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In the last week of 
early voting, 35 percent 
of active voters in Gordon 
County have already cast 
ballots during the early 
voting period for the 
2020 General Election. 

This is a significant 
surge from past years 
and is part of the record 
early turnout that 
Georgia has seen so far 
ahead of the November 
elections, according to a 
statement from Georgia 
Secretary of State Brad 
Raffensperger’s office 
on Tuesday, Oct. 27. 

“The record turnout 
is a testament to the 
hard work our state and 
local elections officials 
are putting in to uphold 
election access for 
Georgia voters,” said 
Raffensperger. “We are 
setting records every 
hour. Adjusting to a 
new voting system or 
turning on a dime to 
accommodate a surge 
in absentee by mail 
voting would be enough 
to challenge even the 
most seasoned elections 
officials. Doing so with 
the added complications 
of COVID-19 has 
made this effort truly 

Herculean.”
As of press time 

Wednesday morning, 
Oct. 28, 12,792 of 
Gordon County’s 36,429 
registered voters have 
already turned out to 
vote early, representing 
35 percent of the total 
registered votes in the 
county. According to 
Raffensperger’s office, 
this significant early 
turnout number tracks 
with the record turnout 
seen across Georgia and 
throughout the country.

Record voting seen as 35 percent of Gordon 
County’s active voters have cast ballots early 

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

At the most recent 
meeting of the Calhoun 
City Council on Monday, 
Oct. 26, Calhoun 
Utilities Administrator 
Larry Vickery announced 
that the City has received 
a Georgia Environmental 
Finance Authori ty 
(GEFA) Grant for a solar 
educational and test 
project. 

Founded in 1985, 
GEFA fac i l i t a t es 
programs that conserve 
and protect Georgia’s 
energy, land, and water 
resources.  Calhoun 
Mayor Palmer mentioned 
that the project is being 
made available through 
the 50-50 GEFA grant, 
and that this paves the 
way for the City to 
continue seeking other 
opportunities to utilize 
solar energy.

Vickery said students 
at both school systems, 
including the local 
College and Career 
Academies and math 
classes will be able 
to utilize the unit, 
to be installed on the 

grassy area in front of 
the Calhoun Utilities 
Building on West Line 
Street, to be able to learn 
about solar energy. 

“It’s a small, 40 – 60 
kw unit; that’s enough 
energy to power 4 – 6 
houses,” said Vickery. 
“We can use it to monitor 
what happens with solar 
panels (energy), make 
it adjustable with the 
angle relative to the sun 
so we can pull data and 
see how power delivery 
goes up and down and 
learn the true use of solar 
energy. The students will 
be able to learn about 
these things, and we 
will, too. There will be 
optimizers on it so we 
can drill down in the data 
and teach the students 
how to calculate panel 
production and how to 
adjust the panels to get 
better production. We 
had the opportunity and 
decided to try it out. Our 
local Armory had one and 
ours will be larger. Ours 
will be on the ground and 
you will be able to walk 
around and see (the unit 
and panels).”

The energy produced 

from the solar panels 
will be dumped into 
the regular energy 
production.

Vickery said the unit 
was originally scheduled 
to be placed and in 
service in September, 
but because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
the installation was 

postponed. The hope 
is to have it installed 
and working in the first 
quarter of 2021.

In other news from 
the meeting:

A second reading of a 
beer, wine, and distilled 
spirits package license at 
a location of 960 North 
Wall Street, by Dilip 

Patel (Calhoun Liquor) 
was held. Patel will 
also serve as the store 
manager. The public 
hearing will be held on 
Nov. 9. 

A second reading 

Council notified that City has received GEFA 
grant for a solar educational, test project

See CITY, 
page 11A

See ELECTION, 
page 9A

The Gordon County Board of Elections and Voter Registration Office has seen 
long lines the past two weeks as residents have made their way to vote early 
for the 2020 General Primary. Early voting ends this Friday, Oct. 30. Registered 
voters can vote early from 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Wednesday - Friday. Election Day 
is next Tuesday, Nov. 3. Precincts will be open from 7 a.m. - 7 p.m. that day. 
(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Morning Pointe has 
released a statement 
concerning the recent 
COVID-19 outbreak at 
their Calhoun facility.

As reported earlier 
today, Morning Pointe 
of Calhoun, an assisted 
living facility for seniors 
with a wing dedicated 
to Alzheimer’s care, 
suffered an outbreak of 
COVID-19 cases over the 
weekend. Morning Pointe 
of Calhoun had been the 
only nursing facility in 
Gordon County, and one 
of just a handful across 
the state, who had not 
experienced a reported 
case of COVID-19 
throughout the pandemic 
until this weekend. 

O n  M o n d a y 
afternoon, Oct. 26, the 
Georgia Department of 

Public Health released 
their Long-Term Care 
Facil i ty COVID-19 
Report, which is updated 
as COVID-19 numbers 
are reported. At this time, 
out of 63 total residents 
from both assisted living 

and Alzheimer’s care 
at Morning Pointe of 
Calhoun, there are 21 
positive cases among 
residents (33 percent) 
and five positive cases 
among staff members.  

“Since the onset of 

the COVID-19 pandemic 
in early 2020, Morning 
Pointe of Calhoun 
has incorporated the 
infection prevention 

Morning Pointe of Calhoun 
responds to COVID-19 outbreak

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Calhoun man arrested 
after domestic incident 

on Twin Oaks Drive

Calhoun pol ice 
arrested a man on simple 
battery and terroristic 
threats charges this 
weekend after an incident 
on Twin Oaks Drive.

According to the 
incident report, around 
11 p.m. on Saturday, 
Oct. 24, officers were 
dispatched to 151 Twin 
Oaks Drive in reference 
to a physical domestic 
dispute in progress 
between 42-year-old 
Wesley Roberts, of the 
address, and a juvenile 
male relative. While 
enroute to the scene, 
officers were advised 
by dispatch that the man 
had a firearm with him 
and left the scene to look 
for the juvenile relative.

Officers met with a 
juvenile witness down the 

road from the residence, 
who had been on scene 
151 Twin Oaks Drive. 
The witness told officers 
he had been inside the 
house  at 151 Twin Oaks 
Drive when he heard 

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

See ARREST,  
page 12A

See MORNING POINTE, 
page 9A
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The City has received a 50-50 GEFA Grant for a solar unit that will be used as an 
educational and test project for the City of Calhoun. The unit is going to be placed 
in the grassy area in front of the City of Calhoun’s Utility Building on West Line 
Street.. (CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

WESLEY ALAN 
ROBERTS  

(PHOTO: Gordon County 
Sheriff’s Office)
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Second Front
Oncologist Vinjamuri joins AdventHealth Medical Group
AdventHealth Medical Group is 

pleased to announce that Mridula 
Vinjamuri, MD, pictured, has joined 
AdventHealth Medical Group 
Hematology Oncology at Calhoun, a 
hospital department of AdventHealth 
Gordon. Dr. Vinjamuri will see patients 
in the new AdventHealth Gordon 
Cancer Center when the center opens 
in December.

With more than 13 years of 
clinical experience, Dr. Vinjamuri 
joins Terrilyn Blackstock, ACNPC-
AG, at AdventHealth Medical Group 
Hematology Oncology at Calhoun 
where patients receive compassionate 
whole-person Cancer Care. 

A graduate of Guntur Medical 
College in India, Dr. Vinjamuri 
completed her surgical residency at 
Cornell University in Manhasset, 
New York, and her internal medicine 
residency at Michigan State University 
in Saginaw. She then completed a 
fellowship in hematology and 
oncology at West Virginia University 
Hospital in Morgantown. Board-
certified in hematology and oncology, 
Dr. Vinjamuri is also a member of the 
American Society of Clinical Oncology, 
American Society of Hematology and 

American Medical Association.
Dr. Vinjamuri has received numerous 

recognitions, honors and awards 
in academics, research and clinical 
care during her career. Among those 
distinctions is her recognition as one 
of “American’s Top Physicians” by 
Consumers’ Research Council of 
America as well as a notable grant 
awarded by the Health Care Foundation 
of New Jersey recognizing her 
excellence in research. Dr. Vinjamuri 
has given multiple case presentations 
in medical conferences across the 
United States and has authored dozens 
of abstracts and publications, including 
topics on PET scans in small cell 
lung cancer and chemotherapy of brain 
tumors.

“I am very excited about joining 
AdventHealth as we envision the 
same philosophical values and ethics 
regarding patient care,” said Dr. 
Vinjamuri. “We believe in high quality 
of care that heals both body and mind. 
I look forward to working with a team 
that believes being in the medical field 
is not just a job but their calling and 
commitment to patient care.”

For more information about Dr. 
Vinjamuri or AdventHealth Gordon 
Cancer Care services, please call 706-

625-4285.  
About AdventHealth Gordon
Founded in 1935, AdventHealth 

Gordon is proud to be a member of 
AdventHealth. With a sacred mission 
of Extending the Healing Ministry of 
Christ, AdventHealth is a connected 
system of care for every stage of life and 
health. More than 80,000 skilled and 
compassionate caregivers in physician 
practices, hospitals, outpatient clinics, 
skilled nursing facilities, home 

health agencies and hospice centers 
provide individualized, wholistic care. 
A shared vision, common values, 
focus on whole-person health and 
commitment to making communities 
healthier unify the system’s nearly 
50 hospital campuses and hundreds 
of care sites in diverse markets 
throughout almost a dozen states. For 
more information about AdventHealth, 
visit AdventHealth.com or Facebook.
com/AdventHealth.

ADVENTHEALTH GORDON

The 6th-ranked Sonoraville 
volleyball team (40-13, 8-2) outlasted 
Richmond Academy of Augusta in five 
sets 25-22, 21-25, 22-25, 25-14, 15-9. 

The Phoenix came out sluggish 
the first set, but managed to scratch 
their way back in and pull out the 
win. The next two sets went to the 
Lady Musketeers, despite late surges 
by Sonoraville. The fourth set was 
all Phoenix, as the team came alive 
behind sophomore Alley Cole, who 
had a majority of her school-record 
28 kills in the final two frames. The 
Phoenix carried that momentum into 
the fifth set to secure the victory and 
reach their second Final Four in school 
history.

“It was a tough atmosphere to play 

in, and the Richmond girls gave us 
a heck of a fight,” said Head Coach 
Trace Vaughn.  “We could have easily 
given up, but there’s no quit in this 
team. I’m so excited that they are 
beginning to believe in themselves and 
their hard work is paying off.”

Cole had two blocks to compliment 
her kill-fest. Raleigh Hooper had a 
career-high 37 assists, 6 digs, 5 kills, 
and 5 aces. Abby Chambers had 7 kills, 
9 digs, 2 blocks, and an ace; Kayleigh 
Ownbey had 6 kills and 6 digs; Amber 
Sparkman had 5 kills, 2 blocks, and an 
ace; Camden Steely had 19 assists, 2 
blocks, and an ace; Gracyn Thompson 
had 15 digs and an ace; and Megan 
Grantham had 9 digs and an ace.

The Phoenix will travel to 
Westminster for their Final Four 
match-up on Saturday (time TBD).

CONTRIBUTED

Phoenix Volleyball advances to Final Four

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

In their first year in Region 
7-AAAAA, the Calhoun High School 
boys and girls cross country teams both 
qualified for the state championship 
by finishing fourth in the Region 
7-AAAAA Championship at Woodland 
High School. 

On a humid day against some of 
the state’s best competition, the girls 
swarmed and were led by a 7th place 
finish by junior Anna Gibson (22:20). 
Linda Perez, Joanne Garcia, Jasmine 
Rodriguez, and Lisbeth Guiterrez all 
scored for the Jackets. Katrina Dong 
and Ally Tallent also finished strong. 
Several of the Lady Jackets out sprinted 
their opponents to further solidify their 

qualifying finish. The boys race was 
even closer, with the Jackets finishing 
nine points ahead of Hiram to finish 
fourth and secure a state qualifying 
position. The boys were led by senior 
star Felipe Barrios, who finished 2nd 
overall in a time of 17:08. Julian 
Santiago, Ricardo Meija, Francisco 
Pena, and Enders Cinto rallied the 
last mile and a half after a steep 
hill to seal the deal for the Jackets. 
Freshman Christopher Garduno and 
Isaac Thacker were also major factors. 
Aaliyah Rivera, Nicholas Repp, and 
Dekota Ovalle shined in the JV races. 

The Swarm will travel to Carrollton 
on November 7th to compete in the 
GHSA AAAAA State Championship 
Meet. Go Jackets!

CONTRIBUTED

CHS Boys, Girls XC 
teams qualify for State



Charles Bray, Sr.
Charles Jeffrey Bray 

Sr., 55, of Calhoun, died 
Tuesday, Oct. 27, 2020 
after several years of 
declining health. He was 
born on March 18, 1965 
in Cartersville to Charles 
and Barbara Hayes Bray.

Charles was a loving 
son, father, grandfather 
and friend. He loved his 
career as a school bus driver, which he drove for the 
county for about 10 years. He attended Assembly of 
Faith Church. He attended Red Bud Schools. He will 
be missed dearly by the ones he loved.

He is survived by his sons and daughters-in-
law, Charles (Stephanie) Jeffrey Bray Jr., Drake 
(Hana) Bray, and Jeremy (Jasmine) Bray; brothers 
and sisters-in-law, Johnny (Dana) Bray and Tony 
(Sharon) Bray; sisters and brother-in-law, Usa 
(Kevin) Pruitt and Lori Bray; grandchildren, Kannon 
Bailey, Landon Bray, Paisley Bray, Madison Stone, 
and Owen Vandyke; parents, Charles Lee Bray and 
Barbara Bray; a host of other relatives and cousins; 
a very special friend Marie Dyer and adopted son 
John Flores.

To honor his wishes his body was cremated and 
all services are private.

To leave condolences and sign the online guest 
book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Charles Jeffery Bray.

Donald Cooley
Donald Leon Cooley, age 75, of Calhoun, passed 

away Saturday, Oct. 24 at Hamilton Medical Center.
Donald was born Aug. 3, 1945 the son of the late 

Vernon Cooley and Polly Baker Cooley. He was a 
veteran of the United States Air Force and a member 
of Five Springs United Methodist Church. Prior to 
his retirement, Donald was a salesman for Mathews 
and Park Carpet.

He is survived by two sons, Chad Cooley of 
Vermont and Charles “Chip” Cooley of Gallatin, 
Tenn.; one sister, Brenda Boswell and her husband 
Edward of Calhoun; step-sister, Pat Autry and 
her husband Dan of Calhoun; step-brother, Jimmy 
Burnette and his wife Helen of Calhoun. Two 
grandchildren, Morgan and Joy Cooley and one 
great-grandson also survive.

A celebration of Life of Don Cooley will be 
conducted Saturday, Oct. 31 at 5 p.m. from Five 
Springs United Methodist Church, located at 2823 
Five Springs Road, Dalton, Georgia, 30720.

In lieu of flowers, Don would have enjoyed if 
you donated in his name to the local charities that 
he was involved in, Five Springs UMC Food Pantry, 
The Dalton Greator Works, or your local Lion’s 
Club.

Due to Covid-19 the Celebration will be held 
outside and the church is asking everyone to wear 
a mask.

You may send condolences to the family at www.
thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Donald Leon Cooley.

Sonjia Cooley
Sonjia Loretta Cooley (Shoemaker), 76, of 

Calhoun, died Tuesday, Oct. 27, 2020. She was 
born on April 10, 1944 in Cullman, Ala. to the late 
Newton Shoemaker and Judy Overloy. She was 
preceded in death by her brother and sister-in-law 
Michael and Rose Shoemaker.

She is survived by her sons, James (Renne) 
Shoemaker and Mark Bates; daughter, Shirley 
(Tony) Smith; brother, Darrell (Ruth) Shoemaker; 
grandchildren, Leslie Grant and Amber Stansell; 
great grandchildren, Brayden Grant, Bentley Grant, 
Brantley Grant, Abigail Stansell, and Benjamin 
Stansell.

To honor wishes her body was cremated and all 
services are private.

 To leave condolences and sign the online guest 
book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to serve 
the family of Sonjia Loreatta Cooley (Shoemaker).

Donald “Don” Emmons
Mr. Donald “Don” 

Ray Emmons, 77, of 
Adairsville, passed away 
Friday, Oct. 23, 2020, 
at Redmond Regional 
Medical Center.

He was born in 
Pensacola, Fla. on Nov. 
18, 1942, son of the 
Leona Antone Parker 
and Allen L. Emmons. 
He was a member of New Life Ministries Church. 
A decorated veteran of the United States Army, he 
served three tours in Vietnam, where he received the 
Purple Heart, Bronze Star and other distinguished 
medals. He was also a member of the American 
Legion Brock Pelfrey Post #245, Adairsville and 

enjoyed volunteering his experienced service with 
the Adairsville High School JROTC program. In 
his spare time he liked golfing with his boys and 
traveling with his family. He loved life and was a 
friend to all. Don will be dearly missed by all who 
knew him. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; his 
loving wife of 57 years, Nina R. Emmons; brother, 
Charles Emmons and sisters, Lucille Merritt and 
Barbara Hardy.

Survivors include his sons, Ron (Cindy) 
Emmons, Terry Emmons, Darrell (Polly) Emmons, 
and Stephen (Licia) Emmons; daughter, Donna 
Emmons; brothers, Frank (Doris) Emmons, Wayne 
(Barbara) Emmons, and Allen (Beverly) Emmons; 10 
grandchildren, 15 great-grandchildren, and several 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral services will be held Wednesday, Oct. 28, 
2020, at 3 p.m. from the chapel of Barton Funeral 
Home with Rev. Steve Morrow officiating. The 
family will receive friends Wednesday from 1 p.m. 
until the hour of the funeral. Interment will follow in 
Eastview Cemetery, Adairsville with military honors 
provided by the Adairsville High School JROTC and 
the American Legion Carl Boyd Post #42. Family 
will serve as pallbearers.

Family and friends attending services will be 
required to wear face mask and observe social 
distancing.

Sign the guestbook and leave online condolences 
at www.BartonFuneralHome.net.

R. Dudley Barton & Son Funeral Home, 
Adairsville, is in charge of arrangements for Mr. 
Donald “Don” Ray Emmons.

Diane Fleming
Patricia Diane Defoor Fleming, 69, of the Spring 

Place Community, died after a sudden illness on 
Saturday, Oct. 24, 2020. 

Diane was preceded in death by her father, 
Wayne Defoor; her husband, Willie Fleming and a 
grandson, Tyler Blake Fleming. 

For many years, she operated the Kozy Kitchen 
in Calhoun.

Diane is survived by her son, Eric (Kim) Fleming; 
her mother, Jeanette Defoor; her grandchildren,  
Kagan Tait Fleming, Gavin Trace Fleming, 
Cameryon Seth Fleming, Kierston Diane Fleming; 
her brother, Rodney Wayne (Deborah) Defoor; her 
sister, Deborah Gail (Gary) Starks; nieces, nephews, 
and other relatives.

The Fleming family will receive friends on 
Thursday, Oct. 29, 2020 from 4 – 8 p.m. at Max 
Brannon and Sons Funeral Home.

The funeral service will be conducted on Friday, 
Oct. 30, 2020 at 4 p.m. from Higher Praise Church 
of God. Diane’s body will lie in state at the church 
on Friday from 3 p.m. until the funeral at 4 p.m. 
Her grandson, Kagan Fleming, will officiate. Her 
grandsons and nephews will serve as pallbearers. 
Burial will be in the family plot at Sardis Cemetery.

The family requests that face coverings be worn 
and social distancing guidelines be maintained for 
the visitation and the funeral service.

Friends may sign the online guest register at 
www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Diane Fleming.

Lindsy Hyde
Mr. Lindsy G. Hyde, 

age 72, of Adairsville, 
passed away Sunday, 
Oct. 25, 2020, at his 
residence.

He was born in 
Ducktown, Tenn. on Oct. 
26, 1947, son of the late 
Olin Benjamin Hyde and 
Edna Allen Hyde. He 
was a faithful member of 
Cedar Creek Baptist Church where he served as a 
deacon and Sunday school teacher. Mr. Hyde was a 
veteran of the United States Army and was stationed 
in Alaska. He retired from Georgia Power with over 
40 years of service. He enjoyed spending time with 
his family and writing poetry and music. Mr. Hyde 
was preceded in death by his parents.

Survivors include his loving wife of 48 years, 
Vickie Hyde; daughter, Cindy Hyde Brookshire; 
grandson, Camden Brookshire; brother, Jack Soulis; 
a niece, nephew, and several cousins also survive.

Funeral services will be held Friday, Oct. 30, 
2020, at 2 p.m. from the chapel of Barton Funeral 
Home, Adairsville, with Reverends Gregg Free, Larry 
Hibberts, and Barry Adcock officiating. Interment 
will follow in the Cedar Creek Church Cemetery, 
Adairsville. The family will receive friends Friday 
from 12:00 noon until the funeral hour at Barton 
Funeral Home.

Family and friends attending services will be 
required to wear face mask and observe social 
distancing.

R. Dudley Barton & Son Funeral Home, 
Adairsville, is in charge of funeral arrangements for 
Mr. Lindsy G. Hyde.

Reva Powell
Reva Dillard Powell, 

age 94, of Calhoun and 
previously of Carrollton, 
passed away on Friday, 
Oct. 23, 2020 at Hamilton 
Medical Center.

Reva was born on 
Nov. 5, 1925 in Etowah, 
Tenn. to the late Lemuel 
Franklin Dillard and Zula 
Mae Moreland Dillard. 
Also, she was preceded in death by a sister, Dot 
Bailey. She was a member of First United Methodist 
Church of Calhoun. Reva was an avid bridge player 
and a social butterfly.

She is survived by a daughter, Louise Powell 
Dobbs and her special friend Michael Foster; two 
grandchildren, Jeff Lacey and his wife Gail, Matt 
Lacey and his wife Rita; two great-grandchildren, 
Emily Lacey, and Logan Lacey; God great-
grandchild, Gracie; one niece Jane Byars and her 
husband William and their son Chip.

A private family graveside service was conducted 
on Tuesday, Oct. 27, 2020 from Fain Cemetery with 
Reverend Ed Archer officiating.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Reva Dillard Powell.

Marshall Smithey
Mr. Marshall L. 

Smithey, 77, a well-
known resident of 
Calhoun, died Friday, 
Oct. 23, 2020, at 
AdventhHealth Gordon 
following two years of 
declining health.

Mr. Smithey was born 
in Dalton on July 18, 
1943. He was preceded 
in death by his daughter, Marsha Smithey McDaniel 
on Aug. 13, 2020.

He was an avid fisherman, loved different genres 
of music and was a beloved musician and singer 
with the Covenants Quartet; he was a member of 
Heritage Baptist Church, and was a Mason. He 
loved his family and his friends fiercely and enjoyed 
brightening someone’s day.

Survivors include his loving wife, Charlotte 
Witherow Smithey, to whom he was married for 
57 years, grandchildren; Marla Hall, Mayla Hall 
Jackson, and her husband Rhett and Etta McDaniel; 
great-grandson, Emmett Jackson; son-in-law, Flipper 
McDaniel and other relatives.

Funeral services for Marshall L. Smithey were 
held Sunday, Oct. 25, 2020, at 4 p.m. at Heritage 
Baptist Church with Reverend Shane Parrott and 
Eddie Brannon officiating. Interment followed in the 
family lot at Fain Cemetery with Rev. Gary Quarles 
in charge of the committal service. Pallbearers 
serving included Flipper McDaniel, Rhett Jackson, 
Brian Young, Richard Cooper, Brett Cochran and 
Jeff Quarles. Honorary pallbearers included Bill 
Mumpower, Hugh Dell West, Mitch Dutton, Boyd 
Highfield, Randy Jackson, Buddy Moss, Therrell 
Goswick, Kelly Cornwell, Dan Lott, and Ricky Lott. 

The family received friends at Heritage Baptist 
Church on Sunday, beginning at 2:30 p.m. until the 
service hour of 4 p.m. The family asks that flowers 
be omitted. For those who choose, contributions 
may be made in Marshall’s memory to the “Marsha 
McDaniel Memorial” c/o  AdventHealth Gordon 
Foundation, P.O. Box 304, Calhoun, Georgia 30703.

For those attending the visitation/funeral face 
coverings are required and social distancing 
guidelines are to be observed.

Online condolences may be expressed 
and the guestbook signed by visiting www.
maxbrannonandsons.com.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Mr. Marshall L. Smithey.

Jean Stokes
Mattie Jean Campbell 

Stokes, age 94, passed 
on peacefully to her 
heavenly home on Oct. 
26, 2020.

She was born Aug. 
14, 1926 in Dalton to the 
late Andrew Patterson 
Campbell and Mattie 
Lou Stone Campbell. 
She was married to her 
longtime love, James Edward Stokes, Sr. who 
preceded her in death in May 2005. She was also 
preceded in death by her daughter, Linda Jean 
Lathem and son Tommy Eugene Stokes; brother, 
Oscar Campbell; sister, Melvena Morehead, and 
four great-great-grandchildren.

Jean’s hands were rarely still with cooking, 
sewing, crochet and quilting. Many loved ones 
and friends were gifted with her handmade items. 
She was a member of Bethesda Baptist Church 
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THE WEIGHT OF THE CROSS

I remember the time 
I heard of someone 
being crushed in a work 
accident. It’s hard for me 
to imagine the thought of 
being crushed. Just think 
about it. How many of 
you have dropped a piece 

of firewood on your 
foot? You just thought 
it was broken, or maybe 
you’ve stubbed your toe 
when you were bare-
footed. Or maybe you’ve 
hit your knee on a table 
leg when you’ve sat for 
a meal. These were sharp 
momentary pains that 
may or may not have 
left a bruise. Still some 
of you may have been 
in an accident at some 
point when a part of you 
actually was crushed. I 
can’t fathom what that 
must feel like.

Something that I 
asked myself when I 
heard about this man 
who was crushed to 
death was, “What about 
Jesus?” 

Isaiah 53:5 tells us 
that “He was crushed for 

our iniquities.” 
I thought of a scene 

from the Passion of the 
Christ, where Jesus was 
carrying the cross and 
fell with it on top of him. 
What little bit of research 
I’ve done indicates that a 
crucifixion cross would 
have weighed up to 300 
pounds. However, my 
investigations also leads 
me to believe that the 
person being crucified 
wouldn’t have carried 
the whole cross. They 
would have likely 
carried only the carried 
the portion to which 
their wrist and hands 
would have been nailed 
to. This horizontal bar 
known as the patibulum 
had a weight of between 
75 and 125 pounds. We 
don’t know exactly how 

far Jesus carried this 
portion of the cross, 
but the estimated total 
distance is 650 yards (or 
the length of six and a 
half football fields). Oh 
what a weight to carry. 

Now consider this 
that I also read… “By 
the time the victim was 
crucified, he would 
have been flogged by 
the Roman guards with 
an instrument called a 
flagellum, which was a 
short whip consisting 
of several heavy leather 
thongs with small balls 
of lead attached to the 
end of each thong. The 
thongs were 18 to 24 
inches long and not 
unusually in addition to 
the lead balls there were 
fragments of metal, bone 
or glass embedded in 

the leather. According to 
Jewish custom a prisoner 
was flogged 39 times (40 
minus 1 was a sign of 
Jewish mercy). At first 
the thongs would bruise 
the skin only, and then 
as the blows continued, 
they would cut into the 
subcutaneous tissues, 
finally reaching the 
muscles, and even the 
skeletal structures. By 
this time the skin was 
shredded, and ribbons of 
skin could be hanging off. 
Significant loss of blood 
was the result, first from 
the superficial capillaries 
and vessels of the skin 
and subcutaneous tissues 
and finally from larger 
vessels within deeper 
structures such as the 
muscles. The result was 
hypovolemia (low blood 

volume) and if severe 
enough that alone could 
lead to the death of the 
victim.”

Furthermore, my 
thoughts are that this 
wasn’t the worst part 
of the crucifixion. The 
worst part was the 
spiritual aspect of it all. 
The aspect of dying for 
sin that was never His. 
The agony that lead Him 
to even the thought of 
being forsaken by His 
own Father. 

I can’t explain these 
parts, but I know this… 
I owe Him everything 
that I am, have and ever 
will be. 

I have Been Blessed.

Randy Muse
Antioch Baptist Church 

Youth Minister
rmuse1@yahoo.com

RELIGION
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ONGOING 
-Philadelphia Christian School 

is located off Highway 41 between 
Calhoun and Adairsville. The school 
offers 4-year-old kindergarten through 
12th grade, using the A-Beka curriculum. 
To find out more about the school, call 
the office at 706-625-3233.

-Faith Deliverance Ministry and 
Outreach will be taking donations of 
clothes, shoes, also all house hold items 
to help needy families. Call Minister 
Evelyn Adams at 706-671-7988. 

-Celebrate Recovery, a faith based 
12-step program, meets every Tuesday 
at 6 p.m. at Relevate Church in Ranger 
off 411. Call Nicole for information: 
706-979-4713/706-290-8028.

-East Calhoun Church of God, at 
401 Peters Street, gives out groceries 
and clothing through the “Feed the 
Needy” ministry each Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The church hosts 
a miracle healing service every first 
Friday at 7 p.m. For more information, 
contact “Feed the Needy” ministry 
director Florence Jones at 706-409-1981. 
Senior pastor is Keith Reid. 

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Fairmount United Methodist 

Church-Loving One Another To 
Christ. Sunday School at 10 a.m.; 
Worship Service at 11 a.m. Children’s 
Church provided. New Minister now 
Leading. New programs and community 
outreach coming soon.

-Pastor Terry Reisner invites 
everyone to the Vision Pentecostal 
Ministry located at 401 South Wall 
Street in Calhoun. Come hear the truth 
of God’s Word Sundays at 11 a.m.

-Faith Deliverance Church 
& Outreach Ministry Welcomes 
Everyone to an Anointed Church 
Service at 1320 Dawnville Road in 
Dalton every Sunday at 6 p.m. and 
Thursday at 7 p.m. Pastor and Evangelist 
Evelyn Adams, also an Anointed Gospel 
Singing. Come expecting Jesus to move 
for you. Miracles, Healing, Deliverance, 
Salvation. For more information or 
directions, call Minister Evelyn Adams 
(706) 671-7988

-Pine Chapel United Methodist 
Church, located at 2232 Pine Chapel 
Road in Resaca, “A place to begin, 
belong and become.” Sunday School, 
10:15 a.m.; Worship, 11 a.m. Pastor 
Louise W. Elmore.

-Resaca Assembly of God, located 
at 904 Resaca Lafayette Rd NW, would 
like to welcome everyone to please 
come and join in worship and meet our 
Pastor Steve Burns and his lovely wife 
Cathy. Sunday school at 10 a.m., worship 
service on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.. 
Everyone is invited.

-Calhoun First United Methodist 
Church Sunday Worship times: 9:00 
a.m., traditional worship; 10 a.m., 
Sunday school; 11 a.m., contemporary 
service (in the CAC). Calhoun First 
UMC is located at 205 East Line Street 
in downtown Calhoun.

-First Presbyterian Church, located 
at 829 Red Bud Road N.E. in Calhoun. 
Pastor David McDonald invites you to 
join us on Sunday for Sunday School at 
9:45 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m., 
and Bible Study Class Tuesday 10 a.m.

-Oakman Baptist Church located 
at 397 Oakman Rd. Oakman, Georgia, 
has Sunday school at 10 a.m. Covered 
dish dinner every third Sunday following 

worship. Everyone is invited!
-Damascus Baptist Church, located 

on North Highway 41 in Calhoun, 
Sunday School at 10 a.m. Sunday 
worship at 11 a.m. and Sunday night at 
6 p.m.

-Old Sugar Valley United Methodist 
Church located at 2659 Old Rome 
Dalton Road in Calhoun has Breakfast 
Social at 9:30 am every Sunday. The 
church history is colorful, dating back 
to the Civil War, small cozy country 
church nothing fancy! Come join us!

-Faith Deliverance Ministry and 
Outreach with Evelyn M. Adams, 
Minister has been ordained as a Minister 
of the Gospel since 1972. Call anytime 
to come minister to your church of place 
or event at 706-337-3241. 24-hour prayer 
line at 706-671-7988. Send all prayer 
requests to P.O Box 394, Fairmount GA, 
30139. 

-Pleasant Valley Baptist Church is 
a Bible believing & teaching church 
located in the Red Bud Community. 
Pastor Keith Gibson and the congregation 
invite you to come and worship with 
us at 3882 Red Bud Rd., Calhoun. 
Opportunities for worship: Bible Study 
for all ages 10 a.m., Children’s Church 
up to 5th grade 11a.m., Worship service 
11 a.m. Wednesday night service 
times Prayer Bible Study and Student 
Ministries 7 p.m. 706-624-0198, Find 
us on Facebook or email pvbccalhoun@
gmail.com

-Maranatha Baptist Church on 
Hwy 225 across from paradise Drag 
Strip, Calhoun would like to invite you 
to attend our services for Sunday School 
starting at 10 a.m., Worship Service at 
10:45 a.m. Wednesday Night Services 
are at 7 p.m. Everyone is Welcome. 
Pastor Richard Webster.

-Evangelistic Outreach Ministries 
on 1590 Dews Pond Road. Pastor Mark 
Kirby invites everyone to Fellowship 
and Worship with us. Children’s 
Church on Sunday Services starts at 
11:00am Childrens Church starts at 
11:30am. Wednesday nights Bible Study 
7:00pm-8:00pm. Come out and see what 
the Lord is doing!

-The College Street Church of 
God, 731 College St., Calhoun, 706-
483-3666, pastor Dewayne Smith, holds 
weekly services: Sunday school at 10 
a.m., Sunday; morning worship at 11 
a.m., Sunday; Sunday night service at 
6 p.m.; and Bible study on Wednesday 
at 7 p.m.

-Victory Fellowship Center, 925 
Oothcalooga St., invites you to weekly 
worship services held at 11 a.m. every 
Sunday morning. Pastor Joe Stewart and 
the VFC family also invite everyone to 
join each Wednesday at noon and 7:30 
p.m. for anointed and enlightening Bible 
studies. If you are looking to grow in 
your understanding of God’s plan for 
your life and gain greater insight of the 
life changing power of His word, come 
and join us as we study the word.

-Boone Ford Baptist Church invites 
you to attend its services for Sunday 
School starting at 10 a.m. and Worship 
services at 11 a.m. every Sunday.  
Sunday night services are at 6 p.m. on 
the first and third Sunday night of each 
month.  Wednesday night services start 
at 7:30 p.m.  Everyone welcome.  Gary 
Quarles, pastor.

-Pleasant Hill Baptist Church and 
Pastor David Peeler invite everyone 
to attend weekly services. Sunday 
School begins at 10 a.m. and worship at 
11 a.m. Sunday evening activities and 
discipleship training begin at 6 p.m., 

and children’s and youth programs at 
7 p.m. Wednesday service begins at 7 
p.m., along with Bible study programs 
for children and youth.

-Pastor Steve Corbin invites 
everyone to regular services at New 
Zion Baptist Church. Sunday School 
is at 10 a.m., worship service at 11 a.m. 
and Sunday night service at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday night Bible study is at 7:15 
a.m. Everyone is welcome.

-Greater Mt. Tabor Baptist 
Church, 259 Herring Road, NW, 
Armuchee, invites you to come worship 
and fellowship with us on Sunday 

morning at 11 a.m. Pastor Reginald 
McDaniel and Church Family also 
welcome you to attend Mid-Week Bible 
Study, Wednesday evening at 6 p.m. 
and Sunday School at 10 a..m..  We are 
a church on the move for Christ, come 
share with us as we grow in the Word 
of God.

-Resaca First Baptist Church and 
Pastor Rev. Harold Blackstock would 
like to invite you to attend our Sunday 
School at 10 a.m. and worship at 11 
a.m. Sunday night service is at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday night service at 6 p.m. for 
children and youth.

Church Calendar
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Cash Flow with Joe: How we did our first deal

When Ashley and 
I realized we needed to 
make our living as real 
estate investors, it was 
2009. We were freshly 
married, just out of college 
and didn’t have two 
nickels to rub together. 
To put it bluntly, we were 
completely broke.

On top of not being 
able to find jobs that 
fit with our bachelor’s 

degrees, we had a 
mound of student debt 
looming over our heads. 
Constructions jobs were 
hit or miss. And to put 
food on the table, I was 
going door to door with 
a hand-me-down pressure 
washer trying to clean 
houses for $75 a pop.

Ashley and I realized 
quickly that banks were 
not going to loan money to 
two kids to buy investment 
properties when they had 
a bunch of debt and no 
W2 income. So, in order 
to get into the real estate 
world, we were going to 
have to find another way.

This fact didn’t stop us 
from looking and learning. 
We spent countless hours 
riding around looking 
at preforeclosures, 
properties for sale by 
owner and vacant houses. 
We also took classes and 
went to every Real Estate 
Investor Association 
(REIA) meeting we could 

find.
A full year later, we 

found ourselves attending 
a monthly REIA that Bill 
and Kim Cook hosted at 
their ranch in Adairsville. 
We were sitting around 
the fire pit one night when 
a man I’d seen at the 
meeting but hadn’t really 
spoken to approached me. 
He introduced himself as 
Mike Tarpey and asked 
if I wanted to be part of a 
deal. Without hesitation I 
exclaimed, “Yes.”

Tarpey laughed and 
said, “You haven’t even 
heard what I’m offering 
yet.”

It didn’t matter to me 
what he was offering. I 
wanted so badly to find 
a way in, to actually be 
part of a deal and be able 
to learn how to invest. 
And as long as it was 
ethical, I was willing to 
do whatever it took.

Tarpey heard that 
I had a background 

in construction and 
specialized in house 
painting. He needed his 
home painted and didn’t 
want to come out of 
pocket the full amount. 
He proposed that I paint 
his house at a discount 
in return for becoming 
a 50 percent partner in 
a Lonnie Deal he had 
recently acquired. As 
partial payment, he would 
show me everything I’d 
needed to know to do that 
type of deal in the future.

I’d never been so 
happy to paint a house in 
my entire life.

If you don’t know, a 
Lonnie Deal is where you 
buy a mobile home on a 
rented lot. You pay for it 
with cash, do little to no 
rehab on it and then offer 
it for sale with owner 
financing. And since there 
no institutional financing 
available for used mobile 
homes, you can buy them 
for cash very cheaply.

On a typical deal we’ll 
pay $4,000 for the home. 
We do no work to it and 
then sell it for $13,600. 
We’ll get a $1,000 down 
payment and then receive 
payments of $300 a month 
for 3.5 years. That means 
we should make our initial 
investment back in less 
than a year. Everything 
after that is pure profit.

Peter Fortunato has 
great saying: “Use what 
you have, to get what 
you need to get what you 
want.”

What I had was 
painting skills. What I 
needed was a way into the 
investing game and what I 
wanted was to do deals in 
real estate.

I got more than I 
bargained for in this deal, 
but in a good way. We 
learned how to do Lonnie 
Deals and Ashley and I 
went on to do many more 
of them. But the best 
part of this deal was the 

relationship that formed. 
Mike and I have done 30 
or more deals together, 
and we’ve made a lot of 
money.

But the most valuable 
part of that first deal 
was that it led to Mike 
becoming one of my 
greatest friends. And 
there’s no price that can 
be put on that.

Robert Kiyosaki has 
a principle in his book, 
“Rich Dad Poor Dad.” He 
says, “Work to learn, not 
earn.” If you’re new to 
investing, I suggest you 
adhere to this principle. 
It will make all the 
difference in the world.

Joe and Ashley 
English buy houses 
and mobile homes in 
Northwest Georgia. For 
more information or to 
ask a question, go to www.
cashflowwithjoe.com or 
call Joe at 678-986-6813.

Joe & Ashley English
Owners of Focus 

Property Solutions, LLC
focuspropertysolutionsllc 

@gmail.com

What should investors know about the election?

 The upcoming election 
is, of course, big news. But 
there’s more than one way 
to look at it. As a citizen 
and voter, you have your 
own preferences about the 
issues and the candidates. 
But as an investor, should 
you be rooting for any 
particular outcome? 

You might be surprised 
at how a major event 
can have such a minor 
impact on your long-term 
investment success. To 
understand why, consider 
the following four factors:

• Election results don’t 
determine the market’s 
success. A few different 
configurations can result 
from an election. One 
party could win the 
presidency, while the other 
could gain both chambers 
of Congress. Or one party 
could take the White 
House, but the two parties 
could split Congress, 
with one controlling the 
House of Representatives 
and the other gaining 
the Senate. Or one party 
could win it all. But here’s 
the key point: In the past, 
under all these scenarios, 
the financial markets 

have done well at some 
times and not so well at 
others. In short, there’s 
no one “right” political 
configuration that spells 
success or failure for 
investors.

•Different policies 
won’t change our basic 
investment landscape. Of 
course, each presidential 
administration will push 
for its own policies, and 
the same is true for every 
new Congress. And some 
legislation will indeed 
affect investors in some 
ways. For example, tax 
rates on capital gains 
and dividends have 
changed many times in 
the past, and they may 
well change again. If they 
do, adjustments to your 
investment strategy may 
be appropriate. But in the 
bigger picture, we live in 

a democratic system that 
mostly limits the power 
of one administration or 
political party to radically 
overhaul the economy, 
which is primarily made 
up of consumer spending 
and business investment. 
For investors, this means 
the rules of the game, so 
to speak, will probably 
remain consistent no 
matter who’s in charge in 
Washington.

 • M a r k e t 
fundamentals are “non-
partisan.” Obviously, the 
pandemic has wreaked 
havoc on normalcy in 
many areas, including the 
economy. But, eventually, 
we will get past COVID-
19, and when we do, the 
same fundamental factors  
that have always driven the 
economy and the markets 
– corporate profits, 

interest rates, consumer 
spending, innovation, 
productivity and so on – 
will do so again. And these 
fundamentals are non-
partisan – they maintain 
their strength no matter 
what party controls the 
presidency or Congress.

• You’re in control 
of your own investment 
choices. We may well 
experience some volatility 
in the markets before and 
after the election. But, in 
the long run you, rather 
than any external forces 
or election results, control 
your investment success. 
And that means you need to 
follow proven investment 
principles, such as 
owning investments that 
reflect your goals and risk 
tolerance, staying invested 
no matter which direction 
the markets are moving, 

and avoiding bad habits 
such as chasing after 
“hot” stocks that may not 
be suitable for your needs. 

A presidential election 
is important for a number 
of reasons – but it probably 
won’t greatly affect 
your investment success. 
Ultimately, staying on 
track to achieve what’s 
most important to you 
means being aware of 
the factors that affect the 
financial markets, putting 
them in perspective and 
then making appropriate 
decisions that are aligned 
with your longer-term 
goals.  

This article was 
written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Edward Jones. 
Member SIPC.

Dewayne Bowen
Financial Advisor  
at Edward Jones
dewayne.bowen@
edwardjones.com
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Attracting Birds to the Landscape

Having a steady 
population of birds in 
the home landscape can 
be a colorful and diverse 
addition. With the added 
social distancing time 
in 2020 and added time 
at home for students, 
learning about the 
different bird species on 
a property can be fun and 
educational. 

At our home this year, 
a momma bird made a 
nest to hatch her baby 
birds in our wreath on 
the front door. We had to 
be careful entering and 
exiting the house by that 
door, but it was amazing 
to see the bird raise her 

young. 
I have shared in 

previous articles a 
favorite family memory 
of watching the cardinals 
and other birds enjoy 
the birdbaths and 
birdfeeders outside the 
dinning room window 
at my grandparent’s 
home on Thanksgiving. 
Today, I will be sharing 
information on how you 
can attract more birds to 
your home landscape by 
use of a UGA publication 
by Bob Westerfield, UGA 
Extension Horticulturist.

How do you attract 
more birds to the 
landscape or backyard? 
It really is a simple 
concept. You have to 
provide essential items 
that is needed for bird 
survival. If you provide 
or make better those 
options on your property, 
the area will be more 
inviting for the birds. 
Those essential needs are 
food, shelter/nesting and 
water. Your landscape 
will already provide 
some of these, but you 
may need to fill in gaps 
or enhance some of these 
essential needs. 

For example, most 
folks will have at least a 
few ornamental trees or 
shrubs on the property. 
These items can provide 
shelter and nesting areas. 
Our information states 
that multi-stem plants 
that will make a dense 
canopy will give needed 
cover or shelter for birds 
and also will give the 
birds a place to make a 
nest for raising young.

Another thought 
to consider in regards 
to trees and shrubs is 
their ability to provide 
food options. If you 
incorporate native trees 
and shrubs into the 
landscape, they can help 
provide fruits and berries 
for the birds. Depending 
on the trees and shrubs, 
this could help with 
some of the food needs 
for a large portion of the 
year. 

If you have gaps 
with the ornamentals 
providing fruits and 
berries, you do have  
the option of providing 
the food yourself with 
commercial seed mixes. 
The majority of birds 
will consume sunflower 

seed, proso millet seed 
and peanut kernels. 

Keep in mind that 
having the shelter 
options for birds is a 
key in keeping the birds 
around for a long time. 
Cover is important to 
protect the birds from 
inclement weather. 
Multi-stems plants can 
do this with their ability 
to form a dense canopy. 
These options will also 
protect the birds from 
predators and give the 
needed nesting areas.

Our information 
adds that the shelter 
options should include a 
mixture of deciduous and 
evergreen items to make 
sure shelter is available 
all year. It is suggested 
that at least 25 percent 
of the trees and shrubs be 
evergreens.

What about the water? 
You need to make sure 
you are providing a fresh 
water source to help keep 
a bird population. This 
is where bird fountains 
can come into play. Our 
information states that 
the water source should 
be shallow so no more 
than 2 to 3 inches in 

depth. The water should 
be replaced on a regular 
basis. It is suggested 
that running water such 
as a shallow fountain is 
ideal. Just like people, 
birds need water twelve 
months out of the year 
so provide water even in 
the winter. 

I will add that the 
water source should be 
either elevated or in the 
middle of an open area 
to help protect the birds 
from predators. Yes, your 
pet cat can be a predator 
of the birds. Having the 
water source in an open 
area can work in several 
ways. An open area can 
make the birds more 
visible to you, but the 
open area will help the 
birds be on the lookout 
for potential predators 
also.

Our literature has the 
added bonus of giving a 
list of more than twenty 
native trees and shrubs 
that can help make your 
landscape more bird 
inviting. The list will 
give the habit element 
provided by that native 
tree or shrub, the fruiting 
season, if the item is 

deciduous or evergreen 
and the mature size 
of the tree or shrub. 
Examples of options are 
American Beautyberry, 
dogwood, red maple and 
hawthorn to name a few. 
I can provide you this 
list of trees and shrubs 
for attracting birds if you 
simply call the office or 
email me.

Finally, if you are 
serious about attracting 
more birds to the home 
landscape, you should 
consider conducting your 
own landscape inventory. 
The inventory should 
determine the mix of 
evergreen and deciduous 
trees and shrubs on the 
property. Remember, you 
want at least 25 percent 
to be evergreen. You 
should also figure out 
when the native items are 
providing food and when 
the birds may be without 
a food supply. 

Finally, make sure 
you have the needed 
shelter and nesting. 

For more information, 
contact UGA Extension- 
Gordon County at 706-
629-8685 or email 
gbowman@uga.edu

Greg Bowman
Gordon County 
Extension Agent

gbowman@uga.edu

GORDON GROWN

Stamey wins again!

Brooklyn Stamey, left,  took the Top 2nd Grade Show Champion, and 1st, 
3rd and 5th in class recently at the Georgia Final Showdown in Jackson, Ga..  
Stamey attends Sonoraville Elementary.

-The Life Choice Hospice Bereavement Support 
Group will be meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each month. 
The support group is open to anyone in the community 
who would like to attend. The office and support group 
are located at 189 Professional Court, Suite 300, Calhoun. 
For Information, contact Jennifer at 706-602-9001.

-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson Disease 
Association, Inc., is offering a monthly support 
group for persons living with Parkinson Disease, their 
caregivers, family and friends. The support group will 
meet at Gordon Hospital; Conference Room A. For any 
questions about the support group and future meetings, 
call James Trussell at 706-235- 3164 or 706-346-5678.

-Families Anonymous is a 12-step program, for 
those concerned about drug abuse and behavior 
problems of a relative or friend. Completely anonymous, 
non professional, and non religious. No dues, no fees. 
Not connected with any hospital or agency. Located 
on Red Bud Road in plaza below Fitness First, next 
to Calhoun Counseling Center (Dr. Bledsoe’s office). 
Meeting every Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. Call 770-548-7849 
for more information.

-Bondage Breakers- Breaking the chains of 
addiction one soul at a time. Every Thursday night at 7 

p.m. at Crane Eater Community Church, located at 3168 
Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.

-The Georgia Chapter of the Alzheimer’s 
Association is sponsoring a monthly support group 
at Morning Pointe Assisted Living, 660 Jolly Road, on 
the third Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. For more 
information or directions, call Mary Braden at 770-548-
4683 or Karen Parrott at 706-346-5220. 

For more information about dementia and Alzheimer’s 
disease, call 800-272-3900 or visit www.alz.org/georgia.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one consultation 
program, offers education and information to primary 
caregivers of persons with dementia. Any primary 
caregiver who is caring for a loved one with dementia 
in the home is eligible to receive this program. To learn 
more about the Special Care Plus program, call 800-272-
3900.

-Want to make a difference in the community? 
Tapestry Hospice is seeking volunteers to provide 
companionship to our patients, read books, make crafts, 
garden, light house cleaning, administrative work, etc. 
If you’re interested contact Megan at megan.guthrie@
tapestryhospice.com

-The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caring Closet was 

created to help offset the high cost of incontinent products 
and give the families support they often desperately need. 
If you would like to visit the nearest Closet, call the 
chapter office to receive a flier with locations and hours. 
Morning Pointe in Calhoun has a Caring Closet; call 
Mary Braden at 706-629-0777.

-Community volunteers are needed at Countryside 
Hospice Care, where the mission is to promote comfort 
and dignity at the end of life. The agency covers 26 
Northwest Georgia counties between three offices in 
LaFayette, Rome, and Newnan. If you would like to 
participate in this rewarding program, call 706-638-7651 
or 1-800-660-7381.

-Discovering Hope, an autism support group for 
Northwest Georgia, meets the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at Friendship Baptist Church, Rocky 
Face. For more information, call Connie Post at 706-673-
7765 or www.discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection is a telephone support 
group especially for caregivers of loved ones with 
Alzheimer’s who cannot leave their homes because of 
care responsibilities. This support group is as close as the 
phone. Call 706-275-0819 or 1-800-272-3900 and ask to 
be enrolled in Caring Connection.

Help for the Hurting
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For a year of her life, Linda 
Ferguson lived in a booth at a 
transit stop. She spent another 
year living under a bridge.

Her homelessness, she says 
now, “was a bad situation. 
Nobody likes to be outside. 
It’s a very insecure feeling.’’ 
At one point Ferguson, who 
deals with severe anxiety 
attacks, lost her car to theft. 
Later, her personal belongings 
were taken.

But for the past seven 
years, Ferguson, now 66, has 
had a place to call her own. 
She lives in an apartment in 
southeast Atlanta, thanks to a 
supported housing voucher for 
homeless people with mental 
illness.

“I love the bus line,’’ she 
says. “The neighbors are 
great.’’

The program helping 
Ferguson is part of Georgia’s 
effort to comply with an 
agreement it made with the 
U.S. Justice Department to 
overhaul state public services 
for people with behavioral 
health problems and those with 
developmental disabilities.

The landmark pact is 10 
years old this month. GHN 
spoke to about 20 patient 
advocates and experts on the 
successes and failures related 
to the agreement, which was 
renewed in 2016.

The consensus is that 
Georgia has made major 
advances in the care of these 
individuals.

But there are still significant 
gaps — categories in which 
the state has failed to meet 
the terms of the DOJ pact. 
One of these shortcomings is 
that too few Georgians with 
serious mental illness are 
getting supported housing 
vouchers like Ferguson. That’s 
the repeated assessment of the 
independent reviewer assigned 
to monitor the settlement 
agreement, Elizabeth Jones, in 
court filings.

“We’ve come a long way 
from where we were in 2010,’’ 
says Susan Goico, director 
of the Disability Integration 
Project at Atlanta Legal Aid. 
“The state should be applauded 
for that. But the work is not 
done. In supported housing, 
we have a lot of work to do.’’

People are still getting 
discharged from state-run 
mental hospitals and sent to 
homeless shelters, reviewer 
Jones said in her recent report.

The supported housing 
provides not only a place to 
live, but also connections to 
crisis teams, management of 
medications, and help in getting 
to medical appointments or a 
grocery store.

The DOJ agreement 
requires the state to have the 
capacity to provide housing 
aid to any of an estimated 
9,000 people with serious 
mental illness. Jones’ report 
said the number of Georgians 
with authorized vouchers in 
August, the latest month with 
available data, was just 1,672, 
down from a peak of 2,628 in 
January 2018.

The state has lived up 
to its pledge not to admit 
people with developmental 
disabilities into the state-
run hospitals. And scores of 
people with developmental 
disabilities have been moved 
from hospitals into community 
residences. Still, major service 
problems led to adverse 
medical events, including 
deaths, for many of these 
former hospital patients.

Exposé led to action
 
The Justice Department 

lawsuit against the state 
came after a 2007 series of 
articles in the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution revealed a myriad 

of problems in the state’s 
mental health system.

State-run hospitals for 
people with mental illness 
and developmental disabilities 
were overcrowded and 
understaffed, and dozens of 
patients died under suspicious 
circumstances, the newspaper 
repor ted .  Meanwhi le , 
community services for people 
in need were scarce and 
underfunded. The result was 
a shockingly flawed system in 
which few people got the help 
they needed.

And Georgia’s publicly 
funded services already were 
the focus of a groundbreaking 
1999 U.S. Supreme Court 
decision – known as Olmstead. 
The justices had ruled that 
unjustified use of institutions 
to segregate people with 
disabilities from society 
constituted discrimination and 
violated the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.

Two years after the AJC 
articles, in 2009, Georgia 
created a new state agency 
to address the problems in its 
public mental health system. 
It’s known as the Department 
of Behavioral Health and 
Development Disabilities 
(DBHDD).

Since October 2010, when 
the DOJ pact was signed, 
the state has spent more than 
$290 million on meeting the 
agreement’s terms.

The current DBHDD 
commissioner, Judy Fitzgerald, 
said in a statement to GHN 
that “our state hospitals, team 
members, and community 
providers have embraced this 
charge for change and [served] 
Georgia’s most vulnerable 
citizens with a new level of 
care, dignity and respect. The 
transformation is measurable 
and remarkable, and coupled 
with our sustained commitment 
to improvement, we expect 
continued progress.’’

The pact has caused 
Georgia to spend much 
more money on services for 
vulnerable people than would 
have been politically possible 
without it, says Stan Jones, an 
Atlanta attorney and longtime 
advocate for people with 
mental illness.

Still, Georgia’s mental 
health spending has lagged 
behind the national average. 
The state spent $60.25 per 
capita (based on 2015 figures), 
ranking 44th among states, 
and spending far lower than 
the national mark of $109 
per capita, according to Ted 
Lutterman, with the National 
Association of State Mental 
Health Program Directors 
Research Institute.

In 2018, he says, Georgia 
served 13 people in its public 
mental health system per 
1,000 state residents, versus a 
national rate of 23.

Fewer people in mental 
hospitals

 
The shift to community 

services and away from 
care in institutions has been 
dramatic. Two state hospitals 
– in Rome and Thomasville 
– have closed, while another, 
in Milledgeville, has been 
downsized.

In October 2010, these 
hospitals combined had a total 
capacity of 2,436 inpatient 
beds. Now it’s 1,075 beds.

And the patient care in 
the remaining hospitals has 
improved, says Devon Orland, 
litigation director of the 
Georgia Advocacy Office.

Community services for 
people with mental illness 
have been created and beefed 
up, including treatment teams, 
crisis stabilization units, 
supported employment and 
housing. “People are getting 
more of what they want to 
recover and maintain their 
wellness,’’ says Sherry Jenkins 

Tucker of the Georgia Mental 
Health Consumer Network.

Far fewer people with 
developmental disabilities 
reside in state hospitals 
after many have moved into 
community living situations. 
In 2010, there were 726 
such individuals in state 
institutions; now the number 
is down to about 100.

Included in the success 
stories is Wendy Lang, who 
moved from Gracewood, an 
Augusta hospital serving 
people with developmental 
disabilities, into a group home.

At the home, a nurse helps 
her with her medical needs, 
and support staff can take her 
to a doctor’s appointment or to 
a grocery store. “She’s made 
such great improvement’’ 
since that move, said Shonta 
Hazel, a support coordinator, 
in a video produced by the 
Department of Behavioral 
Health and Developmental 
Disabilities.

The early years of such 
transitions, though, produced 
many poor outcomes, leading 
the state to order a moratorium 
on the moves. Media outlets 
reported that almost 10 percent 
of the 480 Georgians with 
developmental disabilities 
who moved out of state 
hospitals from 2010 to mid-
2014 died after being placed in 
community situations.

The transfers eventually 
resumed, with medical 
providers more attuned to the 
needs of the developmentally 
disabled.

But the recent Jones report 
noted that neglect has been 
substantiated in the deaths 
of some developmentally 
disabled Georgians in fiscal 
year 2020. Such cases included 
“staff not responding in a 
timely manner to a change in 
the condition of the person, 
thus resulting in a delay in 
obtaining needed care.’’ 
One person did not receive 
her seizure medications as 
ordered and died while having 
a seizure, the report said.

The transition process 
has improved after a wave 
of problems, says Eric 
Jacobson, executive director 
of the Georgia Council on 
Developmental Disabilities. 
He adds the state is still lacking 
enough service providers, 
and notes that there continue 
to be people in institutions 
who could live in community 
settings.

This year, meanwhile, 
COVID-19 has halted those 
transfers from hospitals.

Harmless, but in jail
 
The troubling gaps in 

mental health services continue 
to draw much criticism.

The Georgia Sheriffs’ 
Association told GHN that the 
settlement agreement hasn’t 
prevented many people with 
mental illness from being 
locked up in jails even though 
they have not committed 
violent offenses.

“They don’t need to be in 
jail, but there’s no place to take 
them. It’s very frustrating,’’ 
says Bill Hallsworth, jail and 
court services coordinator for 
the Sheriffs’ Association. “A 
lot of them are good folks but 
they have a hard time getting 
along in the community.’’

“The jails have become 
the de facto biggest mental 
health facility’’ in the state, 
Hallsworth adds.

Lei Ellingson, senior 
associate director of the 
Mental Health Program at the 
Carter Center in Atlanta, adds 
that the state “has never found 
out how to get people out 
of jails and connect them to 
community services.’’

The state’s Crisis and 
Access Line, meanwhile, is 
often inundated with callers 
seeking mental health help, 

some patient advocates say.
“There are no long-

term services’’ for people 
with mental illness, adds 
Bonnie Moore, a leader of 
the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness in Rome. She 
says the homeless in Rome 
and elsewhere in northwest 
Georgia “have nowhere to go 
or to live.’’ Moore adds that 
there has recently been a rise 
in attempted suicides.

And a familiar problem 
has continued to haunt the 
system: hospital readmissions 
of people with mental health 
problems.

The Jones report in 
September noted that several 
people had multiple hospital 
admissions without a link 
to supported housing before 
their discharge. Instead, they 
were referred to rooming or 
boarding houses or homeless 
shelters. One with 65 episodes 
of hospitalizations was 
discharged to a shelter instead 
of supported housing, the 
reviewer’s report says.

An Atlanta woman who has 
been homeless for more than 
two years, who asked not to 
be identified, told GHN that “a 
lot of things happen to people 
on the street.’’

Anyone homeless for a 
significant time “has PTSD, 
depression and anxiety,’’ says 
the woman, who just got 
connected to housing through 
a City of Atlanta program.

Helping her is the Intown 
Collaborative Ministries, 
a homeless outreach 
organization that says Atlanta 
shelters are not accepting new 
people because of the risk of 
COVID-19.

Brad Schweers, the 
nonprofit’s executive director, 
said barriers to more housing 
include a limited supply of 
suitable places. The state’s 
voucher program, he adds, “is 
very difficult to navigate.”

“There are no long-
term services’’ for people 
with mental illness, adds 
Bonnie Moore, a leader of 
the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness in Rome. She 
says the homeless in Rome 
and elsewhere in northwest 
Georgia “have nowhere to go 
or to live.’’ Moore adds that 
there has recently been a rise 
in attempted suicides.

And a familiar problem 
has continued to haunt the 
system: hospital readmissions 
of people with mental health 
problems.

The Jones report in 
September noted that several 
people had multiple hospital 
admissions without a link 
to supported housing before 
their discharge. Instead, they 
were referred to rooming or 
boarding houses or homeless 
shelters. One with 65 episodes 
of hospitalizations was 
discharged to a shelter instead 
of supported housing, the 
reviewer’s report says.

An Atlanta woman who has 
been homeless for more than 
two years, who asked not to 
be identified, told GHN that “a 

lot of things happen to people 
on the street.’’

Anyone homeless for a 
significant time “has PTSD, 
depression and anxiety,’’ says 
the woman, who just got 
connected to housing through 
a City of Atlanta program.

Helping her is the Intown 
Collaborative Ministries, 
a homeless outreach 
organization that says Atlanta 
shelters are not accepting new 
people because of the risk of 
COVID-19.

Brad Schweers, the 
nonprofit’s executive director, 
said barriers to more housing 
include a limited supply of 
suitable places. The state’s 
voucher program, he adds, “is 
very difficult to navigate.”

“Since the budget cuts, I 
don’t know if the oversight 
is going to continue,” says 
Orland, who notes that 
children’s services are 
not covered under the DOJ 
agreement.

A new pilot program, 
though, is a promising model 
to help the housing situation, 
Jones said in her report.

Housing First provides 
housing and community 
support and treatment that’s 
consumer-or iented and 
recovery-based, says founder 
Sam Tsemberis, with no 
requirements for sobriety 
upon entry. He says the state’s 
voucher program has recently 
been made easier to work with, 
and adds that inspections are 
done faster so that access to 
apartments is more efficient.

“We anticipate measurable 
success in improved access and 
positive individual outcomes,’’ 
a DBHDD spokesman says.

A lingering challenge, 
meanwhile, is in serving the 
patients with the most complex 
problems – those who have 
both a mental illness and a 
developmental disability.

Vaughn Calvert says 
his son was housed at the 
Milledgeville hospital in his 
20s. “He thrived there. He 
needs structure,’’ says Calvert, 
who requested anonymity for 
his son.

But Calvert said his son 
had to move from the facility 
in 2011, going first to a group 
home, then to an apartment 
in Athens. The son, who has 
bipolar disorder, cycled in and 
out of the emergency room 
of an Athens hospital. He’s 
now in Moultrie, almost 200 
miles from the Calverts’ home 
in Putnam County. “We want 
to bring him back home, but 
there are no providers here.’’

When his son spirals into 
crisis, Calvert says, he needs 
another level of care than 
what’s available — a treatment 
facility that can handle people 
with both mental health 
problems and developmental 
disabilities.

“I appreciate what the 
state has done for him,’’ says 
Calvert. “We need this last 
piece of the puzzle.’’

Andy Miller is the editor 
and CEO of Georgia Health 
News.

GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: Georgia’s mental 
health pact changed lives -- but not for all

ANDY MILLER, Editor and 
CEO Georgia Health News



and served over the years with her love of gospel 
music, singing in the choir, teaching Sunday School, 
and her love for the Baptist Women’s Missionary 
group, serving in her church, local and state levels. 
As a Christian, she never ceased to pray for others. 
She studied the Bible and read it through at least 19 
times. She amazed others by reciting scripture to the 
alphabet. Her favorite Bible verse was Philippians 
1:21 - For to me to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
She was also a member of the Calhoun TOPS group.

For many years, after retirement, she and her 
husband camped out in the Smokies and started a 
campground ministry.

Jean is survived by her daughters, Marlene 
(Bill) Plancon, Charlotte (Eddie) Phipps; sons, 
Rev. Larry (Carolyn) Wells, Gary (Sandra) Wells, 
James Jr., (Pam) Stokes, David (Jan) Stokes, and 
Sidney Stokes; sister, Margaret (Earnest) Cline; 22 
grandchildren; 40 great-grandchildren, and 18 great-
great-grandchildren and many nieces, nephews and 
cousins.

Due to the current health crisis, a private family 
service will be conducted on Friday, Oct. 30, 2020, 
at Bethesda Baptist Church with Rev. Wesley Hunt 

and Rev. Ronnie Wells officiating. Interment will 
follow in Fain Cemetery with Rev. Keely Hasty 
officiating. Music will be arranged by granddaughter 
Sara Martin. Pallbearers serving will include her 
grandsons.

In lieu of flowers please consider making a 
contribution in her memory to your favorite charity 
or to the Bethesda Baptist Church building fund.

The service will be recorded and posted on the 
Bethesda Baptist Church Facebook page after 4:00 
PM on Friday, October 30, 2020.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Mattie Jean

Donald Turner
Donald Earl Turner, 

69, of Calhoun, died 
Sunday, Oct. 25, 2020 
after several years of 
declining health. He was 
born on July 27, 1951 in 
Calhoun to the late Carl 
Turner and Ruby Pack.

He is survived by his 
brother, Sammy (Reane) 

Turner; sisters, JoAnn Turner Bates and Sonia 
(Anthony) Tuner Cozart; several nieces and nephews 
also survive.

To honor his wishes his body was cremated and 
all services are private.

To leave condolences and sign the online guest 
book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Donald Earl Turner.
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Serving Calhoun and Gordon 
County for more than 40 years

706-629-9139

Of the 12,792 ballots cast in Gordon County so far, 3,481 
absentee by mail ballots have been returned by mail or through 
the more than 200 absentee ballot dropboxes that have been 
installed across the state. The drop boxes were first allowed 
following a rule passed by the State Election Board, which 
is chaired by Secretary Raffensperger, earlier this year at the 
request of county elections officials.

Much of the surge in early voting has come from record 
early, in-person voting. As of 5 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 27, in 
Gordon County, 9,311 voters have cast ballots early, in-person.

According to Raffensperger’s office, Georgia is recognized 
as a national leader in elections. It was the first state in the 
country to implement the trifecta of automatic voter registration, 
at least 16 days of early voting (which has been called the “gold 
standard”), and no-excuse absentee voting. Georgia continues 
to set records for voter turnout and election participation, 
seeing the largest increase in average turnout of any other state 

in the 2018 midterm election and record primary turnout in 
2020, with more than 1.1 million absentee by mail voters and 
more than 1.2 million in-person voters utilizing Georgia’s new, 
secure, paper ballot voting system.

Early voting continues through this Friday, Oct. 30, from 
8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. each day at the Annex Building, located 
behind the Gordon County Courthouse on Piedmont Street. 
The General Election will be held next Tuesday, Nov. 3. 
Precincts will be open that day from 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. in Gordon 
County. 

ELECTION 
From page 1A

guidelines set forth by the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) and the Georgia Department of Public 
Health (DPH) to mitigate the spread of this contagious 
virus. A recent article in the Gordon Gazette on Tuesday, 
October 27, identified that Morning Pointe of Calhoun 
was dealing with an occurrence of over twenty positive 
cases of COVID-19 at the facility. The leadership team 
has been working with the Georgia DPH to implement 
aggressive measures to contain the outbreak, isolating all 
residents to their respective apartments and providing a 
deep clean and sanitation to the entire Morning Pointe of 
Calhoun building,” said Morning Pointe in a statement.

“I have personally been in touch with family members 
to inform them of the latest updates regarding the virus 
and the safeguards we continue to provide to their loved 
one,” says Kandi Wade, executive director at Morning 
Pointe of Calhoun. “We are doing everything in our 
power to protect our residents. Communication with all 

involved parties, as well as resident and associate safety, 
continue to be top priorities.” 

“Ongoing wellness measures and precautions at the 
facility include—but are not limited to—the following: 
restricting visitor access to the building, increased 
handwashing and sanitization, required daily health 
screenings for associates and any authorized visitors, 
the use of personal protective equipment such as face 
masks, mandatory COVID-19 testing for residents and 
associates, and quarantining when appropriate,” said 
Morning Pointe in their statement.

“COVID-19 is changing the way we, as an industry, 
provide care,” says Mandy Taylor, RN, senior vice 
president of clinical operations for Morning Pointe 
Senior Living. “Our on-site nursing and regional care 
staff are working around-the-clock to make sure our 
residents affected  by this virus continue to get the 
care and support they need. We are also committed to 
providing the same level of support to associates at our 
Calhoun community.” 

“The challenges surrounding COVID-19 are not 
unique to Morning Pointe,” said Greg A. Vital, president 

of Morning Pointe Senior Living. “I know I speak for 
many when I say that the vaccine cannot come soon 
enough, especially to protect our vulnerable senior 
population across the country. I am very proud of the 
resolve and dedication that has been shown by the 
associates at Morning Pointe of Calhoun—and I know 
they will continue to provide the safest care possible to 
our residents. Our hearts and prayers go out to those who 
have been affected by COVID-19.”

Calhoun Fire confirmed that on Sunday, Oct. 25, they 
were called in for decontamination of the facility. 

According to Calhoun Fire Chief Lenny Nesbitt, he 
received  a call just after 11 a.m. on Sunday to provide 
service with the AeroClave desanitation unit to address 
common areas that needed  decontamination in Morning 
Pointe due to possible COVID cases. A crew of two CFD 
personnel from Squad 1 spent approximately four hours 
in the decontamination process and used the machine in 
the common areas that was requested.

According to Gordon County EMA Director Courtney 
Taylor, the department is providing additional PPE and 
masks for staff at Morning Pointe.

MORNING POINTE 
From page 1A
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Education
SHS Marching Phoenix earn Grand Championship
The Sonoraville High School Marching Phoenix 

competed Saturday, Oct. 24 at the Peach State 
Marching Competition at Barron Stadium in Rome 
and were named David L. Waters Grand Champions 
in the Silver Division.  

The Band, Percussion, Color Guard,  Majorettes 
and Drum Major Daniel Arguetta all received superior 
ratings.  Both the Color Guard and Majorettes earned 
Best in Class awards. 

“Our students have shown incredible drive and 
perseverance in the midst of so much adversity this 
season,” said Director of Bands Justin Burke. “Their 
performance Saturday in the rain was a perfect 
example of how much their passion for what they 
do shines through difficult conditions. I’m beyond 
proud of how hard they’ve worked in such an atypical 
year. I want to thank our staff Blayne Bass, Jessica 
Childers, Heather Roberts and Hannah Roberts for 
their commitment to excellence in these challenging 
times. I also want to thank our amazing band parents 
for all they do. It’s great to be a Phoenix!”

Photo: CHRIS DARNELL

Tolbert Elementary holds wellness event for staff

Tolbert Elementary would like to thank AdventHealth Gordon for taking the time to visit our school on Friday, Oct. 23 for a wellness check-in with our staff 
members. They provided blood pressure readings, health and wellness consultation, and lots of goodies to encourage and support our staff. The school also wants 
to thank the following local businesses for donating various items for giveaways: ProHealth Wellness Center, Oasis Detox Spa, Merle Norman, and Cozy Cabin 
Candle Company.

Calhoun High School theatre students  
announce results of recent food drive

At Calhoun High School, members of Thespian 
Troupe #2940 of the International Thespian Society 
(ITS), the honor society for high school theatre 
students, collected 335 cans of non-perishables that 
were donated to the Voluntary Action Center as part 
of Treat So Kids Can Eat (TOTS Eat).

TOTS Eat is a national community service 
program for ITS-member schools to collect canned 
and dry goods for local charities and food banks. 
Since the campaign began in 2003, Thespian troupes 
have collected and distributed over four million 

pounds of food to help their neighbors in need.
Troupe Director Julie Leggett said, “I am so 

proud of these students. In addition to their regular 
schoolwork, and their commitment to the fall 
production of Freaky Friday and all that entails in 
terms of rehearsals, they truly believe in the motto 
of TOTS Eat, ‘Because hunger is a very scary thing,’ 
and make time to collect food. They work to make 
their community better both on stage and off.”

About the Educational Theatre Association, home 
of the International Thespian Society

The Educational Theatre Association is an 
international association with more than 135,000 
active members. EdTA’s mission is shaping lives 
through theatre education: honoring student 

achievement in theatre; supporting teachers by 
providing professional development, resources, and 
recognition; and influencing public opinion that 
theatre education is essential and builds life skills. 
EdTA is the home of the International Thespian 
Society, an honorary organization established at 
nearly 5,000 schools, that has inducted more than 
2.3 million theatre students since its founding in 
1929. EdTA also produces the International Thespian 
Festival and publishes Dramatics magazine for high 
school theatre students, and Teaching Theatre, a 
journal for theatre education professionals. The 
Educational Theatre Foundation is the philanthropic 
arm of EdTA

CATHERINE GOVIGNON,   
Community Outreach Officer
Calhoun High School

To stay up to date on the latest community news,  
follow the Gordon Gazette on Facebook,  

Instagram and Twitter...or visit our website:

www.gordongazettega.comGazette
GORDON
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of a beer, wine, and distilled spirits package license at a 
location of 241 Highway 53 East, by Kamlesh Patel (ABC 
Liquor & Tobacco Outlet) was held. Patel will also serve 
as the store manager. The public hearing will be held on 
Nov. 9.  

A second reading of a beer, wine, and distilled spirits 
pouring license at a location of 165 Outlet Center Drive, 
Suite 5, by Craig Johnson (Guacamoles) was held. Johnson 
will also serve as the store manager. The public hearing will 
be held on Nov. 9. 

A first reading of a beer, wine package license at a 
location of 295 West Line Street, by Vinod Patel (High Tech 
Fuel) was held. Patel will also serve as the store manager. 
The Council voted to set the public hearing for Nov. 23. 

A first reading of a beer, wine package license at a 

location of 1503 Redbud Road NE, by Ghanshyan Patel 
(Circle K) was held. Patel will also serve as the store 
manager. The Council voted to set the public hearing for 
Nov. 23. 

The Council approved a request from the Calhoun 
Recycling center to surplus the a  2016 Cardboard Baler 
and Compactor and a Cardboard Baler on GovDeals. The 
equipment had been replaced with more industrial-style 
equipment and had sat in storage since 2018.

The Council approved a manager change request at a 
location of 401 West Line Street, by American legion Post 
47. The prior manager was Terry Bruce Henderson and the 
proposed manager is Donna Blair.

The agenda originally included a reading for the 2021 
beer, wine and distilled spirits package license renewals 
would be held, but Mayor Palmer postponed their reading 
and approval/denial until the next meeting on Monday, Nov. 
9.

City Administrator Paul Worley then gave the September 

Cash Report.
According to Worley, the City currently has $2,651,221in 

the General Fund, which is, as Worley said, “a nice increase 
from last month,” where the City had around $1.6 million at 
that time. Worley also pointed out that the Golf Operating 
Account has experienced a strong month, where there was 
$432,103, up from $322,000 from last month.

Worley said that this month’s Hotel/Motel Tax Collections 
is $58,004, which is down 33 percent from September 
2019 when collections were $87,182. Collections of the 
Hotel/Motel Tax are up 77 percent over April 2020 when 
collections began a hit due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

In Vickery’s Utilities report, he told the Council that 
the Utility Operating Account has a total of $7,324,508 
and reserves, bonds and investments in the amount of 
$7,253,700 for a total of $14,578,208. 

The next meeting of the Calhoun City Council will be 
held at 7 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 9 at the Depot in downtown 
Calhoun.

CITY 
From page 1A
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Wesley Roberts and Roberts’ wife arguing in 
their bedroom, and that when he walked into the 
Roberts’ bedroom, that Roberts got off the bed and 
walked towards him. He said that Roberts’ wife got in 
between them and that Wesley Roberts then punched 
him in the face. The report states that officers 
observed no visible marks on the juvenile, who told 
officers that when it happened, Roberts’ wife told him 
to run to a neighbor’s house and call 911. 

Officers then made their way to 151 Twin Oaks 
Drive and spoke to Roberts’ wife and another witness. 
Roberts’ wife told officers that she and Wesley 
Roberts had been arguing and she had left the home 
earlier that day. When she returned home, she and 
Wesley began arguing again. The wife had a video 
recording of the argument. She told officers that 
Wesley got out of the bed and walked towards her and 
the juvenile; that he exchanged words and then struck 
the juvenile with his hand. The officers reviewed the 
video footage and observed Wesley getting very close 
to his wife and the juvenile, but the video shut off. 
The wife told officers she then told the juvenile to 

run out of the house because she thought Wesley was 
going to do more harm to him. She told officers that 
she heard Wesley yell at the juvenile, saying he was 
going to kill him before the cops arrived. The wife 
said that Wesley then went into the basement and got 
into a vehicle; she told officers there was some sort of 
physical altercation in the basement but did not know 
exactly what happened. The wife told officers that 
Wesley got bullets out of the car and walked upstairs, 
went to a closet and got a shotgun out and began to 
walk to the door. The wife said she then ran out of 
the house and hid in the bushes. She told officers that 
Wesley got into a blue Kia Rio and left towards Jones 
Road. She told officers she felt like Wesley might 
harm himself or the juvenile. 

While the officers were on scene, Wesley texted 
his wife and told her to tell his kids he loved them. At 
that time, Wesley’s mother arrived on scene and was 
able to speak to Wesley via her telephone. The report 
states that Wesley was uncooperative and would not 
tell officers where he was, and said that he would 
not meet with officers because they would put him in 
handcuffs and take him to jail. The report states that 
the wife was very upset, crying and visibly shaking 
while she was explaining to the police what had 
happened. The juvenile told officers he heard Wesley 

say he was going to kill someone and that he had seen 
Wesley with a firearm. 

Officers obtained written statements from 
witnesses, and a short time later were notified that 
the Floyd County Police Department was able to 
conduct a traffic stop on the vehicle and detain 
Wesley Roberts. Roberts were transported to Gordon 
County Jail, where he signed a copy of his Miranda 
rights and talked to an officer about what had 
happened. During the interview, Wesley admitted 
he’d had approximately 10 beers to drink prior to the 
incident and admitted to being under the influence. 
He admitted he did get close to the juvenile’s face 
but did not recall touching him. He said that he had 
gone to the basement to get a shirt out of his vehicle, 
even though he was already wearing a shirt. The 
report states that Wesley repeated multiple times that 
he was under the influence and could not recall all of 
the details of the incident. He told officers he never 
had a firearm, but did admit that there was some sort 
of physical altercation in the basement, with his wife 
pulling on his shirt.

Wesley Roberts was arrested and charged with three 
misdemeanors: Simple Battery (FVA), Terroristic 
Threats and Acts and Cruelty to Children (FVA).

ARREST 
From page 1A
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