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Gordon County Schools, Calhoun City plan
modified traditional return to school Aug. 12
Brandi Owczarz

gordongazettega@gmail.com

Both Gordon County
Schools and Calhoun
City Schools announced
this week that they will
be having a normal return
on school on Wednesday,
Aug. 12 but will offer
online opportunities for

those not comfortable
with returning to school
due
to
COVID-19
concerns.
On Thursday, June
25, the Gordon County
Board of Education
met in a special called
meeting to discuss the
reopening of school.
“I know from our

previous discussions,
it’s everyone’s desire
to return to school as
normal as we can,” said
Fraker.
Fraker mentioned a
meeting that was held
with representatives from
Calhoun City Schools and
public safety, and said
that GCS had stressed

their intentions were to
have a safe reopening of
schools on Aug. 12.
Fraker told the board
that system plans to
have a normal schedule
with bus transportation,
after school care, and
continued serving of
breakfast and lunch.
“We did discuss

that with buses, social
distancing is not possible,
so we encourage families
who have concerns
to please bring their
children to school or
wear facemasks (on the
bus),” said Fraker. “(We
will publish) information
regarding bus safety and
how we are cleaning the

buses, along with what
the recommendations are
from the Department of
Public Health.”
Fraker said that within
the school buildings,
students
would
be
distanced as much as
See SCHOOLS,
page 10A

‘Mohawk Presents Dancing
Calhoun man apprehended
after leading officer on high with the Stars Gets Schooled!’
introduces first team: Scott, Lee
speed chase, fleeing in
Antioch area Tuesday
CONTRIBUTED

Brandi Owczarz
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A Gordon County
man faces a slew of
charges after leading
Calhoun Police on a
chase Tuesday.
According
to
the Calhoun Police
Department’s incident
report, around 12:30 p.m.
on Tuesday, June 30,
an officer was traveling
north
on
College
Street, approaching the
intersection with Old
Red Bud Road when he
observed a tan Toyota
Corolla traveling south
on College Straight
fail to stop at the red
light. The officer turned
around to stop the
vehicle, and noticed
the vehicle, which was
traveling at a high rate
of speed, make an abrupt
left turn onto Chandler
Street.
The
officer
activated his lights and
turned onto Chandler
Street.
The
officer
noticed the Corolla top
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ABOVE: Officers parked on Dews Pond Road near Antioch
Baptist Tuesday afternoon during a search for Tony Alan
Landress, inset.

the hill and go through
the intersection at Pisgah
Way, turning right and
failing to stop at the
stop sign. The vehicle
then made a quick left
onto Boulevard Heights,
continuing at a high rate
of speed until it made a
left turn onto East Line
Street, again failing to
stop at the stop sign.
The vehicle then made
a right turn onto Rose
Way, then a left turn
onto Sequoyah Terrace.
The Corolla again came

to Line Street, where it
turned right onto Line
Street, failing to stop
at the stop sign. The
vehicle continued east
on Line Street, driving
extremely
reckless,
speeding and improperly
passing vehicles in
curves and on double
yellow center lines. The
vehicle continued east
on Dews Pond Road,
See CHASE,
page 10A

GoFundMe set up for
Plainville resident
whose home was
damaged during
Saturday’s storms
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Crews with Gordon
County Fire & Rescue
responded to 320 Webber
Road in Plainville in response
to reported structure damage
to a home, barn and shop
caused by wind from a storm
passing through the area.
Upon
arrival,
fire
personnel determined that
the home was unlivable and
the power was turned off
at the home’s breaker box.
The power company was
notified.
No one was home at the
time of the incident. The Red
Cross was notified for the
family living on the property.
No damage estimation was
given in the incident report.

The resident, Jason Stanley,
and his three children are
now homeless and have
lost everything they own,
according to Jason’s sister,
Anita Davis. Davis said that
in addition to a GoFundMe
set up for Stanley, donations
of good used furniture
are also being accepted.
Anyone with a furniture
donation can contact Davis
at 706-263-3013 and leave
a message. To donate to the
GoFundMe, visit https://
www.gofundme.com/f/
cdrujr-lost-everything?utm_
source=facebook&utm_
medium=social&utm_
campaign=p_cf+share-flow1&fbclid=IwAR2LycVam3
3ZESZoakPPoIDiisRjZh3
wKqwZSktgy8IiZ3bG65cai
4r-Ii8

“Mohawk Presents
Calhoun’s Dancing with
the Stars Gets Schooled!”
will put eighteen local
high school students
onstage for back-to-back
shows at 1:30 and 7:00
on Saturday, August 8 at
the Calhoun Performing
Arts Center.
Nine
dance teams will vie for
trophies, bragging rights
and college scholarships
as they compete to raise
funds for United Way of
Gordon County.
“Planning an event
like
Dancing
with
the Stars truly takes
a village. We have a
planning
committee
that consists of Andy
Baxter with Andy Baxter
Photography,
Jennie
Coker with Calhoun City
Schools, Kristy Brown
with Greater Community
Bank, retired educator
Michelle Frix Ward, and
Dr. Amy Parker with
Gordon County Schools
that has been working
to put the 2020 show
together. This committee

PHOTO: ANDY BAXTER

Aavyn Lee and Sierra Scott

is a hands-on group of
local professionals who
are fully committed to
the success of the event
and United Way,” said

See DWTS,
page 10A

Gov. Brian Kemp signs
$26 billion Fiscal Year 2021
Budget, Local rep weighs in

Brandi Owczarz

gordongazettega@gmail.com

Georgia
Governor
Brian Kemp today signed
the $26 billion Fiscal
Year 2021 State Budget.
The budget had cuts
to programs across the
board. During the press
briefing, Kemp discussed
the difficulties of coming
up with the final budget
due to the COVID19 pandemic economic
impact on the state.
“Six months ago,
we gathered under the
gold dome to kick off
the 2020 Legislative
Session,” said Kemp.
“Excitement was high,
and expectations were
even higher; little did
we know the unthinkable
was right around the
corner.”
Despite the difficulties,
the State was able to
come up with a balanced
budget.
State
Rep.
Rick
Jasperse
( R - 11 t h
District), was pleased
that everyone worked
together to make a
balanced budget a reality.
“Having a balanced

budget
keeps
you
focused on what’s the
most important,” said
Jasperse. “In the 2021
budget we had to
make sure the needs
of
Georgians
were
prioritized and met.
Not having to furlough
anyone was a goal,
and everyone working
together
made
this
happen. Governor Kemp
and the Republican
House and Senate have
worked tirelessly to
keep Georgia moving
forward.”
Kemp said in the press
conference that COVID19 had “put our plans
and progress on pause,
as it spread across the
world, threatening the
lives of Georgians far
and wide.

“In its wake, this
deadly virus spurred
an economic recession
impacting every industry
in every corner of our
great state,” said Kemp.
Kemp said the signing
of the budget was
bittersweet.
“Yes, this budget
reflects our values as a
state, it funds its core
services and protects
the vital mission of
our
state
agencies.
This budget prioritizes
education, healthcare
and public safety; it puts
people over politics and
it helps ensure a safer,

See BUDGET,
page 6A
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Second Front
CHAMBER PRESENTS 10TH ANNUAL
STATE OF INDUSTRY EVENT
Russell Grizzle, Mannington Mills CEO, will be Keynote Speaker
AdventHealth Gordon supporting event as Signature Sponsor

GORDON COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

The Gordon County Chamber of Commerce will present
a State of Industry Virtual Zoom Webinar at 1:00pm on
Friday, July 24. AdventHealth Gordon is the signature
sponsor of the event, which will feature Russell Grizzle,
CEO of Mannington Mills, as the keynote speaker. The
event is free to Chamber members and their guests, but
registration for the virtual event will be required.
“We are excited to present this legacy event and profoundly
grateful to AdventHealth Gordon for taking the lead as
signature sponsor. This will be the Chamber’s first major
event since COVID-19 compelled the cancellation of our
regular calendar and the hospital’s generosity has positioned
us for a successful launch as we get back to business. The
Chamber is ready to start creating our new normal, as are so
many of our members and partners,” said Kathy Johnson,
President & CEO of the Gordon County Chamber of
Commerce.
“We are thrilled to have Mr. Russell Grizzle, CEO of
Mannington Mills and a widely respected leader in the
industrial sector, deliver the keynote,” she continued. “We
are eager to hear the message he shares with our members
and the business community at large.”
Grizzle joined Mannington in 2010 as Chief Operating
Officer and assumed the role of President and CEO two
years later. He has spent most of his career in the flooring
industry, starting at Milliken & Company. Grizzle is
Past Chairman of the Resilient Floor Covering Institute
(RFCI), the Carpet and Rug Institute (CRI) and Georgia
Textile Manufacturers’ Association (GTMA). He earned
his B.S. in Chemical Engineering from Georgia Institute of
Technology, and later attended the Advanced Management

Program at Harvard Business School.
Mannington Mills employs approximately 3,600 people
in its family of companies at manufacturing sites across the
world, in the cities of: Salem, New Jersey; Calhoun, Georgia;
Dalton, Georgia; Madison, Georgia; San Jose, California;
Eustis, Florida, High Point, North Carolina, McAdenville,
North Carolina, and Coventry, United Kingdom.
The State of Industry event is presented by the Chamber’s
Education and Workforce Development Committee, which
is led by Chair Chris Tarpley, Shaw Industries; working
with Co-Vice-Chairs Jim Dodd, Dodd Machine & Tool,
Inc.; and Dr. Kimberly Fraker, Gordon County Schools.
This will be the tenth annual presentation. Education
and Workforce Development also presents the Chamber’s
annual Golf Tournament, which funds scholarships to high
school seniors.
In the last decade, featured speakers have included
leaders and executives from the Carpet & Rug Institute,
Dalton College of Business, Federal Reserve Bank of
Atlanta, Georgia Chamber of Commerce, Kennesaw State
University, Mercer University, Mohawk Industries, Pine
Hall Brick Company, Shaw Industries Group, and TPA
Realty Services.
The State of Industry Event is made possible by a
host of sponsors, with AdventHealth Gordon designated
as Signature Sponsor. Fox Systems, Mannington Mills,
Mohawk Industries, Shaw Industries, Starr-Mathews
Agency, and Synovus have come forward as sponsors at the
President’s level. The Development Authority of Gordon
County, Family Savings Credit Union, Georgia Power, and
M&S Logistics are sponsoring at the Engineer’s Level.
Gordon County Schools is sponsoring at the Innovator’s
Level. A variety of sponsorship opportunities remain

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Russell Grizzle, CEO of Mannington Mills, will deliver this
year’s keynote address at the annual State of Industry
event by the Gordon County Chamber.

available, with four price levels in place and each providing
sponsors with promotional value tied to their investment.
The mission of the Gordon County Chamber of Commerce
is to connect members and the community to promote
economic growth.

Cherokee County investigators
looking for Gordon, Walker women
in connection with Acworth murder

STAFF REPORTS

According
to
the
Cherokee
County
S h e r i ff ’s
O ff i c e ,
detectives
with
the
CCSO
continue
to
investigate the June 26th
homicide of 41-yearold JonDavid Russell
Johnson that occurred
near the intersection of
Wade Green Road and
Highway 92 in Acworth.
Investigators
located

approximately 9 ounces
of Methamphetamine in
Johnson’s hotel room
after he was killed. It
appears the homicide
was drug related.
Investigators
are
asking for assistance
from the public in
locating two “persons of
interest” in connection
with
the
homicide.
If anyone knows the
whereabouts of Krystal
Dianna Campbell, 30, of

Gordon County above
left) and Shene Lucretia
Kirk, 33, of LaFayette
(above
right),
they
are urged to contact
investigators at 770-9280239 or Cherokee 911.
Campbell’s vehicle was
found abandoned in a
remote part of Gordon
County the day after
the homicide. Both
individuals have active
arrest warrants for prior
criminal activity.

CALHOUN RECYCLING
CENTER TEMPORARILY
CLOSED DUE TO
RENOVATIONS

CONTRIBUTED

The City of Calhoun
has announced that
the Recycling Center,
located on Pine Street,
will need to close down
beginning today and will

reopen on Monday, July
6. The center is being
paved and concrete pads
are being poured. There
will be large equipment
in and out over the next
few days and it will be
an unsafe environment

to continue recycling
during this time. The
asphalt will need to cure
over the weekend. The
center will reopen on
Monday.

To stay up to date on the latest community news, follow the
Gordon Gazette on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!

AdventHealth team members recognized
with Service Standard Award

ADVENTHEALTH
GORDON

Sharon Bass, Amanda
Bennett,
Kristen
Maloney, Tera Hardy and
Carl Reiter were recently
awarded AdventHealth
Gordon’s
prestigious
Service Standard Award,
previously known as the
Extra Mile Award.
This special award was
created by members of
the hospital’s Employee
Engagement Committee
to recognize employees
who go above and
beyond the call of duty
on a regular basis. It is
awarded monthly to
deserving
employees
selected by the hospital’s
directors.
Bass,
part
of
AdventHealth Gordon’s
cancer care team; Bennett,
Maloney and Hardy,
nurses in the progressive
care unit; and Reiter, part
of AdventHealth Gordon’s

marketing team, were
nominated by Wes Fetner,
assistance chief nursing
officer, with the following
words: “Months ago, I
received a message from
a leader that said we were
having a wedding for a
patient same afternoon.
I was excited to get an
invite. I arrived a little
early and saw Kristen
Maloney setting up the
chapel. I later found out
that Kristen came in on
her off day to help the
patient with her makeup
and purchased a dress for
the patient. I was told
that the wedding had been
moved back a couple of
hours to allow family to
arrive and attend.
“I came two hours later
except for this time, I
was late. The chapel was
overflowing. I squeezed
in beside other staff
members, leaders and
family standing in the
North Lobby near the

chapel. I heard Chaplain
Don finish the vows.
Everyone cheered, but
I also noticed the tears
in everyone’s eyes. They
made way for the bride
to exit the chapel, and
I first saw an oxygen
tank and then the foot
of a rolling chair. I next,
unexpectedly, saw this
beautiful bride in being
wheeled out with her
greeting party clapping
and crying. As she left,
everyone stood in a
bittersweet solemnness.
She had terminal cancer.
They took her back to PCU
to have a reception with
her family and friends.
Unfortunately, the patient
passed away not long
after the wedding.
“I nominate Sharon
Bass for initiating the
whole idea and for also
putting on the reception;
Amanda Bennett for doing
the patient’s hair; Kristen
Maloney for doing the

patient’s makeup and
buying her a dress; Tera
Hardy for supplying
the wedding cake; and
Carl Reiter for taking

the wedding photos.
This was a tremendous
display of uncommon
compassion by this team
and a wonderful example

of extending love to this
patient and her family. It
is an honor to get to work
in the same building with
such a team.”
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Amos Burke

Amos Lee Burke, age 64, of Plainville, passed
away on Saturday, June 27, 2020 at his residence.
Amos was born on Jan. 12, 1956 in Florida to
the late Oscar Burke and Candace Burke. He was an
automobile mechanic for many years. In addition to
his parents, he is preceded in death by sister, Helen
Burke; a son, Paul Brown.
He is survived by a sister, Janie Burke; two
sons, Floyd Burke and Brian Burke; daughters, Julie
Burke, Tanya Pack, Kim Brown, Paula Brown and
Tammy Brown; grandchildren, Haley Burke, Floyd
Lee Burke, Jr., Courtney Shelp, and Corey Shelp;
close cousins, Arlie Burk, Almer Burk, Joe Burk,
Lee Burk, Frank Burk, Karen Burk, Michelle Burk,
Daniel Burk, and Harlie Burk.
Memorial Service will be announced at a later
time.
You may leave the family online condolences at
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com
Thomas Funeral Home is in charge of the
arrangements for Amos Lee Burke

Julie Dale

Mrs.
Julie
Ruth
Pelfrey Dale, age 92, of
Adairsville, went to be
with her Lord and Savior
Sunday, June 28, 2020.
She was born in
Adairsville on June 2,
1928, to the late David
Baxter Pelfrey and Mary
Etta Ridley Pelfrey.
She was a member of
CanaanLand Christian
Center and the Adairsville Eastern Star. She worked
in the Adairsville High School cafeteria for many
years. She loved her family more than anything
and enjoyed spoiling her grandchildren and greatgrandchildren.
Mrs. Dale was preceded in death by her parents;
husband, Rev. Harold June Dale on Feb. 13, 2020;
brothers, Jim Pelfrey, Sam Pelfrey, William Pelfrey,
and John Pelfrey; and sisters, Lois Bragg and Eva
Mae Fossett.
Survivors include her son, Harold Dale and his
wife, Cathy; grandchildren, Matt and Shea Dale and
Lacey and Jeff Burns; great-grandchildren, Maddie
Williams, Ella Burns, Valiah Carter and Zael Carter;
special friend and sister-in-law, Frances Dale and
several nieces, nephews, and dear friends.
Graveside services will be held Wednesday, July
1, 2020 at 11 a.m. from Gordon Memorial, Calhoun.
with Rev. Les Connell officiating.
The family wishes to thank all the staff of
Homestead Hospice, especially Mrs. Dale’s nurses,
Natasha and Debbie.
In lieu of flowers the family ask donation be
made in memory of Mrs. Dale, to the Shriners
Hospital for Children at www.lovetotherescue.org,
or St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital at www.stjude.
org, or to the Children’s Make a Wish Foundation at
www.wish.org.
R. Dudley Barton & Son Funeral Home,
Adairsville, will be in charge of funeral arrangements
for Mrs. Julie Ruth Pelfrey Dale.

Barton Funeral Home
Mary Davis

Mary I. Davis, 85, of
Calhoun and formerly of
Cartersville, passed away
peacefully at her home
while she was holding
her Bible on Tuesday,
June 30, 2020. Mary
was born in Cartersville
on Sept. 10, 1934; she
was the daughter of the
late Aulsey and Beatrice
Young. Along with her
parents, she was preceded in death by her husband,
Robert E. Davis; her son, Richard Eugene Davis;
her brothers, Wofford and Owen Young. Mary was a
member of the Crane Eater Community Church and
loved the Word of God. She was an avid reader and
had a green thumb.
Mary is survived by her son and daughter-inlaw, Roger and Teresa Davis; her daughter and
son-in-law, Jenny and Pastor Howard Strickland;
her grandchildren, Leigh Davis Churchwell, Daniel
Strickland, Lauren Davis, Zachary Davis, Nathan
Strickland, and Ellen Davis Tanner; her greatgrandchildren, Rylee, Kendall, and Jackson.
The Davis family will receive friends on
Thursday, July 2, 2020 from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. at
Crane Eater Community Church. The funeral service
will follow the visitation on Thursday at 2 p.m. from
the church. Burial will follow the service at Oak Hill
Cemetery. Pastor Howard Strickland and Rev. C.E.
Popham will officiate. Daniel Strickland, Nathaniel
Strickland, Zachary Davis, Jimmy Holbert, Kenny
Churchwell, and Donald Garland will serve as
pallbearers.
Flowers are being accepted or memorials may be
made to Crane Eater Community Church.
Friends may sign the online guest register at
www.maxbrannonandsons.com.
The Brannon family and staff are honored to
serve the family of Mary I. Davis.

T.E. Flowers

T.E. Flowers, age 86, of Calhoun, passed away
on Tuesday, June 30, 2020 at Gordon Health &
Rehabilitation.
T.E. was born on Oct. 2, 1933 in Cherokee
County, Ga. to the late Dewey Albert Flowers
and Mae Beulah Cantrell Flowers. In addition to
his parents, T.E. was also preceded in death by:
a son, Timothy Edward Flowers; three brothers,
Bo Flowers, Dee Flowers, and Cecil Flowers; and
sister, Estelle Jenkins. Prior to his retirement, T.E.
Ministered for over 51 years, part of which he was
Pastor of the Plainville Church of God of Prophecy.
He also served in the United States Army Air Force
and was a veteran of the Korean War.
T.E. is survived by: his wife, Shirley Wilkerson
Flowers of Calhoun; two sons, Tony Flowers and
his wife Sonya of Scottsville, and Shawn Flowers
and his wife Angelia of Chickamauga; daughter,
Pamela Flowers York of Calhoun; sister, Ruthell
Holder of Hawkinsville, Ga.; five grandchildren,
Tori Parks and her husband Cody, Bethany Gibson
and her husband Caleb, Cameron Flowers and his
wife Katie, Dylan Flowers and his wife Kayla,
and Brianna Wardlaw and her husband Tyler; and
six great-grandchildren, Hayden Gibson, Harper
Gibson, Hudson Gibson, Ryley Flowers, Waylon
Parks, and Everly Kate Wardlaw.
Funeral Services will be conducted on Thursday,
July 2 at 2 p.m. from the Plainville Church of God
of Prophecy with Reverend Ronnie Chandler and
Bishop Clinton Fields officiating. Interment will
follow in the church cemetery with military honors.
Pallbearers serving include: Dylan Flowers,
Cameron Flowers, Cody Parks, Tyler Wardlaw, Caleb
Gibson, and David Hicks serving as pallbearers.
Honorary Pallbearers are: Randy Hoagland and
Tommy Payne.
The family will receive friends on Wednesday,
July 1 from 4 until 8 p.m. at Thomas Funeral Home.
You may leave the family online condolences at
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com
Thomas Funeral Home is in charge of the
arrangements for T.E. Flowers.

David Hensley

David Hensley, 65, of Calhoun, died Thursday,
25, 2020. He was born on June 6, 1955 in Oklahoma
City, Okla. to the late Oliver Hensley and Ellen
Pulliam Hensley.
He is survived by his son, Brian Hensley; his
daughter and son-in-law, Lashanna and Carl Jones;
his sisters, Sharon Chastain, Donna Hensley; his
grandchildren, Skylare Pickens, Andrew Pickens,
Amber Pickens, and Tabitha Pickens.
To honor David’s wishes, his body was cremated
and all services will be privates.
The Brannon family and staff are honored to
serve the family of David Hensley.

Essie Holsomback

Mrs. Essie Ann Hall
Holsomback, 85, a longtime resident of the
Farmville community,
died Friday, June 26,
2020, at Calhoun Health
Care.
Mrs.
Holsomback
was born in Gordon
County on Aug. 22,
1934, daughter of the
late Benjamin Harrison
Hall and Belle Stewart
Hall. In addition to her parents, she was preceded in
death by a son, Dwight Holsomback in 1988; four
sisters, Frances Hall Davis, Mary Hall Thomas, Inez
Hall Bramlett, and Ione Hall; three brothers, Don
Hall, Jack Hall, and Howard Hall.
Mrs. Holsomback, along with her husband, Gene,
owned and operated Holsomback Grocery in the
Farmville Community for 28 years. She was a
member of the 1951 graduating class of Sonoraville
High School and attended Berry College.
Survivors include her husband, Gene
Holsomback, to whom she was married for 62 years;
granddaughter, Leslie Holsomback and daughter-inlaw, Wilma Holsomback; brother, Lee Hall; sisterin-law, Jewel Hall and a host of nieces, nephews and
other relatives.
A funeral service was held Monday, June 29 at 11
a.m. from the chapel of Max Brannon & Sons Funeral
Home with Rev. Gary Hibberts and Rev. Tim Beard
officiating. Music was arranged by Janice Steelman,
interment followed in Sugar Valley Cemetery.
Pallbearers serving included; Kevin Holsomback,
Travis Holsomback, Toby Holsomback, Dale
Hall, Shane Hall, and Randy McDaniel. Honorary
pallbearers serving were Lane Erwin, Larry Jones,
Brent McDaniel, Doug McDaniel, Phillip McDaniel,
and Lewis Stanley.
The family of Essie Hall Holsomback received
friends on Sunday, June 28 at Max Brannon & Sons
Funeral Home between the hours of 4 – 6 p.m. The
family requests that in lieu of flowers, donations be
made to the charity of your choice in her memory.
The family would like to give special thanks
to the staff of Calhoun Health Care, Tapestry
Hospice, and Assured Hospice for their love and
compassionate care.
The Brannon family and staff are honored to

serve the Holsomback family.

Danny Lockridge

Mr. Daniel “Danny”
Lamar Lockridge, age
60, of Adairsville, passed
away Saturday, June 27,
2020, at Floyd Medical
Center.
M r.
Lockridge
was born in Rome
on Aug. 24, 1959,
son of the late James
“Jimmy”
Lockridge,
Sr. and Dorothy “Dot”
McDonald Lockridge. Danny was a mechanic and
enjoyed working on all types of engines, big and
small. He was a simple person who loved living
a simple life. One of the things he will be most
remembered for is he was always willing to help
others. He was preceded in death by his parents;
sister-in-law, Carole Lockridge.
Survivors include his brother, James and Donna
Lockridge, Jr; sister, Ginger and Bo Johnson; niece
and nephew, Donna and Mike Johnston and Josh and
Kayla Lockridge; great- grand nieces and nephews,
Donavan, Ashleigh, Wyatt, and Dale.
Graveside services were held Tuesday, June 30,
2020, at 2 p.m. at Mt. Carmel United Methodist
Church Cemetery with Minister Linda Leachman
officiating.
R. Dudley Barton & Son Funeral Home,
Adairsville, is in charge of funeral arrangements for
Mr. Daniel “Danny” Lamar Lockridge.

Barton Funeral Home
Scott Meadows, Sr.

Scott Meadows, Sr., age 72, of Calhoun, passed
away on Tuesday, June 30, 2020 at his residence.
Scott was born on May 22, 1948 in Gordon
County to the late John Dudley Meadows, Jr.
and Esther Scott Meadows. He attended Piedmont
College, was a member of the National Guard, and
a 50 year continuous member of the Calhoun Elk’s
Lodge. Prior to his retirement, Scott was employed
by Michael’s Carpet for over 35 years.
Scott is survived by: his wife, Judy Robbins
Meadows; son, Clifton Scott Meadows, Jr. and
his wife Christi; daughter, Tracy Meadows Lester
and her husband Ronnie; three step-sons, Barry
Saunders and his wife Patti, Greg Saunders and
his wife Carla, and Michael Saunders and his wife
Jennifer; brother, James Michael Meadows and
his wife Patti; a cousin who was like a brother,
James Trammel Meadows and his wife Kathleen;
fifteen grandchildren, Thomas Lester, Kayla Lester,
Bailey Lester, Mattie Lester, Michael Meadows,
Mack Meadows, Mason Meadows, Wesley Saunders,
Christopher Saunders, McKenzie Saunders, Greer
Saunders, Barrett Saunders, Braden Saunders,
Tyler Saunders, and Joseph Saunders; and a greatgrandchild, Brenley Meadows Lester.
A Graveside Service will be held on Thursday,
July 2 at 4 p.m. in Chandler Cemetery with Barry
Saunders officiating.
Pallbearers serving include: Thomas Lester,
Bailey Lester, Cliff Meadows, John Michael
Meadows, Ronnie Lester, Michael Meadows, Daniel
Meadows, Greg Saunders, Michael Saunders, Wesley
Saunders, Chris Saunders, Barrett Saunders, and
Braden Saunders.
In lieu of flowers the family request that memorial
contributions be made to the local animal shelter.
You may leave the family online condolences at
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com
Thomas Funeral Home is in charge of the
arrangements for Scott Meadows, Sr.

Shirley Wade

Shirley Stewart Wade, age 84, of Calhoun, passed
away on Sunday, June 28, 2020 at her residence.
Shirley was born on July 23, 1935 in Gordon
County to the late Sterling Columbus Stewart and
Vonnie King Stewart. In addition to her parents,
Shirley was also preceded in death by: her husband,
Anthony Burgess Wade; and son-in-law, Curtis
Craig. Shirley was a member of the Calhoun First
United Methodist Church and was active in the
Women of Calhoun First. Prior to her retirement,
Shirley was employed by Apache Mills for over 35
years as claims manager.
Shirley is survived by: two daughters, Pam
Bennett and her husband Roy of Calhoun, and
Tonya Craig of Calhoun; sister, Bettie Stewart
of Scottsdale, Ariz.; four grandchildren, Shannon
Bennett and his wife Christi, Heather Guthrie and
her husband Eric, Katie Persinger and her husband
Cleve, and Laura Jewell and her husband Cass;
twelve great-grandchildren, Olivia Guthrie, Tucker
Guthrie, Rebekah Guthrie, Kyle Guthrie, Nora
Kate Guthrie, Christen Guthrie, Quinn Guthrie,
Ella Bennett, Lilli Bennett, Cy Persinger, Charlotte
Persinger, and Warner Persinger.
Funeral Services were conducted on Tuesday,
See OBITUARIES,
page 8A
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Let’s make a decision… Do we follow
the Crowd, or do we follow the Cross?

Randy Muse

Antioch Baptist Church
Youth Minister
rmuse1@yahoo.com

Romans 12:1-12:2 1
Therefore, I urge you,
brothers, in view of
God’s mercy, to offer
your bodies as living

ONGOING
-Philadelphia
Christian School is located
off Highway 41 between
Calhoun and Adairsville.
The school offers 4-year-old
kindergarten through 12th
grade, using the A-Beka
curriculum. To find out
more about the school, call
the office at 706-625-3233.
-Faith
Deliverance
Ministry and Outreach
will be taking donations of
clothes, shoes, also all house
hold items to help needy
families. Call Minister
Evelyn Adams at 706-6717988.
-Celebrate Recovery,
a faith based 12-step
program, meets every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at
Relevate Church in Ranger
off 411. Call Nicole for
information:
706-9794713/706-290-8028.
-East Calhoun Church
of God, at 401 Peters
Street, gives out groceries
and clothing through the
“Feed the Needy” ministry
each Saturday from 11 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. The church
hosts a miracle healing
service every first Friday at 7
p.m. For more information,
contact “Feed the Needy”
ministry director Florence
Jones at 706-409-1981.
Senior pastor is Keith Reid.

CHURCH
DIRECTORY
Fairmount
United
Methodist Church-Loving
One Another To Christ.
Sunday School at 10
a.m.; Worship Service at
11 a.m. Children’s Church
provided. New Minister now
Leading. New programs
and community outreach
coming soon.
-Pastor Terry Reisner
invites everyone to the
Vision Pentecostal Ministry
located at 401 South Wall
Street in Calhoun. Come
hear the truth of God’s Word
Sundays at 11 a.m.
-Faith
Deliverance
Church & Outreach
Ministry
Welcomes
Everyone to an Anointed
Church Service at 1320
Dawnville Road in Dalton
every Sunday at 6 p.m. and
Thursday at 7 p.m. Pastor
and Evangelist Evelyn
Adams, also an Anointed
Gospel Singing. Come
expecting Jesus to move
for you. Miracles, Healing,
Deliverance,
Salvation.
For more information or
directions, call Minister
Evelyn Adams (706) 6717988
-Pine Chapel United
Methodist Church, located
at 2232 Pine Chapel Road
in Resaca, “A place to
begin, belong and become.”
Sunday School, 10:15 a.m.;
Worship, 11 a.m. Pastor

sacrifices, holy and
pleasing to God—this
is your spiritual act
of worship. 2 Do not
conform any longer to
the pattern of this world,
but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind.
Then you will be able to
test and approve what
God’s will is—his good,
pleasing and perfect will.
How many of you
have been asked at some
point in your life, “If
your friend jumps off a
cliff would you?” There’s
always been a problem in
our world known as Peer
Pressure. Statistics say
that 26 percent of students
find Peer Pressure to be
a major issue in their

Louise W. Elmore.
-Resaca Assembly of
God, located at 904 Resaca
Lafayette Rd NW, would
like to welcome everyone
to please come and join in
worship and meet our Pastor
Steve Burns and his lovely
wife Cathy. Sunday school
at 10 a.m., worship service
on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6
p.m.. Everyone is invited.
-Calhoun First United
Methodist Church Sunday
Worship times: 9:00 a.m.,
traditional worship; 10 a.m.,
Sunday school; 11 a.m.,
contemporary service (in
the CAC). Calhoun First
UMC is located at 205 East
Line Street in downtown
Calhoun.
-First Presbyterian
Church, located at 829 Red
Bud Road N.E. in Calhoun.
Pastor David McDonald
invites you to join us on
Sunday for Sunday School
at 9:45 a.m., Worship
Service at 11 a.m., and Bible
Study Class Tuesday 10 a.m.
-Oakman
Baptist
Church located at 397
Oakman Rd. Oakman,
Georgia, has Sunday
school at 10 a.m. Covered
dish dinner every third
Sunday following worship.
Everyone is invited!
-Damascus
Baptist
Church, located on North
Highway 41 in Calhoun,
Sunday School at 10 a.m.
Sunday worship at 11 a.m.
and Sunday night at 6 p.m.
-Old Sugar Valley
United Methodist Church
located at 2659 Old Rome
Dalton Road in Calhoun
has Breakfast Social at
9:30 am every Sunday. The
church history is colorful,
dating back to the Civil War,
small cozy country church
nothing fancy! Come join
us!
-Faith
Deliverance
Ministry and Outreach
with Evelyn M. Adams,
Minister has been ordained
as a Minister of the Gospel
since 1972. Call anytime
to come minister to your
church of place or event
at 706-337-3241. 24-hour
prayer line at 706-671-7988.
Send all prayer requests to
P.O Box 394, Fairmount
GA, 30139.
-Pleasant
Valley
Baptist Church is a Bible
believing & teaching
church located in the Red
Bud Community. Pastor
Keith Gibson and the
congregation invite you to
come and worship with us at
3882 Red Bud Rd., Calhoun.
Opportunities for worship:
Bible Study for all ages 10
a.m., Children’s Church up
to 5th grade 11a.m., Worship
service 11 a.m. Wednesday
night service times Prayer
Bible Study and Student
Ministries 7 p.m. 706-6240198, Find us on Facebook
or email pvbccalhoun@
gmail.com

life. Many times, even
into adulthood, we fall
victim to this dreadful
scheme. The World says
we must look, act and
dress a certain way,
even though we were all
created in the image of
God. Society screams,
and sometimes whispers,
a lie that you can live
the way you want, and
it won’t hurt anyone but
you. However, even the
most naive would have
a problem denying that
Peer Pressure isn’t a
serious problem.
So what are the effects
of Peer Pressure? Well,
there are way to many
to list them all, but let’s
consider a few…

First of all, there is
guilt from sin that results
from Peer Pressure. You
can’t run from guilt, even
if no one knows what
you have done. Another
effect that is sometimes
brought about is a loss of
trust. Not many things
hurt more than losing
the trust of family and
friends. A third result of
falling into Peer Pressure
is that you become a
follower instead of
a leader, and all of us
are leaders to someone.
Often times, this results
in compromising our
convictions. One of
the worst effects of us
falling into Peer Pressure
is that it puts a strain

Church Calendar

-Maranatha Baptist
Church on Hwy 225 across
from paradise Drag Strip,
Calhoun would like to invite
you to attend our services
for Sunday School starting
at 10 a.m., Worship Service
at 10:45 a.m. Wednesday
Night Services are at 7
p.m. Everyone is Welcome.
Pastor Richard Webster.
-Evangelistic Outreach
Ministries on 1590 Dews
Pond Road. Pastor Mark
Kirby invites everyone to
Fellowship and Worship
with us. Children’s Church
on Sunday Services starts
at 11:00am Childrens
Church starts at 11:30am.
Wednesday nights Bible
Study
7:00pm-8:00pm.
Come out and see what the
Lord is doing!
-The College Street
Church of God, 731
College St., Calhoun, 706483-3666, pastor Dewayne
Smith,
holds
weekly
services: Sunday school at
10 a.m., Sunday; morning
worship at 11 a.m., Sunday;
Sunday night service at 6
p.m.; and Bible study on
Wednesday at 7 p.m.
-Victory Fellowship
Center, 925 Oothcalooga
St., invites you to weekly
worship services held at
11 a.m. every Sunday
morning. Pastor Joe Stewart
and the VFC family also
invite everyone to join each
Wednesday at noon and
7:30 p.m. for anointed and
enlightening Bible studies.
If you are looking to grow
in your understanding of

God’s plan for your life and
gain greater insight of the
life changing power of His
word, come and join us as
we study the word.
-Boone Ford Baptist
Church invites you to
attend its services for
Sunday School starting at
10 a.m. and Worship services
at 11 a.m. every Sunday.
Sunday night services are
at 6 p.m. on the first and
third Sunday night of each
month. Wednesday night
services start at 7:30 p.m.
Everyone welcome. Gary
Quarles, pastor.
-Pleasant Hill Baptist
Church and Pastor David
Peeler invite everyone to
attend weekly services.
Sunday School begins
at 10 a.m. and worship at
11 a.m. Sunday evening
activities and discipleship
training begin at 6 p.m.,
and children’s and youth
programs at 7 p.m.
Wednesday service begins
at 7 p.m., along with Bible
study programs for children
and youth.
-Pastor Steve Corbin
invites everyone to regular
services at New Zion
Baptist Church. Sunday
School is at 10 a.m.,
worship service at 11 a.m.
and Sunday night service at
6:30 p.m. Wednesday night
Bible study is at 7:15 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.
-Greater Mt. Tabor
Baptist Church, 259
Herring Road, NW,
Armuchee, invites you to
come worship and fellowship

on our fellowship with
God. God is holy, and
cannot be in fellowship
with someone who is in
willful, unconfessed sin.
So how do we
overcome Peer Pressure?
First of all, we need to
get into God’s Word.
Psalm 119:11 says,
“Your word I have
hidden in my heart, that
I might not sin against
you.” Secondly, many
times, when possible,
we need to resist being
around people that have
a bad influence on us.
Try instead to surround
ourselves with Godly
people. Thirdly, we need
to make every effort
to leave the situation.

1Corintians 10:13 says,
“No temptation has
overtaken you except
what is common to
mankind. And God is
faithful; he will not let
you be tempted beyond
what you can bear. But
when you are tempted,
he will also provide a
way out so that you can
endure it.”
Ultimately, we need
to make a conscience
decision to follow the
crowd and give in to
Peer Pressure, or we
can follow the cross and
be blessed by God. It’s
your choice. Likewise,
you will have to own the
consequences as well.
Be blessed.

with us on Sunday morning
at 11 a.m. Pastor Reginald
McDaniel and Church
Family also welcome you
to attend Mid-Week Bible
Study, Wednesday evening
at 6 p.m. and Sunday School
at 10 a..m.. We are a church
on the move for Christ,
come share with us as we
grow in the Word of God.
-Resaca First Baptist
Church and Pastor Rev.
Harold Blackstock would
like to invite you to attend
our Sunday School at 10
a.m. and worship at 11 a.m.
Sunday night service is at
6 p.m. Wednesday night
service at 6 p.m. for children
and youth.
-Liberty
Baptist
Church Pastor Gene
Ratcliff invites everyone to
church services in Ranger;
service times are 10 a.m.
Sunday School, 11 a.m.
Sunday worship and 7 p.m.
Wednesday worship.
-Brother Joe Hall and
the congregation of Ranger
Baptist invite everyone
to its regular services on
Sunday morning. Sunday
School begins at 10 a.m.
Worship is Wednesday night
with dinner at 6:30 p.m. and
Bible study at 7 p.m. For
more information, call 706629-3425.
-Oak Grove Baptist
Church of Adairsville is
located at 997 Brownlee
Mountain Road S.W.
Service times are Sunday
school 9:45 a.m., with
worship at 11 a.m. and
6 p.m. on Sunday and 7

p.m. on Wednesday. Pastor:
Roger Fisher.
-Fellowship Baptist
Church of Plainville
will hold a Brotherhood
Breakfast on the second
Sunday of each month at 8
a.m.
-Hope
in
Christ
Ministries, 306 Peters St.,
is holding services every
Sunday morning. Adult
Bible Study starts at 10 a.m.
with praise/worship service
at 11 a.m. Bishop W. S.
(Billy) Weems is the pastor.
Rev. Earnest Diamond Jr. is
assistant pastor. For more
information, call the church
at 706-602-2433.
-Talking Rock Creek
Chapel has a new pastor, the
Pastor Donald Broaehurst
and family. Service times
are 9 a.m. for Sunday school
and Children’s Church
and 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.
on Wednesday. For more
information, call 706-6690854.
-Rev. Israel and Bishop
Rita Partin Spaulding will
host a Gathering of Eagles
Revival Service each
Saturday night at 6:30.
These meetings are designed
for those individuals who
have a desire to go higher
in God. Come expecting
your breakthrough. The
location is 799 Pine Street
in the Church of God in
Christ building. Rev.
Israel and Bishop Rita are
International Speakers with
a Life Changing Word. For
more information please call
423-883-3138.
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Cash Flow With Joe: Don’t kill the golden goose

Joe & Ashley English
Owners of Focus
Property Solutions, LLC
focuspropertysolutionsllc
@gmail.com

I was talking with an
investor the other day
who had just received
some really great news.
His portfolio of rental
properties had an equity
value of over $1 million.
I asked him how he found
this out, and he told me
he’d been working with
a financial advisor who
had challenged him to
find fair market values
for each piece of property
he held.
After doing so, the

advisor compared the sum
of the fair market values
with the total balances
left on the mortgage of
all the properties. When
the dust settled, his
properties were worth
over $1 million more
than what he still owed.
He had no idea he was
a millionaire because
he had never concerned
himself with the equity
in the properties. He had
only paid attention to his
income — the positive
cashflow associated with
each property.
As we talked further,
he mentioned that his
advisor asked if he’d
considered selling off his
portfolio since we are at
the top of a market right
now. The advisor went
on to say that if he did
sell, he could stockpile
that money, wait for the
next downturn and then
replace his portfolio by
paying cash for better
properties.
My whole being was
screaming “No!” as he

was telling me about
this exchange. But I
composed myself and
asked, “Why would you
want to kill your golden
goose?”
He looked at me
puzzled, and that’s when
I told him the story of the
goose and the golden egg
from Stephen Covey’s
book, “The Seven Habits
of Highly Effective
People.”
It goes something like
this:
There once was a
poor farmer who had
a goose. One morning,
while doing his chores,
the farmer noticed a
golden egg in the nest
of his goose. He thought
someone was playing a
trick on him. But when
he picked it up, he
realized it was real. He
took it to town and had
it evaluated for a very
high price. He promptly
sold it and enjoyed the
benefits of the profit.
The next day, the same
thing happened. He found

another golden egg. This
went on for many days.
But as the farmer became
accustomed to lavish
living, he also became
inpatient with having
to wait for a single egg
each day.
That’s
when
he
decided he would just
open the goose and get
all the eggs out at one
time so he wouldn’t have
to wait anymore.
Well … to make a
long story short, he did.
But he didn’t find a goose
filled with golden eggs.
Instead, he found a goose
full of what is normally
inside of a goose.
What the farmer
did was irreversible.
And because of his
impatience, and greed,
he killed the goose that
laid the golden egg every
day. This action stopped
his wealth forever.
I told my investor
friend that his portfolio
is a flock of geese that
lays golden eggs. Those
golden “eggs” come

to him in the form of
rent checks. And if he
sold off his portfolio,
he wouldn’t receive any
more golden eggs.
Let’s think about this
scenario for a moment.
This investor lives off
the cashflow produced
by these properties. But
he has $1 million in
equity. If he sells all of
them, he can pocket that
million dollars and just
live off it, right?
Not quite. You see
when he sells those
properties, he will not
receive $1 million. His
funds will first be reduced
by the commissions and
closing costs of selling
the properties. Those
expenses could easily
reduce his profit by 10%.
Still, $900,000 ain’t
bad. But when you sell
all those properties, it
creates a taxable event
which could easily cut
those funds in half.
For easy numbers,
let’s say the takehome
was
$500,000.
In

liquidating
these
properties, our investor
loses
his
monthly
income. If he lives off
of $50,000 a year, that
means these funds will
be depleted in only 10
years.
Instead,
what
if
he worked to get his
properties paid for in the
next 10 years? With no
more mortgage payments
and a rent roll of $25,000
a month, he could then
enjoy a positive cash
flow of nearly $20,000
to live on after expenses.
Wouldn’t that be nice?
And that, my friends,
is why you shouldn’t kill
your golden goose.
Joe
and
Ashley
English buy houses
and mobile homes in
Northwest Georgia. For
more information or to
ask a question, go to
w w w. c a s h f l o w w i t h j o e .
com or call Joe at 678986-6813.

comforting to realize all
the freedoms we still
have in this country.
And taking the right
steps can also help you
achieve your financial
independence.
Here are some moves
to consider:
•Build an emergency
fund. It’s a good idea
to create an emergency
fund consisting of three
to six months’ worth of
living expenses, with
the money held in a
liquid, low-risk account.
With this fund in place,
you can avoid dipping
into your long-term
investments to pay for
short-term, unexpected
costs.
•Keep your debts
under control. It’s not
easy to do, but if you can
consistently minimize
your debt load, you
can have more money

to invest for the future
and move closer toward
achieving your financial
liberty. One way to
keep your debts down
is to establish a budget
and stick to it, so you
can avoid unnecessary
spending.
• Contribute as
much as possible to
your retirement plans.
The more money you can
save for retirement, the
greater your feelings of
financial independence.
So it’s essential that you
contribute as much as
you can to your 401(k)
or similar employersponsored
retirement
plan. At a minimum, put
in enough to earn your
employer’s match, if
one is offered, and every
time your salary goes
up, boost your annual
contributions.
Even
if you participate in a

401(k), you’re probably
also still eligible to
contribute to an IRA,
which can help you build
even more funds for
retirement. And because
you can fund an IRA
with virtually any type
of investment, you can
broaden your portfolio
mix.
• E x p l o re
longterm care coverage.
One day, your financial
independence
could
be threatened by your
need for some type of
long-term care. It now
costs, on average, over
$100,000 for a private
room in a nursing home
and more than $50,000
for the services of a home
health aide, according to
Genworth, an insurance
company. Most of these
costs won’t be covered
by Medicare, either, so,
if you want to reduce

the risk of seriously
depleting
all
your
financial resources – or
burdening your adult
children with these heavy
expenses – you may want
to consider some type of
long-term care insurance.
You could choose a
traditional
long-term
care policy – which can
cover a nursing home
stay, home health care,
or other services – or
a hybrid policy, which
provides long-term care
coverage plus a death
benefit.
• M a n a g e
withdrawals carefully.
Once you retire, your
financial freedom will
depend a great deal on
how skillful you are in
managing the money in
your retirement accounts.
Specifically, you need
to be careful about how
much you withdraw from

these accounts each year.
If you set a withdrawal
rate that’s too high in
your early years of
retirement, you might
eventually risk outliving
your resources. So, set
a withdrawal rate that
reflects your age, assets,
retirement lifestyle and
other factors. You may
want to consult with a
financial professional to
establish an appropriate
rate.
As you can see,
working toward your
financial independence
is a lifelong activity –
but it’s worth the effort.
This article was
written by Edward Jones
for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial
Advisor. Edward Jones,
Member SIPC

Work to Achieve Your Financial Independence

Dewayne Bowen
Financial Advisor
at Edward Jones
dewayne.bowen@
edwardjones.com

Over the past few
months,
just
about
everyone has felt the loss
of some type of freedom,
whether
it’s
being
able to travel, engage
in social gatherings
or participate in other
activities we previously
took for granted. Still,
as we prepare to observe
Independence Day, it’s
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stronger tomorrow for all Georgians. But the
budget speaks to some of the hard choices made
by state leaders to streamline and innovate. While
we were able to avoid draconian cuts, getting a
balanced budget was hard. In these challenging
times, this budget reflects that reality. While much
has changed over the last several months, my
priorities as Georgia’s governor have remained the
same.”
Kemp commended the state’s teachers and support
staff in the education sector for their work during
the COVID-19 crisis.
“With the closing of schools, Georgia families
have a renewed appreciation for our teachers,
counselors, specialists and staff. These men and
women are unsung heroes and we appreciate their
efforts during the pandemic to adapt, educate and
inspire students in every part of our state.”
Kemp said that to keep Georgia moving in the
right direction and minimize the long-term impact
of COVID-19 on state classrooms, the budget fully
funds enrollment growth and training for public
school education.
“It recognizes a 7.8 percent increase in enrollment
at state charter schools and this budget provides
over $55 million dollars in additional lottery funds
for HOPE scholarships and grant programs to meet
projected demand,” said Kemp. “With 53 percent of
the 2021 budget dedicated to education, we continue
to put students first.”
Kemp also said there was an emphasis in the
budget on funding healthcare, specifically Medicaid
and Peachcare.
“The pandemic has targeted the most vulnerable
populations in our state, highlighting the healthcare
disparities that exist,” said Kemp. “Now more
than ever, we see that access to quality, affordable
healthcare in every zip code is essential and
lifesaving. This budget fully funds projected growth
in Medicaid and Peachcare, which is nearly $270
million dollars. It also includes $19 million in
new funding to offer six months of post-partum

Medicaid coverage for Georgia mothers effective
upon approval by the Centers for Medicaid and
Medicare Services. These big investments will help
us enhance health outcomes; this budget will ensure
a healthier tomorrow for all Georgians.”
Kemp also mentioned funding for public safety as
a top priority.
“We know that Georgia’s potential as a state is
directly tied to public safety. Our future hinges
on the safety and security of our citizens,” said
Kemp. “During this healthcare crisis, we have seen
law enforcement officers play a vital role in the
fight against COVID-19. Moving forward we must
continue to support their efforts to crack down
on sex trafficking, dismantle street gangs, protect
communities from violence and pursue justice.
While we stand with law enforcement now, just
like they stood with us during our most difficult
days, in this budget we have included resources to
expand the GBI Gang Task Force, fund a 50-person
Trooper School and support personal services and
operating expenses for motor carry officers in the
Ports Corridor. These public safety dollars will pay
huge dividends as we merge from this healthcare and
economic crisis. We will keep our neighborhoods,
our communities and our families safe and secure.”
Kemp said that the fundamentals of Georgia’s
economy remain strong and that he has confidence
in the job creators in Georgia.
“As these men and women lead Georgia’s
economic revival, we will do our part to leverage
opportunities for economic stimulus through our
capital spending programs,” said Kemp. “This
budget includes $1.1 billion dollars in a bond
package that will spur growth and opportunity
through numerous construction activities; $340
million dollars of the total package is for major
repairs and renovations of state-owned facilities and
transportation infrastructure including $115 million
and bond funds for the repair, replacement and
renovation of roads and bridges statewide through
the Georgia Department of Transportation. There is
$70 million dollars in bond funds for the expansion
of the Convention Center at the Savannah Georgia
Convention Center Authority; $12 million in bond
funds for facility repairs and improvements at the
Georgia World Congress Center Authority; and $335

million dollars in bond funds to support capital
needs at our local K-12 school systems. This bond
package was designed with projects for every part
of our state to help Georgia regain its competitive
advantage. We will not let coronavirus undermine
our progress.”
Kemp praised Representative Terry England and
Senator Blake Tillery, along with their colleagues at
the State, for producing a balanced budget.
“The legislature has but one constitutional
requirement – and that’s to pass a balanced budget,”
said Kemp. “I want to commend Chairman England,
Chairman Tillery and their colleagues and staff for
working so hard to fulfill their duty even during
these unprecedented times. Also I want to pause
and thank Georgia’s 82nd governor, Nathan Deal,
for his bold leadership and conservative planning.
Thanks to the resources that he and the General
Assembly allocated to the Rainy Day Fund, we were
able to balance the budget without furloughing state
employees. We are grateful for the previous wisdom
and service. Finally, I want to thank President
Trump, Vice President Pence and our congressional
delegation for securing funds for Georgia through
the CARES Act. These resources will help state and
local governments minimize the impacts of COVID19 on those we are honored to serve.”
Kemp said that in the fight against coronavirus,
the state is seeing encouraging signs.
“The case fatality rate continues to decline as
testing nears one million. Our hospitals have surge
capacity, and thanks to the Georgia Emergency
Management Agency, we are providing PPE to
people and places that need it the most,” said Kemp.
“On the economic side, we are seeing positive
momentum. Businesses are slowly and safely
reopening. Several companies have announced
relocation projects and expansions in the Peach
State. But I will tell you, we are not out of the woods
yet. There is still more work to be done to protect
the lives and the livelihoods of all Georgians. We
have to remain vigilant in the days ahead. We have
to hunker down and keep chopping. I am confident
if we continue to work together, we will see brighter
days in the future. I know that we can build a safer,
stronger, healthier and more prosperous Georgia for
generations to come.”
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Protecting Yourself from Ticks

Greg Bowman
Gordon County
Extension Agent
gbowman@uga.edu

When you type as
many articles as I do,
you need seasonal topic
ideas or ideas that come
to you from current
situations. One chore at
the office I have daily
is to feed, water and
collect eggs from the 4-H
poultry judging hens. I
have been handling that
job for a while.
Well, the other day
I had just returned
from that task and felt
something crawling on
the back of my neck.
What I found was a tick.
Since it was not attached,
I easily removed and
disposed of the tick.
It took me a minute to
figure out how I could

get a tick on me at work.
I realized, I had just feed
the hens and the short
walk has me go through
some fescue grass that
is tall and mature. I
estimate I picked up
the tick from the grass
brushing my pants.
Please realize that
ticks are one of the most
important groups of
arthropods in Georgia
based on their ability to
transmit diseases. Most
people have heard of
Lyme disease or Rocky
Mountain Spotted Fever
that can come from tick
transmission. There are
other diseases, but those
can be considered the
most common. You can
also have issues when an
attached tick is removed
improperly thus causing
the tick mouthpart to
be broken off in the
skin. This can lead to
infection issues for the
person. Today, I will be
sharing tick protection
information from a UGA
publication by Dr. Elmer
Gray, UGA Extension
Entomologist.
For starters, there are
three tick species that
we can associate with
humans in Georgia. They

are the Lone Star tick
along with the American
dog tick and the blacklegged tick. You can pull
up images of these ticks
online to help you in tick
identification.
There are many hosts
for ticks ranging from
livestock, dogs, deer,
birds, rodents and of
course, humans.
I will not go into the
life cycle of ticks today,
but one important piece
of knowledge to keep
in mind is that with all
three of the tick species
mentioned, they all have
a similar life cycle. This
includes that for each
stage of development,
a blood meal must take
place in order for the
tick to develop into an
adult for the next tick
generation to happen.
Preferred
tick
habitat should also be
considered. This can help
in protecting yourself
from these potentially
disease
transmitting
arthropods. Ticks will
survive best in high
grass or bushy areas.
These type of areas are
also popular for many
of the potential hosts for
ticks. Note that game

trail areas that can have
a large deer population
can also be connected to
high tick population.
Ticks must have
an area with a high
level of moisture for
survival, too. Ticks like
bottomland sites that
can have high humidity,
thick vegetation and a
high deer population. On
the flipside, hot and dry
weather, along with short
grass with little mulch,
can be deadly to ticks.
COVID-19 along with
the social distancing has
found people finding
unique or new ways to
pass the time. Many
are social distancing by
hiking or simply getting
out in nature. Getting
outdoors may at times
put yourself in highly
tick populated areas,
so you need to follow
protection tips to reduce
your chance of tick
attachment to your body.
One way to stay
in areas where the
vegetation is open and
also below ankle height.
If you are in sites with
high grass and brush, try
to avoid this vegetation
from touching your
body, especially your

legs. It is also advised
to wear long pants. It
may not be fashionable,
but tuck your pant leg
into your socks and also
tuck your shirt under
your belt. These steps of
covering your body will
make a tick more visible.
The tick can travel up
towards your head areas
so you should be able
to see a tick on your
clothing. This will keep
a tick from getting under
your clothing, too.
Try
to
use
a
recommended
tick
repellent. There are
products that are labeled
for your skin and
clothing while others
may be labeled only for
spraying clothing. Many
repellents will contact
“DEET.” The “DEET”
products may come in
a liquid or an aerosol
form. There may also be
products that contain the
insecticide permethrin.
I will add that you
must read the label of
any repellent product
purchased for method of
application, how it can
be used, who it can be
used on, etc. The label
is designed to give you
directions on how to use

that product safely.
You need to check
yourself
for
ticks
twice a day. There is
documentation that says
the longer an infected
tick feeds on you, the
greater the chance of you
being transmitted a tick
disease.
Do not forget on how
to properly remove an
attached tick. You need
to remove a tick with
either forceps, cloth or
paper wrapped around
the tick as near the point
of attachment as you can.
Use a firm and steady pull
to remove the tick. Do
not jerk or twist the tick
while removing. Jerking
or twisting can cause the
tick mouthpart to break
off in the skin and cause
infection. Do not use
unprotected fingers for
tick removal. You need
to apply a disinfectant to
the attachment site after
removal. You need wash
your hands with hot and
soapy water, too.
For more information,
contact UGA ExtensionGordon County at 706629-8685
or
email
gbowman@uga.edu.

B-I-N-G-O through summer while completing fun agtivities
GEORGIA FARM
BUREAU

Make supper with
a food item grown in
Georgia;
draw
your
favorite farm animal;
play an educational online
farm game; play outside;
eat or drink your favorite
dairy product - these are
one of 27 five-agtivity
combinations
Georgia
families can do together
as they play Georgia
Agriculture
Bingo.
Each BINGO combo
participants
complete

makes them eligible to
enter for a chance to
win an age-appropriate ag
book for the participating
child.
G e o rg i a
Farm
Bureau’s Agriculture in
the Classroom (AITC)
Program and the Georgia
Public Library Service
are partnering to offer
the game as part of local
libraries’ annual Summer
Reading Program.
“I’m excited about
this new partnership and
I hope we have great
participation,” said GFB

AITC Coordinator Lauren
Goble. “We might not be
able to see large groups
face-to-face, but we can
still make an impact and
increase ag knowledge
virtually.”
GFB
and local
libraries will promote
the Georgia Agriculture
Bingo game on their
social media platforms.
Goble encourages county
volunteers and staff to
share the posts about the
game on their personal
Facebook,
Twitter,
Instagram or Pinterest

accounts to encourage
families they know with
children to participate.
As families complete
a row of five activities
- vertical, horizontal,
or diagonal – they are
to take a photo of the
participating
children
doing each activity. It’s
important to remember
to take photos because
your local librarian may
ask to see your activity
photos before they give
participants a bookmark
that provides instructions
on how to enter to win a

prize.
Each time a child
completes a 5-agtivity
combo to “BINGO,” they
may re-enter the contest
for another chance to win
a prize. While participants
don’t have to return to
the library each time
they “BINGO,” they
are encouraged to post
photos of themselves
doing the agtivities on
their personal social
media with the hashtag
# G e o rg i a F a r m B u r e a u .
Facebook posts should be
tagged with @Friends of

Georgia Farm Bureau.
The end date for
Georgia Agriculture Bingo
will coincide with the
summer reading contest
deadline for each library.
Please check with your
local library for the date its
summer reading program
ends. Visit www.gfb.ag/
AITCsummer-reading
for more information and
to print your Georgia
Agriculture Bingo card to
get started. Some county
Farm Bureau offices may
have printed copies of the
bingo sheets available.

USDA Provides Flexibilities to Ensure Kids Receive Meals This
Fall: Local schools and childcare providers are empowered to
adapt meal service operations for the upcoming school year
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE

U.S. Secretary of
Agriculture
Sonny
Perdue today announced
a range of nationwide
flexibilities to ensure
America’s
children
receive the nutritious
food they need throughout
the upcoming school
year. These waivers
give states, schools, and
childcare providers time
to plan for how they will
serve children in the
fall, including allowing
for new and innovative
feeding options as the
nation recovers from the
coronavirus.
“As
the
country
re-opens and schools

prepare for the fall,
a
one-size-fits-all
approach to meal service
simply won’t cut it,”
said Secretary Sonny
Perdue. “The flexibilities
announced today give
states, schools, and
child care providers
the certainty they need
to operate the USDA
child nutrition programs
in ways that make
sense given their local,
on-the-ground situations
and ensure America’s
children can count on
meal service throughout
the school year.”
As
fall
nears,
schools are considering
many
different
learning models. This
announcement empowers
them to operate the

School
Breakfast
Program (SBP) and
National School Lunch
Program (NSLP) to best
serve their students
throughout the 20202021 school year. It also
allows providers in the
Child and Adult Care
Food Program (CACFP)
to tailor operations to
serve the children in their
care. USDA is providing
flexibilities
around
meal patterns, groupsetting
requirements,
meal service times, and
parent/guardian pickup of meals for kids
across all three programs
to address anticipated
changes for the coming
school year.
USDA
is
also
announcing
a
new

GORDON

Gazette

To stay up to date on the latest
community news, follow the
Gordon Gazette on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter!

flexibility that waives
the requirement for
high schools to provide
students the option
to select some of the
foods offered in a meal.
While this practice,
known as “offer versus

serve” is encouraged,
social distancing or
meals-in-the-classroom
models would make this
regulatory requirement
difficult. Collectively,
these waivers reduce
barriers to meal service

options that support
a transition back to
norm al
operat i ons
while simultaneously
responding to evolving
local conditions.
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GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: ‘COVID fatigue’
Are folks slacking off in the fight?

ANDY MILLER

Georgia Health News

Tired of wearing a
mask in public places?
Do you ever forget to
take one along when you
go out?
Are you weary of
social distancing with
friends
and
family
members?
Is your
hand-washing getting
less frequent and a little
less thorough?
These may be signs
that weariness with
COVID-19 guidelines is
setting in.
This
“COVID
fatigue’’ is a natural
response to four months
of unprecedented social
restrictions, experts say.
But such fatigue —
if it leads to careless
behavior — is potentially
dangerous, the experts
say, and may at least
partially be responsible
for the spikes in new
cases in Georgia and
many other states.
Georgia’s
number
of
new
COVID-19
cases is breaking daily
records for the state.
Hospitalizations are up,
too. Many other states
are in the same unsettling
position, with rising
numbers of infections
reported daily. That has
led some governors to
reimpose restrictions on
gatherings.
Wearing a mask in
public has become a
symbol for safe practices
– and political leaders
are making a push to
promote face coverings.
U.S. House Minority
Leader Kevin McCarthy
(R-Calif.) said Tuesday
that wearing masks is
“the best opportunity for
us to keep this economy
open” and agreed with
a Fox News host that
it would be a “powerful
symbol” if President
Trump would don one in
public, the Washington
Post reported. Trump has
declined to wear a mask

himself, saying people
should consider public
health advice and make
their own choices.
McCarthy’s comments
on “Fox & Friends”
come as a growing
number of Republicans
are advocating wearing
masks in public, as the
number of coronavirus
cases climbs in many
states.
In Georgia, Gov.
Brian Kemp is launching
a tour of Georgia cities
to promote the wearing
of masks.
Some
Georgians
are
ignoring
safety
guidelines altogether.
Many others are simply
slipping — absentmindedly lowering their
masks in public places
or forgetting about social
distancing when they run
into people they know.
Experts say both trends
are helping drive the
recent COVID-19 surge.
The Public Health
director for the Savannah
district, Dr. Lawton
Davis, told the Savannah
Morning News that he’s
concerned about the
increasing percentage
of Georgians testing
positive for the virus.
“I
think
there’s
several reasons for that,’’
Davis told the newspaper.
“No. 1, people are tired
of wearing face masks,
particularly when it’s
hot outside. And they’re
tired of staying at home
and want to get on with
their lives.’’
The reopening of
economies may have
given many people a
false sense of security.
Self-isolating at home
has given way to trips
to the grocery store and
restaurants and, for some,
social gatherings without
proper distancing.
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the
nation’s top infectious
disease expert, this week
admonished people who
have abandoned safety
measures. He said an

“all or none” approach
to
precautions
has
contributed to a new
surge of COVID-19.
“What has happened, I
guess understandably, but
nonetheless regrettably,
[is] that people took the
attitude in some places of
either all or none. Either
you’re locked down, or
you just let it fly and you
just ignore many of the
guidelines,” Fauci told
CNN in an interview that
aired Monday.
He also said, “Even
in states that are telling
their citizens to do it
correctly, . . . there are
crowds. They are not
physical
distancing,
and they’re not wearing
masks. That’s a recipe
for disaster.” Fauci
reiterated
that
safe
measures include social
distancing,
maskwearing,
abstaining
from shaking hands and
avoiding large crowds.
Some level of fatigue
with COVID restrictions
is normal, experts say.
“We’ve been in this
for four months,’’ notes
Elena Petrova, director
of Student Counseling &
Psychological Services
at Augusta University.
Early on, there was hope
for a quick end to the
pandemic. “I felt we were
all sprinting,’’ Petrova
says. But this pandemic
is more of a marathon,
she adds.
“Giving up comforts
for a long period of time
is not natural for us,’’
she adds. “This kind
of behavior change has
been difficult.’’
Looser
behavior
on safety guidelines is
likely feeding the rise in
new infections, Petrova
says. “It’s important to
remind ourselves that we
can’t fully relax. All of
us want to.’’

toward younger adults.
An AJC analysis shows
adults under 30 make
up the fastest-growing
group of new infections.
The
University
of Georgia, in fact,
confirmed Monday that
nearly 150 students
and campus workers
have tested positive for
COVID-19.
Because
younger people with the
virus often feel only mild
symptoms or none at all,
many may not realize
they have it. That allows
them to spread it to other
people, including those
in high-risk medical
categories.
Younger people may
not know anyone who
has been sickened by
the virus, and thus may
feel that fears about it
are overblown, says Dr.
Mark Rapaport, chairman
of
the
Department
of
Psychiatry
and
Behavioral Sciences at
Emory University School
of Medicine.
“Unless
it
has
personally affected an
individual, it’s natural to
have [a level] of denial,’’
he says. “There’s not an
understanding that this is
somebody’s grandmother
or grandfather’’ who
could get infected from a
younger person.
Individuals getting lax
about safety protocols “is
absolutely contributing’’
to the rise in cases,
Young, active,
Rapaport says. People
infected
may say to themselves,
The jump in new “It’s only one time,
infections has skewed minimizing the risk they

OBITUARIES
From page 3A

June 30 at 5 p.m. from the Chapel of Thomas Funeral
Home with Dr. Ed Archer officiating. Interment followed
in Fain Cemetery.
Pallbearers serving included: Shannon Bennett, Cleve
Persinger, Cass Jewell, Eric Guthrie, Tucker Guthrie, and
Cy Persinger.
The family received friends on Tuesday, June 30 from
3 p.m. until the funeral hour at 5 p.m. at Thomas Funeral
Home.
The family respectfully asks all guests wear a mask for
the services of Shirley Stewart Wade.
In lieu of flowers, the family request memorial
contributions be made to the Calhoun First United
Methodist Church at 205 East Line Street, Calhoun, GA
30701.
You may leave the family online condolences at www.
thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com
Thomas Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements
for Shirley Stewart Wade.

-Calhoun AA Group meetings.
Monday, Wednesday and Saturday from
7 - 8 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday from
12 - 1 p.m. and Sunday 9:30 - 10:30
a.m. Located at 318 North River Street,
Calhoun, GA, 30701.
-Families Anonymous is a 12-step
program, for those concerned about drug
abuse and behavior problems of a relative
or friend. Completely anonymous, non
professional, and non religious. No dues,
no fees. Not connected with any hospital
or agency. Located on Red Bud Road in
plaza below Fitness First, next to Calhoun
Counseling Center (Dr. Bledsoe’s office).
Meeting every Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. Call
770-548-7849 for more information.
-The
Life
Choice
Hospice
Bereavement Support Group will be
meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
The support group is open to anyone in the

Linda Weathersby

Linda Gail Weathersby, 71, of Lee County, died June
26, 2020 at her residence. Funeral services were held
Monday at 2 p.m. at Lakeside Baptist Church. Rev.
Kenneth Cloud officiated. A private family interment
followed in Leesburg Cemetery.
Mrs. Weathersby was born on Oct. 29, 1948 in
Bainbridge, Ga. to O.R. and Edith Kate Godwin. She
graduated from Bainbridge High School, met and married
Butch Weathersby in 1967. They resided in Bainbridge
until they moved to Lee County in 2005.
Mrs. Weathersby was a very active member of Lakeside
Baptist Church, the W.O.M., was an active member of the
choir and loved teaching Vacation Bible School. She was
also a member of the Daffadil Garden Club. She was a
homemaker, wonderful mother, wife and a great cook.
In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death

Support Groups

community who would like to attend. The
office and support group are located at 189
Professional Court, Suite 300, Calhoun.
For Information, contact Jennifer at 706602-9001.
-BONDAGE BREAKERS - Breaking
the chains of addiction one soul at a time.
Every Thursday night at 7 p.m. at Crane
Eater Community Church, located at 3168
Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.
-The Georgia Chapter of the
Alzheimer’s Association is sponsoring
a monthly support group at Morning
Pointe Assisted Living, 660 Jolly Road, on
the third Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. For
more information or directions, call Mary
Braden at 770-548-4683 or Karen Parrott
at 706-346-5220. For more information
about dementia and Alzheimer’s disease,
call 800-272-3900 or visit www.alz.org/
georgia.

may be having.’’
Political
leaders,
top
athletes
and
entertainment stars can
have real influence by
promoting safe practices,
he added.
Jacqueline Gollan,
associate
professor
of
psychiatry
and
behavioral sciences at the
Northwestern University
Feinberg School of
Medicine, has coined the
term “caution fatigue.’’
“Whether it’s wearing
masks or standing six
feet away from people,
caution fatigue is low
motivation or energy
to comply with safety
guidelines,’’ she told
Northwestern
Today.
“You could consider
caution fatigue to be
similar to a AA battery.
Initially you may have
been energized and
positively focused on
following
pandemicsafety behavior. But as
the virus has continued
on, you may start to
focus on the negative
and feel physically or
mentally depleted.’’

What can people
do to ward off this
fatigue?

Connect
with
a
therapist if mental health
services are needed,
Petrova says. She adds
that people should be
informed about virus
developments, but may
need to set boundaries
on the intake of news on
COVID.

“In this marathon, we
can’t just check out. This
is a public health issue.’’
Gollan
told
Northwestern
Today,
“The things we miss, like
playing and exercising,
can still be rewarding
but need to be redefined
to meet pandemic safety
guidelines.”
People may want
to do something “that
maximizes
rewards
[health] and minimizes
your risk [exposure],’’
Gollan
said.
“Ask
yourself, ‘What’s my
goal? Can it be delayed?
If not, what are the
risks of this decision for
myself and others?’
“Consider the value
of being a good member
of collective society,
preserving health for
yourself and family. It’s
value-driven behavior
and has an ultimate
reward in caring for
others and yourself.”
She added, “Make
sure you are doing things
in your life that give you
physical, emotional and
spiritual energy. This
is an unusual situation
and it’s normal to feel
upset. If you are feeling
depressed, call your
doctor for consultation.”
Andy Miller is editor
and CEO of Georgia
Health News. For the
latest health news in
the state, visit www.
georgiahealthnews.com.

by siblings, Lois Hand, Jimmy Godwin and Eva Joyce
Godwin.
Survivors include her husband, Butch Weathersby of
Lee County; three daughters, Sherri (Bobby) Dickens of
Avondale Estates, Angela S. Graham of Albany, and Shea
(Joe) Register of Valdosta; her grandchildren, Brittany
(Dustin) Bowen of Donalsonville, Lauren Grubbs and
her fiancee, Pete McSwain of Albany, Chason Dickens of
Avondale Estates, and Katie Ruth Register of Valdosta; a
great-grandson, John Emmett Bowen; and two brothers,
Jack (Cheryl) Godwin of Attapulgus, Ga. and Steve
(Nancy) Godwin of Calhoun.
The family received friends from 1 – 2 p.m. on Monday
at Lakeside Baptist Church.
Those desiring may make contributions in memory
of Mrs. Weathersby to The Alzheimer’s Assoc., 225 N.
Michigan Ave., Fl. 17, Chicago, IL, 60601
This announcement mad through the courtesy of Max
Brannon and Sons.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one
consultation program, offers education
and information to primary caregivers
of persons with dementia. Any primary
caregiver who is caring for a loved one
with dementia in the home is eligible to
receive this program. To learn more about
the Special Care Plus program, call 800272-3900.
-The Georgia Long-Term Care
Ombudsman Program seeks to improve
the quality of life for residents of long-term
care facilities. For more information, call
Linda Ann Daniel at 1-866-565-8213 or
706-272-2158.
-The Alzheimer’s Association’s
Caring Closet was created to help offset
the high cost of incontinent products
and give the families support they often
desperately need. If you would like to visit
the nearest Closet, call the chapter office

to receive a flier with locations and hours.
Morning Pointe in Calhoun has a Caring
Closet; call Mary Braden at 706-629-0777.
-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson
Disease Association, Inc., is offering a
monthly support group for persons living
with Parkinson Disease, their caregivers,
family and friends. The support group will
meet at Gordon Hospital; Conference Room
A. For any questions about the support
group and future meetings, call James
Trussell at 706-235- 3164 or 706-346-5678.
-Are you interested in losing pounds
and inches? Join TOPS (Take Off
Pounds Sensibly) for support and howto information. Meetings are on Monday
nights. Weigh-ins begin at 6 p.m., and
group support and information starts at 7
p.m. at the Gordon County Senior Citizens
Center, 150 Cambridge Court, Calhoun.
For more information, call 706-847-3306.
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Another Endangered Turtle Species Hatches at DSC

DALTON STATE
COLLEGE

Dalton State’s Turtle
Assurance
Colony
(TAC) has successfully
bred another species of
endangered turtles.
An elongated tortoise,
Indotestudo elongata,
hatched
this
week
making it the third
species to successfully
breed in captivity at the
college. The college’s
TAC was one of the first
organizations dedicated
to saving endangered
turtles worldwide to
successfully
breed
serrated
hinge-back
tortoises, Kinixys erosa.
There has also been a
lot of success breeding
Home’s
hingeback
tortoises,
Kinixys
homeana.
TAC volunteers have
seen several eggs from the
elongated tortoise over
the last couple of years,
but none of the eggs were
viable. Seeing several
clutches of nonviable
eggs
before
seeing
hatchlings is emerging
as a pattern for these
endangered species, said
Chris Manis, an assistant
professor of biology and
research assistant at the
college who oversees
TAC.
“You
get
these
animals, usually as an

adult,” Manis said. “You
try to settle them down,
alleviate their stress,
give them really good
husbandry for a protracted
amount of time, make
everything comfortable
for them, make sure the
temperature and humidity
are how they need it. You
do everything right. And
you’re patient. At first
you won’t get anything.
The males are trying.
They have issues with
sperm production due to
stress. The females are
laying eggs but they’re
not viable. And that’s a
step in the right direction.
Stress in turtles is not
dissimilar from how
stress affects us.”
The
elongated
tortoises had laid two
clutches of eggs recently,
but it became clear
most of the eggs were
not viable early on.
They were small and
the color of their shells
was off. Manis wasn’t
sure the larger egg would
be viable, but when he
checked the incubator
this week, a turtle had
popped its head out of
the shell. It can take
several hours for a turtle
to fully hatch.
Turtles in the TAC
are endangered because
of humans, and that is
especially true for the
elongated
tor tois e

that would be found
naturally in several
countries
including
China,
Malaysia,
Vietnam, Thailand, India
and Nepal. Humans
are destroying habitats
and consuming turtles.
The elongated tortoise
populated most of Asia’s
tropical
deciduous
forests as recent as 20
years ago, he said.
“Elongated tortoises
are the poster child for
what’s happening in
Asia when it comes to
eating animals,” Manis
said. “This species was
common, but has been
nearly eaten out of
existence. Previously,
Asian box turtles had
been captured for eating,
but when they became
scarce, people turned to
the elongated.”
Elongated tortoises
are not popular among
orga ni z a t i ons
t ha t
encourage breeding in
an attempt to save these
species from extinction
due to their size and
need for a tropical
environment.
Dalton
State is able to provide
these species a suitable
habitat in a greenhouse
that was built thanks
to a donation from the
Mashburn Trust and local
philanthropist Jeanne
Burr, who died in May.
“ T he
e l onga t e d

tortoises
don’t
get
as much love as they
should,” Manis said.
“They’re not convenient
for
husbandry
and
breeding unless you
have the facilities for it.
We’re grateful we do.
The elongated tortoises
are more personable than
other species. They’ll
come to you like a puppy
looking for food once
they’re habituated to
you. Some of the other
species are shy and will
hide. But these have a
big personality.”
Dalton State now
participates
in
two
programs geared toward
saving
endangered

turtles, TAC and Saving
Animals from Extinction
(SAFE). With TAC it is
not yet safe to reintroduce
the species cared for into
their natural habitat,
while SAFE species
are from the United
States where there are
regulations and sanctions
in place to ensure the
animal is not poached to
extinction.
The college houses
approximately
150
turtles
across
15
different species. A few
other species have laid
eggs, and Manis said he
believes they are close
to successfully hatching
spiny turtles, Heosemys

spinosa. The eggs are
viable, but so far, the
turtles cannot survive
the hatching process.
Other species are laying
clutches of eggs that are
not viable, which points
to the early stages of
successful breeding.
The turtles are cared
for under the direction of
Manis by other faculty
members and students.
They provide husbandry
experience that has
led students to land
prestigious internships,
research
fellowships
and positions. They
also provide numerous
opportunities
for
undergraduate research.

GNTC receives $40,000 for resource center in Dalton
GNTC

The Georgia Department
of Early Care and Learning
has been awarded two grants
that will be used to partner
with Georgia Northwestern
Technical College (GNTC)
to fund a resource center on
GNTC’s Whitfield Murray
Campus in Dalton. The
resource center will provide
students with food and access
to local organizations.
The first grant for $15,000
from the Two-Generation
Innovation Fund Capacity
Building Grant will be used to
build the resource center. The
second grant from the TwoGeneration Innovation Fund
Implementation Grant for
$25,000 will be used to equip
and stock the center.
“The resource center is
important
because
some
GNTC students report that
they sometimes struggle to
afford food and they need
other sources of support,”
said Jan Lanier, GNTC dean
of Student Success. “The
resource center will offer

a food pantry and will also
assist students with accessing
community resources while
they are enrolled at GNTC.”
Suzanne Harbin, director of
the Early Childhood Initiative
for the Community Foundation
of Northwest Georgia, wrote
the grants after she reviewed
a survey sent out last fall by
the University of Georgia’s
School of Public Health.
The survey showed a high
number of GNTC students in
the community were running
out of basic food items by
the end of the month, Harbin
said. The survey also showed
that 48% of GNTC students in
the Dalton area had children,
making the need for the
resource center even greater.
Harbin said establishing a
resource center will provide
students not only with food
but also connect them with
organizations like Dalton
Heritage Head Start who can
help with childcare for young
children.
“We will be reaching out
to those students and helping
them connect with community
resources in the Dalton area,”

said Harbin.
The center is still in the
development stage and is
scheduled to be complete this
summer. According to Lanier,
shelves, a refrigerator and
other equipment has arrived
at the center. Once everything
is in place, the Community
Foundation of Northwest
Georgia and Dalton Heritage
Head Start will be on-hand
to provide students with
information.

Georgia
Northwestern
Technical College provides
quality workforce education
to the citizens of Northwest
Georgia.
Students
have
the opportunity to earn an
associate degree, diploma, or a
certificate in business, health,
industrial, or public service
career paths. This past year,
12,454 people benefited from
GNTC’s credit and noncredit
programs. With an annual
credit enrollment of 7,730

students, GNTC is the largest
college in Northwest Georgia.
GNTC has an additional
enrollment of 4,724 people
through adult education,
continuing education, business
and industry training, and
Georgia Quick Start. GNTC is
a unit of the Technical College
System of Georgia and an
Equal Opportunity Institution.
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possible.
“Our goal at this point, unless anything changes with
the community spread of the virus, school will start
with our updated cleaning protocols in place and social
distancing practices and allowing face coverings as
people are comfortable,” said Fraker. “Face coverings are
an option depending on comfort level.”
Fraker said that a meeting had been held with the
principals of each school to discuss how to apply social
distancing practices, and that extra time was being built
in to allow for those practices, along with extra hand
washing and sanitizing.
In the event that there is an outbreak at one of the
schools within the system, Fraker said instructional
modifications would be made as needed.
If there is a resurgence of COVID-19 once school
begins, dependent upon the severity of the spread, a
modified schedule to limit the number of students on
campus each day could be implemented. According to a
statement released on Monday by GCS, if this becomes
necessary, it would affect grades 6 – 12 and allow for
students to receive intermittent face-to-face instruction,
while significantly reducing the number of students in
classrooms and allowing more social distancing. Pre-K
through 5th grade should be on campus every day, unless
the GCS community enters a substantial community
spread situation that would require school closure for all.
Under these circumstances, elementary students will see
additional modifications in the school building to allow
for fewer transitions and more social distancing among
students.
For families who feel they are not ready to have their
child return to school, an online option will be available.
GCS plans to offer a full-time, at-home virtual option
for the 2020-21 school year. Students will be provided
with a school-system iPad, but this option requires the
student to have consistent, reliable access to the internet.
GCS is exploring a variety of models for full-time virtual
learning. The number of students requesting full-time
virtual school at different grade levels will determine
which model is chosen. The model developed and
implemented may be a combination of a virtual platform
with GCS teacher support or solely a virtual platform.
Families should also understand that the choice to pursue
at-home virtual learning requires a commitment to the
program for a specified amount of time. Elementary
students will have the option to return to in-person

CHASE

From page 1A
driving in excess of 90 miles per hour as it
approached 2590 Dews Pond Road. The report states
that when the vehicle approached the driveway
of 2590 Dews Pond Road, it made an abrupt stop
and caused the tires to smoke. The Corolla then
continued on and took a left onto Love Bridge Road,
then made a sudden right into the parking lot of
Antioch Baptist Church; the officer also turned into
the Antioch parking lot and positioned to the right of
the suspected vehicle. The vehicle drove back onto
Dews Pond Road, where it almost collided with the
back of a truck on the westbound lane. The vehicle
drove back into the parking lot, and the officer
positioned his vehicle to the left of the suspected
vehicle.

DWTS

From page 1A
Jennifer Latour, Executive Director of United
Way of Gordon County.
“Several of our committee members – Andy
Baxter, Kristy Brown and Michelle Frix Ward –
have competed in previous shows. Joni Harbin will
return as event emcee along with her daughter Olivia
Harbin – Their duo-gig is sure to be a blast! Michelle
Frix Ward is volunteering her time and talents by
providing the choreography for the group dance
while Andy Baxter Photography is donating his time
to offer free photography for all the dancers and
for digital content promotion,” Latour continued. “I
would like to thank Mohawk Industries for being the
Premier Sponsor of Dancing with the Stars! If you
are sponsoring a couple or are an event sponsor, you
are directly helping United Way make a difference
in our community.”
The planning committee is central to the success
of the show, but the group that really matters
consists of the 18 students who will hit the stage to
compete in May. The dancers, listed alphabetically
by last name, are Ben Bingham, Isaac Brackett,
Hayes Carpenter, Ethan Crump, Jayce Derryberry,
Aubrey Dorsey, Madeline Erwin, Caitlyn Glaze,
Catherine Govignon, Will Holden, Marlee Jackson,
Mariah Key, Aavyn Lee, Jackson Murray, Sierra
Scott, Cameron West, Megan Wright, and Meghan
Young.
Two of Gordon Central High School’s most
accomplished recent graduates will hit the stage
and open the competition with a performance that’s
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instruction after completing 9 weeks of full-time at-home
learning, and middle and high school may return after
one semester.
According to Monday’s statement, the new version
of virtual at-home learning will be refined from what
families experienced during our recent school closures.
If the virtual at-home option is chosen, attendance and
student online engagement will be recorded, assignments
will be graded, and grading practices appropriate for a
full-time virtual classroom will be utilized. Additionally,
parents/guardians and students who choose this option
will be required to participate in a virtual school
orientation session.
Fraker told the board this would not be the same type
of online instruction offered during the crisis period in
the spring.
“Online learning this go around will look very
different; there will be attendance, engagement and
different grading,” said Fraker. “It will be much different
to be online now than when we were in the crisis
situation.”
Also, gifted and Advanced Placement courses may not
be offered virtually, and students who wish to participate
in extracurricular activities/athletics should not choose
the virtual at-home learning option.
“We also talked about eligibility with online learning,”
said Board Chair Charlie Walraven during the meeting.
“The policy says you have to attend school that day to
participate.”
“I can’t imagine if (students) chose to not come to
school (to avoid exposure), they’d be eligible to play,”
said Board member Eddie Hall. “They don’t want to
be around others to learn, they don’t want to be around
(others) to play.”
Fraker told the board that some school systems in
the area were putting out information that if students
choose to take online classes, they will still be permitted
to participate in extracurricular activities, but that she
wanted the board’s thoughts on the issue.
“As far as playing sports, the reason to stay at home
(online) is to be away from others, so it would contradict
that if you only stay at home all day long then went to
the campus to participate in sports,” said board member
Kacee Smith. “I think you would have to be in person
learning to be eligible to play because it doesn’t made
sense (otherwise).”
The system plans to send out a link for those interested
to apply for online learning on Monday, July 6.
Calhoun City Schools released a statement this week
saying they were opening with their ‘Plan A’ Traditional
Model of Instruction.

“Calhoun City Schools plans to resume on Wednesday,
August 12th with all students reporting on the first day
of school with parameters put in place regarding health
screenings (checking for signs and symptoms of COVID19) of students and staff, heightened sanitation efforts,
social distancing efforts, with no mass gatherings,” said
the system in a statement.
The City system said that modifications to their
opening include:
• Establishing procedures and protocols for
entering the school buildings, transportation, transitions,
school meals, etc. based on guidance from Georgia
Department of Education
•
Removing unused desks and furniture in
classrooms
•
Maximizing social distancing (to the extent
practicable)
•
Limiting physical interaction through partner or
group work
•
Establishing distance between the teacher’s
desk/board and students’ desks
•
Identifying and utilizing large spaces (i.e.
gymnasiums, auditoriums, outside spaces – as weather
permits) for social distancing
•
Providing access to hand sanitizer for students
and staff
•
Serving school meals in the classroom if needed
to limit large group exposure
•
Restricting non-essential visitors and volunteers
•
Allowing for the use of face coverings / masks
(these are not required at this time)
The City Schools will also offer the Calhoun Online
Learning Academy (COLA) and COLA Jr. for those not
ready to return in person.
“Calhoun City Schools will provide students with a
chromebook to use, however; the home-based COLA
option requires students to have access to consistent and
reliable access to the internet. If you would like additional
information regarding online learning, please email ccs@
calhounschools.org or contact Monica Pierson, Director
of Online Learning at piersonm@calhounschools.org.
Registration for COLA and COLA Jr. is available at
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf46kqnY0
JzpfIxdIiM7A40uhXQTXYGQsN0R2dwwk3kDj17JQ/
viewform. The application deadline for COLA and/or
COLA Jr. is July 31st,” said a statement from the system.
According to the system, Calhoun City Schools
students who meet eligibility requirements are allowed
to participate in extra-curricular programs and athletics
including those who are enrolled in the Calhoun Online
Learning Academy (COLA).

The Corolla began traveling towards the side of
the church building, when it made a sharp left turn
and struck the front of the officer’s vehicle. When
the collision occurred, the back of the suspected
vehicle struck a small brick wall and mailbox at the
church, causing damage. The suspected vehicle then
continued back onto Dews Pond Road traveling west.
The vehicle then made a left turn and traveled up
the driveway of 2590 Dews Pond Road. The officer
chased the vehicle up the long driveway when the
driver, identified as Tony Alan Landress, 57, of 215
Wrights Hollow Road, exited out of the passenger
door and began running through the woods behind
the house. The officer pursued Landress on foot
until he lost sight of him about 50 yards into the
wood line.
Deputies with the Gordon County Sheriff’s Office
arrived on scene shortly after, and a canine was
brought in to perform a track. Deputies and Georgia

State Patrol troopers set up a perimeter around the
area on Dews Pond Road and Wrights Hollow Road.
The canine tracked the subject until a deputy saw the
subject, running across a field. Landess was taken
into custody and transported to Gordon County Jail.
The officer’s patrol car suffered damage to his
front bumper. The officer later went to Gordon
County Jail and talked with Landress, asking him
why he ran. Landress told the officer he was in a
domestic dispute with his girlfriend on Short North
Wall Street and thought the officer was going to
arrest him. The officer said while speaking to
Landress, he could smell the odor of alcohol and
Landress’ eyes were bloodshot.
Landress remains in Gordon County Jail and is
facing charges of DUI, Failure to Maintain Lane;
Failure to Stop at a Stop Sign; Fleeing/Attempting
to Elude Law Enforcement Officer; Obstruction;
Reckless Driving; and Too Fast for Conditions.

expected to be a showstopper. Both very active and
talented students, Sierra Scott and Aavyn Lee will
form the first dance team. Scott is the daughter of
Kelly and Maria Scott while Lee is the son of Aaron
and Amber Lee.
Scott was named Distinguished Young Woman of
Gordon County for the Class of 2020 and was Gordon
Central High School’s most recent Homecoming
Queen. She was involved in Theatre, Literary, and
Warrior Academy. She was a member of the National
Honor Society and received a Georgia Certificate
of Merit. She also was a State Champion in Girls
Literary Trio, as well as One Act. She was one of
the forty- one local students who participated in the
2019-2020 Gordon County Chamber of Commerce
Youth Leadership Program.
Lee was involved with the Gordon Central
Performing Arts program and plans to major in
Musical Theater. He was a member of Tonal
Combustion, National Honor Society, the Tri-M
Music Society, Warrior Academy and the Literary
Team. He was named State AA best actor and
was a State One Act Champion from 2016-2020.
He also was one of the forty- one local students
who participated in the 2019-2020 Gordon County
Chamber of Commerce Youth Leadership Program.
He is a member of Fellowship Baptist Church, where
he teaches Sunday School once a month. Lee also
led a dance class at Gordon Central. In his free time,
he enjoys hiking.
This year, only the winners and runners-up of
the People’s Choice and Judges’ Choice will receive
scholarships. The first-place team will receive
$1,000 per student; the second-place team will
receive $750 per student and the third-place team

will receive $500 per student.
This will be the fourth student show, which
spun off the adult version that ran for five years
at the historic GEM Theatre. The dancers are
learning more about United Way and will volunteer
at United Way partner agencies over the next few
months to learn how their involvement will help.
As details unfold and plans are finalized, additional
information will be made available through social
media and the United Way website.
The mission of United Way of Gordon County
is to accurately assess the needs of Gordon County
and to mobilize available resources to meet those
needs. It serves eighteen local agencies in Gordon
County, as well as serving as a referral source for
the community.
This year, only the winners and runners-up of
the People’s Choice and Judges’ Choice will receive
scholarships. The first-place team will receive
$1,000 per student; the second-place team will
receive $750 per student and the third-place team
will receive $500 per student.
This will be the fourth student show, which spun
off the adult version that ran for five years at the
historic GEM Theatre. The dancers are learning
more about United Way, its agencies and programs.
As details unfold and plans are finalized, additional
information will be made available through social
media and the United Way website.
The mission of United Way of Gordon County
is to accurately assess the needs of Gordon County
and to mobilize available resources to meet those
needs. It serves eighteen local agencies in Gordon
County, as well as serving as a referral source for
the community.

GORDON

Gazette

The LOCAL news you expect:
COMMUNITY | CRIME | SPORTS

Find us online at:
www.gordongazettega.com

Gordon Gazette

Wednesday, July 1. 2020

11A

THE HUNT FOR FILM: Scoob! (2020)
sequence, the animation style
immediately caught my eye
and never let go. It’s not shooting for realism or depth, but
instead the brightly overstated
coloring is truly beautiful in
numerous scenes. Some of the
best sequences are the opening flashback, the action scene
at the amusement park in the
middle of the movie, and the
final showdown in Greece. It’s
not as eye-popping or groundbreaking as Spider-Man: Into
the Spider-Verse (the best animated movie of all time, in my
opinion), but it’s still unquestionably and noticeably welldrawn with a striking variety
of color. The opening scene is
also expertly capped off with
PERFORMANCES AND an updated take on the classic
intro from the 1960’s ScoobyHUMOR
Doo: Where Are You? TV seWhile the serious mo- ries, and it’s a lovely homage
ments and storytelling aren’t to the original show.
very impressive, the comedic
writing is surprisingly good
CONCLUSION
as I laughed out loud multiple
times. Warner Bros.’ owning
I must admit, I was somethe film allows the writers to what let down by Scoob! as
utilize the property rights to it is definitely a far cry from
Harry Potter, The Lord of the the classic golden age ScoobyRings, and even the AT&T jin- Dooby-Doo from the days of
gle to brilliant comedic effect. old in the 60’s, but the movie
On this note, all of the voice is still enjoyable for at least
acting is spot-on, especially one watch. The inclusion of
from the heavy hitters like the wider Barbera cartoon
Frank Welker as Scooby him- characters is a worthy idea,
self, Zac Efron as Fred, Will but perhaps they should’ve
Forte as Shaggy, and the al- been only included as brief
ways underrated Jason Isaacs or extended cameos in one or
as Dick Dastardly. The actors two scenes, not the entire film.
and actresses make the best People watch Scooby-Doo exout of an unbalanced script, pecting the gang to work tomaking the less interesting gether and solve the mystery,
parts at least bearable and the not for the gang to be split up
funny parts absolutely great.
and work with superheroes to
fight an ancient Greek monSTYLISH SNACKS
ster dog’s ghost. The bad guys
are always supposed to be orFrom the opening beach dinary people in masks, not

rated from Fred, Daphne, and
Velma and in the company of
superheroes instead. The plot
is considerably convoluted
for a children’s movie, delving into the Greek mythology
of the three-headed dog Cerberus, throwing around names
like Alexander the Great, and
shoehorning in a prophecy
at the last minute that makes
Scooby-Doo the “chosen one”
of all dogs. Dick Dastardly is
a solid villain for the gang to
COOPER HUNT
face, but there isn’t really a
Movie Reviews at
central mystery for the gang to
The Hunt For Film
solve so the overall the story is
very lacking and doesn’t feel
A FUNNY ADVENTURE true to the quintessential naWITH GREAT VISUALS ture of Scooby.

BUT A STORY THAT
WILL LEAVE FANS
UNSATISFIED.

Scooby and the gang face
their greatest mystery ever: a
plot to unleash the ghost dog
Cerberus upon the world. As
they race to stop the dogpocalypse, they discover Scooby
has an epic destiny.

MEDDLING SCREENWRITERS
As many others have said,
this movie really shouldn’t be
called Scoob! since it serves
more as a Hannah Barbera
cartoon team-up than solely a
Scooby-Doo story. Blue Falcon, Captain Caveman, Dick
Dastardly, and more all carry
substantial parts of the story,
making it seem more like an
Avengers-style group movie
than having a focus on the titular dog. The moments that do
have a focus on the friendship
between Shaggy and Scooby
are well done, but they spend
the majority of the film sepa-

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

literal mythological creatures
or super villains with a robot
army. Despite the lackluster
plot, I wasn’t bored by the
movie since the voice cast pull
their weight with compelling
performances and the animation is really beautiful to observe. In other words, it might
have a forgettable story, but at
least Scoob! is fun to listen to
and look at.

Personal: C
Critical: 60%
Cooper Hunt is a Gordon
Central High School graduate. A movie buff, Hunt runs
“The Hunt for Film,” where he
reviews recent releases from
Hollywood. You can check out
his reviewes at thehuntforfilmwordpresscom.wordpress. com

AD Photography specializes in all aspects
of photography. We are members of the
Professional Photographers of America and
strive to give our clients the best memories
and photographic quality.

706-252-5679
Find us on Facebook

Family
Newborn
Sports
Senior
Prom

Birthday
Wedding
Engagement
Concert
Event Photography
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