
they often desperately need. If you
would like to visit the nearest Closet,
call the chapter office to receive a
flier with locations and hours. Morning
Pointe in Calhoun has a Caring Closet;
call Mary Braden at 706-629-0777.
-Are you interested in losing
pounds and inches? Join TOPS (Take
Off Pounds Sensibly) for support and
how-to information. Meetings are on
Monday nights. Weigh-ins begin at 6

p.m., and group support and information
starts at 7 p.m. at the Gordon County
Senior Citizens Center, 150 Cambridge
Court, Calhoun. For more information,
call 706-847-3306.
-The Georgia Long-Term Care
Ombudsman Program seeks to
improve the quality of life for residents
of long-term care facilities. For more
information, call Linda Ann Daniel at
1-866-565-8213 or 706-272-2158.
-Community volunteers are needed
at Countryside Hospice Care, where
the mission is to promote comfort and
dignity at the end of life. The agency
covers 26 Northwest Georgia counties
between three offices in LaFayette,
Rome, and Newnan. If you would like
to participate in this rewarding program,
call 706-638-7651 or 1-800-660-7381.
-Discovering Hope, an autism
support group for Northwest
Georgia, meets the fourth Tuesday of
each month at 6:30 p.m. at Friendship
Baptist Church, Rocky Face. For more
information, call Connie Post at 706673-7765 or www.discoveringhope.us.
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IN THE EYE OF THE STORM

Randy Muse

Antioch Baptist Church
Youth Minister
rmuse1@yahoo.com

Recently, my focus
has been on the passage
of scripture found in
Mark 4:35-41. I have

ONGOING
-Philadelphia
Christian School is located
off Highway 41 between
Calhoun and Adairsville.
The school offers 4-yearold kindergarten through
12th grade, using the
A-Beka curriculum. To
find out more about the
school, call the office at
706-625-3233.
-Faith Deliverance
Ministry and Outreach
will be taking donations
of clothes, shoes, also
all house hold items to
help needy families. Call
Minister Evelyn Adams at
706-671-7988.
-Celebrate Recovery,
a faith based 12-step
program, meets every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at
Relevate Church in
Ranger off 411. Call Nicole
for information: 706-9794713/706-290-8028.
-East Calhoun Church
of God, at 401 Peters
Street, gives out groceries
and clothing through the
“Feed the Needy” ministry
each Saturday from 11
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The
church hosts a miracle
healing service every
first Friday at 7 p.m. For
more information, contact
“Feed the Needy” ministry
director Florence Jones
at 706-409-1981. Senior
pastor is Keith Reid.

CHURCH
DIRECTORY
Fairmount
United
Methodist
ChurchLoving One Another To
Christ. Sunday School at
10 a.m.; Worship Service
at 11 a.m. Children’s
Church provided. New
Minister now Leading. New
programs and community
outreach coming soon.
-Pastor Terry Reisner
invites
everyone
to
the Vision Pentecostal
Ministry
located
at
401 South Wall Street
in Calhoun. Come hear
the truth of God’s Word
Sundays at 11 a.m.
-Faith Deliverance
Church & Outreach
Ministry
Welcomes
Everyone to an Anointed
Church Service at 1320
Dawnville Road in Dalton
every Sunday at 6 p.m. and
Thursday at 7 p.m. Pastor
and Evangelist Evelyn
Adams, also an Anointed
Gospel Singing. Come
expecting Jesus to move
for you. Miracles, Healing,
Deliverance, Salvation.
For more information or
directions, call Minister
Evelyn Adams (706) 6717988
-Pine Chapel United
Methodist
Church,
located at 2232 Pine
Chapel Road in Resaca, “A
place to begin, belong and
become.” Sunday School,
10:15 a.m.; Worship, 11
a.m. Pastor Louise W.
Elmore.

heard it said more
than once that each of
us is either in a storm,
recently came through a
storm, or about to head
into one.
Storms in our lives
are not limited to
adults, but children as
well. Many adults still
struggle with storms that
began in their childhood.
Sometimes we go
through storms that
are a consequence of
our actions. Then there
are times that we find
ourselves in storms,
while being in the will
of God.
This was the case

-Resaca
Assembly
of God, located at 904
Resaca Lafayette Rd NW,
would like to welcome
everyone to please come
and join in worship and
meet our Pastor Steve
Burns and his lovely wife
Cathy. Sunday school at
10 a.m., worship service
on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6
p.m.. Everyone is invited.
-Calhoun First United
Methodist Church Sunday
Worship times: 9:00 a.m.,
traditional worship; 10
a.m., Sunday school; 11
a.m., contemporary service
(in the CAC). Calhoun First
UMC is located at 205 East
Line Street in downtown
Calhoun.
-First Presbyterian
Church, located at 829
Red Bud Road N.E. in
Calhoun. Pastor David
McDonald invites you
to join us on Sunday for
Sunday School at 9:45
a.m., Worship Service at 11
a.m., and Bible Study Class
Tuesday 10 a.m.
-Oakman
Baptist
Church located at 397
Oakman Rd. Oakman,
Georgia, has Sunday
school at 10 a.m. Covered
dish dinner every third
Sunday following worship.
Everyone is invited!
-Damascus Baptist
Church, located on North
Highway 41 in Calhoun,
Sunday School at 10 a.m.
Sunday worship at 11 a.m.
and Sunday night at 6 p.m.
-Old Sugar Valley
United Methodist Church
located at 2659 Old Rome
Dalton Road in Calhoun
has Breakfast Social at
9:30 am every Sunday. The
church history is colorful,
dating back to the Civil
War, small cozy country
church nothing fancy!
Come join us!
-Faith Deliverance
Ministry and Outreach
with Evelyn M. Adams,
Minister has been ordained
as a Minister of the Gospel
since 1972. Call anytime
to come minister to your
church of place or event
at 706-337-3241. 24-hour
prayer line at 706-6717988. Send all prayer
requests to P.O Box 394,
Fairmount GA, 30139.
-Pleasant
Valley
Baptist Church is a Bible
believing & teaching
church located in the
Red Bud Community.
Pastor Keith Gibson and
the congregation invite you
to come and worship with
us at 3882 Red Bud Rd.,
Calhoun. Opportunities for
worship: Bible Study for
all ages 10 a.m., Children’s
Church up to 5th grade
11a.m., Worship service
11 a.m. Wednesday night
service times Prayer
Bible Study and Student
Ministries 7 p.m. 706-6240198, Find us on Facebook
or email pvbccalhoun@
gmail.com
-Maranatha Baptist
Church on Hwy 225
across from paradise

in today’s scripture.
Why did they go out
to begin with? It was
because Jesus told them
to, in verse 35. When
storms come, we can
rest assured that there is
hope in the Lord Jesus.
I think that we
should consider the
fact that many of the
disciples were fishermen
by trade. Their fathers,
and quite possibly their
grandfathers,
were
fishermen as well. This
is important to note,
because this probably
wasn’t the first time they
had been in a storm at
sea. This may have been

the worst one they had
been in. Why, because
they were sure that they
were going to perish.
What
was
the
significance of Jesus
being asleep at the stern
of the boat? The men,
much like us most of
the time, battled the
storm themselves until
a certain point where
they realized they had
to cry to Jesus for help.
Wouldn’t it make more
sense to cry out to Him
first? We have this
thought that we can fix
everything in our lives,
or that we shouldn’t
bother God with the

Church Calendar

Drag Strip, Calhoun
would like to invite you
to attend our services for
Sunday School starting at
10 a.m., Worship Service
at 10:45 a.m. Wednesday
Night Services are at 7
p.m. Everyone is Welcome.
Pastor Richard Webster.
-Evangelistic
Outreach Ministries on
1590 Dews Pond Road.
Pastor Mark Kirby invites
everyone to Fellowship and
Worship with us. Children’s
Church on Sunday Services
starts at 11:00am Childrens
Church starts at 11:30am.
Wednesday nights Bible
Study 7:00pm-8:00pm.
Come out and see what the
Lord is doing!
-The College Street
Church of God, 731
College St., Calhoun, 706483-3666, pastor Dewayne
Smith, holds weekly
services: Sunday school at
10 a.m., Sunday; morning
worship at 11 a.m., Sunday;
Sunday night service at 6
p.m.; and Bible study on
Wednesday at 7 p.m.
-Victory Fellowship
Center, 925 Oothcalooga
St., invites you to weekly
worship services held
at 11 a.m. every Sunday
morning. Pastor Joe Stewart
and the VFC family also
invite everyone to join each
Wednesday at noon and
7:30 p.m. for anointed and
enlightening Bible studies.
If you are looking to grow
in your understanding of
God’s plan for your life and
gain greater insight of the
life changing power of His
word, come and join us as
we study the word.
-Boone Ford Baptist
Church invites you to

attend its services for
Sunday School starting
at 10 a.m. and Worship
services at 11 a.m. every
Sunday.
Sunday night
services are at 6 p.m. on the
first and third Sunday night
of each month. Wednesday
night services start at 7:30
p.m. Everyone welcome.
Gary Quarles, pastor.
-Pleasant Hill Baptist
Church and Pastor David
Peeler invite everyone to
attend weekly services.
Sunday School begins at
10 a.m. and worship at
11 a.m. Sunday evening
activities and discipleship
training begin at 6 p.m.,
and children’s and youth
programs at 7 p.m.
Wednesday service begins
at 7 p.m., along with Bible
study programs for children
and youth.
-Pastor Steve Corbin
invites
everyone
to
regular services at New
Zion Baptist Church.
Sunday School is at 10 a.m.,
worship service at 11 a.m.
and Sunday night service at
6:30 p.m. Wednesday night
Bible study is at 7:15 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.
-Greater Mt. Tabor
Baptist Church, 259
Herring Road, NW,
Armuchee, invites you
to come worship and
fellowship with us on
Sunday morning at 11 a.m.
Pastor Reginald McDaniel
and Church Family also
welcome you to attend
Mid-Week Bible Study,
Wednesday evening at 6
p.m. and Sunday School at
10 a..m.. We are a church
on the move for Christ,
come share with us as we
grow in the Word of God.

struggles that we have.
However, God doesn’t
only want the good
moments in our lives; he
wants the bad moments
as well. He desires for
us to understand our
dependence on Him. He
is waiting for us to cry
out to Him in our time
of need.
After Jesus rebuked
the winds and waves,
Jesus asked the disciples
a very hard question.
Jesus said to them, “Why
are you afraid? Do you
still have no faith?”
These men had been with
Jesus. They had watched
Him perform miracles.

However, in the greatest
moment of despair they
lacked faith that Jesus
would take care of them.
If Jesus could calm the
wind and the sea, don’t
you think He can give
you peace as you go
through your trials?
I know this, with
God’s help you have
made it through one
hundred percent of your
storms. What storms are
raging in your life right
now? Trust in Jesus. Life
isn’t out of control, just
out of your control.
Be Blessed.

-Resaca First Baptist
Church and Pastor Rev.
Harold Blackstock would
like to invite you to attend
our Sunday School at 10
a.m. and worship at 11
a.m. Sunday night service
is at 6 p.m. Wednesday
night service at 6 p.m. for
children and youth.
-Liberty
Baptist
Church Pastor Gene
Ratcliff invites everyone
to church services in
Ranger; service times are
10 a.m. Sunday School, 11
a.m. Sunday worship and 7
p.m. Wednesday worship.
-Brother Joe Hall
and the congregation of
Ranger Baptist invite
everyone to its regular
services on Sunday
morning. Sunday School
begins at 10 a.m. Worship
is Wednesday night with
dinner at 6:30 p.m. and
Bible study at 7 p.m. For
more information, call 706629-3425.
-Oak Grove Baptist
Church of Adairsville is
located at 997 Brownlee
Mountain Road S.W.
Service times are Sunday
school 9:45 a.m., with
worship at 11 a.m. and
6 p.m. on Sunday and 7
p.m. on Wednesday. Pastor:
Roger Fisher.
-Fellowship Baptist
Church of Plainville
will hold a Brotherhood
Breakfast on the second
Sunday of each month at
8 a.m.
-Hope
in
Christ
Ministries, 306 Peters St.,
is holding services every
Sunday morning. Adult
Bible Study starts at 10 a.m.
with praise/worship service
at 11 a.m. Bishop W. S.

(Billy) Weems is the pastor.
Rev. Earnest Diamond Jr. is
assistant pastor. For more
information, call the church
at 706-602-2433.
-Talking
Rock
Creek Chapel has a
new pastor, the Pastor
Donald Broaehurst and
family. Service times are
9 a.m. for Sunday school
and Children’s Church
and 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.
on Wednesday. For more
information, call 706-6690854.
-Rev. Israel and Bishop
Rita Partin Spaulding
will host a Gathering of
Eagles Revival Service
each Saturday night at
6:30.These
meetings
are designed for those
individuals who have
a desire to go higher in
God. Come expecting
your breakthrough. The
location is 799 Pine Street
in the Church of God in
Christ building. Rev.
Israel and Bishop Rita are
International Speakers with
a Life Changing Word. For
more information please
call 423-883-3138.
-Philadelphia Baptist
Church operates North
Georgia Baptist College
and is registering students.
It is a local church
ministry designed to
prepare men and women
for serving the Lord. It
will provide basic training
for preachers, Sunday
school teachers, Christian
schoolteachers, evangelists
and missionaries. For
more information call
the church office at 706625-3233 or visit the
college’s web site at www.
northgabaptistcollege.com.
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Cash Flow With Joe: There is no such thing as failure

Joe & Ashley English
Owners of Focus
Property Solutions, LLC
focuspropertysolutionsllc
@gmail.com

This
morning
I watched a video
presentation by worldrenowned motivator and
educator Brian Tracy.
He spoke of a study
performed by the Harvard
Business Review that
included interviews of
Fortune 500 CEOs. One
of the questions asked
was, “What was your
biggest failure and how

did you react to it?”
This question stumped
the CEOs. They would
often look perplexed and
ask what the interviewer
meant by failure. The
interviewer would then
bring up products that
had cost these executives’
companies hundreds of
millions of dollars —
offshore ventures that
had to be closed because
they weren’t profitable…
things of that nature. The
CEO being interviewed
would then say, “Oh,
you’re talking about
learning experiences.”
The
interviewers
were astonished to learn
that these great leaders
wouldn’t use the word
failure. Instead, the
CEOs viewed these failed
attempts as what they
really were — learning
opportunities.
Now,
the
CEOs
were the first to admit
that these events were

costly and sometimes
even painful learning
experiences. But in the
end, they viewed them as
education.
In real estate, every
deal you do is a seminar.
The cool part is that most
of them pay you to learn.
That being said, some
of the best and most
memorable “classes” you
take are the bad deals
you do.
Ashley and I have
done our share of those.
After watching Brian’s
video, we reminisced
about some of the deals
that had taught us the
best lessons. There was
the house we bought next
to a railroad track. Even
though the appraised
value was great, the
location made it hard to
sell; everybody knows
the old adage, “location,
location,
location.”
Sometimes you have to
learn this the hard way —

we barely broke even on
that house.
Then there was the
house with green tile
throughout. I made the
executive decision to keep
the tile because it was in
good shape. After putting
in granite counter tops,
a travertine back splash,
and stacked stone on the
fire place, I realized that
ugly tile had to go. We
were almost done with
the rehab, however, and
demoing that tile made
the new install more
costly, and it left a thin
layer of concrete dust on
everything. Lesson here:
don’t be cheap. It’s more
expensive in the long run.
But the deal that
taught us the most was
the burnout we bought
when we first started
investing. The first thing
we did wrong was get
excited about doing a
deal, and over paid for
the property. You should

never get emotional
about a deal. Not only
did we pay too much,
but our excitement led
us to buy it too far away
from our house. It was
almost lunch time when
we arrived at the house
each day. This posed
a hardship because we
had made the decision
to rehab the house
ourselves, necessitating
daily trips to the property.
This particular rehab
took us forever.
But the biggest lesson
we learned here came
when someone offer us
more than we paid for
the property before we
started rehabbing it. We
declined their offer. The
main reason was, in our
minds, we had already
spent the potential profit.
This deal taught us the
meaning of “a bird in the
hand is worth two in the
bush.”
During the course of

this deal, I cut my finger
on a table saw, I got sick
and tired of driving to
kingdom come to work
on the property, so we
sold it to break even. We
never saw our potential
profit — I guess that’s
why they call it potential.
Lesson learned was we
should’ve taken the
money and run.
When a bad deal
happens, you need to
have the fundamental
belief that you didn’t
fail; you simply had the
opportunity to learn. The
education you get from
these deals will make you
a great investor.
Joe
and
Ashley
English buy houses
and mobile homes in
Northwest Georgia. For
more information or to
ask a question, go to
w w w. c a s h f l o w w i t h j o e .
com or call Joe at 678986-6813.

Nearing Retirement? What Questions Should You Ask?

Dewayne Bowen
Financial Advisor
at Edward Jones
dewayne.bowen@
edwardjones.com

The recent market
volatility has affected
just about everybody’s
financial and investment
situations – so, if you were
planning to retire soon,
will it still be possible?
Of course, the

answer depends somewhat
on your employment
situation. With so many
people’s
jobs
being
affected by the coronavirus
pandemic, your retirement
plans may also have been
thrown into confusion.
But
assuming
your
employment is still stable,
what adjustments in your
financial and investment
strategies might you
need to make for your
retirement?
Here are a few areas
to consider, and some
questions to ask yourself:
- Retirement goals –
Now is a good time to
review your retirement
goals and assess your
progress toward achieving
them. You may want to
work with a financial

professional to determine
if the current environment
has materially affected
your goals or if you need to
make modest adjustments
to stay on track.
-Retirement lifestyle
– You probably created
your investment strategy
with a particular type of
retirement lifestyle in
mind. Perhaps you had
planned to become a
world traveler when your
working days were over.
Of course, in the near term,
extensive travel may not
be possible, anyway, but
once we move past the
pandemic, your freedom
to roam will likely return.
But if your investment
portfolio is not where you
thought it might be, can
you (or do you want to)

adapt your lifestyle plans?
And can you accept the
same flexibility with your
other lifestyle goals, such
as purchasing a vacation
home, pursuing hobbies,
and so on?
-Tradeoffs – Based
on your retirement goals
and your willingness to
adjust your retirement
lifestyle, you’ll want to
consider your options and
tradeoffs. For example,
would you be willing to
work more years than you
had originally planned
in exchange for greater
confidence in your ability
to enjoy a comfortable
retirement lifestyle? By
working longer, you can
continue adding to your
IRA and 401(k) or similar
retirement plan, and you

may be able to push back
the date you start receiving
Social Security to receive
bigger monthly benefits.
You might also review your
budget for opportunities
to reduce spending today
and potentially save more
toward your retirement
goals.
-Social Security – You
can file for Social Security
benefits as early as 62,
but you can get 25% to
30% more each year if
you wait until your full
retirement age, which is
likely between 66 and
67. As you created your
retirement plans, you likely
also calculated when you
would take Social Security,
but you may need to
review that choice. If you
postpone retirement a few

years, what effect will that
have on when you choose
to take Social Security
and, consequently, the
size of your benefits? You
won’t want to make a hasty
decision, because once
you start taking Social
Security, you can’t undo
your choice.
This is certainly a
challenging time to be
entering retirement, and
you’ll have some questions
to answer. But even in the
midst of uncertainty, you
still have many choices.
Consider them carefully
and make the decisions
that work for you.
This article was written
by Edward Jones for use by
your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Edward
Jones, Member SIPC
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Purple Martins in Georgia

Greg Bowman
Gordon County
Extension Agent
gbowman@uga.edu

I have stated before that
COVID-19 has changed
how people live their lives.
Many may have continued
to work as usual, but the
virus has changed all of
our lives in one way or
another. For many, it has
meant more at home time.
For some, it has slowed
things down and given
them time to enjoy nature
more including watching
birds. In fact, people for
one reason or another may
want to attract more birds to
their property. One popular
bird that many people like
to attract to their landscape
is the purple martin.
For many decades it

was common to see boxes,
gourds or other purple
martin housing options on
poles.
The attracting of purple
martins to a property may
not be as popular as in
years past, but there is an
increase due to the potential
of these birds to assist
in non-chemical insect
control. Our information
states that according to the
Purple Martin Conservation
Association, there are more
than one million people
that have martin houses
on their property. Today, I
will be sharing information
from a UGA publication
by Michael Mengak, UGA
Wildlife Specialist.
For starters, the purple
martin is not a bird species
that will stay year-round
in Georgia. This bird will
spend the winter in South
America. Purple Martins
will annually make the trip
to our area of the state
around the middle part of
February and will depart
again in the fall. Keep
in mind that old martins
normally will return to
old nesting sites while the
young birds will seek new
nesting areas. The rule of

thumb is once a house is
used, it will continue to
be used. A new house will
end up used by first year
purple martins looking for
a place to nest. One thing
that Mengak pointed out
that is that legend promotes
that first martins who
arrive are scouts that are
making sure the property is
safe. Mengak states this is
not true. The first birds are
actually the older birds and
the younger martins will
soon follow. Another fact
for our area is that purple
martins depend heavily on
human supplied housing
for nesting.
The purple martin
are monogamous for the
breeding season. The
female will lay 3 to 8 white
eggs and the incubation
period will last from 15 to
18 days. The nest is made
from twigs, weeds, leaves
and coarse grass. Both
parents will care for the
hatched birds. The baby
birds will stay in the nest up
to four weeks. When they
leave the nest, the babies
will return to the area for
up to 10 days before final
departure. Another cool
fact is that purple martins

feed and drink only while
in flight. Purple martins
will eat a variety of insects
so this note may be where
the popularity for insect
control starts. Purple
martins will eat dragonflies,
midges,
mayflies,
stinkbugs, leafhoppers,
Japanese beetles, June
bugs, butterflies, moths,
grasshoppers,
cicadas,
wasps and flying ants to
name a few. Note that
mosquitoes are not on the
list. This year could be a
tougher year for mosquitoes
due to the wet weather,
but don’t count on purple
martins to help reduce the
mosquito population.
Since purple martins
depend on housing from
humans, you need to spend
some time in this area.
The most noticeable
are the hanging gourds
or the martin apartment
house systems. In the past,
it was common to see a
number of naturally grown
gourds hanging on a pole
with cross arms. You can
still do this, but it is hard
to find grown gourds.
Plastic gourds may have
to be used. You could also
cluster jugs or even man-

made houses. Again, the
apartment house options
are common. You can
purchase them in wooden
or aluminum housing from
stores or make your own.
I will not go into detail if
you want to make your own
purple martin apartment
housing, but I can send
you the directions by email
from our publication by
request.
Where you place the
purple martin houses is
important. The birds like
the houses to be placed in
open areas. Do not put a
purple house closer than
40 feet from a tree or 30
feet from a structure. Keep
in mind this bird species
like to nest together thus
why the cluster of gourds
or apartment systems work
well. Mengak states that
widely scattered houses
built for solitary pairs of
birds are normally not
successful. Placing houses
near open water will work.
Also, it is noted that since
martins like to socialize
on telephone or electrical
wires, putting their houses
near utility lines is good.
Placing the housing in open
areas will also help purple

martins catch insects while
in flight. Do not place
martin houses near honey
bees because the purple
martins will consume bees.
Prior to putting up the
houses, place a pinch of
sulfur dust in each nesting
compartment according
to Mengak. This will help
control mites. You will
put houses on poles 15-30
feet tall. The lower the
vegetation in the area, the
lower the poles can be.
Ideally, you will make the
pole where it can be taken
down for cleaning in the
fall and for winter storage.
If you decide to leave
housing up all year, you
still need to clean out the
compartments safely with
a ladder and a wire hook to
remove the inside material.
You need to also plug entry
holes to keep other bird
species out while purple
martins are gone.
For
more
information,contact UGA
Extension- Gordon County
at 706-629-8685 or email
gbowman@uga.edu.
Finally, check us out on
Facebook at Gordon County
Extension/ Agriculture and
Natural Resources.

GORDON COUNTY 4-H ANNOUNCES SUMMER PROGRAMS

GORDON COUNTY 4-H

Gordon County 4-H
is excited to announce
their 2020 4-H Summer
Programs – Get Out and
“Do” Something!
“We know that, like
us, you are probably
ready to get off your
computer and get out
of your house and do

something! While some
our programs do have a
virtual component, all of
them have offline, handson activities for you to
complete. Open to all
K-12th grade students!”
said a statement from the
local program.
Register
at
https://tinyurl.com/
gordon4hsummer2020

for any or all of the
activities listed below.
Kits/supplies
will
be ready for pick-up
each Monday of the
program for those that
pre-registered by the
Friday before. Those
participating will receive
an email with instructions
for each week’s activity
for which you sign

up. Certain individual
activities have prizes,
and for each of the six
activities you complete,
you are entered into a
grand prize drawing for
a $25 gift card!
Weekly programs are
listed to the right. For
more information, call
the Gordon County 4-H
office at 706-629-8685.

Bald Eagle Nesting Still Strong, but Success
Rate Dips in North Georgia

CONTRIBUTED

Bald eagle nesting
remains strong in Georgia,
but the number of successful
nests and young fledged
in the northern part of the
state declined this year
compared to long-term
averages, according to an
annual Georgia Department
of Natural Resources survey.
Substantial rainfall from
January through March
likely contributed to lower
nest productivity in north
Georgia, survey leader Dr.
Bob Sargent said.
Checking by helicopter
in January, March and early
April, Sargent counted 117
eagle nest territories in three
regions of the state: the six
coastal counties; a section
of east Georgia bounded
roughly by interstates 16 and
85 and the South Carolina
line; and the counties north
of Atlanta. This year’s survey
results also included seven
nests monitored in other
areas by volunteers or DNR
staff.
Considering that the rest
of south Georgia, surveyed
in alternate years, usually
has about 85 occupied nest
territories—or active nests—
Sargent said the state likely
had 200 or more eagle nests
for the sixth straight year.
The
2020
survey
estimated 126 young fledged
from 82 successful nests
(those fledging at least one
nestling). The rate of 1.5

fledglings per nest matched
the long-term average.
However, the percentage
of successful nests and
the number of young
fledged per occupied nest
territory were lower than
average, especially in the
northernmost counties—
from Hall to Rabun, west to
Dade, and south to Floyd and
Bartow counties.
“More than half of the
latter area’s 15 nests failed
to fledge young, and nest
territories in the eastern
region of the state fledged
fewer young than average,
too,” said Sargent, a program
manager with DNR’s
Wildlife
Conservation
Section.
According to National
Weather Service data, Atlanta,
Augusta, Clayton, Dalton
and some other north Georgia
communities received up to
twice the rainfall in January
and February compared to
30-year averages. Totals
remained above average well
into March.
This three-month period
coincides with the nesting
peak for bald eagles in north
Georgia. Excessive rain can
postpone nesting and cause
nest failures, with rising water
levels reducing eagles’ ability
to catch fish, their favored
prey, according to Sargent.
Abnormally wet weather
combined with typical winter
cold snaps often results in
chilled eggs and eaglets,
which can also increase the

rate of nest failures.
Yet Sargent said he is
not concerned about this
season’s poor success rate
for eagle nests in north
Georgia, noting that the nests
represent a small percentage
of the state’s total.
“Populations of many
wildlife species exhibit
fluctuations in reproductive
success from year to year,
sometimes wildly so, and
these fluctuations are often
related to bad timing of
unusually cold or rainy
spells. By comparison, it is
not a rare occurrence for the
failure rate of songbird nests
in some localities to exceed
50 percent due to weather
factors.
“The overall productivity
trend for bald eagles nests
in Georgia continues to look
healthy.”
DNR surveys bald eagle
nesting to monitor the status
of this state and federally
protected species, which is
a priority in Georgia’s State
Wildlife Action Plan, a
guiding strategy to conserve
native animals, plants and
habitats.
Largely because of the
eagles’ sustained recovery,
in 2018 Sargent switched
from flying the entire state
each year to checking coastal
counties annually—they
have the most nests and
potential development impact
issues—and
alternating
between checking nests in
the Piedmont and mountain

ecoregions in even years, and
the rest of the Coastal Plain
in odd years.
The change maintains
standardized monitoring,
syncs with the raptor’s rangewide comeback and mirrors
slimmed-down eagle surveys
in some neighboring states.
It also frees money for other
conservation projects. What
the change doesn’t signal is
that conserving eagles is less
important, Sargent said.
By the end of this season,
Sargent and DNR pilots
Capt. Steve Turner and Lts.
Jaye Bridwell and Robert
Steht had peeked into nearly
170 bald eagle nests, from
Walker to Camden County.
About half of the nests were
in the six coastal counties,
home to at least 35 percent of
the state’s active nests.
Sargent calls the pilots
“eagle study teammates.” In
addition to flying the aircraft
safely, “They sometimes
find nests before I do, are as
fascinated by the big birds
as I am and are especially
conscientious about keeping
a safe distance from the
nests – for the sake of the
eagles – while giving me
the best possible look at the
contents.”
Many factors have fueled
the bald eagle’s recovery:
a U.S. ban on DDT use in
1972, habitat improvements
after enactment of the
federal Clean Water and
Clean Air acts, protection
through the Endangered

Species Act, increased public
awareness, restoration of
local populations through
release programs, and forest
regrowth.
Yet while on the rebound,
eagles still face threats. They
vary from avian vacuolar
myelinopathy, a disease
primarily affecting coots
and the eagles that prey
on them, to poisoning via
consumption of rodenticides,
being hit by cars and being
shot by people.
DNR’s
Wildlife
Conservation
Section
monitors eagle nesting
through aerial surveys in
January and again in spring.
The initial flights are focused
on finding active nests:
those with eggs, eaglets,
an adult in an incubating
posture or evidence that
eagles have been prepping
the nest for use. The second
round of surveys is aimed at
determining the reproductive
outcome of those nests and
checking recent reports of
new nests.
The public is encouraged
to report eagle nests via
georgiawildlife.com/baldeagle, (478) 994-1438 or bob.
sargent@dnr.ga.gov. One tip:
Osprey nests are sometimes
confused with eagles’. If
unsure, check out the nesting
details in the profiles for both
species at.
DNR
works
with
landowners to help protect
bald eagle nests on private
property. Although de-listed

from the federal Endangered
Species Act in 2007, eagles
are protected by the Bald
and Golden Eagle Protection
Act, the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act, and state law. In
Georgia, the species is statelisted as threatened.
The
Wildlife
Conservation
Section’s
mission is to conserve eagles
and other Georgia wildlife
not legally fished for or
hunted, as well as rare plants
and natural habitats. The
agency depends primarily
on fundraisers, grants
and contributions to the
Georgia Nongame Wildlife
Conservation Fund. That
makes public support critical.
Georgians can help by
buying a DNR eagle or new
monarch butterfly license
plate, as well as annually
renewing their older eagle
or hummingbird tags. Most
of the fees to buy or renew
these plates are dedicated to
wildlife. Upgrade to a wild
tag for only $25! Learn
more at georgiawildlife.com/
licenseplates.
Supporters can also
donate at gooutdoorsgeorgia.
com. Click “Licenses and
Permits” and log in to
give. (New customers can
create an account.) Details
at
georgiawildlife.com/
donations.
Visit georgiawildlife.
com/conservation/
annualreport to see how this
support is put to work for
wildlife.
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GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: National scorecard
shows state improving on COVID-19 fight

ANDY MILLER

Georgia Health News

Data on COVID19 can be confusing,
sometimes
even
conflicting, and state
reports of cases in
Georgia have created
an unusual level of
controversy.
N e v er t h e l es s ,
a
national scorecard on
COVID trends shows
that Georgia is making
progress on combating
the virus.
The “How We Reopen
Safely’’ chart
from
COVID Exit Strategy,
using data from the CDC
and the COVID Tracking
Project, puts Georgia in
the “making progress’’
category as of Monday.
The report shows 18
states
classified
as
“trending poorly,’’ a
category that Georgia
was in late last week.
The covidexitstrategy.
org website begins with
White House criteria on
reopening. They include
using a test target of
500,000 COVID-19 tests
conducted per day across
the United States. This
metric calculates how
close each state comes to

meeting its target.
The Peach State is
now meeting 66 percent
of its testing target, the
website reports.
Its number of daily
confirmed COVID-19
cases, as reported by the
Georgia Department of
Public Health, is trending
downward.
The Reopen chart
shows
G e o rg i a ’s
percentage of tested
individuals who test
positive for the virus
is increasing, at 6.6
percent. Yet the Public
Health website shows
the percentage at 8.7
percent.
The Exit Strategy chart
shows ICU availability is
low at 24 percent. “That
is concerning,’’ Dr.
Carlos del Rio, an Emory
University
infectious
disease expert, said in a
Monday tweet.
Expanding
bed
capacity has been a focus
of Gov. Brian Kemp
administration’s effort to
handle the pandemic.
Phoebe Putney in
Albany reopened a closed
facility to deal with the
high Dougherty County
caseload. Meanwhile, in
metro Atlanta, Eastside

Medical
Center
in
Snellville added beds.
Piedmont
Healthcare
opened
the
Marcus
Tower at the system’s
Atlanta hospital April
13, almost four months
early, to make more ICU
beds available during the
pandemic.

Perfect numbers are
not easy to come by

Statistics presented
by state officials have
had their share of
problems. Errors in the
Public Health reporting
have included mistakes
related to numbers of
cases, numbers of deaths
and other measurements.
“Managing
[and]
compiling
their
data is exceedingly
challenging,’’ said Dr.
Phillip Coule, chief
medical
officer
at
Augusta
University
Health System, which is
helping the state increase
its testing capacity. “I’m
not surprised it has caused
some difficulties.’’
Public
H e a t h ’s
COVID tracking website
is less user-friendly than
the reopening scorecard,
said Laura Colbert of
the consumer group
Georgians for a Healthy

Future.
But the state site may
be better to identify hot
spots or outbreaks. In
general, Colbert said,
all sources of COVID
data need to be better at
tracking infections and
deaths in nursing homes.
Disparities in testing
have also raised some
questions in Georgia.
Coule said Monday
that the Covid Exit
Strategy presentation is
“certainly a reasonable

approach’’ as a national
tool to measure a state’s
progress.
What’s happening at
the hospital level, though,
is more important, he
said.
Augusta University
Health now is treating
just four COVID patients
in the ICU currently,
Coule said. He added
that the severity of
illness for such patients
is lessening.
He said he expects

significant reduction of
cases during a summer
“burnout’’ of COVID-19,
which, he said, occurs
with all coronaviruses.
But autumn may bring
a resurgence as influenza
season takes hold, Coule
added.
Andy Miller is editor
and CEO of Georgia
Health News. For the
latest health news in
the state, visit www.
georgiahealthnews.com.

Mental health treatment important for men:
June is Men’s Health Month

MELANIE DALLAS LPC everything else: mood,
physical health, appetite,
sleep patterns, your
Despite
decades relationships, behavior
of research proving and how you perform at
otherwise, there still work or school – and so
seem to be people who much more.
But while the prospect
think mental illness is
of
having mental illness
“all in your head” – that
may
be frightening,
it’s not real and you’re
research
has shown there
just imagining something
is
one
group
in particular
is wrong. They might
more
inclined
to deny
also dismiss as useless
they
may
be
experiencing
(or
even
harmful)
medications prescribed mental difficulties and
to treat mental illness more hesitant to seek
and suggest all you really treatment. That group is
need is exercise, a better men.
This isn’t true of all
diet, or just to get out of
men,
of course. Millions
the house.
of
men
seek treatment
Of course, if it were
for
mental
illness every
so simple, we’d probably
year
–
but,
unfortunately,
see substantially fewer
people with mental millions don’t. Stigma
illness than the one-in- and societal norms both
five who will experience likely contribute to an
it in their lifetime. Still, unease about mental
there is some truth to health treatment. Many
the idea that it’s all in men believe asking for
your head. Mental illness help is a sign of weakness.
affects your brain, and Others might find talking
your brain can affect about their feelings to be

-Calhoun AA Group meetings.
Monday, Wednesday and Saturday from
7 - 8 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday from
12 - 1 p.m. and Sunday 9:30 - 10:30
a.m. Located at 318 North River Street,
Calhoun, GA, 30701.
-Families Anonymous is a 12-step
program, for those concerned about drug
abuse and behavior problems of a relative
or friend. Completely anonymous, non
professional, and non religious. No dues,
no fees. Not connected with any hospital
or agency. Located on Red Bud Road in
plaza below Fitness First, next to Calhoun
Counseling Center (Dr. Bledsoe’s office).
Meeting every Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. Call
770-548-7849 for more information.
-The
Life
Choice
Hospice
Bereavement Support Group will be
meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
The support group is open to anyone in the
community who would like to attend. The
office and support group are located at 189
Professional Court, Suite 300, Calhoun.
For Information, contact Jennifer at 706602-9001.
-BONDAGE BREAKERS - Breaking
the chains of addiction one soul at a time.
Every Thursday night at 7 p.m. at Crane
Eater Community Church, located at 3168
Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.
-The Georgia Chapter of the

uncomfortable or even
difficult.
It’s important for
men who may be facing
mental health challenges
to recognize they are
not alone. According to
the National Institute
of Mental Health, more
than six million men in
the U.S. have depression
every year. And a list
of the more common
precipitating
factors
for
depression
are
everywhere this year: job
loss, financial hardship,
social isolation and
disconnection, societal
upheaval – not to mention
stress, anxiety and grief.
Depression is one of
the most common types
of mental illness and can
affect anyone regardless
of age, occupation,
race, education level or
financial circumstances.
It is also highly treatable
and, with the right
treatment and support,
often temporary. But

untreated – if one is
hesitant to seek treatment
– depression can lead
to personal, family and
financial
problems,
physical symptoms and
an increased risk of
problematic substance
use.
In addition, while the
link between depression
(or any mental illness)
and suicide is not as
clear-cut as people might
believe, men are at a much
higher risk for suicide
generally. Last month,
the Georgia Department
of Behavioral Health
and
Developmental
Disabilities (DBHDD)
released its new fiveyear strategic suicide
prevention plan for
Georgia, which included
some sobering statistics
about men and suicide.
For example, in 2018,
men accounted for 78
percent of suicides in
Georgia, an age-adjusted
suicide rate of 23.7 per

Support Groups

Alzheimer’s Association is sponsoring
a monthly support group at Morning
Pointe Assisted Living, 660 Jolly Road, on
the third Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. For
more information or directions, call Mary
Braden at 770-548-4683 or Karen Parrott
at 706-346-5220. For more information
about dementia and Alzheimer’s disease,
call 800-272-3900 or visit www.alz.org/
georgia.
-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one
consultation program, offers education
and information to primary caregivers
of persons with dementia. Any primary
caregiver who is caring for a loved one
with dementia in the home is eligible to
receive this program. To learn more about
the Special Care Plus program, call 800272-3900.
-The Georgia Long-Term Care
Ombudsman Program seeks to improve
the quality of life for residents of long-term
care facilities. For more information, call
Linda Ann Daniel at 1-866-565-8213 or
706-272-2158.
-The Alzheimer’s Association’s
Caring Closet was created to help offset
the high cost of incontinent products
and give the families support they often
desperately need. If you would like to visit
the nearest Closet, call the chapter office
to receive a flier with locations and hours.

100,000 (compared to a
rate of 6.3 per 100,000
for females). The suicide
rate among males in
Georgia was highest
among 25-29, 55-59 and
70 years and older age
groups. And although
women are more likely
attempt suicide, men
are much more likely to
complete suicide.
None of this is to
say that men who lose
their jobs will become
depressed, or that men
with depression will
attempt suicide. Rather,
the
most
important
takeaway is that men –
like anyone else – who
might experience mental
illness need treatment.
These are not signs of
weakness, only that men
are human.
If you are a man that
might be facing mental
health
challenges,
ask your doctor to
recommend a mental
health professional, check

Morning Pointe in Calhoun has a Caring
Closet; call Mary Braden at 706-629-0777.
-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson
Disease Association, Inc., is offering a
monthly support group for persons living
with Parkinson Disease, their caregivers,
family and friends. The support group will
meet at Gordon Hospital; Conference Room
A. For any questions about the support
group and future meetings, call James
Trussell at 706-235- 3164 or 706-346-5678.
-Are you interested in losing pounds
and inches? Join TOPS (Take Off
Pounds Sensibly) for support and howto information. Meetings are on Monday
nights. Weigh-ins begin at 6 p.m., and
group support and information starts at 7
p.m. at the Gordon County Senior Citizens
Center, 150 Cambridge Court, Calhoun.
For more information, call 706-847-3306.
-Community volunteers are needed
at Countryside Hospice Care, where the
mission is to promote comfort and dignity
at the end of life. The agency covers 26
Northwest Georgia counties between three
offices in LaFayette, Rome, and Newnan.
If you would like to participate in this
rewarding program, call 706-638-7651 or
1-800-660-7381.
-Discovering Hope, an autism support
group for Northwest Georgia, meets the
fourth Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m.

with your employer’s
employee
assistance
program
(EAP),
or
check online for a
mental health agency in
your community. And
remember, you are not
alone – there are people
around you who love
you, care about you
and will support you in
getting help, because you
are important to them and
their lives.
Melanie Dallas is a
licensed
professional
counselor and CEO of
Highland Rivers Health,
which provides treatment
and recovery services for
individuals with mental
illness, substance use
disorders, and intellectual
and
developmental
disabilities in a 12-county
region of northwest
Georgia that includes
Bartow, Cherokee, Floyd,
Fannin, Gilmer, Gordon,
Haralson,
Murray,
Paulding, Pickens, Polk
and Whitfield counties.

at Friendship Baptist Church, Rocky Face.
For more information, call Connie Post at
706-673-7765 or www.discoveringhope.us.
-Caring Connection is a telephone
support group especially for caregivers
of loved ones with Alzheimer’s who
cannot leave their homes because of care
responsibilities. This support group is as
close as the phone. Call 706-275-0819 or
1-800-272-3900 and ask to be enrolled in
Caring Connection.
-Grief Recovery Group for those who
have lost loved ones and friends, receive
support and guidance with the Four Tasks of
Grieving. Cost is Free. Second Wednesday
of each month at 1 p.m. at Harris Radiation
Therapy Center at Gordon Hospital. For
more information or to RSVP, please call
706.879.5850.
-The Compassionate Friends of Dalton
and N.W. Georgia is part of a worldwide
effort that has helped many families cope
with the loss of a child and to honor our
children’s memory. The Compassionate
Friends meets on the third Thursday of
each month from 7 to 9 p.m. at Evangelical
Methodist Church (in the “Gathering Place”
building), 1035 Abutment Road, Dalton (on
the hill behind the old Lowe’s off Walnut
Avenue). For more information, call Dawn
at 706-277-3312 or 706-264-4458 or e-mail
dawnsisson@msn.com.
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Epanchin joins Hamilton Physician Group – Primary Care
HAMILTON MEDICAL
CENTER

Danielle Epanchin, DO,
says she always wanted to be
a physician.
“As long as I can remember,
I was called to this profession,”
says Epanchin. “When I was a
child, I just wanted people to
call me doctor, but as I grew
up, I realized that I wanted
to help people be healthy and
happy, and that made my work
meaningful and fulfilling.”
Epanchin recently joined
Hamilton Physician Group –
Primary Care. She is a board-

certified family medicine
physician.
Ep an ch in
c ompl e t e d
medical training at Nova
Southeastern
University
College
of
Osteopathic
Medicine in Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., and her residency at Floyd
Medical Center in Rome, Ga.
She comes to Hamilton from
Rockmart, Ga., where she
practiced for six years.
“As
an
osteopathic
physician, I feel strongly
that the three tenets (mind,
body and spirit) need to all be
addressed in order for a patient
to have the best possible health

and outcomes,” Epanchin
says. “While working with
new or established patients,
I try to treat them as I would
want my own family members
treated by their doctor. I feel
that the patient and I need to
work together as a team to
provide for their best health.
My favorite days at work are
when patients have realized
their health goals!”
Epanchin says she chose
family medicine because it
“is one of the few specialties
that allows a physician the
opportunity to care for multiple
generations in a family. That

connection is what drove me
to family medicine.”
Besides parenting her
three busy children in her
downtime, Epanchin says her
family enjoys playing many
different kinds of games and
taking walks together. “I am
also an avid reader and have
set new goals this year to try
to read some genres previously
unexplored,” she says.
To schedule an appointment
with Epanchin, call Hamilton
Physician Group – Primary
Care at 706-226-9355.

Peeples Cancer Institute treating patients, providing hope
HAMILTON MEDICAL
CENTER

When
guests
enter Peeples Cancer
Institute (PCI), they
are welcomed by a
greeter who is equipped
to answer questions
and escort them where
needed. The institute has
a spacious lobby that was
specifically designed to
provide a calm, relaxing
atmosphere.
“First impressions
are important and our
intent is to clearly
convey
confidence,
tranquility and healing,”
says Ernie Elemento,
vice president.
The 46,000-squarefoot facility opened in
January.
Accredited
by the Commission
on Cancer (CoC), the
institute
centralizes
patient-centered
care and outpatient
cancer services in one
convenient location.
Patient experience is
a significant focus of the
institute.
“Every aspect of
Peeples Cancer Institute
is focused on the needs of
our patients and families
so that we provide an
outstanding
patient
experience and the best
clinical outcomes,” says
Jeff Myers, president and
CEO of Hamilton Health
Care System. “Our goal
is to foster collaboration,
communication
and
education
among
physicians and our
medical teams to advance
and enhance our care for
patients. They are our
number one priority.”

Expert Care

Eric Turner, MD
(medical
director)
and Qin Zhang, MD,
recently joined PCI.
Both are board-certified
medical
oncologists
and specialize in adult
cancer and hematology
disorders. They join
Lisa Duhaime, MD, and
Freda Hoffman, APRN,
on the medical oncology
side. Arif Ali, MD, and
Nick Galanopoulus, MD,
are both board certified
and provide radiation
oncology treatment and
services.
S u rg e o n s
from
Hamilton
Physician
Group
–
General
Surgery all participate in
cancer-related surgeries.
S u rg e o n s
include
Richard Fromm, MD;
James Gable, MD; Eric
Manahan, MD; Steven
Paynter, MD; and Rod
Rodriguez, MD. Fromm,
Manahan, Paynter and
Rodriguez are breast
cancer specialists.
Other members of
the clinical care team
include
radiologists,
pharmacists,
clinic
nurses, infusion nurses,
nurse
navigators,
radiation
therapists,
m a m m o g r a p h y
technologists,
social

workers, researchers,
tumor
registrars,
and other vital staff
members.

Under one roof

The
goal
of
integrating all outpatient
cancer care services
under one roof was the
driving force behind
the expansion of the
oncology program into
its newly constructed
building. The process
was conducted with the
needs of the patient,
community and staff in
mind.
As the planning
process for the new
cancer institute began,
Hamilton’s leadership
and staff engaged the
community to provide
feedback
throughout
every step of its design.
For example, the initial
design did not include a
physical connection to
the main hospital. After
hearing the concerns
of the focus group,
Hamilton’s leadership
worked with the city
council to close a
public road and allow
the construction of a
walkway
physically
connecting the new
cancer institute to the
main hospital.
PCI
centralizes
all oncology care in
one location, further
enhancing
physician
collaboration and quality
patient
care.
With
Hamilton Medical Center
connected directly to the
institute, in-patient care
is enhanced by ease of
patient transport.
The
community
feedback is also reflected
in the interior design of
the new facility. Patients
and caregivers, including
those who received
cancer care elsewhere,
provided their input.
“We heard them
loud and clear,” says
Elemento. “They did
not want to sit in an
infusion chair for hours
receiving chemotherapy
while staring at a wall.”
Today, patients receiving
treatment in one of the
20 semi-private infusion
recliners have expansive
views
of
Dalton
through floor-to-ceiling
windows that provide
abundant natural light.
Six additional chairs
are private, allowing
patients privacy if they
prefer.

The
latest
technology

Equipped with a
state-of-the-art Varian™
Truebeam™ Linac and
4D CT simulator, the
cancer institute offers
a variety of radiation
therapy
treatment
modalities, including
IMRT, SRS, SBRT, 3D
and HDR brachytherapy.
The Women’s Imaging
area offers the latest
in 3D mammography,
stereotactic biopsy and
ultrasound.

Looking to the future, administrator.
A donor ’s gift is
the institute is already
looking
to
expand making it possible for
the institute to begin
capabilities.
planning an arts and
healing program that will
Looking ahead
The
i n s t i t u t e bring music and art to its
continues to work on patients and caregivers.
opportunities to provide A therapy dog visits the
additional treatments infusion center weekly,
and ways to support and the Institute is
patients and family
members.
The pharmacy is
working toward an
accredited
specialty
pharmacy that would
include oral oncolytics,
specialty drugs that kill
cancer cells.
PCI will soon offer
patients
access
to
participate in clinical
trials. The PCI employs
a research coordinator
to enroll patients into
clinical trials when
appropriate, and the
i n s t i t u t e ’s
medical
oncologists will provide
oversight as principle
investigators for all trial
patients.
As part of the highrisk genetics program,
patients will be followed
in a high-risk genetics
clinic at PCI and receive
additional
needed
services such as annual
breast MRI screening or
other imaging and testing
when appropriate.
The institute will
soon
offer
genetic
screening and genetic
counseling
services.
Patients identified as
high-risk are given
immediate access to
a
certified
genetic
counselor
through
tele-genetics. The new
facility is completely
wired and ready for
telehealth, and its telegenetics program is the
first step in utilizing
these new features.
PCI has been working
on increasing its menu
of
supportive
care
programs for patients.
“Growing
these
services allows the
program to support
patients emotionally,
mentally and physically
throughout their cancer
treatment
journey,”
says
Rita
Harris,
oncology service line

developing a pet therapy
program that will allow
therapy dogs to visit
with patients throughout
the facility, thanks to a
gift from Dalton Box.
The institute will soon
welcome a specialized
oncology nutritionist to
provide nutrition and
wellness counseling and

services. All supportive
care services at PCI are
offered free as part of a
cohesive cancer-fighting
strategy for patients,
from prevention and
diagnosis to treatment
and survivorship.
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ELECTION
From page 1A

decided not to run for re-election.
“Thank you so much for your votes yesterday,”
said Fox in a social media post. “I am truly humbled
by the support and solid voter turnout. I am looking
forward to working with the Board of Education
to serve Gordon County Schools. Thank you for
allowing me this opportunity.”
Longtime Gordon County coroner James Carver,

LIBRARY
From page 1A

on Facebook Live, which is a read-aloud of
themed, bilingual picture books teens craft video
via Facebook and teens Anime Night via Discord
through Crunchyroll partnership. On Friday, June
12, there will be kids Tell Me Your Story – Children
answer simple questions to begin forming their life
story, teens Fun or Informative video via Facebook
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who holds the title as the longest serving coroner
ever in the state of Georgia, won re-election over
challenger Ken Padgett with 62 percent of the vote.
In the Board of Education Post 4 race, incumbent
Bobby Hall defeated challenger Rod Brehm; Hall
received 4,284 votes to Brehm’s 2,001 votes.
In other contested races at the state and national
level:
In the U.S. House District 14 race on the
Republican side, there will be a runoff on Tuesday,
Aug. 11 between candidates Marjorie Greene and
John Cowan. The winner of the Republican runoff

will face Democratic candidate Kevin Van Ausdal
on November 3.
In the race for Georgia State Senate District 54,
which covers portions of Gordon County, incumbent
Republican State Senator Chuck Payne easily won
re-election over his Republican challenger, Dan
McEntire, with 62 percent of the vote. No Democrats
qualified for this race.
For more results throughout the state and
locally, visit the results page on the Gordon County
website at https://gordoncounty.org/wp-content/
uploads/2020/06/ElectionSummaryReportRPT.pdf

and adults Friday Fun photo or share.
To learn more visit https://ngrl.org/srp2020. To
register for the reading challenge online go to
https://ngrl.beanstack.org. Register, read and win!
In addition, the NGRL is now providing curbside
service of items on a limited basis at the DaltonWhitfield County Public Library
The services offered are limited to checkout of
Dalton-Whitfield County Public Library books,
audio/CDs and other circulating items (each patron
is limited to five items.) Pickup is limited to

weekdays between 10 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
“As we perfect the new delivery methods, we will
add additional services for the public. The library
buildings will not be open to the public,” said the
library system in a statement.
The Dalton-Whitfield Library curbside services
are available to all NGRL branch library users from
Dalton, Calhoun, and Chatsworth. Instructions are
available at http://ngrl.org/curbside and soon will be
available in a Spanish version.

Community Events

Notices

-TALLATOONA BEGINS LIHEAP
COOLING ASSISTANCE. Low Income
Energy Assistance Program Cooling
Assistance available; appointments
have begun for seniors: Tallatoona
Community Action Partnership, Inc.
has begun the annual Low Income
Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP) Cooling Assistance for
Gordon County.
On April 1 at 8:30 a.m., Tallatoona
began accepting appointments for the
LIHEAP cooling program for senior
households age 65 and older, along with
homebound households. Appointments
for the general public will be accepted
beginning May 1, beginning at 8:30 a.m.
Gordon County residents who qualify
will receive either $350 or $400 toward
their electric bill.
To schedule an appointment,
visit the Tallatoona website at www.
tallatoonacap.org and click ‘BookNow,’
or call 770-817-4666, extension 2.
It’s important to note that due to
health and safety concerns related to
COVID 19, appointments for assistance
will be completed remotely by phone.
Tallatoona officers are currently closed
until further notice.
-Story times at the CalhounGordon County Library, 100 N. Park
Ave. in Calhoun, are 10:30 a.m. on

Thursdays
-Fairmount Library is now located
inside of City Hall on the second
floor. Story time is held every second
Saturday of the month at 11 a.m. and
New Horizon Book Club is held on the
second Thursday of the month. For more
information call 706-337-5306.
-If your school, church, civic
or other organization would like a
representative from the Georgia State
Patrol to come and speak with your
group on law enforcement or public
safety matters, call 706-624-1477.
-Story times at the CalhounGordon County Library, 100 N. Park
Ave. in Calhoun, are 10:30 a.m. on
Thursdays.
-The Calhoun Adult Learning
Center has so much to offer. Make the
center your window to the world. Free
study programs are offered during the
day and evening sessions. Enroll in adult
education today. Call 706-624-1111.
The center is located on the campus
of Georgia Northwestern Technical
College.
-The Gordon County Saddle Club
meets the fourth Thursday of each
month. The meetings will be held at
the Gordon County Agricultural Service
Center, 1282 Hwy 53 Spur SW Suite
200, Calhoun, Ga. 30701. Contact 770548-5956 for more information.
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THE HUNT FOR FILM: Middle-Earth (2001-2014)

COOPER HUNT
Movie Reviews at
The Hunt For Film

THE TWO TRILOGIES
While I could write a glowing
review of The Lord of the Rings
trilogy, I believe it’s important to
acknowledge the existence and
inclusion of the subsequent prequels in The Hobbit trilogy. Said
prequels are quite controversial
and generally considered a significant downgrade from the originals, so I shall provide my own
opinion on the subject and on the
six-film series as a whole.
And if you’re a newcomer to
the series and are wondering
whether or not you should watch
the Extended Editions, I would
recommend watching the theatrical versions first for The Lord
of the Rings, then advancing to
the Extended Editions. However,
with The Hobbit films, it would
be best to skip the theatrical versions entirely and go the extended
route as they tell a more complete
story.
THE LORD OF THE RINGS:
THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE
RING (2001)
While I could write a glowing
review of The Lord of the Rings
trilogy, I believe it’s important to
acknowledge the existence and
inclusion of the subsequent prequels in The Hobbit trilogy. Said
prequels are quite controversial
and generally considered a significant downgrade from the originals, so I shall provide my own
opinion on the subject and on the
six-film series as a whole.
And if you’re a newcomer to
the series and are wondering
whether or not you should watch
the Extended Editions, I would
recommend watching the theatrical versions first for The Lord
of the Rings, then advancing to
the Extended Editions. However,
with The Hobbit films, it would
be best to skip the theatrical versions entirely and go the extended
route as they tell a more complete
story.

to Osgiliath never happened), and
Merry and Pippin are significantly
sidelined until the ending. However, Jackson continues to explore
the world of Middle-Earth, introducing us to the quirky charm of
the Ents as well as the grim, disheartened people of Rohan and
their equestrian culture. While it
might not be as well-rounded as
its predecessor or as gloriously
epic as the grand finale, this middle chapter is still one of my favorite films.
Personal: A
Critical: 90%
THE LORD OF THE RINGS:
THE RETURN OF THE KING
(2003)

I have long considered The
Return of the King to be my favorite movie of all time due to its
impressive success at wrapping
up every character arc and thematic journey in an emotionally
involving, large-scale conclusion.
Samwise the Brave proves to be
the greatest character in the series,
followed closely by Aragorn who
makes his long-awaited return as
the King of Gondor in battle. Like
the two films before it, the CGI
and practical effects still hold up
nearly 20 years later, and Howard
Shore’s score astonishingly captures the emotions and tone of every scene. The Battle of Pelennor
Fields is glorious to witness with
the charge of the Rohirrim, the
Army of the Dead, and Lady Eowyn facing down the Witch-King.
Jackson and his fellow screenwriters pack the 200 minutes full
of great dialogue that cause chill
bumps every time, whether it’s
Gandalf’s beautiful description of
“a far green country” to Pippin,
Aragorn’s rallying “Men of the
West” speech, or Sam’s “I can’t
carry it for you…” moment. Merry and Pippin, supporting characters initially dismissed as comedic
relief, are given strong character arcs of bravery, courage, and
love for their friends, and the final
chapter of Gollum’s story paints
a vivid picture of the inevitability
of temptation, addiction, and unbridled human nature.
I will never understand some
people’s frustration with this movie’s extended ending sequences.
The proper time and care is spent
to fulfill the stories of these wonderful characters, and not since
the original Star Wars trilogy has
the struggle of good and evil, light
and dark been so powerfully conveyed to audiences, and it’s a high
mark that hasn’t been surpassed in
all the years since.
Personal: A+

Personal: A+

Critical: 100%

Critical: 95%

THE HOBBIT: AN UNEXPECTED JOURNEY (2012)

THE LORD OF THE RINGS:
THE TWO
TOWERS (2002)

The Hobbit was made into an
eight-hour trilogy late into production as the original plan was
for only two films (titled An Unexpected Journey and There and
Back Again). Despite the general
disappointment, there are still lots
of positives here. Martin Freeman
and Richard Armitage are perfectly cast as Bilbo and Thorin, and
their dynamic relationship is possibly the best feature in this trilogy. Sir McKellen doesn’t miss a
beat in his return as Gandalf, and
neither do the rest of the returning
actors such as Ian Holm whose inclusion as Old Bilbo makes for a
brilliant narrative framing device.
Shore’s music is still delightful,
and the book-accurate sequences
such as the unexpected party, the
encounter with the Trolls, and the
game of riddles are all masterfully
adapted from the novel. However, nearly all of the new content
created for the film (namely the
backstory/resurrection of Azog or
the story of Radagast the Brown)
is unnecessary and leads to massive tonal inconsistencies, an
unfocused story, and a sluggish
pace. Every time the plot picks
up momentum, there’s another
flashback or expositive scene that
brings it to a screeching halt.
I wouldn’t say this is a bad
movie, but it’s almost a bad Mid-

The Two Towers is a slowerpaced film than its predecessor,
not firing on all cylinders until
the second act with the return of
Gandalf and the exorcism of King
Theoden. However, when the
movie is good, it contains some
of the series’ greatest moments.
Andy Serkis gives his first of several Oscar-worthy performances
as Gollum, cementing his place
above Thanos, Caesar, Dobby,
and Davy Jones as the most realistic and compelling CGI/motioncapture character in film history.
The Battle of Helm’s Deep is truly
the best battle sequence ever put
to film in all its aspects, such as
the pacing of tension and relief or
the clear sense of geography on
the battlefield. Aragorn continues
to become a deeper, more empathetic leader as he continues his
hero’s journey in contrast to the
despair of the Men of Rohan, and
it’s worth mentioning that Legolas provides the best stunts and
fight scenes in the franchise.
I consider this film to be the
weakest of the trilogy as Frodo
and Sam’s story is rather uneventful and altered from Tolkien’s
original novel (the third act visit

dle-Earth movie. Like its two
sequels, it is plagued with copious amounts of distracting CGI,
atrocious action sequences, and
breakneck tonal shifts between
beheadings and bunnies. The acting, directing, and artistic design
are fantastic, the resolution of
Bilbo and Thorin’s character arcs
is quite heartwarming, and I love
the addition of the musical elements and songs from Tolkien’s
book, but the writing process in
the adaptation of the novel and
the last ditch effort to make the
movie longer to warrant an entire
trilogy haunt the film as it is just
good enough to make you wonder
how great it could’ve been.
Personal: C
Critical: 65%
THE HOBBIT: THE DESOLATION OF SMAUG (2013)

This sequel improves on the
first film, but not by much. It has
a stronger sense of urgency and a
tone of foreboding danger (odd
for an adaptation of a children’s
novel, but at least it’s consistent).
Once again, the moments that
are true to the source material
are satisfying, especially Bilbo’s
conversation with Smaug. On
that note, Benedict Cumberbatch
steals the show through a powerfully intimidating performance
that is the highlight of the trilogy.
Luke Evans and Lee Pace are both
welcome additions, even if their
roles are altered from the novel.
Legolas’ return makes contextual
sense, though he distracts from
the main story every time he appears for another outlandish fight
sequence. The infamous romantic
subplot between Kili and Tauriel
feels very out of place, despite the
actors’ chemistry. Gandalf’s side
quest to investigate the Necromancer holds great potential as a
deeper exploration into Tolkien’s
mythology and lore, yet it is executed in a fairly underwhelming
manner.
The Desolation of Smaug is
probably the most well-crafted
film in the trilogy, regardless of
its increasing unfaithfulness to
the source material. It needs to
be viewed in its Extended Edition
since there are several important
plot points or characters that are
mostly cut from the theatrical version (such as the skin-changer
Beorn), and it unfortunately still
has the excessive CGI and battle
scenes. However, it has the coolest title of the three movies, a brilliant Cumberbatch performance,
and contains one of the most impactful and effective cliffhanger
endings in recent memory.
Personal: C+
Critical: 70%
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE
OF THE FIVE ARMIES (2014)
What a mess. The first half of
this film is generally good with
well-done scenes that build dramatic tension between Thorin and
the others, the intense confrontation between Bard and Smaug,
and a visually energetic battle
against the Ringwraiths. Freeman and Armitage are still in top
form in their scenes together, yet
as soon as the giant worms arrive,
the quality plummets rapidly for
90 minutes. This is the pinnacle
of needless, poorly-rendered CGI,
excessive brutality and shlock,
and truly nonsensical strategies
and decision-making by characters. The character Alfred acts as a
constant nuisance, and the Dwarf/
Elf love story is as unbelievable
as ever and is unceremoniously
wrapped up in the third act. The
ending forgets how emotionally
moving The Return of the King
was, instead opting for a rushed
wrap-up of the storylines with
no proper sendoffs or meaningful
resolutions. The audience is even
left in the dark about who becomes the King under the Mountain unless they buy the Extended
Edition (once again, a major key
plot point cut from the film for no
reason).
The Battle of the Five Armies
is easily the worst film in the
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Middle-Earth franchise which is
ironic since the posters and advertisement campaign dubbed this
movie as “The Defining Chapter”. It takes a handful of pages
from the novel that briefly detail
the battle and expands them into a
bloated, cartoonish war in which
logical strategy is hanged, all the
characters have inexplicable insight about the plot, and Legolas
finally succeeds at his lifelong
goal of obliterating the laws of
physics. While the acting is still
strong and there are enough solid
character interactions to make it
bearable, the final product is truly
a disservice to Tolkien’s legacy
and to The Lord of the Rings
films.
Personal: F
Critical: 50%
ysics. While the acting is still
strong and there are enough solid
character interactions to make it

CONCLUSION
The Lord of the Rings is, and
probably always will be, my alltime favorite trilogy of films,
beating out Star Wars and Pirates
of the Caribbean. Though his later
work is hit-or-miss, director Peter Jackson can rest assured that
he contributed three outstanding
gems to film history and honored
the legacy of the great J.R.R.
Tolkien in the process. These
movies were ground-breaking in
the field of visual effects and show
a monumental commitment to
practical effects as well with some
of the best costuming, make-up,
and production design I’ve ever
seen. Every member of the vast
ensemble of characters does their
part brilliantly (special shoutouts
to the legendary Sir Christopher Lee’s demanding presence,
Bernard Lee’s conviction, John
Noble’s utter un-likability, and
the forever-unappreciated Viggo
Mortensen for his range of subtlety to raw energy and his unrivaled
commitment to physicality and
characterization). The trilogy’s
climax is so effective and tense
because, as Frodo hangs from
the rock in Mount Doom, we are
unsure if he will take Sam’s hand
or follow his desires to join the
Ring in the fire below. Yet this is
an optimistic story with a happy
ending, so his ultimate decision
holds a great dramatic weight and
the victory of good over evil feels
earned and satisfactory.
Once the decision was made
to bolster two movies into three,
The Hobbit was destined to disappoint in comparison to its beloved
predecessor. The tragic irony in
that fact is that all of the original
material that’s based on the novel
is actually very good and handled
well; it’s the unnecessary filler action scenes and additions that bog

down the momentum, clutter the
story, and shatter the tone. Much
of the source material was also
left on the cutting room floor and
saved for the Extended Editions,
such as the majority of Beorn’s
character and a lot of the explanation behind the Necromancer and
his ties to Azog as he hunts for the
Dwarf Rings of Power. The purpose of the E.E.’s is to expand the
world and reward fans with deeper insight, not to hide important
storyline points from the audience
so they have to spend $30 on the
Blu-ray discs. As I said before, the
performances and direction are all
still up to the mark of The Lord
of the Rings, but it’s the writing,
editing, and overall execution of
the studio that kept The Hobbit
from becoming the classic that
Tolkien’s novel deserves.
Despite the inconsistency between the franchise’s two halves,
the world of Middle-Earth always
manages to convey strong moral
ideas that contain valuable lessons for children as well as larger,
more complex metaphorical messages for adults. Both trilogies are
perfect examples of the Joseph
Campbell style of storytelling,
demonstrating great growth and
maturation in their separate young
protagonists, whether it’s Bilbo
(who lacks confidence and a sense
of adventure) or Frodo (who is
over-sheltered and thus innocent
in the face of danger). The Hobbit
is about universal unity between
races and kingdoms, overcoming
our differences and petty grievances to live in harmony and
maintain peace in the world.
Through the tragic Thorin Oakenshield, the films also convey a
great message against materialism
and greed, expressing the importance of friendship and home over
gold and possessions. The Lord of
the Rings, while also encouraging
the union of the world, emphasizes the points of accepting responsibility and destiny (Aragorn), expressing loyalty and selflessness
for your loved ones (Sam), and
resisting the appeals and eases of
evil with strength and determination to achieve your goals and do
what is right (Frodo). The trilogy also serves as an exemplary
piece of artwork that deserves to
be recognized for its technical
achievements and provides the
average moviegoer with an example of what cinema can be at
its best. I passionately believe that
everyone should see The Lord of
the Rings once in their lives, not
simply because of its cultural and
cinematic importance but its applicable themes and values that
bring out the best in all people.
Cooper Hunt is a senior at Gordon Central High School. A movie buff, Hunt runs “The Hunt for
Film,” where he reviews recent
releases from Hollywood. You can
check out his reviewes at thehuntforfilmwordpresscom.wordpress.
com
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