
Volume 2, No. 50www.gordongazettega.com
Calhoun-Gordon County’s #1 Source for News

Wednesday, April 1, 2020

 Second Front.............2A
 Obituaries..................3A
 Church News.............5A
 Ag..............................7A
 Law & Order..............8A

Index

SECOND FRONT   2A

TALLATOONA’s LIHEAP 
Cooling Assistance Program 
begins.

Inside this issue:

CRIME                     8A

Smyrna man arrested on 
DUI charges after incident 
at Loves Travel Plaza.

@gordongazette

@gazettegordon
@gordongazette

In accordance with 
Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) guidance 
to limit large gatherings 
for the next eight weeks, 
on March 30, the United 
Way of Gordon County 
Board of Directors and 
the agency’s Dancing 
with the Stars Planning 
Committee, announced 
its decision to postpone 
this year’s “Mohawk 
Presents  Calhoun 
Dancing with the Stars” 
event. Jennifer Latour, 
Executive Director of 
United Way of Gordon 
County, confirmed that all 
parties have been notified 
and that additional 
information about new 

dates and times will be 
provided when decisions 
are in place. 

“The health and 
safety of our dancers 
and the community are 
our top priorities as we 
work to minimize the 
risks associated with the 
coronavirus (COVID-
19). We continue to 
follow the guidance of the 
Governor’s Coronavirus 
Task Force, the Georgia 
Department of Public 
Health (DPH), and the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC),” said Latour. 
“With that being said, we 
are still planning to have 
the show, just at a later 
date.  We do not want 
to compete with other 
ceremonies and events 

like graduations and 
proms that are currently 
being rescheduled. As 
more details about the 
virus and rescheduling of 
events become available, 
we will have a better 
understanding as to when 
to have the show,” she 
continued. “This was a 
very hard decision to 
make, but if all goes well 
the show will go on.”

Dancers will continue 
to rehearse in virtual 
group number practices 
by committee member 
Michelle Frix Ward. The 
nine couples have been 
cautioned to exercise 
extreme caution when 
practicing their team 
dance. 

The mission of United 
Way of Gordon County is 

to accurately assess the 
needs of Gordon County 
and to mobilize available 

resources to meet those 
needs. It serves eighteen 
local agencies in Gordon 

County, as well as serving 
as a referral source for 
the community. 
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According to the 
Floyd County Police 
Depatment, a Calhoun 
businessman remains 
in Floyd County Jail 
Wednesday morning 
with a judge denying 
bond after being arrested 
on Monday, March 30 
in Rome on various sex 
crime charges.

According to the 
incident report provided by 
the Floyd County Police 
Department, on Friday, 
March 27, an officer was 
contacted by someone 
wanting to exchange money 
for sex acts. The person, 
identified as Christopher 
Charles Baggett, 43, of 
Calhoun, believed he was 
speaking with a 14-year-old 
child. He set up a meeting at 
an agreed upon location for 
Monday, March 30. 

An operation was set 
up and on Monday, after 
riding around in the agreed 
upon area in Rome then 

leaving, an officer pulled 
over Baggett’s vehicle on 
the lot of the Olive Garden. 
Baggett originally told the 
officer he was “just riding 
around and had driven 
through the dump area of 
Midway Park.” When asked 
why he had been in that 
area then suddenly left, he 
told the officer “no reason.” 
After being asked to exit 
his vehicle, the officer 
received consent from 
Baggett to search him; the 
officer removed a knife 
from Baggett’s person. At 
that time, Baggett told the 
officer, “I know why I’m 
being pulled over. I was 
there to meet someone that 
I had been talking to that I 
shouldn’t have been. I didn’t 
have a good feeling about it 
and I left.” He admitted to 
attempting to meet up with 
a child. It was discovered 
that he had $245 in cash on 
him and was in possession 
of a small firearm.

Baggett was charged 
with Child Molestation/
Aggravated Child 

Molestation; Trafficking 
of Persons for Sexual 
Servitude and Possession of 
Firearm or Knife During the 
Commission of or Attempt 
to Commit Certain Felonies.

According to the 
Georgia Corporations 
Division, Baggett is the 
owner of Crystal Caverns 
Spring Water, LLC, a water 
delivery company located 
on River Street in Calhoun.

Bond denied for Calhoun 
businessman arrested in 

Rome on child molestation, 
trafficking persons for 

sexual servitude charges
Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com
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Gordon County Fire 
& Rescue responded to 
a house fire on Friday, 
March 27, at 157 School 
Street NW off of Hill City 
Road in Resaca.

According to the 
incident report, multiple 
engines and tankers 

responded to the call, 
with GCF&R receiving 
automatic aid from 
Whitfield County Fire. 
Upon arrival, firefighters 
reported flames coming 
from the roof. An offensive 
fire attack was assigned, 
and it was determined the 
fire was located in the 
attic and the second and 
first floors. Once the fire 

was controlled, overhaul 
began.

The American Red 
Cross was called to assist 
the homeowners. The 
house is deemed a total 
loss, with property and 
content damage estimated 
at $116,000. No injuries 
were reported.The cause 
of the fire remains under 
investigation.

Cause of Resaca fire remains under investigation
Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

This year’s Dancing with the Stars Gets Schooled 
event postponed amid COVID-19 concerns
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Gordon County Fire & Rescue responded 
to this house  fire at 157 School Street NW 
in Resaca on Friday, March 27. The fire is 

still under investigation.

Another local industry 
is experiencing the 
effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic with Mohawk 
releasing a statement 
concerning an employee 
at the Union Grove 
Distribution facility that 
has tested positive for 
the virus.

“On March 25, we 
were notified that an 
employee at the Calhoun 
Union Grove Distribution 
facility tested positive 
for coronavirus,” said 
Mohawk in a statement. 
“After first experiencing 
symptoms on March, 6, 
the employee left work 
and did not return. We 
are following CDC and 
local health department 
protocols for notifying 
employees and cleaning 
and sanitizing the area.”

Seve ra l  o the r 
industries in Calhoun-
Gordon County have 
released statements in the 
past couple of weeks after 
at least one employee at 

each business has tested 
positive for COVID-19.

On Friday, March 
13, Brumlow Mills, a 
supplier and producer 
of area and accent 
rugs, announced one 
of their employees had 
tested positive for the 
coronavirus.

“This afternoon, 
March 13, 2020, we were 
notified that a Brumlow 
Mills employee tested 
positive for COVID-
19 and is currently 
undergoing medical 
treatment,” the company 
said in a statement. “This 
employee had earlier 
tested positive for the flu 
virus and has not been 
on the premises for eight 
days. Two additional 
employees who worked in 
the immediate proximity 
of this employee have 
been notified by the 
Georgia Department of 
Public Health and will 
self-quarantine for 14 
days.”

Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

Mohawk’s Union 
Grove plant latest 

with report of 
COVID-19

See INDUSTRY,  
page 9A

MAIN A1
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The Calhoun Police Department 
would like to remind everyone 
that school buses are still rolling, 
delivering meals to students during the 
state mandated closing of all public 
schools. Bus drivers run their usual 
routes, stop, honk, and kids come out 
to get their meals, Monday through 
Friday from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

“We would like to offer the 
following safety tips for motorists,” 
said Calhoun Police Chief Tony Pyle.

-If you are driving behind a school 
bus, allow a greater following distance 
than if you were driving behind a car. 
It will give you more time to stop once 
the yellow lights start flashing. It is 

illegal in all 50 states to pass a school 
bus that is stopped with its lights 
flashing and stop sign out.

-Never pass a school bus from 
behind or from either direction if 
you’re on an undivided road and the 
bus has stopped.

-If the red lights are flashing and 
the stop arm is extended, Traffic Must 
Stop. (Yellow caution lights flashing 
on a school bus are like the ones at an 
intersection, meaning if you can stop, 
then you should.)

-The area 10 feet around a school 
bus is the most dangerous for children, 
stop far enough back to allow them 
space to safely enter and exit the bus.

-Be alert, children are often 
unpredictable, and they tend to ignore 
hazards and take risks.

CPD reminds public to remain watchful of school 
buses as they drop off meals for students 
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The numbers released by the 
Department of Public Health (DPH) 
as of today at noon confirm 3,817 
positive cases now in Georgia which 
is up from 3,028 last night at 7 p.m. 
Deaths in the state of Georgia went 
from 100 cases at 7 p.m. up to 108 
today at noon.

As for Gordon County, per the 
DPH, we are now at sixteen confirmed 
positive cases and one death as of 
today’s noon report. AdventHealth 
Gordon numbers reported today 
to Gordon County Emergency 
Management for cases tested at their 
facility are as follows: six positive 
results, 36 negative results, and 20 
pending results. Just as a reminder, 
DPH cases are assigned to each 
county by the address of the resident, 
not where they were tested. Also, this 
is all the information that has been 
shared with Gordon County as due 
to HIPPA laws we do not know the 
names of any patients or fatalities.

We also want to take this time to 
let our citizens know that Gordon 
County, Calhoun, and leadership and 
public safety from all municipalities 
continue to work alongside each 
other to address issues relevant to 
COVID-19 within our community. 
Today we held the fifth meeting via 
web conference of the Calhoun-
Gordon County COVID-19 Pandemic 
Task Force comprised of all local 

governments, state government, 
public safety agencies, schools, skilled 
nursing facilities, assisted living 
facilities, public health, churches, 
non-profit organizations, and our 
hospital. These weekly meetings 
serve as tools to make sure we are all 
collaborating together to stay up to 
date on our current situation as well 
as that around our nation.

We also want our community 
to know that while these meetings 
are weekly we are working daily 
together to combat this virus here 
in Gordon County and taking steps 
to make sure we are prepared for 
different scenarios that could present 
themselves. Our focus is on social 
distancing as evidenced by the joint 
resolution between the county and all 
municipalities last week. We need our 
citizens to heed these directives to 
assist in keeping us all safer as well 
as doing the small things like covering 
your cough and washing your hands. 
The best-case scenario is that by 
practicing these things we are able 
to keep our numbers here in Gordon 
County at a lower count than some of 
our surrounding communities.

We are all working hard on keeping 
the best-case scenario in play at the 
same time we assure the public that 
we are planning for a more worst-
case scenario if necessary. Plans are 
in place and have been reviewed and 
updated that would address issues that 
we would face in this type of scenario 
to include surge capacity plans for our 

hospital, alternative care site plans if 
we must offer medical care in other 
locations, as well as casualty plans. 
These plans were all created in hopes 
that we never have to use them but 
they are in place and ready to be 
enacted if the need arises.

We have approached this by trying 
to get information out to our public 
that would not cause fear and panic 
but instead would urge our citizens 
to be mindful of their surroundings 
and use common sense precautions 
to prevent the spread of all infectious 
diseases including COVID-19. Some 
of these steps are:

Stay at home if at all possible.
-Avoid gatherings of more than 10 

people and practice social distancing 
by maintaining 6 feet of physical 
separation from others at all times.

-Wash your hands frequently with 
soap and warm water for at least 20 
seconds. If soap and water are not 
available, use an alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer.

-Avoid touching your eyes, nose, 
and mouth with unwashed hands.

-Avoid close contact with people 
who are sick.

-Stay home when you are sick.
-Cover your cough or sneeze with 

a tissue, then throw the tissue in the 
trash.

-Clean and disinfect frequently 
touched objects and surfaces.

We will continue to work diligently 
to be prepared to protect our citizens 
and visitors no matter the threat we 
are faced with. We continue to ask for 
your prayers for our community, our 
state, and our nation.

UPDATE FROM THE CALHOUN-GORDON COUNTY 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC TASK FORCE
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Georgia Northwestern Technical 
Col lege’s  (GNTC) Spring 
Commencement Ceremony has been 
rescheduled to August 11, at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Forum River Center in Rome.

The decision was made in 
accordance with Governor Brian 
Kemp’s Executive Order for GNTC 
to remain closed through the spring 
semester. Both spring and summer 
semester GNTC graduates will be 
invited to attend the ceremony. 

“We want to recognize and celebrate 
our students’ successes; however, 
during these extraordinary times, we 
believe it is best to reschedule the 
graduation ceremony,” stated GNTC 
President Dr. Heidi Popham.  “The 
safety and well-being of our students, 
faculty and staff remains our top 
priority.”

Graduation letters will be emailed 
to GNTC’s spring and summer 
graduates at the end of May. Students 
should follow the instructions in the 
letter regarding the ceremony. For 
any questions about GNTC’s Spring 
Commencement Ceremony, please 
contact us at graduation@gntc.edu.

Georgia Northwestern Technical 
College provides quality workforce 
education to the citizens of Northwest 
Georgia. Students have the opportunity 
to earn an associate degree, diploma, 
or a certificate in business, health, 
industrial, or public service career 
paths. This past year, 12,454 people 
benefited from GNTC’s credit and 
noncredit programs. With an annual 
credit enrollment of 7,730 students, 
GNTC is the largest college in 
Northwest Georgia. GNTC has an 
additional enrollment of 4,724 people 
through adult education, continuing 
education, business and industry 

training, and Georgia Quick Start.  For 
more information about GNTC, visit 
us at www.GNTC.edu. GNTC is a 

unit of the Technical College System 
of Georgia and an Equal Opportunity 
Institution.
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GNTC to hold Spring Commencement Ceremony August 11
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Tallatoona Community Action 
Partnership, Inc. has begun the annual 
Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP) Cooling Assistance 
for Gordon County.

Beginning today at 8:30 a.m., 
Tallatoona began accepting 
appointments for the LIHEAP cooling 
program for senior households age 
65 and older, along with homebound 
households. Appointments for the 
general public will be accepted 

beginning May 1, beginning at 8:30 
a.m.

Gordon County residents who 
qualify will receive either $350 or 
$400 toward their electric bill.

To schedule an appointment, 
visit the Tallatoona website at www.
tallatoonacap.org and click ‘BookNow,’ 
or call 770-817-4666, extension 2.

It’s important to note that due to 
health and safety concerns related to 
COVID 19, appointments for assistance 
will be completed remotely by phone. 
Tallatoona officers are currently closed 
until further notice.

STAFF REPORTS

Low Income Energy Assistance Program Cooling 
Assistance available; appointments begin today for seniors



Caleb Coates
Caleb Brandon 

Coates, age 20, of 
Resaca, departed this life 
Sunday, March 29, 2020 
at his home.

Caleb was born in 
Dalton on Sept. 1, 1999. 
His grandfather, Charles 
Ray Potts preceded him 
in death.

He was an online 
learning student through 
the Georgia Cyber Academy. Caleb had a strong 
love for his home and family life. He was a devout 
Christian who loved his Lord with all his heart. He 
had such a tender heart and could always be heard 
encouraging others to love one another and not have 
hate in your heart. He was a very smart young man 
who will be missed tremendously by his loving 
family.

Caleb is survived by his parents, David and Robin 
Green Coates of Resaca; his grandparents, Raymond 
and Theresa Green of Chatsworth, Geraldine Potts 
of Calhoun; special aunt and uncles, Michael Wilson 
of Calhoun, Doug and Sheena Green of Brunswick, 
Georgia; a very special cousin, Hannah Wilson of 
Maryland; and his very special Cat that he loved 
dearly, Patches; many more cousins, aunts, uncles, 
and family members also survive.

No formal services will be held at this time.
Condolences may be expressed to the family at 

www.pondersfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements are by family owned and operated 

Ponders Calhoun Chapel and Ponders Crematory. 
Our Funeral Home does own and operated its own 
crematory ensuring your loved one never leaves our 
care. 675 Jolly Rd Calhoun GA 30701 706-625-7577

Jerry Dean
Jerry Stewart Dean, age 62, of Calhoun, passed 

away Friday, March 27, at his residence.
Jerry was born Aug. 10, 1957 in Calhoun, son 

of the late John W. Dean Sr. and Polly Ann Stewart 
Dean. He was a graduate of Calhoun High School 
and a member of the Union Grove Baptist Church. 
Jerry was retired from Mannington Mills after more 
than 28 years.

He is survived by one son, Blake Dean and his 
wife Karmin of Adairsville; one daughter, Amanda 
Smith and her husband Joshua of Adairsville; two 
brothers, John W. Dean Jr. and his wife Connie 
of Dalton and Jimmy Dean and his wife Mary of 
Calhoun; three grandchildren, Blakeleigh Dean, 
Ryker Dean, and Bailee Smith. Several nieces and 
nephews also survive.

The family will have a private graveside service 
but wishes to thank their many family and friends 
for their love and understanding during this difficult 
time.

Condolences may be send to the family at www.
thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements for Mr. Jerry Stewart Dean.

Willie Hazelwood
Willie Stanley Hazelwood “Ma,” 99, a longtime 

member of the Plainville community, died Monday, 
March 30, 2020. She was born on Jan. 2, 1921 in 
Gilmer County to the late Bill and Addie Carroll 
Stanley. She was preceded in death by her husband 
Moses Ezekiel “Zeke” Hazelwood in December of 
1985; several siblings also preceded her in death.

She was a member of Shannon Church of God 
Prophecy.

She is survived by her children, Debra and 
Michael Walraven, Michael and Patricia Hazelwood, 
and Janet Howard; brothers and sister-in-law, Charlie 
Stanley and Bennie and Louise Stanley; sisters, 
Mable Holbrook and Mossie Couey; grandchildren, 
William Howard, Angie Ray, Dena Witherow, and 
Becky Lawler; great grandchildren, Kelby, Emily, 
Elaina, Miles, and Zeke; several nieces, nephews, 
and other relatives also survive.

A graveside service to honor Willie “Ma’s” life 
will be held at Scott Cemetery, Thursday, April 2, 
2020.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there will be no 
public visitation. The family encourages everyone 
to consider their safety and the safety of others and 
practice social distancing if choosing to attend the 
graveside service.

A public memorial service will be held at a later 
date.

Anyone unable to attend the service can call 
the funeral home at 706.629.4508 and we will be 
honored to place your name in the family register 
or you can leave online condolences at www.
maxbrannonandsons.com.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Willie Stanley Hazelwood “Ma.”

Barbara Johns
Mrs. Barbara Sue Winters Johns, 71, of the 

Nickelsville community, died Monday in Erlanger 
Medical Center following one year of declining 
health.

Mrs. Johns was born in Gordon County on Feb. 
26, 1949, daughter of the late George Henry Waters 
and Josie Dell Dollar Winters. She enjoyed being 
with her family, was a Home Interior Distributor for 
many years, she enjoyed working in her flower beds, 
visiting the mountains and going to the beach, and 
absolutely adored her grandchildren.

Survivors include her husband, Thomas Johns to 
whom she was married for 50 years; two daughters 

and sons-in-law, Jennifer Johns Hogue and her 
husband, Tony and Jaime Johns Black and her 
husband, Jimmy; five grandchildren, Ricky Postell, 
Brady Barb, Brody Barb, Bree Black, and Amelia 
Hogue along with other relatives and friends.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there will be 
no public visitation or funeral service. The family 
encourages everyone to consider their safety and the 
safety of others.

A private graveside service will be held at 
Fidelle Cemetery with Rev(s) A.J. Waters and Eddie 
Brannon officiating.

A service to celebrate Barbara’s life will be 
announced at a later date.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Barbara Sue Johns of Resaca.

Scott Silvers
Mr. Scott Silvers, 

38, of Douglasville, 
formerly of Calhoun died 
Wednesday, March 25, 
2020, at his residence.

He was born in Ellijay 
on Nov. 18, 1981, son 
of Donald Silvers and 
Angelia Hughes Silvers. 
He attended Gordon 
Central High School and 
was self-employed as a 
HVAC Contractor. He really enjoyed being with his 
kids and riding motorcycles with his son and friends. 
He was preceded in death by a brother, Jacob (Jake) 
Silvers in 2016.

Survivors include his son, Zachary (Zack) Silvers 
of Douglasville; daughter, McKenzie Silvers of 
Douglasville; mother, Angelia Hughes Silvers; 
father and step-mother, Donald and Vickie Silvers; 
brother, Mike Blaylock of Calhoun; and girlfriend, 
Erica Lassiter of Douglasville. Several aunts, uncles, 
cousins and other relatives also survive.

A graveside service to honor Scott’s life will be 
held at Crane Eater Cemetery on Wednesday, April 
1, 2020.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there will be no 
public visitation. The family encourages everyone 
to consider their safety and the safety of others and 
practice social distancing if choosing to attend the 
graveside service.

Anyone unable to attend the service can call 
the funeral home at 706.629.4508 and we will be 
honored to place your name in the family register 
or you can leave online condolences at www.
maxbrannonandsons.com.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Scott Silvers.
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-The Life Choice Hospice 
Bereavement Support Group will be 
meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each month. 
The support group is open to anyone in the 
community who would like to attend. The 
office and support group are located at 189 
Professional Court, Suite 300, Calhoun. For 
Information, contact Jennifer at 706-602-
9001.

-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson 
Disease Association, Inc., is offering a 
monthly support group for persons living 
with Parkinson Disease, their caregivers, 
family and friends. The support group will 
meet at Gordon Hospital; Conference Room 
A. For any questions about the support 
group and future meetings, call James 
Trussell at 706-235- 3164 or 706-346-5678.

-Families Anonymous is a 12-step 
program, for those concerned about 
drug abuse and behavior problems of a 
relative or friend. Completely anonymous, 
non professional, and non religious. No 
dues, no fees. Not connected with any 
hospital or agency. Located on Red Bud 
Road in plaza below Fitness First, next to 
Calhoun Counseling Center (Dr. Bledsoe’s 
office). Meeting every Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. 
Call 770-548-7849 for more information.

-Bondage Breakers- Breaking the 
chains of addiction one soul at a time. 
Every Thursday night at 7 p.m. at Crane 
Eater Community Church, located at 3168 
Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.

-The Georgia Chapter of the 
Alzheimer’s Association is sponsoring a 
monthly support group at Morning Pointe 
Assisted Living, 660 Jolly Road, on the 
third Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. For 
more information or directions, call Mary 
Braden at 770-548-4683 or Karen Parrott at 
706-346-5220. For more information about 
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease, call 800-
272-3900 or visit www.alz.org/georgia.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one 
consultation program, offers education 
and information to primary caregivers 
of persons with dementia. Any primary 
caregiver who is caring for a loved one 

with dementia in the home is eligible to 
receive this program. To learn more about 
the Special Care Plus program, call 800-
272-3900.

-Want to make a difference in the 
community? Tapestry Hospice is seeking 
volunteers to provide companionship 
to our patients, read books, make crafts, 

garden, light house cleaning, administrative 
work, etc. If you’re interested contact 
Megan at megan.guthrie@tapestryhospice.
com

Help for the Hurting

Obituaries   
April 1, 2020
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Physician Group

PERSONALIZED CARE 
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

We accept most health insurance plans.

160 Curtis Parkway NE

Calhoun, GA

Primary Care • 706.529.3025

Neurosurgery & Spine • 706.529.7124

Michelle Little, DO 

Family Medicine

Jennifer Smith, FNP-C

Family Medicine

Justin Hare, DO

Neurosurgery and Spine

HamiltonHealth.com/calhoun

Hamilton Physician Group-
Calhoun Primary Care

706.529.3025

Hamilton Physician Group-
Neurosurgery and Spine

706.529.7124



5AGordon Gazette

Foggy mirrors and a faithful God

O n e  S u n d a y 
afternoon, I was looking 
through Facebook posts 
and I saw where someone 
had done one of the live 
recordings. It was a 
pastor friend of mine that 
I had known for most of 
my life. Interestingly, He 

was preaching from the 
same scripture that I had 
preached from in one of 
my very first sermons. 
The scripture was from 
Matthew 7: 13,14,and 
reads, “Enter ye in at 
the strait gate: for wide 
is the gate, and broad 
is the way, that leadeth 
to destruction, and many 
there be which go in 
thereat: Because strait is 
the gate, and narrow is 
the way, which leadeth 
unto life, and few there 
be that find it.”

Over the years since 
then I have come to 
realize this is so true, 
not that any of the Bible 
is untrue. I remember 
preaching about several 
reasons that made the 
wide, broad path easier to 
follow through. As years 
go by, I’m understanding 

that the very nature 
we’re born with leads us 
to this path. Our nature 
is to sin against God, 
to choose our ways and 
desires over those He has 
for us. This is an easier 
path, because there’s less 
resistance. There’s been 
times where God had 
given me opportunities, 
whether I recognized 
them or not, and I chose 
to squander them away. 
These weren’t due to 
failures or poor decisions 
of others, they were mine. 
These opportunities 
would have allowed for 
greater blessings for 
those in my life. I have 
also witnessed much, and 
some total, destruction in 
the lives of students and 
adults in the past sixteen 
years since becoming a 
Christian. So many lives 

have been ruined by the 
decisions that have been 
made. Satan leads us on 
this path. His goal is to 
destroy your life. Jesus 
was speaking of him, 
in John 10:10 when He 
said, “The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and 
destroy.”

Then there’s the 
straight gate and narrow 
way. This is the gate 
that leads to life. This 
is the way that God sets 
before us to enter into, 
and stay on. This way is 
counter to our nature and 
culture. As I preached 
that message those years 
ago, I remember that 
making mention that God 
leads us to this gate. Far 
too often, the decision is 
made to avoid this gate, 
because there are there 
are costs involved in 

that seem to be greater 
than the costs of going 
through the wide gate. In 
order to “fit” through the 
narrow gate. Our will, 
that doesn’t match-up 
with God’s will for us, 
has to be left outside 
this path; neither do 
our selfish dreams and 
ambitions. For some, it 
may mean walking away 
from careers, friendships 
or even family. I’ve met 
several folks that have 
had to make these tough, 
painful decisions, but I 
can’t remember one that 
said they had regretted 
doing what was right.

I had a twenty-two 
year-old young man 
come to me one time, 
he looked a whole lot 
different than when I first 
met him. He had made a 
lot of decisions that were 

poor, and they have left 
him with lasting scars 
and consequences. My 
heart hurt so much for 
him, because he really 
does want to be on the 
narrow, greater path. As 
he poured out his failures 
to God, he said “it’s too 
late, it’s too late.” I took 
him into a restroom, and 
told him to breath on 
the mirror. I explained to 
him that if it fogged over 
he was wrong, and of 
course it did. The good 
news is that God sets 
the right path before us 
each day. If you’re on the 
path that leads you closer 
to him, great! If you’re 
not, just turn around. 
The costs are high, but 
there’s great value in the 
reward. 

Be Blessed.

Randy Muse
Antioch Baptist Church 

Youth Minister
rmuse1@yahoo.com

Church News
Wednesday, April 1, 2020

ONGOING 
- P h i l a d e l p h i a 

Christian School is located 
off Highway 41 between 
Calhoun and Adairsville. 
The school offers 4-year-
old kindergarten through 
12th grade, using the 
A-Beka curriculum. To find 
out more about the school, 
call the office at 706-625-
3233.

-Faith Deliverance 
Ministry and Outreach 
will be taking donations 
of clothes, shoes, also 
all house hold items to 
help needy families. Call 
Minister Evelyn Adams at 
706-671-7988. 

-Celebrate Recovery, 
a faith based 12-step 
program, meets every 

Tuesday at 6 p.m. at 
Relevate Church in 
Ranger off 411. Call Nicole 
for information: 706-979-
4713/706-290-8028.

-East Calhoun Church 
of God, at 401 Peters 
Street, gives out groceries 
and clothing through the 
“Feed the Needy” ministry 
each Saturday from 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. The church 
hosts a miracle healing 
service every first Friday at 7 
p.m. For more information, 
contact “Feed the Needy” 
ministry director Florence 
Jones at 706-409-1981. 
Senior pastor is Keith Reid. 

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY
Fairmount United 

Methodist Church-Loving 
One Another To Christ. 
Sunday School at 10 
a.m.; Worship Service 
at 11 a.m. Children’s 
Church provided. New 
Minister now Leading. New 
programs and community 
outreach coming soon.

-Pastor Terry Reisner 
invites everyone to 
the Vision Pentecostal 
Ministry located at 
401 South Wall Street 
in Calhoun. Come hear 
the truth of God’s Word 
Sundays at 11 a.m.

-Faith Deliverance 
Church & Outreach 
Ministry Welcomes 
Everyone to an Anointed 
Church Service at 1320 
Dawnville Road in Dalton 
every Sunday at 6 p.m. and 
Thursday at 7 p.m. Pastor 

and Evangelist Evelyn 
Adams, also an Anointed 
Gospel Singing. Come 
expecting Jesus to move 
for you. Miracles, Healing, 
Deliverance, Salvation. 
For more information or 
directions, call Minister 
Evelyn Adams (706) 671-
7988

-Pine Chapel United 
Methodist Church, located 
at 2232 Pine Chapel Road 
in Resaca, “A place to 
begin, belong and become.” 
Sunday School, 10:15 a.m.; 
Worship, 11 a.m. Pastor 
Louise W. Elmore.

-Resaca Assembly of 
God, located at 904 Resaca 
Lafayette Rd NW, would 
like to welcome everyone 
to please come and join 
in worship and meet our 
Pastor Steve Burns and his 

lovely wife Cathy. Sunday 
school at 10 a.m., worship 
service on Sunday at 11 
a.m. and 6 p.m.. Everyone 
is invited.

-Calhoun First United 
Methodist Church Sunday 
Worship times: 9:00 a.m., 
traditional worship; 10 
a.m., Sunday school; 11 
a.m., contemporary service 
(in the CAC). Calhoun First 
UMC is located at 205 East 
Line Street in downtown 
Calhoun.

-First Presbyterian 
Church, located at 829 Red 
Bud Road N.E. in Calhoun. 
Pastor David McDonald 
invites you to join us on 
Sunday for Sunday School 
at 9:45 a.m., Worship 
Service at 11 a.m., and 
Bible Study Class Tuesday 
10 a.m.

-Oakman Baptist 
Church located at 397 
Oakman Rd. Oakman, 
Georgia, has Sunday 
school at 10 a.m. Covered 
dish dinner every third 
Sunday following worship. 
Everyone is invited!

-Damascus Baptist 
Church, located on North 
Highway 41 in Calhoun, 
Sunday School at 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship at 11 a.m. 
and Sunday night at 6 p.m.

-Old Sugar Valley 
United Methodist Church 
located at 2659 Old Rome 
Dalton Road in Calhoun 
has Breakfast Social at 
9:30 am every Sunday. The 
church history is colorful, 
dating back to the Civil War, 
small cozy country church 
nothing fancy! Come join 
us!

Church Calendar
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Cash Flow with Joe: Do you need a trouble tree?

I came across this story 
a few years back. It’s one 
of those that makes its 
rounds on the internet and 
social media, but every 
time it resurfaces, I’ve 
always needed to hear it 
again. I’d like to share it 
with you. The author is 
unknown, but the title is 

“The trouble tree” as it 
appears on inspiration.net.

“The carpenter I hired 
to help restore my old 
farmhouse had a pretty 
rough first day on the job. 
A flat tire made him lose 
an hour of work in the 
morning. In the afternoon, 
his electric saw quit. 
At the end of the day, 
his ancient pickup truck 
refused to start. As I drove 
him home, he sat next to 
me in stony silence.                

“When we arrived at 
his house, the carpenter 
invited me in to meet the 
family. As we walked 
toward the front door, he 
paused briefly in front of 
a small tree and touched 
the tips of its branches 
with both hands. He then 
opened the door and 
underwent an amazing 
transformation. His face 
was wreathed with smiles, 

and his voice was filled 
with laughter. He hugged 
his two small children and 
gave his wife a kiss.

“When my visit was 
over, the carpenter walked 
me to my car. When 
we passed the tree, my 
curiosity got the better of 
me. So I asked him about 
what he had done earlier.

‘Oh,’ the carpenter 
replied, ‘that’s just my 
Trouble Tree. I know I 
can’t help having troubles 
on the job,’ he continued, 
‘but one thing’s for sure 
– those troubles don’t 
belong in my house. That’s 
why every night when I 
come home, I just leave 
them outside by hanging 
them on the Trouble Tree.’

“‘In the morning when 
I head off to work, I just 
pick my troubles up again.’ 
Smiling, the carpenter 
added, ‘The funny thing 

is, the troubles I pick up in 
the morning are not nearly 
as many as I remember 
hanging on the tree the 
night before.’”

I’m up at midnight 
writing this one. I can’t 
sleep because I have a 
bunch on my plate right 
now. We have two houses 
vacant in a hot market. 
This means I’m getting 
inundated with phone 
calls. Often, by the time 
I’ve finished returning 
one voicemail, I already 
have two more in its place.       

I just got a call from 
my plumber telling me we 
have to redo the cast iron 
and galvanized drains on 
a house to the tune of 
almost $2,000. Mind you, 
we replaced the septic 
system on this house 
already this year. Oh, and 
in the morning I need to 
go file dispossessory on 

two houses that decided 
not to help pay this month 
– which just adds to our 
negative cashflow for the 
month.

Throw two large 
rehabs in the mix and I 
don’t think Joey has been 
being his normal chipper 
self lately. But I have to 
be careful not to bring 
all that home. Ashley and 
the kids deserve more 
than to feel Dad’s stress 
just because he’s a little 
overwhelmed at work.

Thinking on that 
reminds of the story of 
the young pastor who was 
making a house call to 
an elderly lady. As they 
sat down in the living 
room, the young preacher 
asked the woman what 
her favorite Bible verse 
was. She smiled and said, 
“And it came to pass.” 
Puzzled, the young pastor 

asked her why that was 
her favorite scripture. She 
replied, “Because it didn’t 
come to stay.”                        

If you’re in a place 
where you’re feeling 
overwhelmed, just know 
this too shall pass. 
Yahweh won’t give you 
more than you can handle. 
But while you’re handling 
it, make sure you leave 
your troubles on the tree 
outside of your house 
where they belong. Your 
family needs you, not 
your troubles.

Joe and Ashley 
English buy houses 
and mobile homes in 
Northwest Georgia. For 
more information or to 
ask a question, go to www.
cashflowwithjoe.com or 
call Joe at 678-986-6813.

Joe & Ashley English
Owners of Focus 

Property Solutions, LLC
focuspropertysolutionsllc 

@gmail.com

Watch Out for Financial Scams Related to Virus

On one hand, the 
coronavirus has brought 
out the best in us. People 
across the country are 
pitching in to help 
others, from providing 
protective masks to health 
care workers to holding 
video chats with confined 
residents of assisted living 
homes to simply buying 

gift cards to support local 
businesses. On the other 
hand, a small number 
of bad actors are taking 
advantage of the situation 
to try to defraud people. 
How can you guard against 
these virus-related scams? 

For starters, be 
aware of three common 
scams connected to the 
coronavirus:

•Websites claiming 
to help and track the 
pandemic – Look out for 
websites that claim to 
help you work remotely 
or provide financial 
resources to the afflicted. 
These sites may try to 
trick you into giving up 
personal information, 
donate money or load 
malware onto your 
computer. Don’t trust 
information technology 
(IT) “helpdesk” agents you 
don’t know. And check out 

any obscure organization 
claiming to help virus 
victims. You can easily 
find many legitimate 
groups that actually work 
to alleviate suffering, and 
that deserve your support. 
To find these reputable 
organizations, go to an 
online clearinghouse, such 
as charitynavigator.org, 
which rates thousands of 
groups on their financial 
health, accountability and 
transparency.  

•Products claiming to 
prevent or cure the disease 
– When there’s a real 
treatment or vaccination 
for COVID-19, it will be 
big news, and you will 
hear about it. Until then, 
ignore any claims for pills, 
potions, prescriptions 
or other products that 
promise “miracle” cures. 
Not only will they waste 
your money, but, if you 

click on attachments 
from “phishing” emails 
advertising these fake 
treatments, you could end 
up supplying crooks with 
sensitive data, such as your 
online account logins, 
passwords, and credit card 
and bank account details. 
You can find a great deal 
of health information on 
the virus at the Center for 
Disease Control website 
(www.cdc.gov), of course, 
but if you or your loved 
ones are feeling ill, please 
contact a physician. 

•“Risk-free” or 
“guaranteed” investments 
–   The coronavirus has 
caused two separate, but 
related, areas of stress. 
The first is the health 
concern, and the second 
is the financial/investment 
component. The enormous 
volatility of the financial 
markets has caused much 

concern among investors, 
and scammers are seizing 
the opportunity to offer 
“risk-free” or “guaranteed” 
investments “perfect” 
for this particular time. 
Again, responding to these 
types of offers can bring 
you nothing but trouble. 
All investments carry risk 
of one type or another, and 
they typically don’t come 
with guarantees, although 
some do offer significant 
protection of principal. In 
these turbulent times, your 
best move is to stick with 
a long-term investment 
strategy based on your 
goals, risk tolerance and 
time horizon. 

Here’s one more 
suggestion: Warn your 
elderly relatives about 
the increased potential 
for scams. The elderly 
are always the most 
susceptible to fraud, and 

now, when they may be 
more isolated than before, 
they may well be even 
more vulnerable. So, 
make sure you’re talking 
to these loved ones, and 
urge them not to make 
any sudden, out-of-the-
ordinary financial moves. 

 Even in normal 
times, it’s regrettable that 
we have to be on the alert 
for scam artists – and it’s 
even more unfortunate 
during a period of national 
crisis. However, by being 
reasonably vigilant, and 
by taking the proper 
precautions, you can avoid 
taking on the “collateral 
damage” that can occur in 
this environment.  

This article was written 
by Edward Jones for use 
by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. 
Edward Jones, Member 
SIPC

Dewayne Bowen
Financial Advisor  
at Edward Jones
dewayne.bowen@
edwardjones.com
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Moss and Algae Control in Turf

Just a reminder that 
the Gordon County 
Extension Office is 
still open for business. 
Granted, the Gordon 
County Agricultural 
Service Center where we 
are housed is closed to 
public access, but we are 
open to take phone calls 
and emails. As of now, 
we still are shipping 
samples such as soil 
samples to the UGA labs. 
It should be noted that 
the lab in Athens is going 
to a limited staffing due 
to COVID-19 so there 
could be return delays 
on results for some 
sampling types. We have 
a collection box with 
soil sample bags with 

directions at the main 
door. We ask clients to 
leave a check with their 
samples. Any changes 
in our office hours of 
operation will be posted 
on our Gordon County 
Extension website and 
on our Gordon County 
Extension/ Agriculture 
and Natural Resources 
Facebook page. 

Today, I would like 
to share information 
on a topic that may be 
an issue for many with 
moss and algae in the 
home lawn by use of a 
UGA publication revised 
by Timothy Daly, UGA 
Extension Agent and Dr. 
Patrick McCullough, 
U G A Tu r f g r a s s 
Specialist.

You need several 
factors to be represented 
for moss and algae 
formation to start. You 
need wet and humid 
conditions along with 
compacted soils with 
thin turf. This can be 
the conditions that we 
have in many of our 
landscapes in the area. 

What does moss and 
algae look like? Moss 
per our information will 
be branched, thread-like 
green plants that will 

form a tangled, thick 
mat over the soil. Algae 
on the other hand will 
appear as thread-like 
green plants that will 
form a thick, green scum 
over the soil. 

Both moss and algae 
are spread by spores that 
are blown by the wind 
and both can form crusts 
on the soil surface that 
will cause a reduction of 
air and water into the soil. 
You will see moss more 
in shady spots where the 
soil is more acidic and 
lacking in fertility along 
with excessive thatch. 
Algae will be seen more 
in full sun environments 
where the soil is fertile.

 The rest of the article 
will center more on 
cultural steps that can 
prevent issue with moss 
and algae. 

I will say that there 
are chemical options 
in regards to moss and 
algae, but they should 
be seen as temporary 
solutions unless the 
growing conditions are 
helped. 

Please note that 
chemical options may 
cause injury to the turf 
if not applied properly. 
The goal of improved 

cultural practices is to 
get the turfgrass growing 
that can reduce the 
competition that you 
have from the moss and 
algae. 

I will state again there 
are chemical options, but 
those will only be short 
term unless the growing 
environment for the turf 
is improved.

The first tip for 
needed cultural practices 
is soil testing to help you 
keep good soil fertility 
and pH in the lawn. If 
you sample your lawn 
correctly, we should 
receive accurate results 
from the laboratory. The 
results will check the 
nutrient status and pH 
of your lawn. We will 
code the sample for the 
particular lawn grass you 
are growing and then the 
fertilizing and liming 
recommendations will be 
based on what you are 
growing and the current 
nutrient status. 

As I stated in the 
opening paragraph, 
we are still shipping 
soil samples to the lab 
currently. We can email 
steps to insure you are 
sampling correctly.

Another tip is to 

improve drainage of 
excess moisture. This 
could mean the use of 
tile drainage in some 
situations.  Another 
tip could be the 
improvement of light and 
air circulation on certain 
properties.

Our information 
suggests that pruning 
tree limbs below 10 feet 
and even selected limbs 
in the tree crown will 
increase light and air 
movement. Our literature 
adds that you may want 
to consider removing 
least desirable trees and 
either thin or remove 
some shrubs if moss and 
algae is a problem in 
some spots. 

Another tip to note 
is that in some spots a 
more shade tolerant 
grass could be an option. 
Our information adds 
that in if direct sunlight 
does not reach the 
ground during the day, 
these spots could be a 
candidate for ornamental 
ground covers that could 
be more suited for the 
area.

If the soil is 
compacted, the lawn may 
benefit from aeration. 
This can help with soil 

compaction. If you have 
a bermuda lawns, we 
still may be a few weeks 
out from good aerating 
time. It should be added 
that core aerators can be 
rented, purchased or you 
can hire out the job with 
landscape professionals.

How you irrigate can 
be beneficial too. Yes, 
we will get dry again at 
some point and you will 
need to  irrigate your 
lawn. The rule-of-thumb 
is to stay away from light 
and frequent irrigation 
events. Irrigate when you 
see signs of stress. You 
need to irrigate to wet 
the soil to at least six 
inches. Most lawns will 
need one inch of water 
in growing season per 
week. 

Finally, the turf 
may be renovated if 
at least 50 percent of 
the area has the desired 
turf. It is suggested 
that if turf covers less 
than 50 percent then 
reestablishment of the 
turf is necessary. 

For more information, 
contact UGA Extension- 
Gordon County at 706-
629-8685 or email 
gbowman@uga.edu

Greg Bowman
Gordon County 
Extension Agent

gbowman@uga.edu

GORDON GROWN

Since March 17, Georgia Farm Bureau 
(GFB) has been working closely with 
Georgia’s U.S. Congressional delegation, 
USDA officials, American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF) and other ag allies to 
avoid labor shortages caused by changes in 
how H-2A workers are processed due to the 
COVID-19 response.

The U.S. Embassy and Consulates in 
Mexico announced March 16 an indefinite 
suspension of routine immigrant and 
nonimmigrant visa services beginning 
March 18 in response to COVID-19. GFB 
immediately began receiving calls from 
producers who were concerned about the 
potential impact this decision could have on 
their farms.

On the evening of  March 26, the 
U.S. State Department annnounced it was 
revising its restrictions on the processing of 
visa applications submitted by farm workers 
in Mexico after hearing concerns that the 
restrictions would lead to a farm worker 
shortage in the U.S.  AFBF reported March 
27 that U.S. consular officers can now waive 
the visa in-person interview requirement for 
eligible first-time and returning H-2A and 
H-2B applicants, making more workers in 
the H-2 program available while prioritizing 
public health. 

GFB is pleased to report that the messages 
from our farmer-members have been well 
received and the issue is being taken seriously 
by policymakers. On March 19, Sens. David 
Perdue and Kelly Loeffler along with Reps. 
Rick Allen, Sanford Bishop, Buddy Carter, 

Doug Collins, Tom Graves, Jody Hice, Austin 
Scott and Rob Woodall joined other U.S. 
senators and representatives from across the 
country in sending a bipartisan, bicameral 
letter to U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, 
Acting Secretary of Homeland Security Chad 
Wolf and U.S. Secretary of Labor Eugene 
Scalia.

In their letter, the legislators asked the 
agencies to take the following actions to 
support American farmers:

• Use all existing available authorities to 
provide maximum flexibility to consulate staff 
in the processing of H-2A visa applicants, 
while implementing protocols to protect public 
health.

•Identify any current legal or logistical 
hurdles that may prevent U.S. agencies from 
implementing additional flexibilities, such as 
developing a separate screening process or 
remote interviews, in processing H-2A visa 
applicants.

•Provide an estimation of any costs 
associated with implementing any of the 
aforementioned actions.

• Provide data on the number of H-2A 
petition beneficiaries nationwide and by 
state that are eligible for an interview waiver 
and will not be affected by these processing 
changes.

“With all that has happened in agriculture 
in recent years—from extreme weather events 
to tariffs and historically low commodity 
prices—labor has remained one of the top 
issues for many Georgia farmers, and news 
that the coronavirus response could make 
it even more challenging for our farmers 
to find workers is disheartening,” said GFB 

President Gerald Long. “This is why we 
appreciate the support we’ve received from 
Georgia’s Congressional delegation in asking 
the appropriate federal agencies to find a 
solution that still protects public health.”

On March 19, the USDA and U.S. 
Department of Labor (DOL) announced 
a partnership between the two agencies to 
facilitate the identification of existing foreign 
and domestic workers who may be available 
and eligible to transfer to other U.S. agricultural 
sector employers to fill critical workforce 
needs during the COVID-19 response.

The USDA and DOL have identified nearly 
20,000 H-2A and H-2B certified positions that 
have contracts expiring in the coming weeks. 
There will be workers leaving these positions 
who could be available to transfer to a different 
employer’s labor certification. 

Visit www.farmers.gov/manage/h2a to 
access information about current H-2A workers 
who could be available to transfer to ag work. 
This date includes the number of certified 
worker positions, the current employer name 
and contact, attorney/agent name and contact, 
and the worksite address. This information 
will be a resource to H-2A employers whose 
workforce has been delayed because of travel 
restrictions or visa processing limitations. This 
webpage also includes information about the 
status of U.S. embassies in other countries 
from which H-2A ag workers come from 
including: Guatemala, Jamaica, Peru and 
South Africa.

Employers should note that all statutory 
and regulatory requirements continue to apply. 
Employers are encouraged to monitor www.
travel.state.gov for the latest information and 

should monitor the relevant Embassy/Consular 
websites for specific operational information. 

GFB President Long praised the USDA  and 
DOL following the agencies’ announcement 
that they would share information to assist 
H-2A employers.

“We’ve worked with our House and 
Senate delegation in Washington to advance 
ideas just like this, and we are pleased to see 
the USDA and Department of Labor taking 
action to help ensure that Georgia farmers are 
able to harvest their crops and get them on 
grocery store shelves for American consumers 
during this pandemic,” Long said. 

GFB encourages Georgia farmers to 
continue the important work of feeding and 
clothing our nation as we work with federal 
officials, our congressional delegation, and 
allied industry groups to address this challenge.

If you have any questions, concerns, or 
input for consideration please contact the GFB 
Public Policy Department at advocacy@gfb.
org or the USDA at  aglabor@usda.gov .

GFB works to secure needed farm workers during COVID-19
GEORGIA FARM BUREAU
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Law & Order
CPD arrests Chatsworth man for assaulting an officer, 

DUI, fleeing and other charges

Calhoun Police arrested a 
Chatsworth man early Friday morning 
after he ran the red light on Dews Pond 
Road at Curtis Parkway.

According to the incident report, 
just before 2 a.m. on Friday, March 
27, an officer with the Calhoun Police 
Department was patrolling Dews Pond 
Road, traveling east, when he observed 
a green Dodge Dakota in front of him 
stop on Dews Pond Road just west 
of Curtis Parkway. The driver turned 
on his right blinker and got into the 
southbound turning lane at the red 
light. When the green arrow was given, 
the driver of the truck turned to head 
north on Curtis Parkway, running the 
red light.

The officer attempted to perform 
a traffic stop on Curtis Parkway near 
Red Bud Road. The driver failed to 
stop his vehicle, continuing traveling 
north on Curtis Parkway, swerving 
over the center of the road, getting the 
truck back into the proper lane and 
refusing to stop. The truck turned right 
onto Red Bud Road, heading east as 
the officer continued to give visual and 

sirens for the truck to stop. 
Another officer arrived and both 

officers followed the truck onto the I-75 
southbound ramp on Red Bud Road. 
The truck drove off the road, into the 
ditch and attempted to get back onto 
Red Bud Road. The report states that 
at one point the truck appeared stuck, 
as the driver was attempting to turn 
around. One officer exited his vehicle 
and drew his weapon, pointing it at the 
driver, identified by police as Johnny 
Thurman, 42, of Smyrna Church Road, 
Chatsworth, and gave the man verbal 
attempts to stop his truck. Thurman 
was able to get his truck moving again, 
got back on the road and headed east 
bound. Thurman then turned onto the 
south bound off ramp, heading north 
bound. He drove off the road into the 
grass attempting to turn around and 
got his vehicle stuck again. One of the 
officers positioned his push bumper to 
the driver door of the truck, preventing 
Thurman from jumping out and fleeing 
and to stop Thurman’s truck as he was 
accelerating toward the other officer. 
All officers on the scene then drew 
their weapons and gave him verbal 
commands to stop his vehicle. Officers 
got Thurman out of the truck and to the 

ground, where he was handcuffed. 
Thurman was then asked questions, 

but the report notes he was unable 
to answer because he was “talking 
out of his head.” There was a strong 
odor of alcohol coming from Thurman. 
The officers tried to get Thurman 
to give a sample of his breath on 
their intoximeter, but Thurman would 
not cooperate. Thurman was then 
transported to the Calhoun Police 
Department where he was read the 
Georgia Implied Consent Notice for 
drivers over 21 asking for breath; 
Thurman then freely said he’d take 
the test but instead stood up and ran to 
the back door, still handcuffed behind 
his back, and attempted to open the 
door. As an officer grabbed Thurman’s 
arm and pulled him back away from 
the door, Thurman began to kick 
and attempted to head butt an office. 
Thurman was given verbal commands 
to stop and get on the ground. Thurman 
continued to fight the officer. The 
officer called for backup, and once 
Thurman was again under control, 
EMS was called due to a small cut on 
the back of Thurman’s head. 

Thurman was then transported to 
Gordon County Jail without incident. 

Thurman has been charged with Felony 
Fleeing and Eluding; two counts of 
Felony Aggravated Assault on a Police 
Officer; DUI; Failure to Maintain Lane 
and Failure to Obey Traffic Control 
Signal, and Felony Parole Violation. 
He remained in Gordon County Jail at 
press time. 

STAFF REPORTS

GORDON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Local law enforcement officials made the 
following arrests that were compiled from reports 
received recently from the Gordon County. Charges 
follow the names of those arrested. Law enforcement 
officials are in compliance with Ga. Law Code 
50-18-72 of the Open Records Act in releasing 
reports of arrests. People with similar names may 
not be the same as those listed in reports. All people 
are presumed innocent until proven guilty in court.

Tuesday, March 24, 2020
No Arrests

Wednesday, March 25, 2020
No Arrests

Thursday, March 26 2020

Gary Wayne Greeson, 44, Ranger, Aggravated 
Assault (FVA), Simple Battery.

Donna Ann Myers, 44, Ranger, 2nd Degree 
Criminal Damage to Property, 3rd Degree Cruelty 
to Children, Reckless Conduct, Felony Terroristic 
Threats and Acts, Willful Obstruction of LEO. 

Friday, March 27, 2020
Johnny Edward Thurman, 42, Chatsworth, Two 

Counts Aggravated Assault Upon Peace Officer, 
Disregarding Traffic Signal, DUI, Failure to Maintain 
Lane, Fleeing/Attempting to Elude.

Saturday, March 28, 2020
Israel Breeding, 48, Calhoun, Two Counts 

Battery (FVA)
Seth James Hicks, 42, Smyrna, DUI, Possession 

of Firearm by Felon
Ashley Lynn Maddox, 29, Calhoun, Parole 

Violation

Sunday, March 29, 2020
Jasmine Rhea Biddick, 31, Calhoun, Possession 

of Drug Related Objects, Possession of Meth
Timothy Adam Davis, 36, Adairsville, Possession 

of Methamphetamine
Ahmad Rashard Hunt, 30, Calhoun, Simple 

Battery FVA
Bret Carmen Simmons, 20, Calhoun, Entering 

Auto

Monday, March 30, 2020
Sarah Cheyenne Dyer, 20, Calhoun, Bench 

Warrant, Bond Surrender

Gordon County Jail Listings

To stay up to date on the latest community news, follow the  
Gordon Gazette on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!

JOHNNY THURMAN

Smyrna man arrested on DUI charge Saturday night

Around 9:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 28, an officer with the Calhoun 
Police Department was dispatched to 
Loves Travel Plaza at 1081 Belwood 
Road in reference to a suspicious male 
in a Dodge Charger. Dispatch advised 
the officer that the man stated he did 
not have a key to his car because 
he forgot it in Atlanta, and that the 
male was possibly under the influence. 
Dispatch also advised the officer of the 
tag number of the vehicle, and that the 
man was wearing a red t-shirt and dark 
sweat pants.

Upon arrival, the officer found the 
vehicle described at the gas pumps. 
The officer began speaking with the 
man, identified as Seth Hicks, 42, 
of Smyrna, and noticed the man had 
bloodshot eyes and was swaying. There 
was also a strong smell of alcohol 
coming from Hicks. 

The officer asked Hicks if he was 
driving the vehicle in question. Hicks 
told the officer he was driving the 
Dodge, and that the last time he had 
drove it was four hours prior. The 
officer then asked Hicks if he had been 
at Loves for four hours, and Hicks told 

the officer he had been there the whole 
time. Hicks also told the officer the car 
had a keyless ignition and he left the 
key in Atlanta. The officer then asked 
Hicks if he had consumed alcohol 
while at Loves and Hicks stated he 
had not consumed alcohol during that 
time. Hicks was asked if he would 
perform a standardized field sobriety 
test, and Hicks responded there was no 
point because he had not been driving. 
The officer noted that while speaking 
with Hicks, the man was slow to 
answer the questions and had slurred 
speech. The officer then asked Hicks 
who was driving the car (that Hicks 
had originally told the officer he was 
driving) and Hicks told him he did not 
drive the car.

The officer then noticed Hicks 
appeared to have needle marks in 
the bend of his arm. At this time, the 
officer placed Hicks in handcuffs and 
met with the manager of Loves, who 
told the officer that Hicks had not 
purchased anything to drink and had 
not been drinking the whole time he 
was at Loves. He also told the officer 
that Hicks was in the same condition 
at that time as he had been since he 
arrived at the store, and that Hicks had 
been in the driver seat upon arrival. 

The officer then sought permission 
from the manager to look at Love’s 
camera footage. He also asked Hicks 
for permission to search the vehicle, 
and Hicks told the officer he did not 
want him searching the vehicle. K-9 
Sido was then deployed to sniff around 
the vehicle, and gave the indication of 
narcotics in the vehicle after a brief 
search of the front and back driver’s 
side of the car. Sido then jumped on 
the trunk of the vehicle and gave an 
indication of narcotics. Based on Sido’s 
findings, a probably cause search of 
the car was conducted. Located in a 
black bag in the turnk was a Glock 43 
9mm; beside that was 388 rounds of 
9mm ammunition. A criminal history 
of Hicks was performed, which alerted 
the officer that Hicks was a convicted 
felon in both Georgia and Florida. 
The officer asked Hicks who the gun 
belonged to, and he stated it was his 
wife’s; that his wife put the gun in the 
car. He also told the officer he knew he 
was a convicted felon.

The officer then reviewed the video 
footage which showed Hicks had been 
at the store for almost three hours and 
that he was the only one to exit the 
vehicle, from the driver seat.

Hicks was read the Georgia Implied 

Consent Ages 21 and Over, and did 
not give a yes or no answer, which the 
officer took as a refusal. Hicks was 
transported to Gordon County Jail, 
where he told staff during his booking 
question that he was single. Hicks 
was charged with Driving Under the 
Influence and Possession of a Firearm 
by a Convicted Felon.

STAFF REPORTS
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SETH HICKS

Governor Kemp, Adj. Gen. Carden Deploy Soldiers  
to Fight COVID-19 in Long-Term Care Facilities

Atlanta, GA – Over the next few 
weeks, Governor Brian P. Kemp and 
Georgia National Guard Adjutant 
General Tom Carden will activate 
and deploy over 100 Guardsmen 
to any long-term care facility - 
assisted living facility or nursing 
home - with COVID-19 cases. The 
Governor and Adjutant General will 
send troops to specific locations to 
implement infection control protocols 
and enhanced sanitation methods to 

mitigate COVID-19 exposure among 
vulnerable residents.

“Georgia’s top priority is increasing 
healthcare capacity to protect 
vulnerable Georgians, especially those 
residing in long-term care facilities,” 
said Governor Kemp. “If we can 
keep these populations as healthy as 
possible, we will be able to conserve 
precious medical supplies and hospital 
bed space in the coming days and 
weeks.”

“The Georgia National Guard stands 
ready to assist any long-term care 
facility in this time of need through 

staff training and implementation of 
infectious disease control measures,” 
said Adjutant General Tom Carden. 
“Our training has prepared us to fight 
this virus, and we are eager to lend a 
hand in this battle.”

Twenty soldiers are headed to 
Pelham, Georgia today to Pelham 
Parkway Nursing Home to audit 
existing sanitation methods, train 
staff on utilizing more aggressive 
infectious disease control measures, 
and thoroughly clean the facility. This 
facility has reported five confirmed 
cases of COVID-19. For future 

missions, only four or five soldiers will 
deploy to a specific facility. However, 
for Pelham Parkway Nursing Home, 
twenty soldiers are going for training 
purposes.

This assignment is the first 
of several missions based on close 
cooperation with the Georgia National 
Guard, Department of Public Health, 
Georgia Emergency Management and 
Homeland Security Agency, Georgia 
Health Care Association, and Georgia 
Center for Assisted Living.

CONTRIBUTED



Brumlow Mills announced at that time steps they 
were taking to prevent an outbreak at their facility.

“As we understand the severity of this virus, we 
have been extremely proactive in mitigating the 
risks posed by COVID-19,” said the company. ”We 
have followed CDC guidelines and have already 
consulted with professional industrial hygienists, 
as well as medical professionals. We are in close 
contact with health agencies for information and 
guidance. We are continuing to communicate to our 
employees the importance of preventative measures 
such as frequent hand washing and rigorous cleaning 
processes. Our thoughts and prayers are with those 
affected and we are ever hopeful that everyone 
impacted has a speedy recovery.”

On Wednesday, March 25, Engineered Floors 
announced they had three total employees test 
positive for COVID-9; two from the tufting 
department in their Calhoun plant and one at their 
SAM facility.

“Engineered Floors is aware that three employees 
have tested positive for or been diagnosed with 
COVID-19,” said the company in a statement. 
“These employees worked at Engineered Floor’s 
Calhoun and SAM facilities. Our best wishes go out 
to these employees for a full and rapid recovery. 
In response, Engineered Floors is following the 

guidance from the CDC as well as other federal and 
state agencies, including closure of the operations, 
sanitization and cleaning of affected areas, and 
notifications to employees. We will continue take all 
necessary steps to reduce the risk of infection among 
all of our employees. These steps have included 
encouraging ill employees to stay home, increasing 
the frequency of cleaning and sanitation of facilities, 
canceling large meetings and staff travel, increasing 
the use of teleworking among staff, and encouraging 
distancing and other preventive measures.”

The company released their proactive plan in 
place to tackle any outbreak.

“Over the past weeks, Engineered Floors has 
implemented preventative and mitigation measures 
across the entire company and will continue to 
follow the recommendations from federal and state 
agencies to protect the health and safety of all 
employees,” the statement continued. “Our company 
continues to follow CDC guidelines related to 
COVID-19, including guidelines related to educating 
employees related to COVID-19. Engineered Floors 
has also established a 24/7 employee hotline to 
provide assistance and information to employees. 
The health and safety of our employees is a top 
priority for the Company. Company leadership is 
closely monitoring the situation in all operations 
in order to assess and respond quickly as events 
connected to COVID-19 affect Engineered Floors 
and our employees.”

On Friday, March 27, LG Hausys announced one 
of their employees had tested positive for the virus.

“An employee at one of the LG Hausys America’s 
GA Plants, in Gordon County, has tested positive 
for COVID-19. The affected employee, who has 
not been at work since Monday, March 23, notified 
company officials of the positive test result on 
Thursday, March 26t. Our thoughts are with that 
employee for a fast recovery,” said the company.

LG Hausys also explained the steps they took 
after being notified.

“Once the notice was issued, LG Hausys America’s 
pre-existing protocol was immediately implemented 
by the Pandemic Advisory Committee and Upper 
Management. All production lines were stopped, 
and a licensed contractor was scheduled to disinfect 
all plants and perform deep cleaning. Production 
is scheduled to resume on Monday, March 30. 
Employees that have been in direct contact with 
the affected employee have been identified and 
necessary precautions will be taken. The health and 
well-being of the LG Hausys America employees 
continues to be the top priority. Once production 
resumes, LG Hausys America will continue to take 
measures to ensure employee safety, to include daily 
health checks, continuous cleaning, work from home 
initiatives, and strict social distancing practices 
as issued in accordance with Pandemic Response 
Plan.”

At press time early Wednesday morning, there 
are 4,117 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Georgia, 
with a state death total of 125. Gordon County has 
16 cases and one death associated with the virus.
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Notices
-TALLATOONA BEGINS LIHEAP HEATING 

ASSISTANCE. Nov. 1 is the date Tallatoona will 
begin accepting appointments for the heating 
assistance program. Schedule an appointment 
online at www.tallatoonacap.org and click on Book 
Now, or by calling 770-773-7730. The following 
documents will be needed for appointments: driver’s 
license or state issued photo ID; original social 
security cards for everyone living in household; 
proof of citizenship or immigration status such 
as driver’s license, US military ID, US passport, 
state issued photo I, US permanent resident card, 
alien registration card, employment authorization 
document, certificate of citizenship; most current 
heating bill within the past 30 days; if your home is 
heated with natural gas, kerosene, propane or wood 
you MUST bring both your heating bill and electric 
bill to the appointment; proof of income for the last 
30 days for everyone 18 years or older living in the 
home including alimony, child support, disability, 
pension, rental income, retirement, social security, 
unemployment, wages from work, wages from self 
employment and workers compensation.

-Story times at the Calhoun-Gordon County 
Library, 100 N. Park Ave. in Calhoun, are 10:30 
a.m. on Thursdays

-Fairmount Library is now located inside of 
City Hall on the second floor. Story time is held 
every second Saturday of the month at 11 a.m. 
and New Horizon Book Club is held on the second 
Thursday of the month. For more information call 
706-337-5306.

-If your school, church, civic or other 
organization would like a representative from the 
Georgia State Patrol to come and speak with your 
group on law enforcement or public safety matters, 
call 706-624-1477.

-MOMS Club of Calhoun is a new local chapter 
of an international nonprofit group. MOMS Club 
is a support group designed for the at-home mother 
of today.  Membership is open to all moms who live 
in Gordon County. Events are scheduled weekdays 
during the day and children are welcome at all 
events. Mothers of any age children are welcome. 
The goals of the group are to provide a support 
group for mothers who choose to stay at home to 
raise their children, provide a forum for topics 
of interest to all mothers, to help children in the 
community and perform at least one service project 
yearly helping needy children. For more information 
call 706-383-3853 or email info@calhounmoms.org 
for location and more information. Check out the 
webpage at www.calhounmoms.org.

-Story times at the Calhoun-Gordon County 
Library, 100 N. Park Ave. in Calhoun, are 10:30 
a.m. on Thursdays.

-The Calhoun Adult Learning Center has so 
much to offer. Make the center your window 
to the world. Free study programs are offered 
during the day and evening sessions. Enroll in adult 
education today. Call 706-624-1111. The center is 
located on the campus of Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College.

-The Gordon County Saddle Club meets the 
fourth Thursday of each month. The meetings 
will be held at the Gordon County Agricultural 
Service Center, 1282 Hwy 53 Spur SW Suite 200, 
Calhoun, Ga. 30701. Contact 770-548-5956 for 
more information.

-The Gordon County Nutrition Site would like 
to invite seniors ages 60 and over to come to the 
Senior Center, located at 150 Cambridge Court 
Monday–Friday at 11:30 a.m. for a nutritious meal. 
The meal is free of charge. We are also the center 
for Meals on Wheels for the homebound. For more 
information, please contact Jackie Owens, Nutrition 
Site Manager at 706-629-0392.

To add your community event to Gordon Gazette’s 
Community Events Calendar, email Staff@
GordonGazetteGa.com

Community Events

AD Photography specializes in all aspects 
of photography. We are members of the 

Professional Photographers of America and 
strive to give our clients the best memories 

and photographic quality.

Family
Newborn

Sports
Senior
Prom

Birthday
Wedding

Engagement
Concert

Event Photography

 706-252-5679
       Find us on Facebook
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